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War Depabthent, 
Adjutant-Obnbbal's Office, 

Washington, Mcvrch £1, 1901. 
Sib: I have the honor to transmit to you herewith a copy of the 
proceedings, finding, and conclusions of a board of officers appointed 
by War Department order of August 23, 1900, to investigate and 
report upon the claim made by Maj. William F. Smith, United States 
Army, retired, that the legend of the atlas of the Chickamauga and 
Chattanooga National Park Commission regarding the origin of the 
plan for recovering Lookout Valley, eto., is incorrect, together with a 
copy of the indorsement of the Secretary of War approving the find- 
■ ing and conclusions of the board. 

Very respectfully, Hbnbt P. McCain, 

Asaietant Adjutant- General. 
The Pbesident op the Chickamauga and 

Chattanooga National Pahk Commission, 

War Department, Washington, D. C. 
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War Depaetment, 
Adjutant-General's Office, 

Wa«kmfffon, August ^3, 1900. 
Sib: By direction of the Secretary of "War, a board of officers, to 
consistof Maj.GFen. JohnR Brooke, United States Army; Col. George 
L. Gillespie, Corps of Engioeerg, United States Army; Col. Michael 
Y. Sheridan, AsBiatantAdjataiit-Qeaeral, United States Armyjshereby 
appoiDted to meet at Governors Island, New York, at the call of the 
president, of the board, to consider, isveatigata, and re{K>rt upon a 
claiin ntade by Maj. WiLliam F. Smith, United States Army, retired, 
that t)ie legend of the atlas of the Chiekiuoauga and Chattanooga 
NatitHisl Park Commission which declares that "At daylight (A Octo- 
b^ 37 the river line of the communioatioD with Bridgeport was opened 
by the execution of a plaa for recovering Lookout Valley devised by 
C^eneral Koeecrans" is incorrect, and that he^-Major South — con- 
ceived ^e plan mentioned. 

The Secretary of War directs that tha Chickanuuga and Chatta- 
nooga National IHirk Commission and Major Smith furnish the board 
sQ<ji pajiers, records, and information as may be pertinent to the 
question at issue, and he also dlrecta that the report of the board be 
forwarded to this office. 

Very respectfully, Wm. H. Cabtbb, 

Asaiatant A^utant- O-eneral. 
Maj. Gen. John R. Bkoobe, 

7 D^>aHmm.t of the East, 

Governors Mamd, New York. 
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HBAJXiUARTEatB DBTARTHEirr OF THE EaST, 

Qovemors Island, 2fem York Ciiy, F^rvary 1, 1902. 

Gkseral: The board of officers appointed by directum of the Secre- 
buy of War in War Department order of Augmt 23, 1900, has the 
honor to submit the ftdlowing report: 

Theduty coafided to the board as stated in the ord^ conveniiig it ia — 
to consider, invest^te, and report npon a. claim made by Maj. William F. Smith, 
United Blatee Army, retired, that the legend of the atlas of the ChickiraiaTiga and 
Chattanooga Natiimal Pqrk Commiamioii, wliieh. declares that "At dayUgbt of October 
27 the river line of the commnnieation with Bridgeport waa opened by the execution 
of a plan for recovering Lookout Valley devised by General BosecranB," is ineorrecf, 
and that he, Major Smith, conceived the plan mentioned. 

The letter of Gen. W. F. Smith to the Secretary of Wai-, dated 
March 26, 1900, submitting a statement of his elaim additional to the 
protest addressed to the Secretary of War, November 15, 1897, was 
referred to the board on the day of its organization by the Adjutant- 
General for consideration and report. This letter was in fact a reply 
to the report of Gen. H. M. Duffield, dated January 23, 1900, to whom 
the pi-otest of General Smith, November 15, 1897, regarding tie legend 
on the atlas of the Chichamauga and Chattanooga National Park Com- 
mission, had been referred for investigation. This legend reads: 

At daylight of OctotieF 27 the river line of the conunonicadon with Bridgeport was 
opened by the execution of a plan for recovering Lookout Valley devised by General 
EoBecnuiB, approved by General Thomas, and ordered executed by General Grant 
under the immediate command of Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith. 

The statement of General Smithes chiim as presented to General 
Duffield is marked Appendix 8, attached to a letter of H, V. Boyntoo, 
chairman, Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Park Commission, 
addressed to the board under date of October 30,. 1900. (Inclosuro 
Al.) 

The claim is stated specifically as follows: 

The (Mip ia thda: That GeneraJ Smith, on Octebcor 1», ims, alone, and without 
assistance from anyone, d:^d upon Biowna Ferry as tlte best, if not the only, place 
where a lodgment could be made on the left bank of the Tennessee Biver, and, owkig 
to the conformation of the ground, securely held, at such a distance from the enemy's 
batteries that a brii%e-, if thrown across the stream at that point, would be safe /- 
their i», BHd avsilable for the needs of the military dtuatioD. 
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It would therefore appear that die claim of General Smith ia that he 
is entitled to credit for both the selection of the place for lodgment on 
the south side of the river below Lookout Mountain, in cooperation 
with the troops operating from Bridgeport, and for the special meas- 
ures he prepared and personallj executed for making the lodgment. 

From the special pleadings in the several papers prepared by Gen- 
eral Smith cue might infer that he claims also that the successful lodg- 
ment at Browns Perry was the controlling means by which relief was 
given to Chattanooga, and that in consequence he is entitled to the 
credit for the success of the cooperative movements. 

The board has carefully read the official papers submitted to it, as 
well as the official reports and dispatches contained in the printed rec- 
ords of the war of the rebellion referring to the time of the Chicka- 
mauga campaign and later, and the printed testimonials of officers 
before the Comm|{tee on the Conduct of War which were pertinent to 
the inquiry. It mia also read portions of the diaries and other papers 
and books bearing upon the subject which were written at the time of 
the occurrence, or shortly afterwards, by participants in the campaign 
who had personal knowledge of the events in question. The board 
has given guarded consideration to the letters written in answer to 
inquiries set on foot since the controversy began some years ago. 
Two members of the board also gave the greater part of three days to 
a close personal examination of the ground, including Cameron Hill, 
Lookout Mountain, Lookout Valley to Wauhatchie, and the north 
bank of the river from Chattanooga to the lower end of Williams 
Island. 

An inspection of the official map of Chattanooga and vicinity enables 
one to appreciate the condition of the main army after the battle of 
Chickamauga, September 20 to 21, 1863. Retiring before tJie enemy 
after the disaster of the 21st, General Rosecrans drew up his army 
behind a line of hasty intrenchments formed near the southern limits 
of the city with pickets established along Chattanooga Creek. An 
inner line of defenses was afterwards made more permanent and capa- 
ble of holding the city with reduced forces, if necessary. The railroad 
connecting Chattanooga with Bridgeport, forming the then only avail- 
able line of supplies from the North, after leaving Chattanooga crossed 
Chattanof^ Creek near its mouth, followed the river closely to the 
north end of Lookout Mountain, which was passed through a tunnel 
and then debouched into the northern end of Lookout Valley, a little 
east of Wauhatchie. 

The Chattanooga Creek Valley and the Lookout Creek Valley are 
connected by a dirt road passing over the north end of Lookout Moun- 
tain at an elevation higher than the .railroad track, forming the most 
northerly pass of the mountain. Its distance from Chattanooga Creek 
is about 2 miles. The next mountain pass to the southward is at a 
' 'tance of about 24 miles from the point. 

. .Cookie 



The most northerly pass — in fact, all the passes in the mountain — 
was necessarily abandoned when the Union line was drawn up behind 
Chattanooga Creek, for the reason, as steted by General Rosecrans, 
that he could not hold this pass and Chattanooga at the same time, 
though the precaution was taken to establish batteries on Moccasin 
Point, north bank, which rendered it practically of little, if any, use 
to the enemy. The abandonment of the pass meant the abandonment 
of Lookout Valley for the time being, together with the suspension of 
rail and water connection with Bridgeport. General Rosecrans, how- 
ever, issued orders late in September looking to the reoccupation of 
Lookout Valley by reinforcements then on their way from the North, 
which were to operate from the left bank opposite Bridgeport in 
cooperation witli forces to be sent from Chattanooga, which latter were 
expected to cross the Tennessee River by a bridge to he thrown 
"opposite the passage over the extremity of the mountain," since tes- 
tified to by General Rosecrans and other officers attached to his head- 
quarters, as "Browns Ferry," where the bridge was built October 
2T, 1863. 

The reinforcements mentioned were the Eleventh and Twelfth corps, 
General Hooker commanding. They i-eached the vicinity of Bridge- 
port September 30, the day on which General Smith arrived at Chat- 
tanooga from New York City under orders to report to General Rose- 
crans as chief engineer of the Army of the Cumberland. General 
Smith was appointed chief engineer in orders dated October 3, and 
was immediately put in charge of the construction of the defenses of 
Chattanooga. In a paper appearing in the North American Review of 
December, 1885, General Rosecrans states that on General Smith's 
assignment to duty as chief engineer he was told what the plan was for 
opening communication with Bridgeport on the south side of the river, 
find what preparations were in progress for its execution. He also 
states that — 

a sketch was made of Ute river and route to Browns Ferry, the ronte by which 
troope would be able to conununicate from the Cbattanooi(a side of the river with 
Lookout Valley over the pontoon bridge which we were attiuning every nerve to 
secure. The plan was talked over with General Coulton, and a copy of the sketch 
was Bent to General Hooker, who was told to hurry up hia transportation aa rapidly 
as poemble, so that on croeeing the Tennessee Kiver he would be able to mibsiet his 
troops directly from Bridgeport. 

This article was written to refute implications that had been pub- 
lished in a previous issue of the North American Review, that Gen- 
eral Rosecrans expected toevacuate Chattanooga. General Rosecrans's 
statements in this article are denied by Smith so far as they relate to 
him, but the abundant official testimony of thin period furnished by 
telegrams between General Rosecrans and his subordinates, and 
between the Assistant Secretar>' of War and the Secretary of Wr 
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quoted hereafter, show that active meauires kxddfig ta tha refief 
of Chattaaoc^ were in progress at that pAiticuUr time, the execatioa 
of which was delayed from time to time oDly by edrcuoutanceB ind- 
dental to war. 

B80WNS rOtKT. 

Up to October 19 GeneraL Smith had made, according to his owa 
statement, no reconnoissance of the river, above or below Chattanooga,, 
nor had studied the maps of his depctment, and his personal knowl- 
edge of the topography of Lookout Valley was that acquired by obser- 
vations taken from the top of Cameron Hill, on the left bank of the 
river, on the west side of the town. On the 19tk of October he made 
a reconnoissance by direction of Genei'al Rosecrans of the river "in 
the vicinity of Williams Island with a view to making the island a 
cover for a steamboat landing and storehouses, and began the exami- 
nation near the lower end of the island." He followed up the river a 
short distance above Williams Island and came unexpectedly iq^n 
Browna Ferry, where he found a battery in position covering the 
crossing. This was the first time he had ever heard of Browns Ferry. 
An inspection of the opposite bank from this point for an hoar or more 
impressed him with the fact that this ferry was a suitable place to cross 
the river, "in connection with the movements to be made from Bridge- 
port toopenthe river," aod a few days later he was "directed to make 
the necessary arrangements for the espeditiou to effect the lodgment-" 
(Smith's Report, S. 64, p. T7.)' 

The same day, October 19, General Rosecrans, with members of hia 
staff, made a i-econnoissance of the lower river (General Smith start- 
ing with them, but separating from them after crossing the river at 
Chattanooga), and also visited,^ according to evidence. Browns Ferry, 
which had previously been selected by General Eosecrans as the prob- 
able place of crossing. Returning to headquarters after the comple- 
tion of the reconnoissance, General Rosocrans found orders awaiting 
him which relieved him from command of that array. There is also 
evidence that General Rosecrans had previously visited Browns Ferry, 
accompanied by Gen. P. H. Sheridan. 

General Smith states that he had bo cf»iversatioD with Greseral 
Rosecrans from September 30 to October 18 relative to shortening his 
line of supplies, and had none after the return from the reconnoissance, 
October 19, when he aecurtamed General Rosecrans had been relieved. 
He also states that he had no conference with Cieaeral Thomas the 
night of October 19 (Appendix 8, inclosure A 1). The dispatch from 
Genemil Thomas to Hooker that same night, directing him to use. alt 
poBsible dispatch in concentrating his command and {vepariag to. move 

'NcfTB. — Thia, and aimilar references, refer to the serial numbers of tiie volmaea 
of tbe Official Becoids of the War of the Bebellion. 
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in BCCOTdaDc« witb instructions of General Rosecrsna, nmst, therefore, 
have been sent after conference with General Itosecrans, and not with 
General Smith (Conduct of War Supplement, part 1, p. 118). Btve 
days later (October 24) the Assistant Secretary of War, then with 
■headquarters, telegraphed to Stanton, Secretary of War, Washington: 
Gnuit arrived ket ni^t. Heia juBtgoii^ torecoiutoiteraiiimport&nt poaitionthat 
General Smith haa discovered at the mouth of Lookont Valley and which will be 
occupiedsimnltaneouety vithUooker'BDCcupationof HaccoonMotmtain. (S.64, p. 70.) 

Owing to the prominence given by General Smith to this dispatch 
the board has carefully examined the records regarding the precise 
location where General Roseerans expected to bridge the river below 
Lookout Mountain, and would here note that General Roseerans had 
under consideration as early as September 26 a bridge crossing at the 
mouth of Lookout Creek (Dana to Stanton, S. 30, p. 201). That is, the 
locality had been selected, though the exact spot had been left undoubt- 
edly to the decision of the miMnent of opening operations. General 
Smith, after a reconnoissance on the 19th of October, which was 
directed to be made by General Roseerans, the conditions being ripe 
for starting the movements, finds a favorable crossing for the coc^r- 
ating force from Chattanooga at Browns Ferry, just below the mouth 
of Lookout Creeki known already to army headquarters since Sep- 
tember 24, inasmuch as a battery had been placed there on that day to 
cover it(S. 52, pp. 82T,828). The board is of the opinion that thestra- 
tegic relation of this crossing to the operations proposed to be conducted 
in Lookout Valley was well known to General Roseci'ans — an engineer 
officer by education and training^before its importance was brought 
accidentally to the attention of General Smith. 

The board can not believe that because General Roseerans had not 
spoken to General Smith, as the latter states, about the specific selec- 
tion of Browns Ferry, he had therefore formed no plan for making a 
lodgment upon the south bank below the point of the mountain within 
an area which embraced Browns Ferry. Nor can it believe that because 
Browns Ferry was not accurately located on Merrill's map, issued 
prior to arrival at Chattanooga, General Roseerans did not know it in 
its true place immediately after he had occupied Chattanooga. 

General Smith furnishes a copy of a letter from Assistant Secretary 
of War [Dana], dated May 22, 1895, relating to the reconnoissance of 
October 19, in which the following language appears: 

* * * I remember quite dietinctly that as I rode sctobb the bridge over the Ten- 
nessee at Chattanooga and proceeded up the northern slope toward the hospital I 
met you there oa horseback. You told me you had come out with General Rose- 
crans and were going to reconnoiter down the line of the river; that General Roseerans 
had gone in the hospital; that you had waited for him a^loug as you coald, and now, 
without waitii^ any longer, you would ride on with me. We pruceeded together 
notil we tame to the spot where the road divided, one braneh going up the moan*"'" 
and the other leadingdown toward the river. I took the mountain path on n- 
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to Bridgeport, vhile yon went down in the direction of Browns Ferry, and some- 
where aboat there yon thought a position could perhaps be found wliich wonld enable 
UB greatly to shorten the road from Britj^port. This was the first time that I remem- 
ber hearing ot Browns Ferry. * * • 

Now, it is known that General Smith had never heard of Brown.-) 
Ferry until the afternoon of October 19, and this letter reveab that if 
Mr. Dana had knowledge at that time of Browns Ferrj, he must have 
obtained it from General Rosecrans or from the headquarters staff. 
The board is of the opinion that whether General Rosecrans actually 
selected Browns Ferry himself as the point of crossing, or actually 
visited it on his personal reconnoissance of October Itt, or before, the 
fact that he constantly referred in his dispatcher to the mouth of 
Lookout Creek, at the northern end of Lookout Valley, as one of the 
objectives of his operations to recover the valley, plainly indicates that 
he had selected the locality in his own mind, and that, awaiting com- 
pletion of the preparations for the more important movement of Cien- 
eral Hooker, the exact point of crossing, for the cooperating move- 
ment from Chattanooga, within a straight reach of open river 
extending not exceeding S miles from Lookout Creek to the head 
of Williams Island, could be left, without neglect of prudent precau- 
tion on his part, to be determined at the last moment by a dual and 
close examination, if not by himself, by that officer to whom such 
examination would naturally be confided, viz, General Smith, the 
chief engineer. The board is of the opinion that the duty assigned to 
General Smith October 19 of reconnoitering the river was a legitimate 
one for him as an engineer officer, which, if intrusted to another 
officer, would probably have been resented by him, and that the results 
of the final operations for recovering Lookout Valley confirmed the 
wisdom of General Rosecrans'a plans, which contemplated a crossing 
of the river at the northern end of the valley within a reach which 
embraced Browns Ferry. 

It seems hardly necessary, in view of the records, to discuss the 
priority of discovery of Browns Ferry. As a ferry it was known to 
department headquarters by Wood's report to Rosecrans, dated 
August 23, 1863 (S. 52, p. 137); and by Whitoker's dispatch to Cap- 
tain Moe, assistant adjutant-genei-al, September 24, 1S03 (S. 52, pp. 
827-828), in which it is stated that infantry and artillery are posted at 
Browns Ferry, descibed as located 3 miles below the position of Colonel 
Champion's command at a point "directly opposite the base of Look- 
out Mountain." 

As an eligible point of crossing for troops, General Reynolds says 
Browns Ferry was already in everybody's mind as the proper place 
for the pontoon bridge, and that General Roseci-ans selected it for 
that purpose, and it is known that General Reynolds visited the ferry 
in 1895 and identified it as the one General Rosecrans inspected 
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October 19. GcDeral Thomas, in his official report, November 7, 1863, 
mentions that Browns Ferry had been selected as the point of crossing 
before he assumed command October 19, and that the boats for the 
required bridge were nearly completed; and General Kosecrans and 
the Assistant Secretary of War frequently mention the immediate 
locality in field dispatches dated prior to October 19. Itosecrans 
specifically refers to it in his sworn testimony before the committee 
on the conduct of the war, April 22, 1865. (Report Conduct of War, 
vol. 3, 2d series, p. 33, Rosecrans's Campaign.) 

Major Bond, senior aid-de-camp on Cenerpl Rosecrans's staff, aaysio 
his diary, written at the time, that General Rosecrans on reconnoissance 
of October 19 visited Browns Ferry, which he recorded as "the pro- 
posed point for location of the pontoon bridge." 

General Rosecrans, at the third annual reunion of the Army of the 
Cumberland at Indianapolis, December 15, 1869, also mentions Browns 
Ferry as the place selected by him for bridging the Tennessee River, 
below the mouth of Lookout Creek, which statement was confirmed 
by Generals Sheridan and Granger. The chief quartermaster of the 
Army of the Cimiberland and the provost marshal of Chattanooga also 
refer to Browns Ferry as well known at headquarters at that time. 

These and other papers lead the board to believe that Browns Ferry 
in its true place, and the strategic relation of this crossing to plans 
projected for recovering Lookout Valley, were known to General 
Rosecrans late in September, 1863, immediately after the occupation 
of Chattanooga. 

In a military sense, the northern end of Lookout Valley embraces 
the area on the south bank of the Tennessee River extended from the 
north point of Lookout Mountain downstream to where Raccoon 
Mountain, or its foothills, closes in upon the river. 

A crossing of the river within this limitation would fulfill the con- 
ditions of the plan for occupying Lookout Valley outlined by General 
Rosecrans in his several dispatches from October 1 to October 19, 
1863. 

PLAH OF OPEKATIONS PBOJBCIED AND BXECDTBD. 

General Thomas assumed command of the Department of the Cum- 
berland the night of the day on which General Rosecrans was relieved, 
October 19. At 11 p. m. of that day he sends a dispatch to General 
Hooker announcing his assumption of command, in which he says: 

Yon will use all poesible diepatch in concentrating your command and preparing 
to move in accordance with inetmctions of General Soeecrana. (Conduct of War 
Supplement, part 1, p. IIS, report General Thomaa.) 

The board here noted that neither General Thomas nor General 
Rosecrans had any conference with General Smith the night this ''" 
patch was sent, and therefore General Thomas knew nothing of 
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ermi Smith's reconnoiseaace of that day, twr c^ aay plan he may hare 
conceived as the result of it lor occupying Lookout Valiey, distinot 
from that of Gresraral Eioeecrans outliMed in previous dispatches. 

In hie testimony befo>re the committee on the conduct of the war 
just cited. General Thoma.9 explains this dispatch by saying: 

The (natmctioiia referred to in tlie above were to coDoentrate as much oi bis com- 
loaiid at Bddgepoit aa he could ealely spwe from guarding tbe railroad between tbat 
poiat mud Naehvilte, oud to bold himMli in readineae ta move at any momeat 
toward Cbattanooga for the purpose of opening communication with that place by 
river and by rail. Before he waa relieved in command of the Department of the 
CumljcHaiid, General Boaecrana and his chief engineer, Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith, had 
GODsalted together m to means of relieving the army of Chattanooga from the 
perilous conditimi it wae io, owing to the great difficulty of obtaitting supplies, 
and bad partially planned the movement which was left to me to be completed 
when I a^omed command, namely, to open a abort roiit« of supplies from 
Bridgeport. • • * 

Gen. J. J. Beynolds, then chief of staff to General Kosecrans, fur- 
ther explains the same dispatch by saying that the "instructions of 
Geaeral Kosecrans" referred to were communicated anew to General 
Hooker in a dispatch dated that morning (October 19), which was dic- 
tated by General Kosecrans just before starting on the reconnoissance. 
This dispatch has not been found in the records, but General Reynolds 
refers for its authenticity to the dispatch sent by Hooker to Granger 
of that date, which reads: 

Stbvbhbok, OfitAer IS, 9 a. m. 
Dispatch received. Have jufrt received orders from Department headquarters to 
hold my command in readiness to march at short notice. • • • 

The general plan for the movements designed to reoccupy Lookout 
V^ey is mentioned in dispatdies dated as early as September 26, viz : 
Dana to Stanton, Septanber 26 (S. 50, p. 201); Meigs to Stanton, 
September 2T (S. 52, p. 890); Kosecrans to Hodges, September 30 (S. 
52, p. 947); Kosecrans to Hooker, October 1 (S. 53, p. 24); Kosecrans 
to Hooker, October 4 (S. 53, pp. 89, 90) ; Dana to Stanton, October 14 
(S. 50, p. 216); Dana to Stanton, October 16 (S. 50, p. 219); Meigs to 
Stanton, October 16 (S. 53, p. 413), and Kosecrans to Halleck, Octo- 
ber 19 (S. 53, pp. 477, 478). 

Operations were partiidly suspMided owing to the non arrival of 
Hooker's transportation, and also to Wheeler's mid on the line of com- 
munication between Bridgeport and Na9hvilie, which began Septem- 
ber SO and couticued until he was driven across the river October 13. 
Active preparations for the forward movement were again resumed 
about <>:tDber 4, when Hooker isagain instructed regarding the cross- 
ing of his command at Bridgeport (Gwfield to Hooker, S. 53, p. 90). 
The embarrassing condition of aSairs shown in the dispatches of the 
period from September 21 to October 19, and the measures taken to 
"emedy it, reveal, in the opinion of the board, constant idertneas and 
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per^icaeity'On the part at Oooeral Boaecr&ns and bis snbordiiuttes and 
a due appreciation of the perils of the situation. Wise precautions 
were tateeB, it will be observed, te maintaiB the longer and protected 
line -of sttppliee while preparataons were in ■ progress to aeiae and hold 
the shorter one. 

The relief of G«oera! Rosecrans from tiie oommand of the Array 
October 19 added to tbe oom^ioation of matters, but the contemplated 
operationB were not delayed in consequence, for General "niomss wisely 
directed General Hooker that night to hold himself 'm readiness to cany- 
oat General Rosecrans'e instructions to ooncentnite for ihe proposed 
moveieent into Lookout Valley. 

The concentration of Hooker's force at Bridgeport was begun at 
once, bnt was not completed when General Grant reached Chattanooga 
October 23. On the 24th of October General Grant made a reconnois- 
sanoe of the river at Browns Ferry, accompanied by General Thomas 
and General Smith, after which the expedition to move from Chatta- 
nooga in cooperation with Hooker's movement from Bridgeport was 
organized and placed under the command of General Smith on the 
afternoon of the 24tfa on the completion of the reconnoissance. 

On October 24, 3,30 p. m., Thomas directs HotAer as follows: 

* * • The Eleventh Corpa and oae di vision of the Twelfth will be concentrated 
at or in the vicinity of Bridgeport preparatory to crosmng the Tenneesee River and 
moving up the south side to take posseesion of Ranking Ferry. * * • We will 
cooperate at Browne Ferry ae well ae Rankina F«ry. Infonn yooreelf with r^ard 
to the roada from Bankina Ferry, via WhitesideB, to Browne Ferry. The object of 
die movement ie to hold the road and gain poesenion of the riv» aafax ae Browns 
Ferry. (War Bebellion Records, Serial No. 64, pp. 43,44.) 

The movements were executed as projected. Smith, commanding 
the troops operating from Chattanooga, started from Chattanooga at 
3 a. m. October 27, part of the forces floating down the river in pon- 
toon boats to Browns Ferry and part going overland by north side of 
river to same point, and succeeded in making a lodgment on the south 
side at Browas Ferry by 7 a. m., where he intrenched. The bridge 
was completed by 4.30 p. m. of that day. Hooker marched from 
Bridgeport at daylight of the 27tli of October, encamped that night in 
the vicinity of Whitesides, and next day penetrated Lookout Valley 
at Waiihatchie and opened communication with Smith at Browns 
Ferry about 5 p. m. Part of his -oommand went into eau^ that night 
at Waulwtchie and the residue near Browns Ferry, In this position, 
the wings separated by S miles, a vigorous attack was made at 
midnight by the enemy in a movement upon the center by forces 
pushed from the main army confronting Chattiuiooga through the pass 
along the north end of Lookout Mountain and down the mountain side. 
The attack was successfully resisted by Hooker. No attack was made 
upon Smith. Hooker lost in his engagement about 400 killed, wount' 
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and miasiDg. Smith lost about 20 killed and wounded in surprising 
the passage and bailding the pontoon bridge. 

As the success of the general plan of relief depended chiefly upon 
Hooker's movement, and as it had to start from a point remote from 
Chattanoi^^, dispatches from General Rosecrans, the Assistant Secre- 
tary of War, and others relative to it were necessarily frequent, and 
in them the board notes repeated mention of prudent instructions given 
prior to October 19 regarding every contingency of concentration, 
defense, and supply, as well as regarding the urgency of securing- and 
holding advance supply points on the lower river as far ap as the liead 
of Williams Island, and the occupation of Lookout Valley, if possible. 

While these preparations were i^ing on equal but less apparent 
attention was given to preparations for the cooperative expedition 
starting from Chattanooga. 

There is nothing in the records to show that General Bosecrans at 
any time intended to abandon Chattanooga to its fate, nor any inten- 
tion to divert Hooker from the movement originally planned to recover 
Lookout Valley, though provision was made, it is true, for the contin- 
gent transfer of part of his forces to the extreme left to resist a threat- 
ened movement of the enemy in that direction. In the opinion of the 
board the record is clear that Rosecrans fully expected to hold Chatta- 
nooga and to reopen Lookout Valley as a supply line. 

RESULTS OF THE EXECDTION OF THE FLANS. 

The board now comes to the official reports announcing to the 
authorities the fruits of these two cooperative movements: 

1. Thomas to HaUeck { War Bebdlum Recordx, Serial 2Vo. 64; p. iO), 
11,30 p. m., October S7, 1863. — ^This dispatch contains an outline pre- 
liminary report upon what General Smith had accomplished and what 
it was hoped General Hooker could accomplish: 

Chattanooga, Tenn., Odohtrgy, 186S—11.S0 p. m. 

(Received 9 p. m., 28th.) 

Gen. William F. Smith, commanding Hazen's brigade, Sheridan's division, Fouitii 
CorpH, and Turehin'e brigade, Baird'a diviaion. Fourteenth Corps, floated boats of 
pontoon bridge downthe river from Chattanooga to Browne Ferry, 6 milea below; 
landed; eurprieed and drove off the enemy's pickets and reeerves; took poeseaeion 
of the hills commanding d^booch^ of the ferry on southwest side, and laid bridge 
and intrenched the command strongly enough to hold the bridge securely. 

By the jadiciooB precaations taken by General Smith before starting, and the 
intelligent cooperation of Generals Turchin and Hazen, commanding brigades, and 
Colonel Stanley, of the Eighteenth Ohio, commanding boat party, this was a com- 
plete eucceea, and reflected great credit on all concerned. 

Our loss, 4 killed, 15 wounded; enemy, 8 killed, 6 prisoners, and several wounded. 

Cieneral Hooker, comnianding troops composing Eleventh Corps and part of 
Twelfth, marched from Bridgeport at daylight to-day to open road from Bridgeport 
to Chattanooga and lake some position protecting river. Two brigades of Palmer's 
division, Foorth Corps, should have reached Bankins Ferry to cooperate with Gen. 
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eial Hooker to-dny. The Sixteenth IHinois reached Kelleys Ferry to cooperate irith 
General Hooker. If General Hooker is as successful hs General Smith haa been, we 
shall in a few days have open commanicatiou with Bridgeport by water, as well as 
by a practicable road running near the river on the northern bank. 

GnoBaB H. Thomas, 
Major-GenenU, Oommandmg DepanttnmL 
MaJ, Gen. H. W. Hallece, 

Oeneral in Chief. 

2. October S8. Grant to HaUeek, Chattanooga, 8 p. m. {S. Bi^p. 
56.) — The commander of the military division likewise notifiea tiie 
commander in cttief at Washington of the success attending the com- 
bined movements: 

General Thomas's plan for securing the river and south side road hence to Bridge- 
port has proven eminently sacceseful. The question of supplies may now be regarded 
as settled. * • • 

It will be noted in connection with this dispatch that General 
Thomas in his official report, November 7. 1863 {S. 64, p. 42), gives 
General Rosecrans credit for the plan. Previous reference has been 
made on the same point to General Thomas's dispatch, October 19, to 
General Hooker, then at Stevenson, directing him to carry out General 
Rosecrans's instructions. 

3. Tlwmas to the Adjutant- General, November 7, 1863. — Report on 
Browns Ferry, transmitting reports of General Hooker and Genflial 
Smith {S. 54, p. 42, and Conduct of the War Supplement, part 1, p. 190): 

* * * Preliminary steps bad already been taken to execate this vitally impor- 
tant movement before the command of the department devolved on me. The bri<^ 
which it was necessary to throw across the river at Browns Ferry to gain posseeuon 
of the northern end of Lookout Valley and open communication with Bridgeport by 
road and river was nearly completed. 

On the 23d orders were sent to General Hooker to concentrate the Eleventh Corps 
and one division of the Twelfth at Bridgeport, informing him at the same time what 
his force waeeipected to accomplish, and that a force from thia place would cooperate 
with him by eBtablishing a bridge across the river at Browns Ferry and seize the 
heights on the south or Lookout Valley side, thusgiving him an open road to Chatta- 
nooga when his forces should arrive in Lookout Valley, The force to throw the 
bridge wasoi^anized by Saturday, the 24th, and the boats and bridge comnleted, giv- 
ing General Smithtwodaystoexaminetheground with the two brigade commanders 
and to give all the necessary detailed instnictione to insure success. ■* • » 

* * * The bridge was successfully thrown across the river on the night ot the 
26th, and General Hooker reached Lookout Valley and communicated with this 
place on the 28th. • • * The skillful execntion by General Smith of the work 
assigned him and the promptness with which General Hooker with his troops met 
and repulsed the enemy on the night of the 28th reflects the greatest credit on both 
thoae offlcere and their entire commands. • • • 

General Thomas here explicitly states that the object of Hooker's 

and Smith's operations was to gain possession of the south bank of 

the Tennessee Biver and to open the road for a depot of supplier at 

Bridgeport, and that October 19 "preliminary st«ps had already bee' 
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taken to execute this vitally important movement," and that the boats 
then building were to be used for a bridge to be thrown across the 
Tennessee at Browns Ferry, the exact location of which the records 
show had been known to the department headquarters since August 23, 
1863 (S. 62, p. 137). This report also shows that the work assigned to 
General Smith was confined to Browns Ferry crossing. 

4. Referring to these operations, General Thomas states to the 
Committee on the Conduct of War, March 9, 1866 (Thomas, Report 
Conduct of War, supplement vol. 1, p. 119); 

The eeiznre of BrownB Ferry and the aplendid defense of Lookout Valley by 
Ge&eRil Hooker's command decided the question of our abihty to hold Chattanooga, 
for steamers bf^ian immediately to carry rations from Bridgeport to Kelleys Ferry, 
leaving but about 8 nulee of wagon transportation from that point to Ctiattanooga, 
aud repture were commenced on the railroad south of the Tentiessee River. Tlie 
enemy made no further attempt to regain Lookout Valley aiter it had slipped from 
his grasp, and confined himself to an occasioiial cannon shot from the top of Lookout 
as he watched our trains undisturbedly moving from Kelleys Ferry across the valley 
bearing rations to a grateful army. 

To Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith, chief engineer, should be accorded great praise for 
the ingenuity which conceived and the ability which executed the movement at 
Browne Ferry. The preparations were all maoe in secrecy, as was also the boat 
expedition which passed under the overhanging cliffs of Lookout, so much so that 
when the bridge was thrown at Browns Ferry on the morning of the 27th the sur- 
prise was as great to the army within Chattanooga as it was to the army beei^ing it 
from without. 

It was a cooperative movement, and General Thomas, in the opinion 
of the board, desired to thank each commander for his special service — 
Hooker for his movement from Bridgeport and Smith for his from 
Chattanooga. In the paragraph referring to General Smith's conduct 
the last sentence fully explains the first sentence and limits the credit 
given to General Smith to the part he took at Browns Ferry. It can 
not be distorted to give Smith credit for conceiving the whole move- 
ment, Hooker's part of which having been provided for at the time 
Smith first arrived in that army, September 30. 

6. Smith's report to Thomas of operations for making a lodgment 
on south side of river at Browns Ferry (War Reb., S. 54, p. 77); 

[Eittact.] 

I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations for making 
lodgment on the south side of the river at Browns Perry: 

On the 19th of October I was instructed by General Rosecrans to reconnoiter the 
river in the vicinity of Williams Island, with a view to making the island a cover 
for a steamboat landing and storehouses, and h^an the examination near the lower 
end of the island. Following the river up I found on the opposite bank, above the 
head of the island, a sharp range of hills whose base was washed by the river. This 
range extended up the river nearly to Lookout Creek and was broken at Browns 
Eeiryhy a narrow gorge, through which ran the road to the old ferryand also flowed 

"Tiall creek. The valley between this ridge of hills and Eaccoon MountiUD was 
N and a lodgment effected there would give us the command of the Kelleys 
road and seriously intenoipt the communications of the enemy up Lookout 
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Valley and down t» the river on Raccoon Mountain. The ridge seemed thinly 
picketed and the evidences were against the occupation of that port of the valley by 
a large force of the enemy, and it seemed quite posaible to take by surprise what 
could not have been carried by assaalt U heavily occupied by an oppoainj force. 

The major-general commanding the geographical divtaon and the major-general 
commanding the department visited with me the ferry a few days after this recon- 
□oissance, and were agreed as to the importance of the position by itself, and espe- 
cially in connection with the movements to be mode from Bridgeport to open the 
river, and I was directed to make the necessary arrangements for the expedition to 
effect the lodgment. • • • 

Greneral Smith does not claim io this report that he originated the 
general plan for relieving Chattanooga bj way of Lookout Valley, but 
simply that he was charged with the organization and conduct of the 
movement which started from Chattanooga to connect at Browns 
Ferry with Hooker's movement from Bridgeport. 

6. Thomas's congratulatory orders (S. 54, p. 68), November 1, 1863: 
Ordere.] Hdqhs. Dspabtment of the Coubbbland, 

Chattanooga, November 1, IS6S. 
The general comnanding tenders his thanks to Brig. Gen. W, F, Smith and the 
officers and men of the expedition under his command, consisting of the brigades of 
Brigadier-Generals Turchin and Hazen, the boat parties under Cot. T. R. Stanley, 
Eighteenth Ohio Volunteers, and the pioneer bridge party, Capt^n Fox, Mich^n 
Ei^ineers, for the skill and cool gallantry displayed in securing a permanent lodg- 
ment on the south side of the river at Browns Ferry and in putting in position the 
pontoon bridge on the night of the 26th instant. The succeeeful execution of this 
duty was attended with the most important results in obtaining a safe and easycom- 
nunicatioa with Bridgeport and shortening oor line of suppliea. 
By command of Major-Gteneral Thomas. 

G. QonnABD, 
Lieutenani-Colonel and AmttofU Adjuiant-QeTia^. 

This order congratulates General Smith and the officers and men of 
the expedition for the gallant and efficient services rendered in secur- 
ing a permanent lodgment at Browns Ferry. 

7. General Orders, 265, Headquai-ters Department of the Cumber- 
land (S. 54, p. 68), November 7, 1863: 

Gkmekal Ordebs, 1 Udqbs. D&pabtubnt of the Cumberland, 

So. 265. * ChaOanooga, Term., November 7, 1S6S. 

The recent movements, reeulti:^ in the establishment of a new and short line of 
communication with Bridgeport and the possession of the Tennessee River, were of 
so brilliant a character as to deserve special notice. 

The skill and cool gallantry of the officers and men composing the expedition 
under Brig. Gen. William F, Smith, chief engineer, consisting of the brigades of 
Brigadier-Generals Turchin and Hazen, the boat parties under Colonel Stanley, 
Eighteenth Ohio Volunteers, and the pontooneers under Captiun Fox, Mich^an 
Engineers and Mechanics, in effecting a permanent lodgment on the south side of 
the river at Browns Ferry deserve the highest praise. 

The column under Major-General Hooker, tfhich took possession of the line from 
Bridgeport to the foot of Lookout Mountain, deserve great credit tor their brilliant 
success in driving the enemy from every position which they attacked- The bay 
net chai^ made by the troops of General Howard up a steep and difficult hill c 
SOO feet high, completely routing the enemy and driving him from his barricade! 
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top, and the repulse by General Hoolcer'a command of gnaiij mperior nombeiB 
who attempted to surpriae him will rank among the most diatutgoisbed feote of arms 

By command of Maj. Gen. George U. Thomae. 

C. GODDABD, 

AtfittoTii At^iitaat'GeneTaL 

Cooperative morementg are here ^;aiii recognized and credit is 
given to the commanding general of each expedition for the particular 
services he rendered. 

The board attaches great importance to the testimony of General 
Rosecrans before the Committee oa the Conduct of War (vol. 3, p. 33, 
second series). It is full and detailed as regards the plans projected by 
Bosecrans, and was given in 1865, only seventeen months after the 
occurrence, when the details of the proposed operations were fresh in his 
mindand he had no motive in coloring his Btatements. (Inclosure D 8.) 

The stenographic report of the proceedings of the third reunion of 
the Army of the Cumberland at Indianapolis, December 16, 1869, in 
which Generals Bosecrans, Sheridan, Granger, and many other par- 
ticipants in the Chickamauga campaign took part, threw important 
additional light upon the matter under consideration. (Inclosure D 11, 
pp. 76-80.) [Note. — Incorporated in letter of Gen. H. V. Boynton, 
A 1, pages 33-35.] 

The board invites attention also to General Wilder's letter of Sep- 
tember 8, J900, forming Inclosure A 1, page 35. This officer led the 
advance in the original movement upon Chattanooga, August to Sep- 
tember, 1863, and gives many interesting details regarding Chatta- 
nooga and its approaches which were communicated to General 
Rosecrans in a personal conference at headquarters, September 23, 
1863, one month prior to the joint reconnoissance of the river 
October 19 by General Rosecrans and General Smith. 

Attention is also invited to the manner in which the legend attached 
to General Thomas's official map, 1868, illustrative of the campaign of 
the Army of the Cumberland, was finally adopted, as described on 
page 31 of inclosure Al. 

CONCLUSIONS OP THE BOABD. 

After a diligent search of the official records the hoard fails to find 
any evidence that Gen. W. F. Smith was the oiiginator of the plan 
for the relief of Chattanooga, Tenn., by military operations to be con- 
ducted in Lookout Valley, October, 1863. On the contrary, there is 
abundant evidence in the official records to show that the plan, which 
contemplated crossings of the Tennessee Kiver at Bridgeport and at 
the northern end of Lookout Valley, and which was successfully exe- 
cuted by General Thomas October 26 to 28, 1863, was devised and 
prepared for by General Bosecrans before relinquishing command, and 
that its execution was begun, under orders issued by General Thomas, 
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the very night (October 19) that General 'Rosecrans was relieved from 
command of the Department of the Cumberland and without consulta- 
tion with General Smith. 

There is no evidence to show that G«aeral Smith took any part, 
whether by counsel or by action, in the operations conducted by General 
Hooker through Lookout Valley from the direction of Bridgeport. 

In conclusion, the board is of the opinion that the legend complained 
of does no injostice to the military record of Gen. W. F. Smith. 
John R. Bbooke, 

Major- General. 
G. L. Gillespie, 
Golonel, Corps of Engwieen, 
M. V. Shbbidan, 
Cdonel^ and Aaaisttmt Adjutant- General. 
The Atwotaitt-Genbral, United States Armt, 

Washmgton, D. C. 
The proceedings, conciusions, and opinion of the board are approved. 
Elihu Boot, 

Secretary of War. 
Wab Department, FAruary 16, 1901. 



LiBT OF nrciiOSTraES. 

A 1. Letter from the chairman of the Chickamauga and Chattanooga National 
Park Commisraon to Maj. Cten. John R. Brooke, dated October 30, 1900, which is a 
historyoE the case as borne ont by the official t«cords. The following papers accom- 
pany this letter, viz: 

1. Copy of a pamphlet issued by Greneral Smith in 1891, entitled "The Relief 
of the Army of the Cumberland, and the opening of the ehort line of communi- 
cation between Chattanooga, Temj., and Bridgeport, Ala., in Oclolwr, 1863. 
William Fairar Smith, brevet major-general, United States Army." 

2. Pamphlet issued by General Smith in 1895, entitled "The Reopening of the 
TennesseeRivernearChatUnooga, October, 1863, as related by Maj. Gen. George , 
H. Thomas and the Official Record. Compiled and annotated by Bvt. Maj. Oien. 
William Farrar Smith." 

3. A newspaper statement of his case, by General Smith, in the Chattanooga 
Times and Philadelphia Times of September 15, 1895. 

4. Preliminary reply, October 5, 1895, of H. V. Boynton to this paper of Gen- 
eral Smith. 

5. Extended reply, January 26, 1896, of H. V. Boynton, to the same paper of 
General Smith. 

6. General Smith's first appeal to Hon. Russell A.Alger, Secretary of War, 
dated November 5, 1897. 

7. General Smith's second appeal to the Secretary of War, dated November 
15, 1897. 

. Statement of General Smith's claim, as made by him to Gen, H. M. 



9. Letter of tiie Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Park Commissior 
General Duffield in regard to the claim set forth in paper 8, dated MMcb 
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A 2. Letter of Gen. H. M, Daffield to the Secretary of War, dated Jannaiy 23, 
1000, transmittmg report on the Browna Ferry caae, regarding who deserved credit 
tor the conception of certain flank movement at Bridgeport, Ala., in 1863. 

A 3. Letter of Gen. William F. Smith to the Secretaiy of War, dated March, 1900, 
which is a reply to the report of General Duffleld. 

A 4. Letter of Gen. W. F. Smith to the Secretary of War, dated March 26, 1900, 
eubniitting an additional statement to substantiate his claim that he and not Geit' 
eral Roeecrans conceived the idea of opening the Tenneeaee River, and asking for 
the appointment of a board to decide the qtiest^on. 

£ 1. Letter of Gen. William F. Smith to Genetal Gillespie, dated Aaput 26, I9U0, 
Btatii^ thathewonld like to see the reply to his paper, and reply to it if he finds state- 
ments without evidence. Reqoeets Colonel Gillespie to read certain independent 
statements, and mentions them. 

B 2. Letter of Gen. WilUam F. Smith to General Gillespie, dated September 8, 
1900, Btatinc that he will not be able to send the histories to the board, for he does 
not own them, but will send to the recorder titles and pages. 

B 3. Letter of Gen. William F. Smith to General Gillespie, dated September 14, 
1900, asking to have pieeeuted to the board a list of booka be wishes ^e board to 
consult, etc. 

B 4. Lett«r of Gen. WUliam F. Smith to Gen. John R.. Brooke, requesting that 
certain books be exunined by the board, dated September 14, 1900. 

B 6. Letter of Gen. William F, Smith, dated September 20, 1900, asking the board, 
when discussing the question of his protest to the Secretary of War of November, 
1897, to examine certain authorities. 

B 6. Letteiof Gen. William F. Smith, dated September 20, 1900, inclosing a revised 
list of books he requests the board to examine while discosBing the subject of the 
L^end, etc 

B 7. Letter of General Smith to Colonel Sheridan, not dated, in which he desires 
to make a correction In a letter, copy of which he incloses, written by Mr. T. 
Williams. 

B 8. Letter of Gen. William F. Smith, dated October 8, 1000, mdoeing the follow- 
ing papers for the information of the board; 

1. Extract from Van Home's Life of Thomas. 

2. List of letters received at varione times from well-known parties. 

3. Copy of letter of John C. Ropes, dated May 2, 189S. 

4. Pamphlet entitled "The reopening of the Tennessee River near Chatta- 
nooga, October, 1863." 

B 9. Letter of Gen. William F Smith, dated October 8, 1900, inclosing the follow- 
ing papers which were sent him by the War Department; 

1. Copy of letter of R, A, Alger, Secretaiy of War, dated November 30, 1897. 

2. Copy of letter from General Smith to Col, H. M. Duffield, dated April 3, 
1898. 

3. Copy of letter of Gen. J. J, Reynolds, dated May 20, 1895. 

4. Map of Chattanooga and vicinity. 

5. Copy of letter of John C. Ropes, dated May 2, 1895. 

6. Extract from Van Home's Life of Thomas, from page 154. 

7. A pack^e of letters from various sources relating to the matter. 

8. A pamphlet entitled "The reopening of the Tennessee River near Chatta- 
nooga, October, 1863," 

9. List of references to authorities. 

10. IJet of letters received at various times from well-known persons. 

B 10. Letter of General Smith to General Gillespie, dated October 25, 1900, explain- 
'iR some things in connection with his claim, and especially Mr, Dana's letter. 
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B II. Letter oi Qeneral Smith, diited December 29, 1900, in answer to one from 
General Gilleepie asking certain qaeetione. 

B 12. Letter from Hon. Anthony Higgine, dated Bept«mber 21, 1900, stating that 
General Smith is not well, and that he reqneeta Mr. H^gina to represent him before 
the board. Hr. Higgins asks when the board will meet, ete. Carbon answer to 
Mr. Uig^ns inclosed. 

B 13. Letter of Gen. William F. Smith, dated September 28, 1900, requesting to be 
furnished with a list ot the papers forwarded by the War Department to the boud. 
Carbon answer inclosed. 

B 14. Letter of General Brooke to General Smith, dated November 26, 1900, 
relative to inability of board to meet until return of General Gillespie from Porto 
Rico. 

B IS. Letter of General Brooke to Hon. Anthony H^gins, dated Decembers, 1900, 
asking if ho proposes to submit any argument before board, and if so, whether or 
not a copy of said argument can be furnished to the park commission. 

B 10. Letter from Hon. Anthony Higgins, acknowledging General Brooke's letter 
of December 3, 1900. States he has not yet completed'the preparation of hia paper, 
but inqniree if he could have a copy of any paper submitted on behalf of the park 
commissioners. Carbon answer herewith. 

B 17. Letter of General Brooke to Hon. Anthony Higgins, relative to a meeting of 
the board called for Wednesday, January 9, 1901. 

B 18. Letter from Hon. Anthony Higgins, acknowledgii^ communication of Jan- 
nary 7, 1901, and incloses a paper prepared on behalf of General Smith. 

B 19. Copy of letter to Hon. Anthony Higgins, dated January H, 1901, Inclosing 
copy of the letter of the chairman of the Chickamanga and Chattanoo^ Natioiwl 
Park Commission (paper marked A 1) . 

B 20. Letter from General Smith, dated January S1-, J901, asking that he be pw- 
mitted to appear before the board in person. Carbon answer herewith. 

B 21. Letter of General Smith to General Gillespie, dated January 24, 1901, rela- 
tive to being permitted to appear in person before the board. 

B 22. Letter from Hon. Anthony Higgins, dated January 22, 1901, inclosing an 
additional statement in behalf of General Smith, and also a short letter from Genocal 
Smith himaelf npon the same subject. 

B 23. Letter of (^ieneral Smith, dated January S8, 1901, submitting a paper on mat- 
ters which ho intended to present orally to the board. 

C 1. Letter from Gen. H. V. Boynton, dated September 4, 1900, relative to cer- 
tain papers furnished General Smith which have not been returned, and asks if they 
• have been referred to the board. Aaka if he can see General Smith's reply to Gen- 
eral Dnffield's report, etc. Carbon answer herewith. 

C 2. Letter of Gen. H. V. Boynton, dated September 7, 1900, asking to be sent a 
letter of General Smith, of March last, to Secretary of War, discussing report of Gen- 
eral Doffield. Carbon answer herewith. 

C 3. Letter of Gen. H. V. Boynton, returning letter of Gen. William F. Smith, 
transmitted to the commission by letter oi September 6, 1900. 

C 4. Letter from Gen. H. V. Boynton, dated October 3, 1800, relaUve to "The 
mistakee of Grant," in the North American Review for December, 1886. 

C 5. Letter from Gen. H, V. Boynton, dated October 30, 1900, submitting to the 
board "sQch papers, records, and information" in the commission's possessian as 
are pertinent to the claim of Gen, W. F. Smith. 

C 6. Letter from Gen, H. V. Boynton, dated November 12, 1900, forwarding oopy 
of atlas issued by Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Park Commission, the first 
page of which contMns the full text of the legend to which General Smith objer' 
and Plate VI of which shows the pomtiona about Browns Ferry. 
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G 7. Letter from Gen. H. V. Bojvton, dated November 24, 19L0, relative to Oeti- 
ei^ Oilleepie'B inquiry abont the seadii^ of mape by General Roeecnuu'e order to 
GenM«l 'Hooker. 

G«. 'Letter from Gen. H, V. Boynton, dated November 24, 1900, incloeing a letter 
written by Capttun Margedant, September 4, 1895, which deacribee the mape and 
plaiu on band tiefore the relief of General Rosecr&nB. 

C 9. Letter from Gen. H. V. Boynton, dated November 27, 1900, statinff that the 
Pmik OommiBsion have the namee and addreeeee of 16 Barvivora of the Eighteeatb 
Ohio Battery, and have sent them all a copy of the inclosed letter. Answcre to the 
IfAter sent these snrvivore are herewith. 

C 40. Letter from Gen. H. Y. Boynton, dated November 30, 1900, requeeting that 
eX'Senator Higgins submit hie argument to the board in writing, to the end that if 
it boDtaine errors of Blatement the CommisBion may liave an opporttmlty to point 
theai out. 

D 1. Copy of letter from the Adjutant-General United States Army, dated Augost 
85,1900, designating names of officers to comprise board to investigate General Smith's 

B fl. Copy of letter to the Adjat&nt-General United States Army, dated November 
12, 1900, asking that the board appointed to report upon the matter of Maj. William 
F. Smith be authorized to visit Chattanooga. Letter of authority from Adjutaat- 
General herewith. 

B 8. Letter from the Coast and Gieodetic Survey, dated January 11, 1901, relative 
to maps on file concerning Chattanoc^ and its approaches. 

© 4. Letter from Frank S. Bond, late major and aid de camp on staff of General 
'Keaecrans, dated December 27, 1900, submitting an extract from his diary of events 
kept during the three years he was in the service. 

D'6. Estiact from article by Gen. J. D. Cox on the Chickamauga crisiB. Scribner's, 
September, 1900, pe^^ 332. 

D fl. Extract from Memoirs of Genera! Grant, vol. 2. 

D 7. Extract from the Memoirs of Gen. P. H. Sheridan (pp. 298-302). 

B B. Estraet from Rosecrana' s testimony t)ef ore the Joint Committee on the Con- 
duct of the War of 1865. Report of committee, part 3, 1864-65, p. 32-33. 

D 9. Letter from Gen. H. V. Boynton, dated November 26, 1900, tranSmittii^ three 
espies of a half tone showing the western slope of Lookout Mountain. 

D 10. Letter of Gen. A. W. Greely, dated November 1, 1900, forwarding for use 
of the board. History of the United Slates, Vol. IV, by J. F. Rhodes; The Missie- 
eir5)i Valley in the Civil war, by Fiske. 

D il. Stenographic report of the proceedings at the third reunion of the Army of 
the Cnmberland, at Indianapolis, December 16, 1869. 

N»TB. — Where duplicates appear in the above list, they are printed but once. 
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War DEPiRTMKNT, 

Chickamaooa and Cha-itanoooa National Park Commission, 

Wmhingion, Octob€r SO, 1900. 
Maj. Gen. John E. Brooke, 

Ornimanding Deparlmeiil of the EaM, Q<n!emors Island, New York. 
QeNEBAL: This commission has been notified by the Adjutant-General of the Army 
t the Secretary of War has appointed you president of a board to pass npon the 
■\cj of a legend, in an atlas issued by this commission, which attribntee the 
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aathorehip of the plan for opealbg the Tennessee Kiver lise of sapplies from Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., to Bridgeport, Ala,, in October, 1603, to Gen. W. 8. BoBecraaa. The 
accuracy of this legend is qneetioned by Maj. William F. Smith, United Stetes Anny, 
retired, who at the time of the openitions referred to was chief ei^neer of the 
Department of the Cumberland, with the rank of brigadier^eneral of Tolonteera, and 
who now claime that the plan for reopening the river line was his and not General 
Rosecrans's. 

The Secretary of War has directed this commisaon to furnish your board with 
"snch papers, records, and information as may be pertinent to the question at issne." 

That portion of the l^end to which General Smith objects appears in the atlas of 
the commission for map No. 6 [copy herewith) in the followii^ form; 

At daylight of October 27 the river line of communication with Bridgeport was 
opened by the execution of a plan for recovering Lookout Valley, devised ByGenenJ 
Rosecrans, approved by General Thomas, and ordered exeinited by General Grant 
under the immediate command of Brig, Gen. W. F. Smith. 

General Smith's contention, which baa reached this commission, unofficially, in 
various forms, is that the authorship of the entire plan set forth in this I^end should 
be ascribed to him. His last request to the Secretary of War for an offidal inqniry 
in the case is as follows:- 

I have the honor to ask that some officer of the United States Army, on the active 
OT retired list, may be detailed to take nj> and report upon the truth or falsity of the 
legend of the atlas published by the Cbickamauga Park Commission in so far as the 
legend refers to tbe authorship of the plan for reUeving the Army of the Comberluid 
from its poeilaon of starvation in 1863 (October), 

Tbe history of tbe case, which th^ commismon accepts as fully borne out by the 
official records, is: 

(1) That the plan for reopening the Tennessee Giver from Chattanooga to Bridge- 
port by the advance of General Hooker's forces from the latter point to Lookout 
Valley, there to meet cooi>erating troops to cross from Chattanooga, was devised by 
General Rosecnms before the arrival of General Smith from the east, and that befor« 
such arrival the preliminary orders for the execution of the plan for reopening the 
river line, including tbe construction of a steamboat at Bridgeport, and directions to 
General Hooker to cross the Tennessee at that point and come forward at once to 
Chattanooga, had been given by General Roeecrans. 

(2) That this movement was delayed by the operation known as tbe Wheeler 
raid on the mountain lines of communication; that orders for the original movement 
were repeated by General Bosecrans immediately after that raid, and the constmc- 
tion of pontoon boats for a bridge to Lookout Valley urged forward with vigor; that 
on October 19, 1863, after ordering General Hooker to be ready to move forward, 
General Rosecrana rode with Gen. J. J. Reynolds and Maj, F. S. Bond, of his staff, to 
Browns Ferry, and selected that as tbe place for throwing a pontoon bridge for the 
crossii^ into Lookout Valley of the cooperating force from Chattanooga, and that 
upon returning from that ride he received the order relievii^ him and placing Gen, 
George H. Thomas in command. 

(3) That General Thomas, upon assuming command, tolt^iaphed the same nigbt 
(October 19) to General Hooker to carry out General Rosecrans's last instructjons, 
and proceeded to perfect the details of General Rosecrans's plan; that upon the 
arrival of General Grant, four daj^ later, the plan was explained to him, and the 
next day its execution was ordered, the throwing of the bridge and occupation of 
the opposite shore being confided to Gen. W, F. Smith, who executed this part of 
the plan in abrilliant manner during the night of October 26 and morning of the 27th. 

(4) That General Grant in his dispatches ascribed the plan of relief to Gleneral 
Thomas, who, in turn, testified before the Committee on the Conduct of the W 
that the general plan was General Rosecrans's, and that he (Thomas) had comp' 
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it upon aaggminB command. Ja hie official dispatches he gave great credit to Gie&era] 
Smith for the " skillful execudon by General Smith of the work assigned him," 
The following dates will be found convenient in the further exonunation of the 

The Army of the Comberland, after the battle of Ghickamauga, was established in 
Chattanooga during September 22, 1863. 

General Hooker'a axtay reached Bridgeport September 30. 

Gen. W. F. Smith reached Chattanooga September 30, and was assigned to duty as 
chief engineer of the Deportment of the Cumberland October 3. 

General Koeecrana was relieved the evening of October 19, and Gen. George H, 
Thomas Immediately assumed command. 

General Smith fixes October 19 as the date of hie first visit to and first knowlec^e 
of Browns Ferry. In asigned communication printed in several newspapers, amor^ 
others the Philadelphia Press and the Chattanot^ Times, the date of the latter being 
September 15, 1895, General Smith also fixes the evening of October 19 as the time 
when be devised hie plan for the movement to reopen the river, and sets forth that 
he laid his plan before General Thomas October 20. 

The connection of General Roaectans with the reopening of the river by way of 
Browns Ferry and Lookout Valley, so iax as the some bears upon the accuracy of 
the l^end called in question by General Smith, is thus set forth in the official 
records — the refereocee being to the serial number and pi^ of the published records 
of the war. 

The day the Army of the Cumberland reached Chattuiooga from BossvUle after 
the battle o( Chickamanga, General Boeecrane ordered Whitaker's brigade to occupy 
the heights opposite Lookout Mountain. These were known as Moccasin Point. 
(Serial No. 50, p. 163.) 

HBADaUASTSRS DEPARTMENT OF THE CtMBERLAHD, 

Chattanooga, SeptoJtber tt, J86S. 
Maj. Gen. Gobdon Gkanobr; 

The general commanding directs that you order General Whitaker's brigade at 
once across the river to occupy the heights opposite the point of Lookout Mountain. 
Very reepectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. G. SwAiM, 
Captam, and AmBtamt Adjvianl-Genend. 

September 24 General Wbitaker reports the occupation of Browns Ferry by the 
One hundred and fifteenth Illinois and one section of the Eighteenth Ohio Battery, 
and fixes the position as 3 miles below the position of Colonel Champion (Ninety- 
sixth niinois), which was at Moccasin Point. (S. 52, p. 328) : 



This report was received the same day at General Boeecrans's headquarters, as 
appears from a preceding dispatch (S. 52, p. 827), 

This is held by this commission to dispose of General Smith's contention, presented 
at length in his pamphlet furnished this commission (pp. 103, 103) , that Cieneral Bose- 
crans hod no knowledge of the real Browns Ferry, butsuppoeedittobeatthemouth 
of Lookout Creek, 3 miles above and opposite Moccasin Point. The map with which 
General Smith sustains this contention is one of the series of progress maps issued as 
the army advanced, with the best obtainable information of the country in advance. 
This particular map was issued at Stevenson, Ala., September 8, and so before the 
entrance of any Union troops into Chattanooga. It was soon after corrected as to the 
iMmtion of the ferries. 
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-pw« September 27 Quartermaater-Generftl Meigs telegraphed Secretary StantAii as fol- 

)rt»» lowB (S. 52, p. 890): 

lereati Q^g steamboat and a few flats are ready for service. Another Bteamboat ie nearing 

completion. For another the machinery is at Bridgeport. The water is too low at 
tOLna present for the Paint Rock, the captured steamboat, to navigate the river, and the 

rebels command the channel. 'Wrien the troops understood to be on their way here 

arrive General Rosecrans expects to recover command of the river to Brid^port. 

Supplies can then be accimiulated by water. 
astapi General Smith, in his pamphlet sent tbia commiaaioD (p. 97), aaeerta that General 

Meigs as late as October 16 was ignonmt of any plan to reopen the river, and arguee 
^ f^ from that that General BoeecraniS had no plan. 

When General Hooker, in command of the forces on the way from the Army of 
mJ^: the Potomac to the relief of General Rosecrans at Chattanooga, reached Cindnnati 
BeiW he telegraphed General Rosecrans, September 29, as follows (S. 48, p. 177) : 
iditi yfiW General Rosecrans please indicate the point where the troops will leave the 
olffl'i railroad? 
"oJ"' September 30 General Rosecrans replied (S. 48, p. 179): 

Yonr corps 
M niH" tranaportatioE 

m tiiti ppjjg ^^agon tianaportatioD of the column had been left at the East 
'''"' ^ September 30 Colonel Hoi^^ee, chief quartermaster at Nashville, telegraphed Gen- 
P°* eral Rosecrans (8. 52, 947) : 

Will you please give me an idea as to where the troops now coming in will be for 
m »*■■ the present? 
'"^' The same date General Rosecrans repUed (S. 62, p. 947) : 

Your dispatch of this morning received. The troops now coming in will operate on 

the Lookout Valley line, imless called northward. 

1^^ Xhe contingency of calling some of the troops noriliward referred to the possi- 

bility that they would be needed to assist in repulsing the Wheeler raid. It turned 

^, fff out that this raid seriously delayed Hooker's forward movement to Chattanooga. 

oDllii September 26 Assistant Secretary Dana, in a telegram to Secretary Stanton, thus 

indicated General Rosecrans's preparations for meeting General Hooker's forces in 

^ Lookout Valley (8. 60, p. 201); 

Rosecrans is about to lay a brid^ across the Tennessee at mouth of Lookout Creek, 

rw< so that be can operate from here in that valley without crossing the mountain, 

){ui)tt And again, September 29, Mr. Dana telegraphs Mr. Stanton (S. 50, p. 203); 

ml 1^ Hooker will first be stationed at Wauhatehie, in Lookout Valley, at the junction of 

the Chattanooga and Trenton and Memphis and Charleston railroads. 

^1 The day after General Smith's arrival at Chattanooga and two days before he was 

)ji,)r assigned to duty, namely, October 1, General Rosecrans telegraphed General Hooker, 

■. IV who had arrived at Bridgeport September 30 {S. 53, p. 25) : 

I for crossing your 

With the exception of the last dispateh the quotations thus far made from the 
official records relate to a period antedating General Smith's arrival in the Western 
army. Yet in the face of these records he declares in hia pamphlet (p. 99) that up 
to October 16 "no line emanating from him [Rosecrans] has squinted toward a 
movement to recapture Lookout Valley, nor has he given to Dana or Meigs any 
bint of such a plan being on foot " 

It is held by the commission that these dispatches make it perfectly clear that 
General Rosecrans, at a time previous to the arrival of General Smith at Chattano<^;a, 
and at least three days before the latter was put on duty there, and nearly three 
weeks before the day which General Smith himself Axes as the date of his first visi* 
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to Browni Ferry, had tally decided upon the plita of opening Lookout Valley by an 
advance of General Hooker'a troopa from Bridgeport in cooperation witii the troops 
from Chattanoi^a. 

On the 22d of April, 1S65, General Roaecrans appeared before the Committee on 
the Conduct of the War in Washington, and upon being sworn, t«8tifi©d as follows 
in regard to hie plan for opening the line of snppliee through Lookout Valley to 
Bridgeport: 

As early ae the 4th of October, fourteen days after the battle, I called the attention 
of General Thomas and General Garfield to the map of Chattanooga and vicinity, 
and, pointing out to them the positions, stated that, as soon as 1 could possibly get 
the bridge materials for the purpose, I would take poeeesaton of lookout Vtuley, 
opposite the pase^e over the extremity of the mountain, and fortify it, thus com- 
pletely covering the road from there to Bridgeport, on the south side as well as the 
river, and giving us practical poaeeesion and use of both, as well as of Lockout 
Valley ; because, by means of a fortified t^te-de-pont, after our fortificationB at Chat- 
tanooga were completed, we could easily concentrate our whole force to %ht the 
enemy if he entered Lookout Valley, and that within leas than two hours' march, 
while he could not approach us in force with artillery without making a circuit over 
Lookout Mountain by way of Fricks and Stevens Gap, 26 milee aoutheiwt, which 
would lake two or three daya. 

An interior line of fortifications was laid out and put in course of constractjon, 
designed to cover our depots with a garrisou of one or two divisions against all the 
forces the enemy could brins. I had, moreover, ordered the construction of small 
flteamboata and bailees at Bridgeport to run thence to Chattanooga, two of which were 
well advanced when the army crossed on its advance into Georgia; and from the 
23d of September my correspondence and my staff ofBcera will testify that I was n^ 
ing the quartermaster, Captain Edwards, who had the work in hand, to hasten its 
completion, which it was hoped would be the case by the time we were ready to take 
and nold Lookout Valley. To effect thia General Hooker was directed to concen- 
trate bis troops at Stevenson and Bridgeport, and advised that as soon aa his train 
should arrive, or enough of it to aubsist nia army 10 or 12 miles from his depot, he 
would be directed to move into Lookout Valley to take possession of that; and every 
effort was made to complete the pontoons, etc. , to connect that with our troopa at 
Chattanooga. On the 19tii of October I examined the river and selected a point for 
the crossing of the bridge at Ferry to connect Hooker'a with the forces at Chatta- 
nooga. I moreover directed Gen. W . F. Smith to reconnoiter the shore above Chat- 
tanooga, with a view to that very movement on the enemy's right fiank which was 
afterwarda made by General Sherman. 

On the 19th of October, on my returning from selecting the position of the pontoon 
bridge, I received ordera to turn over the command of the army of the Cumi>erland 
to Major-General Thomas, repair to Cincinnati, and report from there by letter to 
the Adjutant-General for orders. (Report on the Conduct of the War, vol. 3, 2d 
series, p. 33, df Kosecrans Campaigns.) 

This teatimony waa given by General Bosecrana April 22, 1865, or. only seventeen 
months after the events. So far as the ofQcial record refers to the various points pre- 
sented it accords with thia teatimony. 

Gen. Daniel Butlerfield, who was General Hooker'schief of ataS, writing this com- 
mission under date of September 12, 1900, in reply to a letter asking for hia knowl- 
edge of the plan for reopening the river line of supplies, saya: 

I left Stevenaon by General Hooker'sorders, and through telegraph agreement with 
General Rosecrans, for Chattanooga and a conference and agreement with General 
Rosecrans as to our proposed march to the relief of the situation at Chattanooga with 
our forces. General Hooker and myself had gone over the situation and our factors 
and conditions, and agreed upon the movement acro^ the Tennessee at Bridgeport 
and march up the south bank of the river to a point to be selected and ^eef upon 
with General Kosecrans for our debouchment into Lookout Valley near Wauhatcnie, 
and clearing and protecting the movement of the steamer General Le Due, our moat 
efficient quartermaater, had approaching sufficient state of completion to carry fotsge 
and rations up to a point accessible to Chattanooga, all of which was done, and are 
■teTs of history by the records of our movement. I have nothing accessible to 
■y memory, but I send this to General Le Due to ask him to write you fully 

Tiey to ChattanooM found General Eosectana's headquarters in charge of 
on Granger, an old personal- friend, who told me in strict privacy and con- 



Sdence, apon my promise that I would under no drcnmstances permit it to be known, 
that he had in hia poasesBion a telegram (showing it to me) from Washii^toD to 
Boeeciane, which Kosecrana had not seen and did not know of as ret, bemg ont 
inepectine and going over the works and line, which telegrun relieved BoBecrans of 
command of Army of the Cumberland and directed him to turn it over to General 
Tbomae. 

From thia quotation it appears that General Rosecrans previoos to October 19 had 
arranged for a full conference with General Hooker through General Bntterfleld, his 
chief of staff, in regard to the details of the proposed movement forward into Look- 
out Valley at Wauhatohie. 

A communication from Gen. W. G. Le Due shows that as early as October 4 he 
wae actually engaged under General Hooker's orders in rushing the completion of a 
small steamboat to transport supplies to Chattanooga. 

In a recent letter to General ButterGeld, which he has placed at the service of this 
oomnuwdon, General Le Due writee: 



In regard to hastening the construction of the steamboat and barges which Captain 
Edwards was building at Bridgeport for service as soon as the river line could be 
opened, dispatches 8. 53, pages 309, 323, 343, and 347 sufficiently attest The quot- 
ing of one will be sufficient here: 

Batecrans to Hooker. 

Cbattanooga, October Ig, 

Push Edwards to hasten on the steamboat. The preparation of that is of primary 
importance both to your movements and mine. 

This is one of the boats for which General Roeectans directed General Bmith to 
find a landing place below Browns Ferry and behind Williams Island. According 
to General Smith's own claim these instructions antedated the evolution in his own 
mind of a plan for reopening the river. 

As to the urging forward the construction of pontoons for a bridge to Lookout 
Valley, Col. P. V. Fox, who, as a captain in the First Mich^an Engineers, had this 
work in charge, declared in his address at the dedication of the monument of his 
regiment at Chattanooga, prepared from a war-time diary: 



And that the Browns Ferry bri<^ when thrown was "900 feet long." 

General Grant's report contains this allunon (S.Se, p. 27) to the plan, which in 
telegraphing General Haileck (8. 54, p. 56) he treated as General Thomas's: 

Proceeding directly to Chattanooga, I arrived there on the 23d of October, and 
found that General Thomas had immediately, on being placed in command of the 
Department of the Cumtwrland, ordered the concentration of Maior-General Hook- 
er's command at Bridgeport, preparatory to securing the river and main wagon road 
between that place and Browns Ferry, immediately below Lookout Mountain. The 
next morning after my arrival at Chattanooga, in company with Thomas and Brig. 
Gen. W. F, Smith, chief engineer, I made a reconnoissance of Browns Ferry and 
the hills on the south side of the river and at the mouth of Lookout Valley. 

Geueml Thomas, in turn, in his official report [Nov. 7, 1863] (S. 54, p. 42), thus seta 
forth that the plan originated with General Roaecrans: 

Preliminary steps had already been taken to execute this vitally important move- 
ment before the command of the department devolved on me. The bri<tee, which 
it was necessary to throw acrossthe river at Browns Ferry togain possession of the 
Qorthem end of Lookout Valley and open conununication wUE Bridgeport by road 
and river, was nearly completed. 

That ia, that these preliminary steps, including the bridge for Browns Ferry, had 
tieen taken by General Rosecrans previous to October 19— the date when General 
SmiUi claims to have evolval his plan. 
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General Thomas, in his report to the Committee on the Condnct of the War, made 
thia hill sUteinent in regard to his taking conunand and proceeding to execnte the 
plan for reopeninft the river; 

HEAJXtUARTEKS Departhbkt Cunbkblakd, 

Oclofter 19, 1863— II p. m. 
Major-General Hookbb, SUventon: 

Maj. Greu. G. H. Thomas directs me to state that, in obedience to the orders of the 
President of the United States, he bee assumed command of the Department of the 
Cumberland. He desires that you will use all possible dispatch in concentrating 
your command and preparing to move in accordance with the inetructions of Gener^ 
Kosecraus, leaving proper nulroad guards. 

J, 3, Rbynolds, 
Major- General and Chief of -Slq^. 

The instnictionB referred to in the above were to concentrate as much' of his com- 
mand at Bridgeiwrt as he could safely 8j»re from guarding the railroad between that 
raiint and Nashville and to hold himself in readiness to move at any moment toward 
Chattanooga for the purpose of opening commiini cation with that place by river and 
by rail. Before he was relieved m command of the Department of the Cumberland, 
Genemi Bosecrans and his chief engineer, BnK. Gen. W. F. Smith, had consulted 
together as to means of relieving the army at Chattanooga from the perilous condi- 
tion it was in, owii^ to the great difficulty of obtaining suppUes, ana hod partially 
planned the movement, which was left to me to be completed when I assumed com- 
mand, namely, to open a short line of supplies from Brii^eport.' 

While General Thomas relates that Genera! Roeecrans had, previous to his relief, 
consulted with General Smith as to a plan for reopening the river line of supplies. 
General Smith, in paragraph 3, psge 54, of his reply to General Duffield, declares 
emphatically that "not a single word ever passed between" them on the subject, 
"nor was any partial plan made or discussed for any such purpose." Gienet&l Smith 
farther says: 

In makii^ this statement. General Thomas could not have had personal knowledge 
of such an occurrence, and must have taken the story from hearsay. A day or bo 
aft«r arriving at Chattanooga, I gave an opinion to General Bosecrana about his line 
of communications, and was so abruptly challenged as to the value of my opinion 
that from that lime until the 18tli of October not a single word ever passed between, 
us as to any "means of relieving the difficulty of obtaining supplies " nor was there 
any partial plan made or discussed by us for any such purpose. On the 18th of Octo- 
ber J said to General Bosecrans that I was going the next day to make a reconnois- 
eanee for a specific purpose. I went, made it alone, did not find what 1 had hoped 
for, retumea to headquarters to find Bosecrans relieved from conunand, had no con- 
versation with him about my day's work, and never saw him afterwards. The 
detailed account of this reconnoissance I will give as a supplement. I wish here to 
show only what is proved from the record, and the above remarks are only to show 
wherein General Thomas was led astray by incorrect statements of others. 

And yet it appears from Genera! Smith's private letter, which he quotes on pt^ 
59 of the same paper, that in some way he had been mCormed of the plan for Gen- 
eral Hooker to come forward into Lookout Valley. 

It is pertinent to add, upon the authority of Gen. J. J. Reynolds, chief of staff, 
that upon the morning of this order from General Thomas, General Roeecrans, 
before startii^ on his ride to Browns Ferry, sent an order to General Hooker, at 
Bridgep)ort, directing him to hold hie command in readiness to march, for reasons 
set forth in General Thomas's testimony, quoted above. This dispatch, as it will be 
noticed, was received at Stevenson at 6 o'clock on the morning of the 19th. 

Stevenson, Odober 19, 186S—9 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. B. S. GRANaBB: 

Dispatch received. Have just received orders from department headquarters to 
hold my command in readiness to march at short notice. Yours will be the only 
troops left on the line when I leave; therefore I can not relieve them. Confer with . 
"ral, Bosecrans on the subject 

Joseph Hookeb, 
Mc^OT'General, Cummanding. 
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In 1868, when General Thomas's headquarters, Depaitment of the Cumberland, 
were at Louisville, the engineer office, beii^ ready to issue General Thomas's official 
map o[ the camj«ignB of the Army of the Cumberland, wrote to General Thomas's 
headquarters for such corrections, if any, as it was thought desirable to make in 
the legends which had been furnished in 1865 with the map to the en^eer's office. 
These legends as first submitted to the ei^neer's office contained this par^raph, 
omitting, as will be seen, any part that General Boeecrans may have had in the plan 
for opening the river; 

On the 19th (October) Maj. Gen. Georee H. Thomas succeeded General Rosecrans 
in the command of the Dejwrtment of the Cumberland. General Grant arrived in 
Chattanooga on the 23d, and approving of General Thomas' s plana thev were carried 
into execution. General Thomas dirwited Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith, chief en^neer, 
to make a lodgment on the south bank of the Tennessee River, at Browns Ferry, 
and seize the range of hills in that vicinity, as they commanded the Kellers Ferry 
road. In connection with this movement General Hooker was to cross the Tenneasee 
River at Bridgeport and advance on Wanhatchie. 

This portion of the legend was amended at General Thomas's headquarters by 
returning it with the following insertion, showing that prior to being relieved— that 
is, prior to the day that General Smith, as he himself claims, first visited Browne 
Ferry— General Rosecrans had ordered Hooker's troops to advance toward Chatta- 
nooga for the purpose of opening the line of supplies: 

Prior to being relieved General Rosecrans had ordered the concentration of Hook- 
er's troops at Bridgeport, preparatory to advancing along the line ot the railroad 
toward Chattanooga. On nHBiiming command of the army of the Cumberland, Gen- 
eral Thomas ordered the immediate execution of this movement, and, after consulting 
with Brig. Gen. W. P. Smith, chief eiu;ineer, he determined upon certain other 
movements, in conjunction with Genertu Hooker's advance, looking to the opening 
of the Tennessee River and main wagon road from Bridgeport to Browns Ferry, it 
being impossible to supply the army at Chattanot^ by the road on the north osa\ 
of the river. 

The technicalitaes by which General Smith seeks to limit the point in Lookout 
Valley where General Rosecrans intended to throw his bridge to the exact mouth of 
Lookout Creek are not r^arded by this commission as of any force, since this was 
not only a thoroughly umnilitary point, but a^i impossible point unless the throwing 
of a bridge was to be supported by a sufficient force to clear Lookout Valley of the 
enemy and drive the Confederate army off Lookout Mountain. A bridge thrown 
at this point, as everyone who examinee it sees at a glance, would have been under 
the plun^g fire of batt«riea and riflemen upon inaccessible bluffs on the opposite 

Not only this, but the haul would have been increased by several miles through 
the deep soil of rich river bottoms, which would have been a matter of most serious 
importance in view of the well known reduced condition of the train animals. 
Besides, such route of supply wagons to and from the bridge would have been under 
artillery fire for more than a mile. It is held by this commission that to assume that 
anofficerof General Rosecrans'sattiunments would have attempted to throw a bridge 
at the mouth of Lookout Creek, when the long-established road from Chattanooga 
into Lookout Valley crossed at Browns Ferry, much nearer Chattanooga and quite 
beyond the reach of the enemy's guns, is too preposterous for serious consideration. 
Undoubtedly the terms " mouth of Lookout Creek" were used as equivalent to the 
mouth of Lookout Valley. 

While no official decirion has been made by this commission because of the 
unofficial Station of the various claims of General Smith, its members have given 
much and careful study to all queations involved in the present discussion. They 
have satisfied themselves by abundant t«stimoay, and, as they think, beyond pos- 
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eibility of donbt, that what is now known as Browns Ferry has been so known 
back to the time of the Indian occnpation of the sarroimdii^ country. 

Mr. Jesse AlliBon, a resident of Chattanooga and a pilot upon the Tennessee Biver 
in that vicinity for a long term of years before the war, says that to his kno-wletlge 
no other ferry than what is now known as Browns Ferry has ever existed wittun his 
knowledge of the river between that point and Chattanooga. 

Mr. Allan Parker, an old citizen who has lived all his life in Ijookont Valley, near 
Browns Ferry, informs members of the commission that the present Browns Ferry 
has been known as snch to his knowledgeforseventy-fiveyears, and that during' tbat 
time there has been no ferry above it from Lookout Valley, either by that or any 

Much has been made at times in the coone of this discussion of a clum that a 
ferry existed in the vicinity of Moccasin Point, and it has been attempted to estab- 
Ush this claim by reference to the capture and recapture of a ferryboat at the foot of 
Lookout Mountain above the mouth of Lookout Creek. Upon prosecutii^ inquiry 
into this matter, the conmiission discovered and entered into correspondence with 
members of the One hundred and fifteenth Illinois Infantry who were engOiged in 
navigating this boat at the time of its capture by the Confederates. It turns out to 
have been a boat which had floated down from the vicinity of Chattanooga and 
caught upon the shoal between the city and Lookout Mountain. The boat was die- 
lodged from this position by a detail from the One hundred and fifteenth Illinois, 
and in the attempt to take it to the vicinity of Williams Island it came under the 
fire of the Confederate pickets and was captured. It was subsequently recaptured. 
Full information in regard to these facts in writing from the persons engaged in the 
attempt to take the boat down the river is now in the possession of this commiSBioD. 
The boat had never been used as a ferry anywhere in the vicinity of Lookout Moun- 
tain or Lookout Valley. 

Gien. James A. Garfield, chief of staff to General Rosecrans at Chattanooga, 
answering an inquiry as to the authorship of the plan for reopening the Tennessee 
Biver line of supplies, wrote June 8, 1876, as follows, to General Carman: 

I left Chattanooga for Washington late in October [IS], but before I left, Gen- 
eral Eosecrans and I had not only discussed the project of securing Lookout Valley, 
but General "Baldy" Smith had been sent to examine the nver and report a 

filan for bridgine it, and the pontoons were nearly completed when I left. I was 
amilior with all the details of the plan and aided General Rosecrans in perfect- 
ing them. Whether they were subsequently changed or modified in execution I 
can not now say. But the inception of the general plan is certainly due to General 
Rosecrans. 

Capt. William Margedant, recently deceased, at Hamilton, Ohio, who was Gea- 
eral Roscrans's topogifiphical engineer at the time of the Browns Ferry movement, 
has exhibited to members of the commission photographs of the river, including 
Browns Ferry and theadjacent shores, taken before General Smith arrived from the 
Eastern army, by direction of General Rosecrans, as part of the work of preparing 
for opening the river at that point. 

Gen. J. J. Reynolds, chief of staff lo General Rosecmns, who rode with the Gen- 
eral on the 19th of October, 1863, to Browns Ferry for the purpose of examining it 
with a view to throwing a bridge at that point, in 1895 visited that position with a 
member ot the commission. He clearly recognized it as the point to which he rode 
with Genera! Rosecrans the day the latter was relieved. Upon also visiting the river 
in the vicinity of Moccasin Point and opposite the mouth of Lookout Creek, he was 
equally certain that no point in that vicinity had been examined with a view to 
bridging the river at that location. 

Maj. Frank S. Bond, now residing in New York, and senior aid to General Bose- 

crans in Chattanooga, also rode with the general and General Reynolds on October 

Browns Ferry for the purpose of selecting a point for a practicable crossing 
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for General Hooker's command into Lookout Valley. He said of hie recollectiona, 
in a letter to the chairman of this commission, dated November 7, 1895; 

They are, however, perfectly clear as to the fact that Geneisl RoeecranB, General 
Reynolds, Gen. Boldy Smith, and I started early on the morning of October 19 to 
ma^e a reconnoiaaance on the north bank of the river, for the jiurpose of gelecting a 
point for a practicable croeeing to General Hooker's command into Lookout Valley. 
A careful examination of the river was made and a point known as Browns Ferry 
was Belected for auch crossing. The entire day wae spent in making this examina- 
tion, and my recollection is that it was just after dark when we returned to Chatta- 
nooga, and the general, stopping at General Thomas's hcadtjuarters, there learned 
that the order relieving him from command had been received. General Smith, 
while admitting that he started with General Rosecrans to make an examination of 
the river, claims that the general stopped at eome hospital en ruute, and that he. 
General Smith, went on by himself and made an eiammation of the river on his 
own account. I do not wish to be understood ae questioning General Smith's state- 
ments as to his peisonal movements; he would know as to them better than I. I 
do know, however, that I accompanied General Rosecrans, with General Reynolds, 
in making that reconnoieeance, and that the point on the river known and believed 
to be Browns Ferry was selected as the best point tor a croesing. I also know of 
my own knowledge that, previous to making this examination oi the river, orders 
had been given for the building of some fifty or more pontoons, additional to those 
required for a second bridge (at Chattanooga) , and that these were intended to be 
used for such crossing, and they were about completed on the day General Rosecrans 
made his selection of Browns Ferry as the point where he intended to move Gen- 
eral Hooker's command acroes the river. Lhave also a distinct recollection that 
prior to this examination of the river bank I accompanied General Rosecrans a 
number of times to the point where the pontoons necessary for this movement were 
being constructed. 

This is a statement of Major Bond long after the event, but while it is supported 
by the official record, General Smith furnishes the copy of & record made by Major 
Bond at the time. The entry in his daily diary for October 19, 1863, is thus quoted 
by Genenl Smith on page 131 of the paper, wherein he lays his claim before General 
Duffleld: (Appendix 8.) 

er the river with General Roeeciwie 

... ... .._ ', the propoeed point for location of 

pontoon bridge, pontoons for which are being built, and are nearly finished, at Chat- 
tanooga. On return heard General Roeecians was relieved of command, with orders 
to report at Cincinnati. Remainder of the night was busy getting ready to start in 
the morning. 

Col. A. J. Mackay, chief quartermaster on the staff of G^netal Thomas, writing to 
Major Bond, says: 

Let me here say ttiat I fully concur in yonr statement that orders had been given 
to build boats for bridging the river at Browns Ferry previous to the arrival of Gen- 
eral Smith. Upon his arrival Geneisl Smith assumed full charge and direction of 
the work to open the "cracker line," a service for which he secured the recognition 
of the principal generals. 

In reference to General Boeecrans's plans for the Browns Ferry movement, as 
they bad developed previous to General Smith's arrival in the Western army. Captain 
Margedant, topographical engineer of the department, writes to this conunieeion 
that he liad already prepared for General Rosecrans a map of Browns Ferry and its 
surroundings, being the Browns Ferry where the pontoon bridge was afterwards 
thrown, and that at this point he had on hie map sketched in the boats of a pontoon 
hrid^; and further, that this map was taken from his headquarters to General 
Smith's headquarters immediately after General Smith was assigned to duty as chief 
engineer of the Department of the Cumberland, by Coast Survey officers acting under 
General Smith's orders. 

At the third annua) reunion of the Society of the Army of the Cumberland, held at 
Indianapolis December 15 and 16, 1669, General Roeewms, who met his conuad" 
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for tfae first time after hia relief at Chattanooga, being called upon at the bwnquet, 
where Gen. P. H. Sheridan presided as preiident in the abaence of General Thocaae, 
in referring to the reopening of the Tenneesee River eajd; 

It was known to the corps commandera almost immediately after we took posses- 
ion of Chattanooga, the oDJevtive point of the caronaign, that I intended to do what 
I could to move (ieneral Braag'e boots [laughter], and that in pQrenance of that 
intention 1 directed pontoon bridges to be built with the utmost rapidity, so that 
we conld eet the use of the roads on the north Hide of the TenneHsee. I had con- 
tracted wiln two of the heaviest bridge-bnilding ilmiH in the conntry — one in Cleve- 
Und and one in Chicago—to rebuild the railroad bridges across the Tennessee and 
Running Water without delay, and I had ordered eonstructed four Bleamboata for 
use on the river. The hull of one was about finished and the calking was being 
done on another before we crossed the river. I had also directed other jxintoona to 
be constructed by which we could throw a bridge acrora the Tennessee below the 
mouth of Lookout Creek, on which to mareh and take possession of Lookout Valley. 
That matter was known to the corjis commanders, and it was known, I think, to my 
young friend, Phil. Sheridan, for, though a division commander, he used to be down 
at headquarters frequently, and 1 took a great deal of pleasure in consulting with him. 

Gen. P. H, Sheridan, interposing, said: 

I will state that I rode in company with General Roeecrans at the time he was 
looking at the croexing of the river, when he was making arrangements to pnt the 
bridge across. [Cheers.] 

General Rosecrans continued: 

At an early period after his arrival I directed Gen. Baldv Smith, he having 
reported to me and been made chief engineer, tojmake a careful examination of the 
ahore opposltevthe mouth of the Oiickamauga with a view to operations as soon as 
General Sherman should arrive. On the I9th of October we proceeded to examine 
the exact point where we intended to cross the river for the purpose of taking poe- 
session ot.Lookout Valley. On returning that evening I received a telegraphic dis- 
patch announcing my removal from the command of the Army of the Cumberland 
and the appointment.of Major-General Thomas to that command. * * * 

There is one other little incident which I will tell you, because it concerns myself, 
and that is: After the orders were all dispatched and sent to the adjutant-general, 
and orders were pven for the barawe to be made ready for my departure in tie 
morning. General Thomas said: '^ow, General, I want you to De kind enough to 
describe the exact plan for the taking of Lookout Valley as you proposed it." I 
went over it again, and told him when, where, and how it was my purpose to cross 
the river; how to occupy Lookout Valley and to secure the use of the road on the 
south side of the river. 

A few moments after Gen. Gordon Granger, who was present at the closing inter- 
view with General Thomas when the plan for opening the river was rehearsed, asked 
General Roeecrans to yield to him for one moment, and siud: 

1 am not going to make a speecli. I have nothii^ to say, but I simply want to 
confirm what the General has said. I was in command of j^ of the forces, and I 
saw and know that what General Rosecrans has said is true, verbatim, et literaUm, 
et punctuatim. 

General Rosecrans, resuming, said: 

Before long we went to battle, torj don't you know, we wanted to command Look- 
out Valley and have the use of the nver. The time came very soon for the execution 
of that plan, and it was executed. The plan was executed and Lookout Valley was 
taken. The river was opened and the army was saved and supplied with bread. 
The remarks of the soldierB that they could defend that line if I would open the 
cracker line were about right. [Laughter.] 

At the conclusion of General Rosecrans's remarks General Granger added: 

I simply want to testify to the truth of what General Rosecrans has said, I have 

(^ it in writii^, It is a matter of record. The plan was inaugurated and proposed 

he two friends you see there — Gen. Phil, Sheridan {I think you call him] and 

W. 8. Rosecrans. I remember the night of the discussion in General Sheridan's 

ibout crossing that river, and when we'd cross it, and where, and how, and 
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^vhnt was neceHsary to cTOBa it with.. And then what the Generiil has spoken of took 
place. It was the rkht plan, of conrae, and the pbut waa followed out, and the plan 
was succeei^l, and tiie result showed that it waB the light plan. It has long since 
been Hud that it was a bad time to Hwap horses when crosBinga stream, and I thought 
it was a bad time to swap commanders; but it wae done, and General Thomas and 
all there went to workat General RoeecnuiB'e plan ^d policy, aad it was carried out, 
and carried out snccessfully, [Applause and cheera. ] 

All of the above remarks were etenograpbically reported by Mr. W, H. Draper, of 
Indianapolis, who had been appointed official stenographer of the society. 

Gen. John T. Wilder, the well-known commander of a brigade of mounted infantry, 
was the first to appear before ChatUmooga in the course of the campaign. He closely 
patrolled the north bank of the river from the mouth of the North Chickamauga to 
the Suck, below Williams Island, until the city was occupied by the Union forces. 

Soon after General Smith's claim was called to the attention of this CommisHion, 
G!«neral Wilder made a verbal statement of his early knowledge of Browna Ferry to 
a member of this Commission. Having been recently aaked to write his recollections 
of his visitB to Browns Ferry, he writes as follows: 

Unitbd States Pension Agency, 

KnoxviUe, linn., Septen^nr 8, 1900. 
Gen. H. V. Boynton, Waehinffton, D. C. 

Dbab Genbbai.: I have just returned from Ohicaeo and find your letter here. On 
August 20 or 21, 1863, my command arrived on the north bank of the Tennessee 
River, opposite the city of Chattanooga. The nest morning I, with an escort of one 
company, and with William Crutchfleld, aprominentcitizenof Chattanooga, who had 
crossed the river the previous ni^t, as a guide, went down the river to examine all 
possible fords and practical crossii^, following the river bank as far down the river 
as the "Suck." 

Mr. Crutchfleld pointed out Eoss Tow-head as a ford; the bar at mouth of Lookout 
CrceLasanotherduringextreme low water; Williams Island as a practical ford, below 
which point there was no practical ford. At Browns Ferry, a short dist^ice .above 
Williams I^nd and about a mile uid a half or more below the mouth of Lookout 
Creek, a wagon road reaches the river from Lookout Valley, on thesouth side, as well 
as from the Chattanooga Valley, on the north side of the river. The approaches to 
this ford are pretty well hidden by a low ridge of hills running parallel to and on the 
southeast side of the wagon road. 

General Bosecraus had signaled me from Bridgeport, Ala., to make and forward 
to himaskefchanddescriptionof the topsgmphy and military surroundings of Chat- 
tanooga. This I did, and accompanied it with a sketch map, on the 23d of August. 
After the battle of Chickamauga on September 23 Gen. J. J. Reynolds called me to 

s headquarters in Chattanooga and asked me for the same information, which 1 



embodied in a sketch map of the surrounding country. Mid went with General Rey- 
nolds to the office of General Rosecrans, where we found Gen. Gleoige H. Thomas 
and the same William Crutchfield. I immediately produced the map, and with the 
tud of Mr. Cruti^fietd explained to Generals Rosecrans and Thomas the whole situ- 
ation of roads, mountains, ferries, and fords near Ohattano<^a. 

The next day I accompanied Generals Eeynolda and Rosecrans, accompanied by 
Mr. Crutchfleld, to the nort^h side of the river, at Browns Ferry, and eiplained to 
General Rosecrans how enppHes might reach Chattanoo^ by way of Kdleys Ferr^, 
Lookout Valley, Browns Ferry, ana across Stringers Itidge to Cnattaaooga, all this 
route being beyond the reach of the enemy's guns on Lookout Mountain. Mr. 
Crutchfleld told us that the ferry had been established by a Cherokee half-breed 
named Brown, and who was reputed to -have murdered many travelers for robbeiy 
and to have thrown their bodies in the river during the time of the Cherokee occu- 
pation of the country by the Indians. 

I know that General Rosecrans had full knowledge of the location of Browns Ferry 
and ks possibilities as a supply route from Bridgeport to Chattanooga, and when I 
left him after the visit there— Browns Perry — he was discussing the plan, aftem^rds 
adopted, for taking possession of Browns Ferry hy a night attack from pontoon boats 
dropped down the river in the darkness from Chattanoi^a. 

1 am, truly yours, J. T. Wilder. 

P. S.— Mr. Crutchfleld assured General Rosecrans that this route from Kelleys 
Ferry was without mountains and not one-fourth as long as the predpitons and rock-' 
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route across Waldens Ridge, which he said was impntctiotble becwise of the impce- 

-■-'"ty of BUBtaining the animale required tor trr — — >-';-- — - -i-^^ ^ ,i 

elj haul their own foit^, let alone supplies 

The lioaid will aJso eee by examining the second paragraph of Gen. T. J. Wood's 
report to General Rosecrane, dat«d August 23, 1863(8.52, p. 137), that this officer vSB 
calling attention to the croa^ng at Browna Ferry, the road at that point from Chatta- 
nooga being formerly known as the Nashville Pike. From this statement, in con- 
nection with that of General Wilder, it seems clear that General Roeecrans wbb 
informed in regard to Browns Ferry and the roads leading therefrom during the 
laj9t week in August, or at least five weeks before General Smith arrived at 
Chattanooga. 

In Van Home's History of the Army of the Cumberland, Volume I, in the preface 
of which he says "the materials for the work were mtunly collected and (compiled by 
General Thomas," in the course of bis discussion of the reopening of the Tennessee 
River he says, page 393: 

In anticipation of an open river, steamboat building had been commenced long 
before at Bridgeport, and a steamboat captured at Chattanooga had been repaired. 
General Rosecmna had in view the opening of the river and the erection of store- 
houses on Williams Island, situated opposite the termination of Lookout Valley, and 
gave orders to Genera! Hooker to concentrate such portions of his command at Bridge- 
port as the safety of the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad would permit, and hold 
himself in readiness to move toward Chattanooga. He also gave oniers for the con- 
struction of pontoons for a bridge down the river. On the 19th he directed Brii;. Gen. 
W. F. Bmitn, his chief enpneer, to reconnoiter the river in the vicinity of Williams 
Island, with a view to making the island a cover for a steamboat landing and store- 
houses. That day he was relieved as commander of the Army of the Cumberland. 

This is followed on pages 395, 396 by this statement: 

• ft » xhe same day, October 19, the day the conunand of the army was torni- 
ally reUnquished by General Eosecrans, General Thomas directed G«nenu Hooker to 
hasten the concentration of bis command and bis preparations to move, in accordance 
with the previous instructions of Genera! Eosecrans. 

General Grant reached Chattanooga on the 23d in the evening, and the projected 
plan for securing a lodgment of troops on the left bank of the river at Browns Ferry, 
as the initial step in opening the river and shorter roads to Bridgeport, waa at once 
submitted to him. The day following, in company with Generals Thomas and Smith, 
he made a thorough reconnoissance north of the nver, with reference to the feasibility 
of the plan propc»ed. Agreeing with those who had matured the scheme, he author- 
ized its execution. Fortunately, the preparations were far advanced, and their coni- 
Sletion required little time. General Smith was charged with the enterprise and 
irected to perfect the necessary arrangements. 

It is just to General Smith to add that this account also presents General Thomas's 
strong commendation of the brilliancy with which Genera! Smith conceived and exe- 
cuted the part of the movement assigned to him. 

Gen. J. G. Parkhurst was provost marshal of the Fourteenth Corps at the time of 
the movement on Browns Ferry. One division of this corps was in the force coop- 
erating with Hooker's advance. General Parkhurst, under General Thomas, com- 
manded the post of Chattanooga, and always had close relations with the General 
and his staff. In reply to a recent letter asking for his recollections upon the points 
at issue, he writes: 

CoLDWATEB, Mich., SepUmber lO, 1900. 

My dear Boyntoh: I am in receipt of your favor of the 2d instant. 

At the time of the "Browns Ferry" expedition I was acting as provost marshal. 
Fourteenth Army Corps, to which General Palmer had recently been assigned. 

't was the understfuiding of General Thomas's old staff that the expedition w*8 
"ed by General Rosecrans, and was ordered by General Thomas soon after be 
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The point eettled upon by ^oaecrans was a 
Lookout, and Hazen'e and Turchin'a brigades w« 
the expedition. 

I had no means of being poet«d in the details, but have a distinct recollection that 
General Thomas gave General Rosecians all the credit for conceiving this plan for 
the relief of our army. 
Very truly, yours, 

J. O. Pabehuskt. 
Gen. H. V. Bothttob, 

— - yn,D.C. 



The above official records, and other papers from officers of note who participated 
in the events which yonr board is called upon to review, are held to sustwn the 
general aceoracy of the legend called in question by General Bmitb. 

Claims of General Smith to the contrary, as set forth in pamphlets and news- 
paper communications, have been informally before this commission since 18S1. 
They were never called officially to its attention until the reference by the adjutant- 
general of Gen. H. M. Duffleld's report to the Secretary of War, 

General Duffield, whose investigation of the case by direct order of Secretary Alger 
was wholly independent of this commission, referred to it a paper from General 
Smith containing but one feature of his cltum, namely, the discovery of Browns 
Ferry. To that answer was made and some other features of the case discussed. It 
is understood that this report of General Duffield, and ita accompanying papers, has 
been placed in the poseeasion of your board. 

The various forms in which General Smith's claims have reached this commission 

1. In a pamphlet published by General Smith in 1891, entitled, "The relief of the 
Army of the Cumberland and the reopening of the short Une of communication 
between Chattanooga, .Tenn., and Bridgeport, Ala., in October, 1863; William 
Farrar Smith, brevet major-general, U. S. A.," wherein General Smith says: 

• • • Prom the hills on which I was at work I looked on the river and the 
northern end of Baccoon Mountain daily, and it finally occurred to me that if we 
could seize the end of that mountain resting on tlie river, and if Hooker, at the 
«ame time, could occupy and hold the passes, we could make a depot for supplies on 
Williams Island, and from there supply the army at Chattanooga by wi^ns over a 
road not more than 5 miles in length, wnich would be practically reopening the river 
and saving the army from the Fate that seemed closely impending. 

So impressed was I with this idea tliat on the afternoon of the 18th of October I 
went to General Rosecrans and told him that I desired, on the following day, to 
reconnoiter down the river to see if a footing could not be gained which could be 



held and thus perhaps give us relief . Genera! Rosecrans said, "Go by all n 

I will go with you." In my official report of operations afterwards {from eourteey) 

I mentioned that as an order from General Rosecrans. * * • 

2. In a pamphlet published by General Smith in 1895, entitled "The reopening of 
the-Tennessee Biver near {Chattanooga, October, 1863, as related by Maj. Gen. 
George H. Thomas and the Official Record; compiled and annotated by Bvt Maj. 
Gen. William Farrar Smith," b which it is said: 

It was only after Rosecrans's paper in the North American Review appeared that 
I ever took any steps towards vmdicating my claims t« the credit of thewholemove- 
ment. At the time no one in the Army of the Cumberland gave the credit to any 
other person, and I was entirely willing to let mv actions drift into history in an 
ordinary way. Of late it has become a question almostot veracity between me and 
certain other persons who are not willing to let the Official Record make the history 
of the war, but set up ex parte statements based on nothing. 

3. Id a letter from General Smith to Hon. Russell A. Alger, Secretary of War, dated 
Wilmington, Del., November 5, 1897, in Which this occure: 

I have the honor to make this appeal to you to correct the official misrepresents 
tioB of history which has been made by yoor subordinates in the War Deportmei 
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I make this appeal to you as the only sourre to whiclj each appfAls can be made and 
through whom juBtice can ba done. 

Id a n'ries of maps, entitled ' 'Atlas of Battlefields of Chickamauga, Chattano<^;a, and 
vicinity," a copy of which has recently come into my poeseeeion, there in found in 
the eecoud pantKTaph of the leetjsd, under the hewl of Chattanoi^ja, the following 
statement, vii; "At daylight of October 27 the river line of coeemunicatiou with 
Bridgeport was opened by the execution of a plan for recovering Lookout Valley 
deviMxl by General Kosectans, approved by General Thomas, and ordered executed 
by General Grant under the inuuediate command of Brig. Gen. W. F.Smith." • • • 

4. After General Alger had referred this appeal to General Duffield for consider- 
ati<Ki and report. General Smith hud before General Duffield a paper signed by 
himself, entitled "Th« Browns Ferry movement—The daim of General Smith 

In this paper his claim waa reduced to the single point that he, and not Cleiieral 
Rosecrane, eeleeted Browns Ferry as the best point for the bridge into Lookout Val- 
ley, and the claim is thus stated: 

The claim is this: That General Smith, on October 19, 1863, alone, and without 



to the conformation of the ground, securely held, at such a distance from the enemy's 
liatteriea that a bridge, if thrown across the stream at that point, would be safe from 
their fire and availaole for the needs of the military situation. 

It is not denied that General Roeecrans had in mind the desirability of eetablish- 
ii^ a bridge over the river nor that he visited the river — also on Octwwr 19, 1863 — 
for the purpose of selecting a site for a bridge, but it is denied that he visited Browns 
Ferry, where the bridge was thrown, and it is claimed that this spot was selected, 
not by him, but by General Smith. 

The matter in dispute, therefore, is a very narrow question of fact. 

5. In General Smith's comments upon General Duffield's adverse findings, page 
56, he repeats his claim to the whole plan as set forth in his pamphlet of 1891, and 
already quoted. 

6. In his letter to Secretary Boot asking for the appointment of a board, dated Jan- 
uary 16, 1900, as quoted on page 26 of this communication, which is construed l>y 
this commission as a claim to the authorship of the entire plan for relieving the Army 
of the Cmnberland. 

It is held that the papers already produced in this communication demonstrat« 
the accuracy of the legend called in question by General Smith in each and all of 
these various forms of stating his claim. 

Although this commission regards the claim of General Smith as to the falsity ol 
the Intend in question fully disproved by the matter thus far presented, it is impelled 
to place on file with the board, although through partial repetition, its dissent from 
many points made hy General Smith in the course of his long controversy lest the 
silence of the commission should be accepted as assent. 

General Smith insists at much length in his published pamphlets and other papers- 
submitted to the board that since a progress map issued at Stevenson, Ala., before 
the occupation of Chattanooga, designates Browns Perry as Williams Ferry, and 
places Browns Ferry near the mouth of Lookout Creek, therefore General Rosecrans 
knew nothing of the real location of Browns Ferry, since, as General Smith asserts, 
this was the only map known to General Rosecnms. 

In this connection the commission deems it sufficient to call attention to the 

reports of General Wilder and General Wbitaker, the latter showing that the real 

Browns Ferry was occupied under orders from Genert^ Hoseerans as early as the 

S4th of September, previous to the arrival of General Smith from the Eastern army. 

-"1 Smith repeatedly declares tiiat a ferry existed at the mouth of Lookout 

•^hatGeneralEoeecranshadthisinmindinallof his plans, and rode to this 

eneral Reynolds on the day of his relief, instead of to the real Browns 
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Ferry, 3 milee below. To snatainbia claim of a ferry at the moath of Lookout 
Creek he refers to the capture of a ferryboat in the vicinity of Moccasin Point, and 
affirma that this was the boat used in an established ferry at that point. This, how- 
ever, was the boat of a horee ferry which liad long lieen in use near the foot of 
Market street in Cimttanoi^a, and which had floated down and canght upon the tow- 
head alxtve the point of Lookout Mounhun. This was a ferry operated by a well- 
known citizen named Long. General Wilder ref^v to it in his dispatch, serial No. 
52, pege 122. It was taken off the tow-head by a company of the One hundred and 
fifteenth Illinois Infantry of General Whitaker's brigade, and in attempting to float 
it down to Williams Island it waa covered by Confederate riflemen at the foot of 
Lookout Mountiun and captured. It was soon recaptured and taken to the Union 
forces opeiatii^ below Browns Ferry. 

To anatain his contention that General Boaecranshad continually in mind the throw- 
ing of a bridge at the niouth of Lookout Creek, General Bndth quotes a statement of 
the General to the effect that he intended to throw his bridge across the Tennessee 
beyond the point of Lookout Mountain. As the whole of Lookout Valley, as seen 
from Chattanooga, is heyond the point of Lookout, this point seems to the commis- 
Mon to be entirely without force. It is also true that General Thomas, General 
Grant, and Mr. Dana used the terms "mouth of Lookout Valley" and "mouth of 
Ixiokout Creek" as apparently synonymous. 

General Smith presents the various dispatehes showing energetic work on the part 
of General Eosocrans in restoring several lines of communication north of the river 
as proof that he was not at work upon any plan for opening the shorter line of river 
supplies, and says in regard to this matter: 

" If General Eoseerans had, aaheasserted, a plan for opening the short line between 
Brid^port and Chattanooga, it is difficult to understand hia reason for beginning the 
repair of the long route." 

General Thomas, however, seems to have been able to comprehend this matter, 
even if General Smith failed to appreciate it, when he telegraphed'to General Hal- 
leck the day after the successful opening of this short line: 

' ' I intend to repair the roads leading to Tracey City and McMinnville, two termini 
of branch railroads. The importance of the position of Chattanooga is too great to 
neglect any means of supplying or reenforcing it." (Serial No, 54, p. 41.) 

In the same way the telegram of Mr. Dana to the Secretary of War, dated on the 
23d of October, saying: "The pontoons are done for a bridge across to Lookout Val- 
ley as soon as Hooker has moved into that position," is thus disposed of by General 
Smith: "The last part of that last sentence shows that Mr. Dana did not appreciate 
the plan." 

Gieneral Smith makes the point that as no orders for a bridge at Browns Ferry 
passed through his hands after all engineering operations had been placed in his 
.charge by an order of October 10, consequently there could havebewi no orders for 
the completion of boata for such a bridge. It, however, clearly appears from what 
has already been presented that General Koeecrana in pereon gave orders on the 7th 
of October to Capt. P. V. Fox, in charge of pontoon construction, to go on with the 
building of boats, which aft^'wards transpired were for Browns Ferry, and that, 
according to Captain Fos, boats for a bridge 1,000 feet long had been completed 
before the date of General Bosecrans's relief. 

In his second pamphlet, page 93, General Smith declares that all idea of opening 
the river line seems to have been abandoned by October 9, the close of the Wheeler 
raid, a statement which is directly contradicted by the official records heretofore 
produced. 

On the ninth, tenth, and eleventh pages of the same pamphlet [pages 94, 95, 96, of 
thiB reprint] General Smith argues that if there waa a plan of opening the rive"* 
iai as SheUmound, nothing farther waa heard of it after the 14th ot October. 



V, Co Ogle 



40 

OnpBgel2of thesameptunpMet[96], notwitbstsndii^itieclekrly established that 
orders for boate for a bridge to commuuicate with Lookout Valley were given by 
Geoeral Bosecrane on the 7th of October, General Smith declares that on the 16th of 

that month'. "There was no thought on the part of anyone at the time of putting 
together materiale for such a bridge." 

On the thirteenth page of hia second pamphlet [97] General Smith declares that Gen- 
eral Meiga, who was aappoeed to possess the full confidence of General Boaecrans, 
was " ignorant of any such plan," being tbe plan for opening the river line. And 
yet in serial No. 52, page 890, of the oflScial records, appears the following from 
General Meiga to Secretary Sl&nton under date of Chattanot^a, September 27, 1863, 
three days before General Smith arrived from the eastern army: 

* • • One steamboat and a few flata are ready tor service. Another steamboat 
is nearing completion. For another the machinery is at Bridgeport The water is 
too low at present for the Paint Hod:, the captured steamboat, to navigate the river, 
and the rebels command the channel. When the troops understood to be on their 
way here arrive. General Rosecrans expects to recover command of the river to 
Bridgeport. Supplies can then be accumulated by water. • • • 

On page 15 of this second pamphlet [97] the statement telegraphed by Mr. I>aDa to 
the Secretary of War at noon on the 16th of October, that General Hooker had been 
ordered to prepare for the opening of the river. General Smith disposes of in a foot- 
note by the brief statement that "Mr. Dana was misinformed by General Roaecrans." 

In this second pamphlet, pages 31 and 32 [106], appears the following: 

General Boyntou further says that on the 19th [October] the otder was again 
given by Bosecrans for the troops at Bridgeport to be ready to move. No such order 
of that date is in existence or was ever issued. 

Also that on the same night (19th) "General Thomas directed General Hooker to 
be ready to obey the order mven him in the morning by General Bosecrans." 

That account of General Thomas's order of October 19 is much like General Rose- 
crans's quotation from General Thomas's report, which has been given before. 

The statement here referred to General Smith had already characterized as "a 
barefaced foi^ry . ' ' 

The authority tor the assertion that such an order was Bent and in the terms 
described is in a statement repeated to this commission on several occasions during 
the consideration of the Browns Ferry aSair by Gen. J. J. Reynolds, at the time 
chief of staff to General Bosecrans. While this order has not been found in the 
records, an acknowledgment of its reception by General Hooker at Stevenson at 
9 o'clock on the morning of October 19 is found in Serial No. 53, page 482, heretofore 
quoted upon page 13 of this communication to your board, and in order that this 
snbject may consecutively appear at this point is here reproduced: 

Stevbnson, October JS, 1S6S—9 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. R, S. GRAHaER: 

Dispatch received. Have just received orders from department headquarters to 
hold my command in readiness to march at short notice. Yours will be the only 
troops left on the line when I leave, therefore I can not relieve them. Confer with 
General Bosecrans on the subject. 

Joseph Hooeer, 
Major-Oeneral, Commartding. 

General Smith lays much stress upon a letter of Mr. Dana to himself, reproduced 
on pE^ 29 of his second pamphlet [104]. Mr. Dana's summing up of the matter 
thus appears in his closing par^puph: 

After a careful study of the documents in the case, and after reviewing my own 
recollection, I remain convinced that the credit of planning as well as executing the 
of Browns Ferry belongs to you alone. 

' this commission that this conclusion of Mr. Dana agrees with its own, 
after Browns Ferry was fl^ed upon as the point for the throwing of 
) details for opening communication with Lookout Valley, which, after 
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all, was simply an incident of the general plan, were confided to General Smith. 
And this position of the commission agrees with the statement in Van Home's His- 
tory, Volume I, page 396, that ' ' General Smith was charged with the enterprise and 
directed to perfect the necessary arrangements." 

Oeneral Smith at various times has quoted the following from General Thomaa'a 
report as fully sustaining his claim to orifflnating the general plan for openii^ the 
river line of suppli^: 

To Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith, chief engineer, should be accorded great praise for the 
ingenoity which conceived and ability which executed the movement at Browns 
Ferry. 

The commission holds that thie, interpreted by the official records, clearly shows 
that it refers to the preparation and execution of the detaila of the plan for throw- 
ii^ the bridge at Browns Ferry, after this was decided upon, and which he did most 
brilliantly perform. 

The commission has no deare to present a rejoinder to the reply of General Smith 
to the report of Gen. H. M, DufBeld now before your board. In view of the volumi- 
nous quotations from the official records bearing upon the case, this commission is 
quite content to rest this portion of the case without appearing to enter into an argu- 
ment before your board. 

There are, however, two points in the private letters submitted by General Smith, 
as an appendix to this reply, to which attention is called as sustaining the contention 
of this commission. 

Writing home at the time — the night after the succeeefol occupation of Browns 
Ferry--General Smith says, "I have been congratulated all around to«iay on my 
part," whii^h eeema to indicate that at the time he did not consider his part the 
whole. It is respectfully submitted that this "part" of his is fully recognized by 
the commLseion in the l^end to which General Smith takes exception, in the same 
way that the parts of General Eoeecrana, General Thomas, Geneial Grant, General 
Hooker, and the parts assigned to and executed by General Hazen and General Tur- 
chin were also included in the legend. 

Writing privately also on the Slst of October the General thus seta forth his part 
of the operation as he then understood it: 

On the 19th of October I was scouting along the river bank 3 or 4 miles below here 
and I came to a place that attracted my att^tion. On the other aide of the river 
was a sharp ridge of hills a mile and a naif long, the base of which was washed by 
the river. Between this ridge and a high n:^ged mountain was a narrow valley, 
which was a strong place for us, and would give us a eood share of the river if we 
owned it, and would also give us an opportunity of aiding Hooker on his march to 
seize the rest of the river should he meet with any heavy force. Its immense Impor- 
tance struck me, and I found adeepgorgeinthehillsthrough which ran a road for an 
old ferry. 1 sat down on the bank of the river for two hours within a thousand feet 
of a rebel picket, who thought me some soldier not on duty, and as I sat there I con- 
ceived a plan for the capture of that hill which, if taken, would make Hooker's work 
easy and give our soldiers and aiumals something to eat and save Chattanooea to us. 
That day General Thomas took command and I proposed it to him and asked him to 
go and look at the place and see for himself. General Grant came then, and the day 
after he came I took the two down and showed them the promised land. They were 
hotii impressed with the great value of it, and I was allowed to arrange the details 
myself, • • • 

This seems to show conclusively, in General Smith's own words, that at the time 
he first visited Browns Ferry he was fully aware that Hooker's column was to 
attempt to s«ze the leet of the river, and also to show pltunly that he then had in 
mind only a plan for bridging the river and opening communication with General 
Hooker's column -when it should reach Lookout Valley. 

Tlte pork commission tests its case npon the above preeentation of official recor 
and the unofficial information obt^ned during several years of careful attentic 
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the subject It has no d«eire to ugoe the qneation at iMoe, except aa the facta pre- 
sented constitute an argtinieDt, r^mrding itaaquitennneceeeary, if notpre&aniptuouB, 
to assume to dlecoee the military points involved in the plana for reopening the river 
line of supplies for the army at Chattanooga bef<H« your honorable board. 

The conclusion of the national commission is that in the legend to which Brigadier- 
General Smith takea exceptitn overmuch credit b given to bim mkI the two brigades 
under his command, at the expense of Major-Genetal Hooker and the six and a half 
brigades of his command, for the parts taken by them, reapeotively, in opening com- 
munication between Chattanooga and Bridgeport, in that it is not made plainly to 
appear therein that Hooker's was the principal movement and Smith's was coopera- 
tive. (See General Thomas's official report, p. 42, aerial No. 64, War Kecords; also 
dispatch Thomas to Hooker, pp. 40, 47, same volume.) This error has since been 
partially corrected in the text of the more recent historical tablets which have been 
placed npon the field. 

All of which is respectfully attt»nitted. 

For the commission: 

H. V. BOYSTON, 



Aptbndix. 

Herewith are sobmitted copies of the chief papers in the long discussion of the 
Browns F^ry affair now in poeaaaaion of this commission. It will be noticed that 
until the commission was informed that the case had been submitted to General 
Buffield for consideration and report most of these papers relate to public discuBaions 
of thematter, which, so far asthiaconuuiswoa wee concerned, were entirely unofficial. 

The papers submitted are as follows: 

1. Copy of pamphlet issned by General Snuth in 1891, entitled "Therelief of the 
Army of the Cumberland and the opening of the short line of communication 
between Chattanoc^ift, Tenu., and Bridgeport, Ala., in October, 1863. William 
Farrar Smith, brevet major-general. United States Army." 

2. Pamphlet issued by General Smith in 1885, entitled "The reopening of the 
Tennessee River near Chattanooga, October, 1863, aa related by MaJ. Gen. George H. 
Thomas and The Official Record. Compiled and annotated by Bvt. Maj. Gen. Wil- 
liam Farrar Smith." 

3. A newspaper statement of hia case by General Smith in the Chattanooga Times 
and Philadelphia Times of September 15, 1896. 

4. Preliminary reply, October 5, 1895, of H. V, Boynton to this paper of General 
Smith. 

5. Extended r^y, January 26, 1899, of H. V. Boynton to the same paper of Geo- 
eral Smith. 

6. General Smith's first appeal to Hon. Russell A. Alger, Secretary of War, dated 
November 6, 1897. 

T. General Smith's second appeal to the Secretary of War, dated Novemlier 15, 189T. 

8. Statement of Genei^ Smith's claim, aa made by him to Gen. H. M. Duffield. 

9. Letter of thia commission to General Duffield in regard to the claim set forth in 
paper 8, dated March 22, 1898. 

In addition to these papws there were sent from the flies of the War Department 
' '^reneral Smith Genial Duffield's report on the case, Bualainii^ the correctuesB of 
^ in question, together with the accompanying papras of that report. These 
aa follows: 

of inetructionB from Sectetary Alger, November 30, 1867, with Geneial 
leal and lettM^ Irom him to Senator Proctor. 
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2. General Smith's pamphlet, "The ReopeDingof the TeaneBweRiver," eU^, with 
mape attached. 

3. Keply of the Chickuoaoga and Chattanooga National Park Cammifeion to Gen- 
eral Smith's appeal, Much 22, 1698. 

4. General Smith's rejoinder to the above, April 3, 1698. 

5. Copy of letter of Gen. Joseph J. Reynolds to General Smith, May 20, 1896. 

6. Copy of letter of May 23, 1895, from same to same. 

7. Iietter of Gen. H. V. Boynton, January 12, 1898, stating convereation with Gen. 
John T. Wilder. 

8. Letter of Maj. Frank 8. Bond to Gen. H. V. Boynton, November 7, 1898. 
There was also forwarded to General Smith from the files of the Department a 

"summary and review of the claim of Gen. W. F. Smith, for the information of the 
Secretary of War," by this commiHsion, dated February 2, 1900. 

As none of theee papers have been returned to the War Department by Gen- 
eral Smith, the supposition is that he has forwarded them to your 1>oard. If they 
had been in the files, they would have been submitted as a part of the case of this 



THI OAS> Of OXnAAL BUTE. 

[Preface.— Tlie l«gead of the allu of Ihe Gbldumaoga and duttanooga Natiolial Park Comi 
declares tbat " at dayllgbt of OclobeT 27 the river Itne o( tbe cooununlcatioii with Bridgeport was 
opened by the execution of a plan for recovering Lookout Valley, devised byOeueial Rueerran!!," 
ev.— Maj. Oen, Oeorge H. Tbomaii, who wan ta command at Chattanooga on tbe Z7tb of October. 
leporta that " to Brig. Qen. W. F. Smith, chief engloeer, ahonld be accorded great inalse for tbe 
ingenuity which conceived atkd the ability which executed the movement at Browns Feiry."— 
Beport of CoDUoltlee on the Condact of the War. tjupplemeat, vol. 1, part 1. p. 119.— Rcpori of 
Thomas.] 



Evidence takem from official record and remarks thereon. 

Summary of evidence. 

Beport of Gen. George H. Thomas before the Committee on the Conduct of the 

War and analysis thereof. 
Summary of analysis of above. 
Pergonal statement of history of reconnoiasance and movements connected with my 

capture of the hills at Browns Ferry, with extracts from letters written by me to 

my home. 



Wilmington, Dkl., March — , 1900. 
To the Hon. Eunr Boot, 

Secretary of War. 
Sir; Herewith is snbmitted a reply to the report of H. M. Duffield, esq., as to the 
truth or falsity of the legend of the atlas of the Chickamauga and Chattanooga 
National Park Commission, wherein it is stated that Gen. William S, Rosecians 
devised the plan for recovering Lookout Valley, carried oat October 27, 1863. 
' I will quote from the Official Record up to October 19, 1863, all that pertains to 
the subject of the lines of communications between Bridgeport and the army at 
Chattanoc^ to ascertain, as we proceed, whether any of those hiiih in authority 
ever looked to the opening of the line by the river and south of it, according to th« 
plan carried ont October 27, 1863, or even approximafing to that plan. 
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First, the hiatorian of the commusion m^ (1): 

Theae cotemporaneoue dUpatchee leave no doubt that Geaera] Boeecrans had in 
mind the general plan of recovering Lookont Valley and opening the river to Bridge- 
port by operations as far np (down) the river as the head of Winiama lalatid. 

It would not take a very astute mind to see that the short line could not be 
reopened without capturing and holding some part of it. I will aaanme that the 
author of the report means by a " general plan ' ' some proposed operation tor secnrii^ 
by land or river, or both, a line for the traneportation of the neceesary army supplies 
from Bridgeport to Chattanooga within the limita of the capacity of the transporta- 
tion department. Of particular and feasible plans there were bnt few possible. 

Firat, the capture and holding of Lookout Mountain, which, with the holding of 
Lookout Valley, would have placed the army where it stood on the 23d of Septem- 
ber, with its communications assured over the short line and no question of ability 
to supply the army from Bridgeport as long as there were supplies there. 

Second, the holding of Lookout Valley without the occupation of Lookout Moun- 
t^n. This would have given the use of the short line and the river to a point 
suffidently near Chattanooga to come within our capacity for tranaportalion, and 
thus have relieved the stress of the army existing during the month of October, 1863. 

Third, holding the paeeee in Raccoon Mountain and a position on the river at the 
northern end of the mountain. If the latter were supported by the troops in the 
passes this would give control of the river as far as Williams Island, but not of the 
road south of the river for transportation of supplies into Chattanooga. This, how- 
ever, would give a shorter road on the right bank of the river to Chattanooga. 

Lastly, the plan carried out by General Thomas, to seize and fortify the hills on 
the left bank of the river at Browns Ferry and build a bridge there to allow any 
necessary support from the army at Chattanooga. On the same morning that these 
hills were seized a sufficient force was to cross the river at Bridgeport and march on 
Wauhatchic. The hills at Browns Ferry were seized on the 27th of October, the 
bridge was completed hy 10 o'clock a. m. of that day, and in the afternoon of the 
2Sth Hooker marched into Wauhatchie, and both river and southern road were 
open. The record shows that such a plan was not matured hy Roeecrans or even 
hinted at hy himself or by anyone under him. I certainly, from my podtion, should 
have known of it, for a bridge and other engineering work was required, and there 
is no record of any such work being ordered of the engineer department. 

I will give a copy of the order of October 10, defining my position, to show that I 
must have received and carried out orders for any plan requiring engineer work (2): 

October 10. — Brig. Gen. W. F, Smith, being the senior officer in his corps in this 
de^mrtmeut, is announced as chief eugineer. All troops on ei^pneer duty and all 
engineering operations will be under huprofetgUmal control.^ 

Now, my contention is simply this; That there is not a tittle of evidence to show 
that any such plan as that carried out by Thomas was ever hinted at in the record, 
and that no plan suggested in the record up to aud including the 19th of October 
was feasible or carried with it any probability of success. The only evidence against 
this statement is that given in the reportto the Committeeon the Conduct of the War 
by General Thomas in 1868, and that evidence 1 shall show later was contradicted 
by General Bosecrans himself on the 18th and Idth of October and by other portions 
of the record of that time. 

On the 24th of September Boeecrans had abandoned IiOokout Mountain and the 

short line to Bridgeport Supplies were to be sent via Jasper over Waldens Ridge. 

"" also ordered a survey for a road from Jasper eastward, which should be safe from 

■"y Sre from the left bank of the Tennessee River. Two trestle bridges were 

Chattanooga to connect with the new lines of communication. These bridges 

B mainlined only when the river was low, but the chief engineer was ordered 

' Italics throughout are by General Smith. v. , , . , , . , :^ 
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to forward lumber to replace tbem by pontoons. The first we>b finished October 6 
and waa the only bridge thrown at Chattanooga nntjl after the battle of Missionary 
Bidge. At this time General Meigs, the Quartermaeter-Oreneral of the Army, was 
sent to Tennessee to extunine into the matters connected with his department, to 
report on matters of importance to the Secretary of War, and to give advice anil 
instructions to all connected with tlie administration of transportation in that military 
department. From his report to Stanton, September 27, I take the following 
extract (3): 

I have, with General Roeecrans, visited the lines of defense of this place. * * • 
When the river risee, the bridges will go; • • ■• when the troops understood to 
be on their way here arrive. General RoHecrans expects to recover command of the 
river to Bridgeport • * • Animals still in very fair condition; * * * plenty 
of them here and at Nashville. » » • i have ordered ship carpenters to be sent 
from Louisville to build boats at Bridgeport. 

The inferencedrawn from tbeseextracts is that Roeecrans had a plan for recovering 
the short line in which Meigs must have had some confidence, or he would not have 
ordered mechanics from Louisville to build boats which were of no use unlit the 
river was controlled by us beyond Waldens Ridge. On the 16th ot October, from 
Nashville, (4) he advises Roeecrans that plenty of toola are available for work on the 
loi^ route, without a hint ae to the plan for opening the short line. On the same 
day, later, at Louisville, be tells the Secretary of the "vital importance that he 
[Roeecrans] get possession of the river, at least as far as the rebel batteries on Look- 
out will permit him to use it" * * • (5) and "repair the roads over Waldens 
Ridge. • ■ ■ It will require much work and more tiTne than I fear can be gpared. ' ' 
That ie, the chances were that we had not time to save ouiselvee by either plan. 
Garfield also on the same day writes Bosecrans two letters with suggestions as to 
improvement ot the long route, but with no reference to the opening of the short 
route, any plan for which must, perforce, have been known to, him as well as to Meigs. 
Evidently, therefore, they looked to safety from the long route. To return a little: 
On the 30th of September, Colonel Hodges, chief quartermaster, asks (6) : 

Please give me an idea as to where the troops now coming in will be for the 

The answer was (7): 



Leaving a fair inference that the movement was to be made soon. There was then 
no posribility of any cooperation from the army at Chattanooga, for there were no 
boats for bri<^^ for cooperation, the flrat bridge for Chattanooga being completed 
only on October 6; therefore, so far aa any immediate move under orders of October 
1, 4, or 12 waa concerned, they looked to the occupation ot Lookout Valley or Rac- 
coon Mountain from the passes to the river, without any bridges below Lookout. 

On the 12th of October Roeecrans sends to Hooker as follows (8): 

Can you have a column of one division to move up to Shellmound and push an 
advance to Whiteddee, to start by daylight in the morning? They can take ten days' 
rations in haversack and knapsack, Answer. 

To which Hooker replies (9): 

I can do it, but only with infantiT. I should prefer to have a battery to accom- 
pany the column, but as the horeee have but just arrived, I doubt if they will be in 
readiness that early. 

And then Roeecrans says (10): 

atteries are readv. Hasten their nretw 

J) this place. 

After which we hear nothing more of the idea, the intention of which is so vagn 
stated to be "the poeseesion of the river to this place" (Chattanooga). Now 
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that order to Hooker be constnied into a plan eiraitar or even approximating to that 

carried out by Thomas October 27, 1863? 

The route from Shellmound to Chattanooga by rood would not be shortened to any 
ext«nt, and would be over Waldens Ri<^ and not withia the limits of our capacity 
for transportation. Would the occupation of WhiteMdea by a brigade give Boeecraoa 
the river up to Williams leiand? Wonld that same move and position ot troops give 
him the river up to Chattanooga? Oould he have meant to assault, carry, and hold 
Lookout Mountain with a division or any force under Hooker's command? It mnet 
be borne in mind that this movement is without a cooperating bridge across the 
Tennessee, for which no order had been given, and torwhich Rosecmns knew at 7.30 
p, m. on the 18th of October that no boats were being built. This inquiry, made of 
Hooker, wag furnished lo Datia, A»»i^ani Secretary of War, as an order tor concen- 
tration of troops with a view to (11) "eeiEing the passes of Bacooon Mountain and 
occupyingBhellmound.and, if possible. Lookout Valley," with, as on eventuality, the 
hope of a recapture of Lookout Mountain. But Eosecrans's dispatch to Halleck, 
October 16, seems to preclude any idea of such a result as the capture of Lookout, as 
is seen in his estimate of Bra^s force as compared with bis own. In this same dis- 
patch he complains that he has not a railroad to Chattanooga and that the roads are 
bod. Not a word about transportation by river, and this only three days before 
being relieved. 

The roads are very heavy. Our future is not bright. Had we the railroad from 
hereto Bridgeport, and the whole of Sherman's and Hooker's troops brought up, we 
should not probably outnumber the enemy. This army, with its Itack to barren 
mountains, roads narrow and difficult, while the enemy has the railroad aad the corn 
in his rear, is at much disadvantage (12). 

On the 14th, however, Bosecrans, without waiting for Hooker's report as to his 
ability to take batteries with him, gave an order (13) to begin at once the construc- 
tion of a railroad on a graded bed from Bridgeport to Battle Creek. With reference 
to this section of the long rmtte, Meigs telegraphed to Stanton, October 16 (14) ; 

The roads from Bridgeport to Battle Creek will, after the rises, be almost impaae- 
able, and 1 will send forward tools and urge upon the generals commanding ttie 
importance ot straining every nerve. The troops must do the work. 

From the extract above it is evident that General Meigs at this Ume was not look- 
ing forward to any relief bytiie way of a movement on Shellmound and Whitesides. 
On the 15th, at 10 a. m., Mr. Dana (15), reporting the state ot the roads, etc, says: 
"Troops here receiving half rations; it will soon become necessary for all persons 
except soldiers to leave here;" and on the 16th (16), at 12 m.: 

Our couriers report that from Bridgeport to the toot of the mountain the mud is up 
to their horses' bellies. • • * Day before yesterday the mules attached to the 
empty train returning to Bridgeport were too weak to haul the w^ns up the moun- 
tain without doubling the teams, though they went on the easiest of all our roads 
which had just been put in thorough order. (See also repiort (17) of Tucker.) 
General Brannan tells me he could not possibly haul away the artillery with the 
horses that are left. • * * Nothing can prevent the retreat of the array irom 
this place within a fortnight, and with a vast loss of public property, and possibly 
life, except the opening of the river. General Hooker has been ordered to prepare 
for this, but Rosecrans thinks he can nut move tilt his transportation arrives from 
Nashville. * * * It should have been in Bridgeport on the 14th, but is not yet 
reported. 

No order for prepfffation has been issued later than that of the 12th, which did 
not order concentration. 

On the same day, at 4 p. m., Dana reports (18): 

T have just had a full conversation with General Bosecrans upon the ratnatioo. 

'he possession ot the river as far up as Williams Island, at least, laadnequa 

holding of Chattanooga, but that it is impossible for him to make any 

oward gaining such possession until General Hooker's troops are concen- 

lis trwjportation eete up. Hooker's troops are now scattered along the 
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line of the miliDad and can not be got tt^ther before natt Wednesday [Ortofter Si]. 
The wagons ■ "^ ■ --■ --■ -^ -l---!- ._ . i» ^l * .!_._,_._ 

ftttempted. 

Now, what has become of a movemeat of a divinon, witb t«u days' raticma en 
person, on Bhellmoond, with a brigade at Whitemdee, which Boaecrane stated 
explicitly wa« for the pnrpoae of getting "poaBeeraon of the line of tiie river up to 
this place" (Cliattanooga)? AmovementannoimcedoaUtel6tb,withiHitBny bridge 
ordered for a croeting below Lookout, with do ammgnocaita for tiie tro<^ to protect 
bridge layers, could not have looked forward to any cooperation with or aid from the 
troope at Chattanooga, and must therefore have been deemed of strength to protect 
itself in Lookout Valley or the paaaee in Baccoon Mountain agtunat Bragg's beet 
effortB. Bngg waa bound to make such efforts, for th« etarvation of our anny by 
holdii^ that line between Bridgeport and Gtiattanooga was the campaign Bragg was 
making against Boaectana (19). (See Bragg's and Longstreet'e reports.) This plan, 
then, bynopoasibilitycouldbe the one carried out by Thomasonthe27th of October. 
Roeecrana telle Halleck at 5 p. m, of this same day (October 16) (20): "Wecannot 
feed Hooker's troops on our right." Why not? Our right would have been in 
Lookout Valley, and if he could mtuntain them there be would hold the short line. 
"ft ft » Our future is not bright." And then he goes on lo tell wiiat is necessary 
to secure the position at Chattanooga, suggcetions which would have taken months 
to carry out, and our life was measured by days. 

Now, it seems proper to say here that had Roeccrans given an order on the 16th 
in precisely the words that General I'homas used on the 241b, the short line could 
have been opened by the 2lBt of October at the latest. 

I have stated, in my own account of this matter, tbat my boat builders were all at 
w;r^ OB material for a «econd bridge at Chattanooga, and that l^KHuas'e first order 
to me was to lay it at once. When he detennined to carty out ttie plan ordered on 
the 24th he abandoned temporarily the Idea of a secood bridge at Ciiattanooga, and 
sufficient boet« and material were to be taken for the bridge at Browns Ferry. On 
the 16th, at the time Besecrans t«leg*Bphed ' ' Out future is not bright, ' ' though we 
had not soffioiatt boats fm' a bridge at Chattanooga, we had eofficient for a bridge at 
Browns Ferry, where the river a much narrower and the banks steeper. As for the 
wagons, Thomas (21 ) would not allow any to be taken. Giving Hooker five days to 
concentralet he ebo^ have been ready by the 2lBt It took four days lo get boats 
and materia ready and to instmct the chiefs of brigades detailed for the capture of 
the position, to instruct the officers connected with tiie movement of the boats, and 
to fix the point at which the bri<%e was to be b^un, so on the 16tb Boeecrans had 
everything that Thomas had on the 21st, and the shori: line might have been opened 
by the 2lBt by Rosecrans had he had in his mind the plan adopted by Thomas. 

To return to the history developed by the record. On the 17th (22) Morgan was 
directed to take his command to Harrisons Landing on the Tennessee above Chatt.:- 
nooga, and Howard was to replace his force, thus stretching Howard from Bridgeport, 
to Anderson, guarding and working on the long route. (23) On the same day Boee- 
crans gave orders to put the railroad in running order to Jasper, 6 miles beyond Bat- 
tie Creek on the iong rovU. Oa this day also BoBe<a«ns sent this order to Hooker at 
10 p.m. (24): 



If (Ae enemy should attempt to croe* the Tenneitee tn force above w», it will be neceBsary 
"" ' idmg directs you to make sudi 

promptly ana effectually. 



fiir yoar command to ccme n]>. The general cormnandkig directs you to make si 



this end the Twelfth Corps ought to be as far down as is consistent with the protec- 
tion of the exposed points of toe railroad. * * • 

If Sherman comee in from Huntsville, the general commanding will be able to con- 
centrate and move jrotir entire strength at once, according to circumstances. "W 
must have the river, and tbat soon." Here is an order /vr a }<ar<*af amomtrati' 
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be ready to movt ifAe enemy cro«$et above Chaltanooga, and most certainly not looking 
to & move on Lookout Valley. Am an afterthought, when ShermAn arriTM, Boae- 
cranfl can concentraU and move Hooker's entire strength at once, and accordmg to 
drcumBtances. Then (oliows what may bo a platitude or an axiom. That "we 
most have the river, and that soon." Thie ia, however, according to the record, the 
but order by Roaecrans having reference \o concentration of Hooker's force. To 
this order I shall refer in the analyse of the loport of General Thomas in 1866 to 
the Committee on Condoct of the War. 
On the 18th of October Roaecrans telegraphed to Hooker as follows (26) : 

It will be neceeaary to make extraordinat? efforts to fi^t the road passable from 
Bridgeport to Jasper [on the long route] . • " • It will require almost superhuman 
efforts to sustain us here. That steamboat must be got ready so that we can freight 
to ghellmound, and thus shorten wagon tranaportation. This will require us to hold 
both aides of the river and fortify, but make our depot on thia aide. I must confide 
the pushing up of repairs to the wagon roada • * * to your care, as * * * the 
active authority and intervention of officers of high rank are abaolutely necessary to 
the preservation of our army. 

This dispatch hoB reference, first, to the repair of the wagon roads on the longronte; 
second, to holding the river as far up as Sbetlmound and no farther, for otherwise no 
fortifications would be needed and no depot required at Shetlmound. I have already 
shown that water transportation to Shellmound did not shorten out tine of communi- 
cation sufficiently to bring it within the limits of our capacity for supplyii^ the army 
at Chattanooga, which capacity was daily diminishing. There are no other inferences 
possible from the above dispatch, and so up to the 18th of October no idea waa devel- 
oped of any movement similar to that adopted by Thomas on the 24th at 2.30 p. m. 
At 7.30 p. m. of the ISth Rosecrans telegraphed to Halleck (26) : 



The foregoing diapatoh ia given as ahowing from the highest authority that at that 
day and hour there was but one bridgeat Chattanooga; that under the orders of Rose' 
crane we were at work on a second, also for Chattanooga, and that at that time, to 
hU knowledge, no bridge waa being prepared for crosaii^ the river below Chattanooga 
This fact also recurs in the analysis of the report of General Thomaa before 
referred to. 

On the I9th of October, at 6.30 p. m., Rosecrans acknowlei^ed the receipt of the 
order removing him from command, saying (27), "Will be executed immediately." 
An hour and forty minutes later he tel^raphed thia reply to the following message 
of the 18th from Halleck: 

Would it not be beat to r^ain them even at a heavy coat? 

The terms of hia reply are as follows (28) ; 

Sherman's movement will operate favorably and the cavalry force will be timely. 
Lookout was given up temporarily, because we could not then safely hold it. It waa 
isolated from us by aiatance and the defile of Chattanooga Creek. We expect to 
relate U as soon aa we are prepared to hold it. That couid only be done when the 
railroad being secured, the depots replenished, and Hooker's transportation provided. 
Without that he can not subsist in a suitable position. 

Rosecrans here states plainly, and with good reasons, why Lookout Mountain was 
pven up. He goes on to say that it will be retaken when it am he held, and gives 
the conditions under which thia can be done. They were, however, such that the 
whole power of the Government could not have fulfilled them before the army at 
Chattanooga had become a mob climbii^ Waldens Ridge to reach food and safety. 
- claim of the hiatorian (29) of the commission is that Roaectans deriaed a geii- 
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eral plan for getting the ^ort line without the rect^tore of lookout, and that he 
devised the particular plan carried out by Thcnnaa on the 3Tth o( October by a 
cooperative movement via Browne Ferry. It has never been asserted that Ttoeectans 
Tieit«d ^id selected the pla<!e for the crossing at Browns Ferry before the 19th of 
October. What, then, was the purpose of the orders of October 1-1 and the sugges- 
tions of the 12th7 Could it be powible that any of tboee ordera could open the river 
to Chattanooga, ae General Boeecrane averred was ttie intention on the 12tb in the 
dispatch to Hooker? Now, when Rosecraue wrote the dispatch at 8 p. m. on the 19th, 
if he had in his mind the plan for reopening the river by a cooperative movement at 
Browns Ferry, would he not have stated to Halleck, to make his own record clear, . 
a movement would have been bef!un to-morrow to secure the short lines without the 
captore of Lookout, or expressed some idea aimilar to that? Roeecrans, in bis testi- 
mony in 1865 (30), two years after the event, etatee: 

On the 19th of October I examined the river and selected a point for the crossing 
of the bridge at ferry to connect Hooker's with the forces at Cmittanooga. 

Ferry is a little indeterminate, for he had siud before that on the 4th of October he 
had told Generals Tbomaa and Garfield that "as soon as I could possibly get the 
bric^ materials tor tliat purpose I would take possession of Lookout Valley oppo- 
site the passage over ttie extremity of the mountain" (where a ferry existed) "and 
fortify it, thus completely covering tfae road to Bridgeport on the south side, as well 
as the river." That description appUes to the hill at the mouth of Lookout Creek 
on its left bank, and to no other gpol in that vicinity. 

Geoeral Bosecrans's testimony, therefore, comes in conflict with General Duffield's 
belief that Rosecrane was too capable an engineer to have selected the month of 
Lookout Creek as the place for crossing. 

To this testimony General Duffield objects, because he says the bridge was not 
necessarily to be laid at the moutti of Lookout Creek. That is possible, but Hr. 
Dana says on the 26th of Beptember and on the 4th of Octotier that the bridge was 
to be \aid at the mouth of Lookout Creek. To Mr. Dana's testimony the historian 
objects, because "he does not ^ve his authority." Mr. Dana generally gives the- 
authority for hie statements as Ut operations, and it is highly improbable that he 
would have sent to the Secretary doubtful information. Moreover, who but General 
Bosecrans could have given this information? Not the Engineer Department, surely, 
for at that date they had not enough boats for the first Chattano<^ bridge. 

The historian finds ample proof that Bosecrans on the " 10th of OctolJer vinted the 
place where the bridge was laid, and selected that as the crossing place." Then, on 
his return, he found the order removing him, and later in the evening sent to 
Halleck the dispatch quoted on page 9, which contains no hint of Browne Ferry or 
of any movement independent of the capture of Lookout Mountiun. 

I may say here, as apropos of much of the discussion of the subject of the mis- 
taken name for the feny above Williams Island, that it was altogether longer than 
it merited. Mr. John C. Ropes sent me the information, and thought that perhaps 
when General Bosecrans gave his testimony he still went by the map of ' ' Chatta- 
nooga and the vicinity," which would have made his testimony agree with the 
geography. 

General Duffield, quoting Mr. Dana's dispatch of the 16th of October, says: "Wil- 
liams Island was but a short distance from Browns Perry." That is the tnith, but, 
as espliuned above, if the river was controlled to Williams Island, the roads to it 
east of Baccoon Mountain would not necessarily be in our possessioD, and a bridge 
at Browne Ferry might not be possible or profitable. 

Mr. Dana is properly quoted as saying, on the I6th, that Rosecnms Bays; 
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[Hooker's] mnet have all aniveil by that time [Wednesday], and if the enemy does 
not interfere Booner, the movement upon ftacvoon Mountain and IxKjkout Valley 
may then be attempted. 

The opinion of the historian on this duipatch ib tfaiat "obvionsly no movement 
upon Raccoon Mountain by crosHing the river at Moccasin Point is here contem- 
plated." I agree entirely with the military opinion thus exoressed. The remain- 
ing part of the sentence, "but a movement from the neighborhood of Williama 
Island," I do not think is correct, taking facts into consideration, and they have 
been lately under the eye of tbe historian. The facts agaiDst that last statement are 
that under the orders of October 10 all engineering op- ro/toiw vxre under my profetHonal 
control. I had received no ordere to make a bridge to cross the river below Chat- 
tanooga, nor to b^n any of the engineer operations necessary to the laying of such 
a bridge, and as late as the 18th of October Rosecrans states that a second bri<^ is 
under way for Chattanooga, ajid therefore no boats could be building for a bric^ 
near Williams Island. From a close analysis of the dispatches and orders in the 
record, it follows that the order for movejnent on the Ist of October — the explana- 
tion of that movement on the 4th of October — the suggestion on the 12th, of sending 
a division to Shellmound with ten days' rations on the person, had they been carried 
out, would have meant, beyond question, only an operation on the south side of the 
river, unsupported by any cooperative movement by the troops at Chattanooga. If 
so large a force as Hooker's had been sent toward Lookout Valley, the movement 
would have caused aclose watch to be kept on the river. This would have destroyed 
all hope of seizing the hills at Browns Ferry, which was the vital essence of the plan 
carried out by Thomas. Therefore, as no boats were building for a bridge to cross 
at Williams Island, a move by Rosecrans simply on Lookout Valley, before a bridge 
was built, was something more than hazardous. I do not see why the historian 
omitted to call attention to the dispatch of October 18, with reference to fortifying 
both sides of the river at Shellmound, to establish a depot there. That seems to 
have a very important bearing upon the intentions of General Rosecrans as late as 
the 18th. Now, durii^ the time from the 14th on, every effort had been diiected to 
constnictii^ a railroad to Jasper and to the repair of the routes from Jasper to Chat- 
tanooga. To this the advice and orders of Meif^s and Garfield have been added in 
the same direction, and one is left clearly of the opinion that the various analyses by 
Mr. Dana of the character of the commanding general have lieen wonderfully 
accurate. 

I must intrude one dispatch later than the 19th of October. It is from Mr. Dana, 
and of the 24th, 10 a. m. (31): 

Grant arrived last ni^ht, wet, dirty, and well. He is just going to reconnoiter an 
important position which General Smith has dit^covered at the mouth of Lookout 
Valley, and which will be occupied from here. • • * This movement will prob- 
ably take place within three days. 

Tbe historian quotes this dispatch to show that thg movement was against Lookout 
Valley, but he is silent in regard to Mr. Dana's statement that "General Smith has 
discovered" the position. The historian must feel very sure of his case if he can 
accept as testimony the end of a dispatch, while he rejects the b^inniag of the same 
document. It may be that Mr. Dana here becomes an authority on the place that is 
to be occupied, when that place is Lookout Valley. This is on page 14 of hb report 
[149], yet no farther back than page 13 Mr. Dana is quoted, when the place in ques- 
tion is Lookout Creek, and we are told that his statements are not conclusive. [149]. 
Says the historian: "He does not state his authority for the location of the bridge. 
It is obvious that in snch an intended movement the place of crossing would be kept 
as secret as popaible." Why not apply that to page 147 Dana had twice before, on 
September 26 and on October 4, reported that Rosecrans was going to lay a bridge at 
the mouth of Lookout Creek, "so that he could operate in that valley without 
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crosaii^ the mountain." RoBecrane had therefore discueaed the matter oE bridges 
to croBB into Lookout Valley with Dana. 

Dana's dispatch of the 16th, 4 p. ra., which waa a "full conversation," is silent on 
the subject of a cooperative movement by a bridfje, and this would hardly be left 
out, as Mr. Dana's reports were necessarily full. The adopted plan had been Md in 
detail before General Thomas on the 20th of October, and neither General Thomas 
nor his chief of staff, General Reynolds, would have called Browns Ferry a dis- 
covery of mine had Bosecrana ever spoken of that to either of them as a crossing 
place. Dana's information of that kind always came from headquarters, as be bad 
the right to demand it. 

SUMMAHT, 



E LONO ROOTD OB BHOBrBNINO THE LINK OV BUPPUBS FBOU BRIDGBPOBT 



S^Aember S7, 1S6S. — Meigs Htat«s to Stanton that Bosecrane expects to recover com- 
mand of the river to Bridgeport when reenforcements arrive. 

Orders were given to forward the Eleventh and Twelfth Corps to Stevenson and 
Bridgeport without stopping at Nashville. That would have been a concentration of 
Hooker's command, but Wbeelec's raid beganSeptemberSOandbrokeup that plan, 
as the troops were required on the railroad for its protection. 

September 50.— Hodges ifl told that theee troops are to operate in Lookout Valley 
unless called northward. 

October 1. — Hooker is directed to put down a pontoon bridge at Bridgeport and be 
ready to cross hie command. 

October 4. — Garfield explains order of October 1. 

Odober 9. — Itailroad repaired and operating again from Nashville to Bridgeport. 

October IS.— Hooker asked to send a division to Shellmound with ten days' rations 
on person. Purpose: "To get possesaon of the river to this place" (Chattanooga). 
No boats ordered and none making to connect this division with the army at Chat- 
tanooga, This Buggestion was given to Mr. Dana as an order to concentrate and seize 
Raccoon Mountain. 

October 14. — Btulroad ordered between Bridgeport and Jasper. 

October 16. — Letter from Meigs with reference to repairs on long route, and to Secre- 
tary explaining vital necessity of getting to river near Chattanooga; no plan sug- 
gested, and therefore no idea of any plan to be taken up by Rosecrans, Two letters 
from Garfield to Rosecrana having reference to condition of long route and Eugges- 
tiona about the adminiatration; no reference to possibility of shortening line. 

Dana reports condition of road and animals; necessity of retreat within a fortnight 
unless the river is opened. States that Hooker has been ordered to prepare for this 
{meaning order of October 13, movement to Shellmound), but Roeecrans waits for 
Hooker's wagons. (Thomas directed movement without wagons.) (See dispatches 
of Dana and Hooker referred to.) 

Dana reports full conversation with Rosecrans. Hooker can be concentrated by 
October 21, "and if the enemy does not interfere sooner the movement on Raccoon 
Mountiun and Lookout Valley may then be attempted." No orders, however, to the 
ei^neer department of any intended operation; and no boats building for a bridge 
below Chattanooga. 

October 11. — General Morgan ordered to Harriaons Landing and Howard to extend 
to Anderson from Bridgeport. 

Hooker ordered to lay the railroad to Jasper. 

Rosecrans at 10 p. m. tells Hooker that if the enemy should attempt, to cro 
force above Chattanooga he (Hooker) must be ready to move promptly ar 
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uoUy; tb«r«Eore, to move the Twelfth Corps as lor down u is consisteot with the 
safety of the railroad. Ah Howard JB alreaily stretched along the long ronte, and aa 
nothing is said about the Eleventh Corpe, it is conclusive that Hooker is expected to 
move to meet Bragg to the north of Chattanooga and not toward Lookout Valley. 

As seemingly an afterthought, Rosecrans ad<1s that if Sherman comes in he can 
then move Hooker's entire strength, according to circumstAnces. Possibly that may 
mean toward Lookout Valley. Sherman was at that d4.te at or near Corinth, Mies. 
This is the last order for concentration given by Bosecrans to Hooker. 

October IS. — Bosecruis informs Halleck that the pontoon t»idge at Chattanooga is 
restored (it was broken for three days) and that a second bridge (for Chattanooga) 
is under way. 

Innes acknowledgee receipt of order to estond railroad to Jasper. 

October 19. — Rosecrans is removed, acknowlei^es receipt of order, and tells Hat- 
leek when Lookout Mountain can be retaken and the position of the army made* 
secure. No hint oE any posuble plan for reopening the short line by any pbtn he has 



Analtbis or Bbport of Gbheral G. H. Thomas. 

In discussing the report of General Thomas, dated March 9, 1866, to the Commit- 
tee on the Conduct of the War, I wish to begin by stating that no one ever had a 
more sincere friendship for General Thomas thMi myself. This friendship began 
years before the war, and no one has ever had more faith In his integrity and truth- 
fulness. If his report, made nearly three years afterwards, conflict with the official 
record of the time under consideration, it will be understood that I chaige the con- 
tradiction to a memory not fortifled with contemporary documents, and to the fact 
that the circumstances were not necessarily known to General Thomas personally, 
nor would they at the time have Impressed themselves upon his memory. 

On October 19, 11 p. m., he sends to Hooker the foUowii^ order: 

He desires that you will use aU possible dispatch in concentrating your command, 
and preparing to move in accordance with the instruction of General Bosecrans, 
leaving proper railroad guards. 

In his report to the committee, Thomas says: 

The instructions referred to in the above, were to concentrate as much of his com- 
mand at Bridseport as he could safely spare from guarding the railroad between 
that point and Nashville, and to hold himself in readmess to move at any moment 
toward Chattanooga tor the purpose of opening communications with that place by 
river and by rail. Before he was relieved in command of the Department of the 
Cumberland, General Rosecrans and hie chief engineer, Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith, 
had consulted together as to means of relieving the army at Chattanooga from the 

Erilous condition it was in, owing to the great difficulty of obt^ning supplies, and 
d partially planned the movement which was left to me to be completed when I 
assumed command, namely, to open a short route of supplies from Bnd^port. 

And later he says: 

Preliminary steps bad already been taken to esecute this vitally important move- 
ment before the command of the department devolved upon me. The bridge which 
it was necessary to throw across the river at Browns Ferrj' to gain possession of the 
northern end of Lookout Valley and open communications with Bridgeport by 
road and river was nearly completed. 

Let us now take these statements of Thomas one at a time and compare them with 
the record made from day to day, and at the time of the events. This comparison 
will develop the discrepancies between this record and his report made in 1866. 
Also bear in mind that for most of these statements he must have accepted what he 
was told by others, as he had not been in a position to learn them for himself. 

First, he refers to his order to Hooker, and says that the latter was instructed by 
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Koeecrans to concentrate ss much of liis oomDiand as he could spare from gnarding 
the nulroad, and to hold himself in readiness to move at any moment toward 
Chattanooga. 

Soeecrane's instructions to Hooker, beginning October 1, are as follows: 

OeUAer 1. — He directs him to put down a bridge and to make immediate prepara- 
tions for croeeing at Bridgeport. 

Octo&er 4. — Cavalry rsud causes postponement of movement; " Boeecrans hot>es 
soon lo bring Hooker's troope across the river." 

October 12. — Inqnirea if Hooker can move a division to SheUmound and a brigade 
to "Whiteaides. 

OcltAer 1$. — Informs Hooker that he will delay order till Hooker's batteries are 
ready. 

OcbAer 17. — He indorBes on a report by McCqok, "Genewl Hooker must replace 
him at Battle Greek, Jasper, and Anderson," This refera to General Morgan's 

October n. — He sends the following order: 

If the enemy should attempt to troBs the Tennessee in force abint iw, it will l)e 
necessary for your command to come up. The general commanding directs you to 
make such preliminary preparations as will enable you to move promptly and 
eftectoally. To this eud the Twelfth (hrpt ought to be as far down as is consistent 
with tlie protection of the exposed points of the railroad, • » • if Sherman 
comes in from Uuutsville, the general commanding will be able to concentrate and 
move your entire strength at once, according to circumstances. We must have the 
river, and that soon. • * * 

There is no order here to concentrate, aa stated by Thomas. 

The suggestion of concentration on October 12 was never followed up by an order. 
There is an order to distribute his command on October 17, and on the same date 
we find an order to be ready to move to meet a crossing if made above Ohattontx^a — 
that is, to throw his force by the long route back of Chattanooga, against a force 
operating on the Union left. 

Second. This movement by Hooker was for the purpose of opening communica- 
tions with Chattanooga by river and rail. 

The correepondence on this subject is as foUows: 

October IS (quoted before). — "" • * The object is to get possession of the line of 
the river up to this place." 

October 14- — Eeferring to a rdlroad from Bridgeport to Jdsper on the long ronfe, 
he (Roaecrans) indorses on a report, "The road to be b^im at once." 

October 16. — General Meigs tel^raphs Stanton that roads from Bridgeport to Battle 
Creek are in very bad condition, hut that he is urging the importance of repairing 

October 16. — General Meigs to Bosecrans: has made amuigements for supply of 
tools and urges repair of long route. 

October je.— Roeecians complains to Halleck that the roads are very bad and that 
be has no railroad to Bridgeport. 

OeUiber 16.— Gar&eM writes twice to Bosecrans r^arding repairs to the long rout« 
over which he (Garfield) was then traveling. 

October 17. — Bosecrans orders Hooker to build a railroad from Bridgeport to Jasper. 

October IS. — Bosecrans tel^raphs to Hooker that extraordinary efforts will be 
necessary to put the road in order from Bridgeport to Jasper; also that a steamer 
must be got ready for freightii^ to Shellmound. 

October ifl.^Rosecrans telegraphs to Halleck that Lookout Mountain could not be 
held until the railroad was secured. 

There is no very clear idea to be obtained from the above, bnt this much is evident, 
that all efforts were being made to improve the long route. In the very first 
the river is spoken of as a line of t ran sports tion, but without further expl» 
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and when such a river route is more fully expUined on the 18th, it is only to be 
usedaafarasShellmound. Can any of these routes be called a "river and rail" route 
in the sense that applies to the line opened under Thomas? 

Third. "General Eoeecrana and his chief engineer, Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith, had 
consulted together aa to the means of relieving the army, ■ * * ^nd had foi- 
tialty planned the movement * * * to open a short route of supplies from 
Bridgeport." 

In making this statement General Thomas could not have had personal knowl- 
edge of such an c^ccurrence. and must have taken the story from hearsay. A day or 
so after arriving at Chattanooga I gave an opinion to General Rosecrans about his line 
of communications and was so abruptly challenged, as to the value of my opinion, 
that from that time until the 18th of October not a single word ever passed between 
us as lo any "tneana of relieving the difficulty of obtaining supplies," nor was there 
any partial plan made or discussed by us for any such purpose. On the 18tb of 
October I said to General Rosecrans that I was going the next day to make recou- 
noissance for a specific purpose. I went; made it alone; did not find what I had 
hoped for; returned to headquarters to find Boaecrana relieved from command; 
had no conversation with him about my day's work, and never saw him afterwards. 
The detailed account of this reconnoissance I will give as a supplement. 1 wish here 
to show only what is proved from the record, and the above remarks are only to 
show wherein General Thomas was led astray by incorrect statements of otheni. 

Fourth: "Preliminary steps had already been taken to execute this vitally impor- 
tant movement [opening the short route for supplies] before the command devolved 
upon me. The bridge which it was necessary to throw across the river at Browns 
Ferry to gain possession of the northern end of Lookout Valley and open communi- 
cations with Bridgeport by road and river was nearly coippieted." 

October JS—7.S0 p. m.— Rosecrans telegraphs Halleck: "* • * Our pontoon 
bridge restored. Boats [for] a second under way." Thus the completed bridge was 
laid down on the 6th, broken on the 15th, and restored on the 18th, the day before 
Rosecrans was reUeved from command. And on the same day the boats for the 
second bridge for Chattanooga were not ready. As all the supplies had to cross the 
river to reach the army, the necessity tor the second bridge is manifesL Lumber 
was hard to get, Ic^ had to be cut, rafted, and sawed, which, with unsatisfactory 
appliances, was very slow work. Standing in great need of the second bridge, every 
effort was bent upon it, and no boats were being built for any other bridge. 

Summing up, it appears that Hooker had received no order to concentrate of the 
nature stated by Thomas. 

Rosecrans had been working for a rati and we^n route and a water and wagon 
route before being relieved. No specific plan of a rail and water route is in evidence. 

Rosecrans and I had not consulted together as to means of relieving Chattanooga, 
nor had we partially planned any movement whatever. 

No preliminary steps had been taken to execute this movement, for no boats had 
been built except for the second bridge, nor had any been ordered. 

The natural deduction from the above facts is that Thomas in his report has ntade 
statements on points on which he was grossly misinformed or misled. 

It has now been clearly shown from the War Record that the testimony of General 
Thomas, given above, can he entirely eliminated from this question of Rosecrans 
devising the plan carried out by Thomas on the 27th of October, 1863. 

The remainder of his report pertinent to the subject is contained in the following 
extract, viz; 



Ferry. 

Can there 1>e possibly more than one meaning to the words "the ingenuity which 
conceived the movement at Browns Ferry?" 



..Google 



Pbbsonal Stateubnt of Gbk. Wiujah F. Shttb on the Openihg or the TENHBeaax 
RivBB, October 27, 1S63. 

I arrived at Chattanoi^a, Teim., on the 30th of September, and reported to Gen- 
eral Hosecrana, in accordance with, my orders received in New York City on the day 
of the news of the battle of Chickamauga. I arrived at Nashville without detention, 
and waited there three or four days for the raid to be made, which I expected would 
be the result of the battle of Chickamauga. Finally, not being able to wait longer, 
I left Nashville, reaching Bridgeport after twenty-four hours' travel. There learning 
that the journey with eecort and with the trains would be a long and tedions one, I 
took my horse and, with my aid, proceeded over the mountains by what was known 
as the Haley Trace to Chattanooga, arriving there late in the afternoon. On report- 
ing to General Rosecrane, who was an old acquaintance of mine, he aaked me to 
accept hia hospitality until I could get aettled for myself, which I did, and was with 
him three or four days. I>uring that time I was engaged in looking about the army 
and the lines, and in one of the conversations I had with General Boeecrans I told 
him he would not be able to supply his army by the route over which the sopplieB 
then came — a longer route than I myself had taken to get there — and it would be 
necessary for him to shorten his line of communication. To this he replied, "Come 
with me to the commiBsary's and I will show you that we are receivii^ supplies very 
much in excess of our requirements," and seemed to think my opinion entirely 
erroneous. On the night of the 30th of Septemt»er we heard of the crossing of the 
Tennessee River by General Wheeler, of the Confederate cavalry, and the beginning 
of his famous raid, which kept the army very much eieited for some days. This 
raid was over and the railroad again in use by the afternoon of the 6th of October, 
but the loss of animals and supplies in the very laige tr^n destroyed by Wheeler at 
once b^an to be felt in Chattanooga, so that the army was very shortly put on half 
or three-quariier rations. To add to this, the lama began at once and rendered the 
roads almost impassable. Meanwhile, I was made chief engineer of the Army of the 
Cumberland. The order aaaigning me to this dnty was published on the 3d day of 
October, and I entered on my duties by b^iinning the construction of l>oats for' 
bridges and also laying out the lines of fortifications. 

At the time of my arrival at Chattanooga there were two trestle bridges over the 
river only available for the low water then existing, and work was immediately b^;nn 
on boats and material for the pontoon bridge, which was finished and laid on the 
6th of October, and was the only bridge in use there up to and after the battles of 
November, with the exception of the flying bridge which I established just above. 
This was capable of carrying only one wagon and its team at a tima During all 
this time the state of affaire at Chattanooga was growing daily worse by reason of the 
loss of mules from overwork and starvation, and also by the lose of artillery horses 
from the latter cause. I was very hard at work attending to various engineering 
duties on my hands, these duties being principally the superintending of the work 
on the fortifications. Our purpose was then to make a system of fortifications which 
would be able to stand a siege with a small garrison and thus diminish the number 
of men required to hold the position at Chattanooga, During all this time no con- 
versation ever took place between General Roeecrana and myself with refwence to 
oblmning control of any part of the old ronte by river and road to Bridgeport. This 
roftd was in length only about 27 miles from Chattanooga, as against the 60 or 70 
miles of mountwn route for supplies. I finally became convinced that it was impos- 
whle for us to collect provisions, anmiunilion, and forage sufficient to maintain the 
garrison for the fortifications. In fact as we then stood it was impossible for us to 
fall back over the mountains and take with us anything except what the soldien 
could carry on their persons. In sttperintending these fortifications I had daih- ' 
ride on the hills surrounding Chattanooga, and from them I looked down upr 



Google 



66 

face of Raccoon Monntain. In stadjing over caretal)^ the edtostion of the taraj, 
and trying to think of eome means by which it could be reUoved, it occoired to me 
that if we could hold the possee on Baocoon Mountain and the northern end of the 
mountain abutting on the river, and could manage to support that position on tlie 
river from the troopa in and near the passes, it would give us the control of the river 
up as far as Williams Island; then by uaing the north side of that island or the adja- 
cent shore of the river we might have a depot for 8l^>pliee practically sheltered from 
any artillery fire that could be brought to bear on it, or from any infantry att»cfc 
that could be made against it. Thinking that this idea might turn out to be of value, 
on the afternoon of the 18th of October I went to General Roeecrans and told him 
that I proposed to go down the river on a recoonoissance the next day to see if we 
could not make some lodgment on Raccoon Mountain that would give us the river 
up to that point. General Roeecrans said: "That is a very good idea, and I will go 
down with you." 

I wished to make the reconnoisaance in my own way, and knev that if he wmt 
with me I should go where he wanted me to go, and not necessarily where I wanted 
to go. So I said to the general that it would be a long day's work, and I had to 
start very early in the morning, to which he replied, "Fix your hour and I will be 
ready." Then I said, "We will start at 8 o'clock," whichwedid. Besides General 
Sosecransandmyself there were two or three of his sinff belot^ing to the party whona 
I do not recollect now. Shortly after crosdng the Tennessee River our road led by 
the hospital, which was filled with the wounded from Ghickamauga. General Rose- 
crane, on coming up lo the hospital, said, "1 must go in and see the boys for a little 
while." I said, " General, recollect we have a long day's work." "I will not be 
more than fifteen minutee. ' ' He and his staff went in, leaving me alone on the road, 
I having no desire to go into the hospital. I waited there for about half an hour, 
when Mr. Dana, the Assistant Secretary of War, came along on his way over the 
mountains to Bridgeport Mr. Dana was there to represent the Secretary of War 
and to give bim daily the fullest information with reference to the condition of the 
army, its intended movements, etc. I said to Mr. Dana, "I am waiting here for 
General RosecranH. I have waited for half an hour, and ee I am going down the 
river, I can not a&ord the time, so I will leave him to follow on if he chooses, and I 
will go on with you as far as our paths lie together." Reaching the point where 
the road turned up over the mountain we separated and I went down toward the river 
bank and he went toward Bridgeport I began my examination near the lower end 
of Williams Island, studying carefully the t«pc^raphical features of the country, but 
could find nothing that X thought would answer for a position to be held against a 
strong attacking force. I then abandoned all idea of carrying out the plan which 
had come into my mind, and which had caused this reconnoissauce, and started back 
for headquarters. 

Not long after leaving the river bank I saw in front of me and to the right on 
artillery battery. As I knew of no battery in that place I turned my horse and went 
in to it, asked the captain why the battery was there, and he said, ' ' To defend the eroas- 
ing here at Browns Ferry." We were on one of two high banks, with aroadleadii^ 
between them to the river. On the opposite side was a range of steep hills, about 
100 to 150 feet in height, and directly opposite our position was a gorge between the 
hills, with a good road leading down to the river. These two roads constituted 
Browns Ferry, all but the boat. The topographical features of the locality attracted 
my attention, and upon further talk with the captain I found that they had an 
agreement with the picket on the other side that persons going down the river should 
not be fired upon. I went down and sat on the bank until it was so dark that I 
™>"ld see nothing. I examined the hills opposite as well as possible to see whether 
1 scramble up them or not, the gorge between them as far as I could see it, 
vas of much importance, the distance and position of the reserve of pick- 
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eto, and the eapporting force near it guarding that portion of the valley. It aeemed 
to me that if thoee hills could be taken by surpriae and hekl tuid a bridge bnilt ocrorn, 
bringing the Army of the Cumberljind to within lesa than 3 miles of Lookout Moun- 
tain, our position there vonld prevent Br^^'s army from defending the passes in 
Baccoon Mountain, by being forced to present their flank to us in their movements. 
Then, if on the same day that we seized these heights, a force should leave Bridge- 
port tor Lookout Valley we could be assured that it would not be stopped by Con- 
federate forces, and that on reaching Lookout Valley the whole army would be 
practically unit^ to defend it, and the short lines of communication by road and 
river thus recaptured. My examination being over, owing to darkness, I Started 
back for the headquarters. I was confident that this movement would be a success, 
provided we conld surprise and capture these hills, and that I thoi^ht was more 
than probable. Then canne the question as to whether General Bosecrans would 
approve of the plan. 

From my experience with him I thought he probably would, hut that in a day or 
two he would get hold of some other idea and lose faith in this plan. On arriving at 
headquarters I found that he had been relieved from comjnand, and that General 
Thomas was in his place, which, from my knowledge of Gensial Thomas, seemed to 
me to be a great change for tlie better. I have no recollection of seeing General 
Hoaectans that nightr-at any rate, for more than a very short conversation, and the 
subject of my examination of the day was not mentioned between us. The next 
morning I went in to report to General Thomas and say what was customary on such 
occasions; that I desired him to select his chief en^oeer to suit himself without ref- 
erence to me, as I had taken the place unwillingly at the outset. General Thomas 
replied that he desired no change, and directed me to put down a second bridge at 
Chattanooga. I said: " General, I have sufficient boats for a bridge liere, but if you 
will listen to a story of a reconnoiaaance I made yesterday you may alter your mind 
about the bridge, at least for the present." I tlien went on and explained, as stated 
here, what I had found the day before and what I thought could be done, and asked 
the general to tliink of it and let me know. After a few hours he sent for me to 
eay that he had been consulting with some of the highest officers of his army, and 
they siud that the plan was not in accordance with the rules of the art of war; that 
I only wauted notoriety by a big slaughter, and that if he approved of my plan he 
would lose two of his best brigades. To this I said I tbot^ht the officers were 
wrong alwut the art of war; that I knew that they were wrong as far as I was con- 
cerned, for 1 had held during the war that every officer who was guilty through 
^orance or ambition of needlessly causing the death of a soldier was guilty of mur- 
der. General Thomas then approved of the plan, and I went to work from that 
minute to carry it out. The order to General Hooker was issued on the 24th, and 
on the 25th I was ready to move. The movement, however, did nottake place until 
the night of the 23th and 27th. At daylight of the morning of the 27th we had the 
coveted hills, the goi^ was well protected by our force, and at 10 o'clock that morn- 
ing the bridge was completed. On the afternoon of the 28th Hooker with his com- 
mand marched into Wauhatcbie. The valley of Lookout was held, Hooker was in 
close communication with the Army of the Cumberland, and we had control of the 
short road to Bri<^port and the river. 

In my report of this affair, from a spirit of courtesy, I said I made the reconnois- 
sance by order of General Bosecrans, which was literally true, as he approved of it, 
as Bean by the above statement Some people asserted that I was with Boeecrans 
the whole day, and that the party followed the river as closely as possible to Browns 
Ferry. In my report I say that I began the examination, near the lower end of Wil- 
liams Island and worked opstream. That route was certainly not to find a crossii^ 
into Lookout Valley, which was above Williams Island, and my only purpose in t^ 
ing that route must have been to examine Baoi»on Mountain, ae Williame Islw 
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without a point held oa the mountun, would have had no military value, as waa aeen 
alter our occupation of the valley. 

SUPI>1.EKBNT TO PUaONAL StATBMBNT. 

After the above personal etatement was made I accidentally found eome extracts 
from my letters from ChattanoO)^ to tny home. These were made some years since, 
had been mislaid, and I thought them loHt I append all the extracts, though, like 
letters to one's home, they may be a little egotistical. It was my habit to write daily, 
and sometimes more than once a day, generally before going to bed or early in the 
morning, and I will L-ertify that these extracts, made some years ago, are true copies 
from tbe letters written from Chattanoi^a at the dates given. Owing to findir^ 
these extracts I have made one, and only one, change in the personal statement, aod 
that was in the date of arriving at Chattanooga, which I had there pnt as the 2St1i, 
29th, or 30th of September. 

[Extracts from letters home. wHCten at Chattanooga, 1863,1 

It Jaa runed most of the day and is still 
tLink with horror of the long impassable roads between here and our 
Bupjilies. We are really in a very danjferous oindition, and this place may have lo 
be given up, because we can not get enough to eat so far froin the depot. I have 
not dared to write lest the letter should miscarry, but this goes by General Garfield, 
who I trustwill not be captured. I have been here a fortnight to-night. • * • 

iSame date as above. — We will have a change of commanders, and General Thomas 
is to be the man. I don't know how he will do, but he baa the confidence of this 
army to a far greater decree than liosecrans, and will, I think, do far better, for 
Bosecrans has many of McClellan'a weaknesses, and sonie of them ext^eraled. 

Monday morning, October JS.— I wrote yon a long letter last night, annit is How on 
the road. Mr, Dana goes mtexpectedly, and I send to say that I am well, and the 
rain has gone, and the sky is bright, and the pack mule is ready, and 1 am off for a 
couple of days. Mr. Dana expects to go to Washington. * * * 

Same date, evening. — Went over the river and took a long ride, * • • To«i»y 
the order has come relieving Bosecrans and putting Thomas m command, so thatlatn 
again all at Bea as to what will be my fate, as he may not want me as chief engineer, 
though he told me he had urged Rosecrans to make me chief of staff, I am sorry for 
poor Bosy, for he has worked hard and done his best, but he has no administrative 
talent, and so we have been going to the bad ever since I came here. He has been 
a good friend of mine, and I feel grateful to him for it. * • • 

Same date (October 19) . — I shall give Thomas up if he does not get this river open 
tor us in six days, for bv that time we shall have to fall back if we do not succeed. 

Note. — This was evidently written after my return from the reconnoissance. It 
shows plainly that I hada plan all worked out which I felt confident would give ns 
the country south of the river. 

• • * This morning I wrote two notes and sent one by Mr. Dana. 

Tuesday nioft/, October ^.- — * * * It bids fair to rain again, and if so, our new 
general will "be swamped before he gets fairly in command. We are looking for 
Grant, and I presume ne will be along in a day or two. 

Thursday night, Oclober SS.— * ■* • General Thomas is going into his new 
work with diligence andacleamess that I hope ai^ura well for the future of this army, 
• * • Cap&n West came in to-night, having wen five days on the road from Ste- 
venson, and he says the roads are siniply shocking. We look for General Grant 
to-morrow, and I trust my friend, Mr, Dana, will come back with him. ■ * • 

Friday, Oclober S3. — Mr. Dana came back and 1 asked him to come and stay with 
me. * * * he remarked that General Grant thought highly of me, and had said 
that Franklin and myself were the ablest oflScers in the Army. * * • He then 
told me tttat General Grant would take my opinion about things here and would rely 
on my knowledge and my judgment, so that I find myself here with more influence 
than I ever had when I had the Sixth Corps. Grant is now here, and to-morrow I 
am looking for a conversation that will fix my status. * * * Grant is here and 1 
feel that this torpid animal of an army will wake up and begin t/i move, and that we 
-hall be saved from ruin and keep Chattanooga, * * * This terrible atorra is 

'ng us just here, and in three or four days, but before you get this, yoa will get 
"a of a fight and I hope a sutMxssful one to us. 
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Saturday night, lO.SO, October S4, Ji«S.— To-day I had a ride with General Grant 
and showed him eomethmg new, rather a bright idea of mine I thought, wtiiL-li i.< to 
be acted upon in about forty-eiRht hours, and I waa informed by Grant that the 
order waa being made out making me chief engineer of the "Division of the Missie- 
eippi," and bo 1 said to Mr. Dana, "lam farther off than ever from a tommand." 
Mr. Dana said that he had said to Grant tliat I wanted a command, and the general 
replied that I had to stay with him as he wanted the benefit of mv knowledge. 
* * • I hope to he in command of a division for one day this weet, and it I am 
ftuccessful it Will give Grant an excuse for demanding my promotion. • • • Our 
tilings look brighter now that we have new commanders, and I trust you will have . 
no more of the lugubrious from me. 

fianday niaht, (Mober S5. — To-morrownight will be an anxious night forme. • • • 
Tuesday, if I succeed, I hqpethis army maystand in a fairer poeition than it does now. 

Mona^, October £6, S.SO p. m. — My expedition starts to-uight, and to-morrow I 
may be fighting all day. • • • Hooker moves to-morrow, and I fear will get a 
whipping, though I sincerely hope not, for it is a vit^ question to us. 

Note.— See J&. Dana's dispatches of the 25th and 27th of October, voL 6*, pp. 70 
and 72. 

Tuesday night, October SI. — I am nearly dead and have to go across the river again 
to my troops to-night and sleep out in the open air, and am here only to write to you 
a short note which is goin^ by eipresa to New York, and so you will get it before 
you get my letter of last night * * * I planned an enterprise and worked out 
the details and took command and carried it to a most perfect succeaa, with 4,000 
men engaged and a loss of killed and wounded of about 23. * * * I passed a 
most anxious night, for if any one of my little particulars had been neglected and had 
miscarried, instead ot success I should meet with disaster, when disaster to me was 
ruin to this army. • * * Thank God, who gave us the success, I have been con- 

C.ulated all around to-day for my part This morning at 3 o'clock I waa on the 
k alone in the dark waiting to near my boats, loaded down with men, come to 
me, and liateniue to hear the rebels open on them; and they came so silently I did 
not know it until they were abreast or ine, then an hour of sharp skirmishing and 
the coveted ground waa mine, and not to bo wrested from me by ten times my num- 
bers. * * * Last n^ht was foggy and the fog was a necessity, and to-night, when 
I don't care, the full moon lights up the river aa the sun. 

Wed'nexdj.y night, October SS. — TcnJay Hooker came in and joined onto me, and 
! have the river and can supply our troops, and will not have to leave Chat- 



It is a breathingspell for ne all, and the men, who are ^tting gaunt as wolves (all 
except me) , look cheerful now, and will work hard to finish np our roads and fortifi- 
cations. » • • J will give you a long account (Dana's Report, vol. 64) of this in 
a day or two, if I can find time, and then you can add a p^e to my history. I think 
Bragg will Ml back now, for we learn he has iiard work to keep himself alive where 
he is, and now that Hooker has joined us we can snap our finpers at him. 

P. S.— In the morning: Hooker was attacked last night, ana I was up all night. 

Soiiinlay night, October 31. — On the 19th of October I was scouting along the river 
bank 3 or 4 miles below here, and I came to a place that attracted my attention. 
On the other side of the river was a sharp ridge of hills a mile and a half long, the 
base of which was washed by the river. Between this ridge and a high, rugged 
mountain was a narrow valley, which was a strong place for us and would give us a 
^ud share of the river if we owned it, and would also give us an opportunity of aid- 
ing Hooker on his march to seiie the rest ot the river should he meet with any 
heavy force. Its immense importance struck me, and I found a deep gorge in the 
hills, through which ran a riuidfor an old ferry. I sat down on the hank of the 
river for two hours, within a thousand feet of a rebel picket, who thought me some 
soldier not on duty, and as I eat there I conceived a plan forthecapture of that hill, 
which, if taken, would make Hooker's work easy and give our soldiers and animals 
sometbiuK to eat and save Chattanooga to us. That day Genera! Thomas took com- 
mand, and I proposed it to him and asKed him togo and look at the place and see tor 
himself. General Grant came then, and the day after he came I took the two down 
and showed them the promised land. They were both impressed with the great 
value of it, and I was allowed to arrange the details myseli. Mr. Dana suggested 
that I be allowed to command the expedition, and that was done. * • • Then 
two hours' work with the axes and we could not be driven out. The thing was done, 
and I thanked God who had given us so signal a success when the risks were so 
great and where the stake was so immense. * • * The next day Hooker came 
into the valiey which we already occupied, but posted his troops so carelessly tha' 
he was nearly overwhelmed and all our gains nearly lost by gross cr—' 
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" • • Now we haul provisions 9 milee in place of 66. * * * I think General 
Grant and General Thoinas are going to a«k for tny promotion, * * * but then 
I want to get back my old data or else the pill will be aa bitter aa ever, • * • 

P. S. — 1 f^t my new aqua scutum and my only coat cut on the shoulder, but it 
went no deeper. 

Note. — I desire to call attention to the two hoors which I stated I passed in the 
examination. In my personal statement I was careful nut lo overestimate the time. 
The extract must be correct Boseorans is said to have been at Browns Ferry and 
to have returned just before dark. He was not there during my viait, nor did the 
captain of the battery mention his visit. Had he been there and gone he would 
have arrived at headquaHers much before dark, for it was a short 3 miles. He 
would not have ^one hy the river l)etween Moccasin Point and Browns Ferry, as 
the road was all under fire of the picket of the enemy. 

Bespectfully submitted. 

Wm. ¥!. Smith. 
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OEHZBAL SKTTH'B 7IBST ANVOUFCEKENT 07 EIB CLAIM. 
The Ebuef of thb Abmy of thb Cchsbklahd and thb Raopetnno op tub Sho 

LiNB OF COKHIINICATION BBTWBBK GHATTAtWOaA, TbNH., AND BbIDOEPOBT, ALA., 
OCTOBEE, 1863. 

[Wm.runiiBmltii, brevet majop-general,!!. S.Ann)'. Wilmington, Del., 1S»L] 



I have been asked by friende to pnt in print an acconnt of the relief of the starving 
Army of the Cumberland, at Chattanooga, by the reopening of the short line of com- 
munication with Bridgeport, in Alabama, in October, 1863. The movement which 
effected thia was the seizure of the hitla on the south side of the Tennessee River 
and the gorge between them, where there had been a ferry called Browna Ferry. 
This capture and occupation gave to the Army of th^ Cumberland inierior linrt in its 
connection with Lookout Valley, and thus prevented the occupation by the enemy 
of the passefl in Raccoon Mowit^n on the short road between Chattaaooga and 
Bri^eport, or,. being occupied, allowed the Army of the Cumberland to attack the 
passes in the rear and also to attack any reenforcing colnmn in the flank. A glance 
at the map will show the peculiar advantages of the podtion at Browns Ferry, and 
the history of the entire movement shows that, the Browns Ferry hills being occu- 
pied. Hooker's column marched into Iiookout Valley with hardly a shot flred, and 
the short line to Bridgeport was held and covered. 

Wm. Fa&kar Bmith, 
BiPi. Maj. Gctl, V. S. Army, 
Late Chief Engineer, Army of the Oambetiand. 



e: The erron aod omlvionH set forth have been correcled tn t]iL§ reprint] 



I caAirTANOOQA, TBNN., AND BRlDaBFOflT, ALA., 
IN OCTOBBB, 1863. 

The ^tnation on the 24th of September, 1863, was as follows, vis: On that day 
Lookout Mountain was given np by the Federal forces and occupied by those of 
Bragg. This involved the loss ol Lookout Valley and the short line of communica- 
tion with Bridgeport, the terminus of railroad transportation and the depot of sup- 
plies for the Army of the Cumberland, forcing a haul oi from 50 to 70 miles over bad 
mountain roada and through alluvial valleys. We find from the reports of Bragg 
and Longstreet that after the battle of Chtckamauga Longetreet recommended a 
movement to the north of Chattanooga, with the alt«mative of a march on Nashville 
or Knosville as cireumstanees might determine: 

The su^eetion of a movement by our right immediately after the battle to the 
north of the Tennessee and thence upon Nashville requires notice only because it 
will find a place on the files of the Department. Sucti a movement was utterly 
Nearly hi ' 

_ . _ wagou or a _ . .. . , .. 

quite, a third of theartilleryhoreeaonthe field had been lost. The railroad bridges, 
too, had been destroyed to a point south of Ringeold, and on all the loads from 
Cleveland to ICnoxville. To these insurmountable a iflSculties were added the entire 
absence of means to crosa the river except by fording at a few precarious points too 
deep for artillery, and the well-known dai^r of sudden rises, by which all cov 
munication would be cut, a contingency which did aetually happen a few days aft 
the visionary scheme was proposed. But the most serious objection to the propo 



tion wSH its entire want of miliUry propriety. It abandoned to the enemv our entire 
line of communication auil laiil open U> him our depots of supplies, wliile it plaivd 
us with a greatly inferior force bt^yond a diffi<niltand at tjmea impaasable river in a 
country aBordit^ no sub<iHtence to men or animals. It also left open to the enemy, 
at a distance of only 10 milee, our battleSeld wilh thousands of ourwoundcd and his 
own, and all the trophies and supplies we had won. All this was to be risked and 
given np for what? To gain the enemy's rear and cut him off from hiadepot of sup- 
plies by the route over the mountains, when the very movement abandoned to hia 
unmolested use the better and more practicable route, of half the length, on the 
Bouth side of the river. It is hardly necessary to say that the proposition waa not 
even entertained, whatever may have been the inferences drawn KOm sabeeqneul 
movements. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Braxton BsAaa, GenervL 

On this question Bragg had other and very sound views, as appeaiB from the fol- 
lowing extract in the same report: 

* * * As soon as it was seen that we could be subsisted the army was moved 
forward to seize and hold the only communication the enemy bad with his suppliee 
in the rear. Jlit moft impwUtnt road and Ihe shortest by lialfio Ms depot at Bi-im/eport 
lay dUmq the Koutk bnnkofthe Tennessee.' The holding of this all-important route waa 
conflded to lieutenant-General Longstreet's command, and i/« potKtamon forced the 
enemy to a road double the length, over tuo ranges of mountains, by wagon Iran^KnrUiiioa. 
At the same time our cavalry, in lai^ force, was thrown across the ri\er to operate 
on this long and difficult route. These dixposilimiii, faithfully mutained, insured Ihe 
enemas speedy evacuation of Chattanooga far want of food and forage. Possessed of the 
shortest route to his depot, and the one by which reenforcements must reach him, 
vx hdd him oi our mercy and his destruction was only a qu^ian of time. 

Holding those views and acting upoa that plan, it was evidently Brf^g's para- 
monnt duty to take all measures to see that such a vital advantage was not wraeted 
from bim. 



The plan seemingly worted well and was near its fulfillment in just one month, 
for Grant arrived on the scene October 23, and describes in hia Memoirs the condi- 
tion of affairs on the 24th of October: 

This country afforded but little food for his (Rosecrans's) animals, nearly 10,000 
of which had already starved, and not enough were left to draw a single piece of 
artillery or even the ambulances to convey tne sick. The men had been on hall 
rations of hard bread fora considerable time, withbut few other auppliesextept beef 
driven from Nashville across the country. The region alone the road became so 
exhausted of food for cattle that by the time they reached Chattanooga they were 
much in the condition of the few animals left alive there — "on the lift." Indeed, 
the beef was so poor that the s^Jdiers were in the habit of saying, with faint face- 
tiousness, that tney were living on half rations of hard bread and be^ dried on tht 
hoof. [Italics — Grant's.] 

No language could more strongly or faithfully depict the condition of the army at 
that time, and General Grant is positive in his assertion as to the effect of a retreat. 
Therefore, under the then existing conditions, the Army of the Cumberland could 
not remain where it was and a retreat was destructive to it. 



The only possible way to do that was to reopen the short line of communication 
with Bridgeport or fight a general battle and defeat Brt^, to do which, as is seen by 
Grant's statement of the condition of the army and its artillery horses, was to be 
considered as impossible. 

' Italics throughout are by General Smltb, 

, ,y Go Ogle 



The routes from the Chattajiooga Valley into that of Lookout were, first, by the 
nose of Lookout Mountain, overlooking the Tennessee Eiver; second, by a road up 
Lookout Mountain, starting from near the northern eitremify, thence along the 
mountain about 10 utiles to Johnsons Crook, and ao to Trenton, in Lookout Valley; 
third, up Chattanooga Valley along the eaetem slope of Lookout to Coopers Gap, 
and so over the monntein to Trenton. The battery at the extremity of Moccaain 
. Point, across the Tennessee from Lookout Mountain, entirely swept the first road, ao 
that it could not be used during the day, and therefore it was a difficult matter for 
the Confederates to reenforce troopa in Lookout Valley. Its mouth was hardly more 
than 2J miles from Chattanooga, and if we could secure a poaitiau there we could 
reenforce our troops in lesa than an hour. Longetreet says in his report: "The 
enemy's position was such that he could reenforce from any point of his lines in half 
an hour, while I could only reenforce from my ti^treit point in about three hourt. He 
would have the benefit of his artillery, and we could not cross the mountain with 
ours." We would thus have interior Hues with the disparity in distance increaang 
as we went toward the northern flanks of the two armiee. Tkt vital advantage, how- 
ever, of holding a point in Lookout Valley was that a force marching acrose it to hold 
or defend the passes in Raccoon Mountain would expose its flanks to an attack from 
our army, and a hostile force in those passes could be attacked from the rear by our 
troops. If, then, such a point in Lookout Valley could be secured and held, it made 
the march of a reenforcing column from Bridgeport a very simple military question, 
and such a column once in Lookout Valley covered the line to Bridgeport and would 
be in close contact witli the other troops of the army. To have moved a force from 
Bridgeport without such a foothold in Lookout Valley would have been to expose 
that force to an attack without any prospect of assistance from the Army of the Cum- 
berland, no troops from which could have hoped to gain a footing with the enemy in 
force in Lookout Valley. The whole enterprise seemed to turn upon the opportunity 
to gain poBseegion there by a eorptise. Browns Ferry was admirably adapted for the 
work of effecting a lodgment. The road through the gorge connected with all the 
roads in the valley, and it was sufficiently far from the batteries on Lookout Moun- 
tain to make a bridge safe from anything but chance shots. 

The hills on the south side ot the river at Browns Ferry were captured on the 
morning of the ^Tth of October, just befoi« dayl^ht. The bridge connecting our new 
possession with the Aimy of the Cumberland was completed before noon of that day. 
On the afternoon of the 28th the troops of the Eleventh and Twelfth Corps marched 
into the valley and connected at Browns Ferry, having met only skirmishere, and 
the short line to Bridgeport was recaptured at a triflii^ cost of life and secured to 
US, except from the chances of a general engagement, in which our interior tines gave 
ns great ad^wtages. On this point I quote from the report of General Longstreet; 

About October 31 Lieutenant-General Hardee, Mtyor-General Breckinridge, and 
myself were ordered to examine this position with a view to a general battle. It was 
decided that an attack whs tnipracticable; that the only route by which our troops 
could reach the fleld was a difficult mountain road only practicable for infantry and 
entirely exposed to the enemy's batteries ou the other side of the river. His positions 
were connected by a short and easy route, while ours would have been separated by 
a mountain, impassable to artillery except by a deUmr of some 60 miles, and hardly 
practicable for infantry. Our position was so faulty that we could not accomplish 
that which was hoped for. We were trying to starve tJie enemy out by inviting 
bim on the oniy side from which he could not have gathered supplies. 

On the subject of thb last sentence, Brt^g says: 

The disastrous loss of these advantages and our subsequent operations in conse- 
quence must be the subject of a future communication. (See Bragg's report quoted 
abova) 
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The following ii a dispktch from CbAi4«« A. Dsna, Awietent Soixetaxy o( Wv, to 
the Secrelaiy: 

Crattanoooa, Tknn., October gs,ises. 

No chan^ in the ntnation here. Teii days' rations on hand. Thomas Gnnljr 
reeolved to nolif at ftll events. Btun heavy aiiice midnight uid roads woree to^f 
than jresterday. 

An immediate movement for the occupation of Raccoon Mountain and Lookout 



Valley is indiBpeuBable, bnt Hooker, though ordered ten days since to coni^Dtrate 
his forces for the purpo«e, has not done so, but waits on the gnrand that his wBgona 
have not arrived from Nashville. The (act is, however, that about 100 have arrive), 



and, beeides, Thomas will act allow him to take any wagons at all in this movemenl. 
But Hooker seenis to show no zeal in the enU;niri«j. tt will necessarily wait eome- 
what for the arrival of CiTunt, who was not able to make the whole distance of 55 
miles on horeebftck yeeterdaj', but will get in befM« night. 

The interior line of fortifications la so far advanced that Graeral Smith tells me 
only one day's work more is needed to make them tenable and the place temporarilv 
safe with a garriBon of 10,000 men, though the works will still be far from flniahw. 
The pontoons are done for a bridge across to Lookout Valley as soon as Hooker hss 
moved into that position. 

The last part of that last sentence shows that Mr. Dana did not appreciate the plan. 
It may have been the pian confided to him by Rosecrane. 



Chattakoooa, October 14, iseS — 10 a. m. 
Grant arrived last night, wet, dirty, and well. He u jtut going to recommUr in> 
importiaU position lehich General Smiih ha* diMconered at tite vimith of Lookout Faifeji. 
and which will he occupied from here simultaneously with Hooker's occupation of 
Raccoon Mountain. This movement will probably take place within three days. 

To one who understands the military principle involved in the movements to eeiie 
the hilla at Browns Ferry it will be apparent that the movements from CbatlanixiRa 
and the occupation of Raccoon Mouotwn should not be siroultaaeona. 

The operation of occupying the "important position" in Lookout Valley wts 
effected on the momii^ of the 27tb, just three days after the above dispatch im 
sent. 

OcTOBKB 26, 1863—11 a. m. 

The force which will cross at Browns Ferry to occupy the mamelon at the month 
of Lookout Valley will consist of three brinides, of which the first, under Haien, 
will proceed to the spot in the pontoons of which the bridge to be thrown aciwe 
there will be composed. The other two march, the distance being about 4 miles, 
and all are to be on the ground before daylight Tuesday morning. 

Thisespeditiontol/wkout Valley will probably be conimanded b^ General Smith. 
Reconnoissance yesterday showed the reoels have only a cavalry picket at Browns 
Ferry and no force on the mamelon. Cold; cloudy; no rain. 

[C. A. DijJA.] 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 

General Thomas reported the afiair; 

■ Chattajjoooa, Tbhh., Orfofer S7, 1S6S — 11.30 p. m. 

(Received 9 p. m., 2Sth.) 

Gen. William F, Smith, conunanding Hazen's brigade, Sbwidan's division, Foortli 
Corps, and Turchin's brigade, Baird's division. Fourteenth Corps, floated boots of 
pontoon brid^ down the river from Chattanooga to Browns Ferry, 6 miles below; 
landed, surpneed and drove off the enemas pickets and reserves, took posaession of 
the hills commandite ddxniche of the ferry on southwest side, and laid bridge and 
intrenched the command strongly enough to hold the bridge securely. 

By the judicious precautions twen by General Smith before starting and the intel- 
ligent cooperation of Generals Tuichin and Hazen, commanding brides, and Colonel 
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Stanley, of Hie Eighteenth Ohto, commanding bot patty, thh waa a complete mcoeBB 
and reflected great credit on all eoncemed. 

Our loss — t Billed, 15 wounded; enemy — 8 killed, 6 prisoners, and several wounded. 

General Hooker, commandinettoopeconipofling Eleventh Corps and part of Twelfth, 
marched from Bridgeport at daylight to-day to open road from Bridgeport to Cbatta- 
noc^iS and take some position protecting river.^ * * * If General Hooker ia aa 
succeseful as General smith has been, we shall in a few days have open commnnica- 
.- !.\. i._!j . 1 .__ ,1 ^ \jy g, practicable read running near Uie 



Gbattaitoooa, TsNir., October tS, ises—llp. m. 
Hooker reached Browne Tbrry to-day abont 8 p. m. Met with do seriotu oppoei- 
tion. The enemy etill hold Lookout Mountain m considerable force. The wagon 
road ia now open to Bridgeport We have, besides, two steamboats, one at Bridge- 
port and one here, which will be etarted to-morrow. We have also another steam- 
boat here undergoing repairs; will be ready for work as soon as portiona of h^" 
machinery (sent for to Nashville) arrive. By this operation we have gain^ two 
wagon iwads and the river to get anppliee by, and I hope in a few dajs to be pretty 
weUsnpplied. " * • 



Orders.] Hncsa. DxpAsruxirt or thb CmiBEBLAiiD, 

CftaHonooffo, November 1, 1863. 

The general commanding tenders his thanka to Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith and the 
oflioere and men of the ex^dition under hia command, consisting of the br^adee of 
Brigadier-Generals Turchin and Hazen^ the boat parties under Col, T. B. Stanley, 
Eighteenth Ohio Volunloers, and the pioneer bridge party, Captain Fox, Michigan 
Engineers, for the skill and coo! gallantry displayed m securing a permanent Itrfg- 
ment on the south side of the river at Browns Ferry, and in putting in position the 
pontoon bri<^ on the night of the 26th instant The ttuxeisftd execution of (ft« duty 
VKU atUnded wiOi the moH vrnpoTtarU resvili in obtaining a safe and easy conuuunicalion 
witli Bridgeport and shoriiening our line of suppliea 

By oominand of Hajor-General Thomas. 

In a later report General Thomas ays: 

To Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith, chief engineer, should bo accorded great praise for the 
ingenuity wiiich conceived and the ability which executed the movement at Browns 
Ferry. * • • When the bridge was tnrown at Browns Ferry on the morning of 
the 2Tth, the surprise was as great to the army within Chattanooga as it was to the 
army besi^ng it from without (Vol. I, p. 3B8, History of the Army of the Cum- 
berland, by Van Home.) 



BntDGBPOBT, October S6, 1883 — Sp. m. 
The movement for the occu^tion of Baccoon Mountain and Lookout Valley was 
to have begun this morning. Everything is ready at ChattBnoo^, and Palmer will 
b« at Rankins Ferry in season; but Hooker is betundliand, and it is postponed nntil 
to-morrow. The forcee sent from here are Howard's two divieiona and Geary's, 
10,000 men in all. 

Chattahooga, October SS, }86S—6p. m. 
Everything perfectly eucceeafnl. The river is now open, and a short and good 
road in our poeseasion along the sonthshore. We had an inrignificant skirmish near 
Waohatchie. The great eaocess, however, ia G«ieral Smith's operation at the mouth 
of Lookont Valley. Its britliaBcy cut not be exaggerated. 

[C. A. Dama.] 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War, 

2«««^i 6 „„.„„,Google 



That General Grant then thought he knew nho had planned and executed the 
delicate part of thia operation appears to be shown by hie letter oi November 12 to— 

E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 
Sib; I would respectfully recommend that Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith be placed od 
the list for promotion to the rank of major-general. He ia poeBewed of one of the 
clearest military heads in the Army; ie very practical and industrious. No raart in 
the service is better qualifi^ than he for our largest cooiniands. 

As the recapture of the short line of communication was the only affair of the 
slightest importance which occurred in the three previous weeks spent by Grant at 
Chattanooga, the credit for that must have been largely in his mind when that letter 
was written. 

In summing up the results of the Browne Ferry movement it must not be toigot- 
ten that euccesa there alone mode it possible for Sherman's force to reach Chatta- 
nooga, which in its turn made possible the victory of Misdonary Ridge. 



1. Gen. Vlyases S. Grant. — In his Memoirs he writes: 

The next day, the 24th, I started out to make a personal inspection, taking Thotnae 
and Smith with me, besides most of the membera of mv personal staff. We croaaed 
to the north side of the river, and, moving to the north of detached spurs of hills, 
reached the Tennessee at Browns Ferry, some 3 miles below Lookout Mouotwru 
unobserved by the enemy. Here we ie(t our horses back from the river and 
approached the water on toot. There was a picket station of the enemy on the 
opposite side of about 20 men in full view, and we were within easy range. They 
did not fire upon us nor seem to be disturbed by our presence, TTiey moat have 
seen that we were all commissioned officers. But I suppose they looked upon the 
garriaon of Chattanooga as prisoners of war, feeding or slarviag themselves, and 
thought it would be inhuman to kill any of them except in self-defense. 

That night I issued orders for opening the route to Bridgeport — "a Cracker line," 

Sialics — Grant's] as the soldiers appropriately called it. They had been so long on 
ort rations that my first thought was the eetablishmait of a line over which food migid 
reach them. 

To any person who knew of the war, only that which ie to be learned from these 
Memoirs, the single conclusion drawn from the foregoing extract would be that the 
morning after Grant's arrival at Chattanooga, without hint from any person, he 
had taken the general commanding the Army of the Cumberland and his chief engi- 
neer directly to the proper point, shown it to them, and returned to write out the 
order for the openii^ of tlic "Cracker line." 

Now, a glance at Dana's dispatch of the 23d of October, before Gr(mt'» arrival, will 
show that Thomaa had given orders with reference to a movement of Hooker's troops 
in connection with a bridge into Lookout Valley, while his dispatch of the 24th stales 
that Grant, having arrived the night before, was going to look at an important point 
discovered before his arrival; gives a synopsis of the plan to be carried out, and says 
"themovement will probably take place within three days." Thomas, in his report, 
says: 

* * • The force to throw the bridge was orapnized by Saturday, the 24th, and 
the boats and bridge completed, giving General Smith two days to examine the 
ground with the 2 brigade commanders and to give all the necessary detailed 
instructions to insure success.' General Hooker reported on the 26th that he would 
be ready to move on the 27th at daylight. 

2. Gen. William S. Rogeeram. — General Eoeecrana, in the North American Beview 
for December, 1885, put forward a apecific claim, in much detail as to statements, 

' Thia was the day on which General Grant says he iwik Thomas mid myself to 
see Brown's Ferry, and according to Thomaa my preparations were then all made 
and I was waiting for Hooker. 



but without any Ltirroboralive evidence, except the tact that he had ieeued orders 
which were of record, for Hooker 1o be ready to move his troops aeroea the Tennes- 
see Eiver at Bridgeport 

Generals Boynton and Turchin, in their respective higtories of the campaign and 
battle of Ciiickamauga, have made the same claim (or General Boeecrane, giving no 
evidence whatever, and on being interrogated as to their authority (or the aaBertion, 
have given General Boeecrana's verbal atatementa, and hie paper to which reference 
has been made above- 

Thie account of General Roeecrane ie, then, the only one with which I have to deal, 
and as tliat will require reference to many extracts of official papers, I shall put 
thote Tt/erenees into an appendix and give in the body of theae pages only my own 
personal history of the matter, so far as I have ever known it 

I arrived at Chattanooga on the 29th or 30th of September, and was, contrary to 
nay own deaires, appointedchief engineer to the Army of the Cumberland. The order 
waa pnbliahed on the 3d of October, On tbe reorganization of the army a general 
order Was publiahed on the 10th of October, an extract from which ia given to ahow 
what my duties were as chief engineer; 

OcroBBB 10. 

II. Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith, being the senior officer of his corps in this depart- 
ment, ii announced aa chief engineer. All troops on engineer duty and ail engtaeer- 
ing operations wUl be urofer kUprofetdonal conlrof. 

The duty of laying out and pushingon tbe defensive works and keeping the bridges 
op took all my time, and I never volunteered aJiy advice as to any movements, nor 
was I ever asked to give any opinions; ao that there was never any conversation 
between General Eosecrana and myaelf as to any plan for retaking poeseaaion of the 
short line of communication between Chattanooga and Bridgeport, the actual terminus 
of railroad facilitiea. I saw (as I suppose did all others of tbe army) the order for 
Hooker to concentrate his troope ao as to be ready to move promptly from Bridge- 
port, but no hint in any way, shape, or manner was ever conveyed to me that the 
en^neer department of the staff would have anything to do in connection with any 
movement of Hooker's command. I conid only suppose that Hooker would be 
ordered to make a move in the direction of the Raccoon Mountain passes, which it 
was probably supposed by Roaecrans would relieve the terrible strain then on the 
army. I could not aupEose that Hooker would move into Lookout Valley without 
some preparation being made for a connection with the troops at Chattanooga, for 
that would be to court hia destruction while the Chattanoi^a troops were powerless 
to help, and yet, aa no word waa said to me about bridges, I concluded that some plan 
was in the mind of General Bosecrans which I could not fathom, and which he was 
keeping to himself, although not usually a secretive man. The condition of affairs, 
however, was getting ao that work on fortifications aeemed useless, as in a few days 
there would be nothing to put into them but guns and atarving aoldiers. 

This, of course, gave to me, as I suppose to all involved, much serious thought 
From the hills on which I was at work I looked on the river and the northern end 
of Baccoon Mountain daily, and it finally occurred to me that if we could seize the 
end of that mountain resting on the river, and if Hooker at the aame time could 
occupy and hold the pasaes, we could make a depot for aupplies on Williama Island, 
and from there Bupply the army at Chattanooga by wagons over a road not more than 
5 miles in length, which would be practically reopening the river and saving the army 
from the fate that seemed closely impending. 

So impressed was I with this idea that on the afternoon of the 18th of October I 
went to General Bosecrans and told him that I desired on the following day to recon- 
noiter down the river to see if a tooting could not be gained which could be held and 
thus perhapa give ua relief. General Bosecrans said, "Go by all means, and I w>'' 
go with you." In my official report of operations afterwards (from courtesy) Im 
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tioaed that m mi order frotn General Boeecraiu. We Btarted ettflf and our road led 
UB by the hoepital, into whidt Somctuu mH be moat go for a few minutes. 

I waited for half an hour, and Mr. Dana, Aamstant Secretai? <A War, cooiingaloiig 
on his way to Bridgeport, I joined him, saying I had a hard day's work ahead of 
me and could not wait longer. I saw no more of Bosecrans until evening, aod then 
be was no longer ui command of the Anny (d the Cumberland. I parted from Mr. 
Dana at the foot of Waldens Ridge and went south to the river, going up along th« 
bank, making careful inspection of the oppoeile shorea for a favorable poeilion iot 
the purpose desired. I had pssaed above Kaccoon Mountain and the head of Wil- 
liams Island, and gave up all hope, having found nothing which could be made usefal 
in the way proposed. As I was about to turn my horee'e bead toward Chattanooga 
I caught sight of a batt«ry behind an earthwork and rode into the works to ask the 
purpose of that position. 

The captain said the batt^y woe there to guard the paeeage of Ibe river at Browu 
Ferry, and standing with bim 1 could see the road leading down through tbe gotga 
opposite. I was sttmcted hy the topogr^hy of the opposite shore, and, leMniog 
from tbe captain that the pickets did not flie on each other, I went down to the 
water's edge and spent the time until dark in looking at tbe hills and eetimatang tbe 
distance to the smoke of the picket reserves. Givai a Bucceeeful surprise, and the 
remainder of the problem was simple. On returning to Chattanooga I learned that 
General Bosecrans had been relieved, and I said no word to bim of my work that day. 

The followii^ mominK I went to report to General Thomas, and tbe first order he 
gave me was to throw another bridge, there being then but one, acroee the river west 
of the town. I then said, "I have only so many boats, which will be want«d else- 
where, if you approve a plan I have to explain to you," and I told him what I had 
found the day before in my reconnoissance. 

General Thomas held it under consideration for a few hours, and then told me 
of objections made to it by some persons unmentioned. I answered the objec- 
tions, and was then told to go on and make the necessary preparations. Tbe only 
point after this about which his advisere made difficulty was the time of starting 
Hooker's command. I insisted upon making tbe effort at Browns Ferry the morning 
that Hooker left Bridgeport, urging that if he b^an his march a day before I made 
my attempt Lookout Valley would be filled with Bra^s troops, and that I should 
faU. The ailment at once satisfied General Thomas, and it was the last we ever 
had. General Grant arrived on the night of tbe 23d. Of course bis approval 
became neceasary, and on the 24th he visited the place and at once gave bis consent 
to carrying out the plan. He took with him a large staff and all went down to the 
river bank. I was in mortal fear leet the unwonted appearance of such a party 
should cause suspicions of some intended movement and a closer guarding of the 
terry and valley. The official reports of Generals Turchin and Haaen and Colonel 
Stanley gave in detail the account of the affair, and reference is made to them. 

October 27, 1863—3.30 p. m. 
General Bbtnolds: 

This place can not be carried now. I (dutli come into headquarters unless the 
General moves. A reg^ent has just gone up the mountain and all is quiet, bo I 
suppose the sbarpeboolere have left tbe Suck. 

Smith, Bngadier-Generol. 

I wish to acknowledge here that in tbe hurry and ptem of matters at the time of 
making my report I did not give sufficient credit to the individual efforts which 
aided me in carrying out tbe details of the affair at Browns Ferry. Without the 
zealous and efficient labors of Captain Fox, who commanded a battalion of the regi- 
ment of Michigan engineers, the bridge could not have been made or thrown, 
Without the untiring enei^y and Intelligence of my confidential aid and assistanli 
Capt. Preston C. F. West, some details necessary to success would have been lacking. 
Either of the officers away, the whole affair might have been a failure. 



AFPEKDIX TO AOOOUNT or UATTOKS QW SSOWm FKBRT. 

OCTOBEB 27, 1S63. 
t^e analysiB of the official pApera bearing upoD the claim of General BoHecrans to 
the plan for the recaptore of the short line of communication between Bridgeport 
and Chattanooga is givMi m wa tqtpeodiz, to ckftr a konit and perh&pa tiresome dis- 
cussion from the body o{ the accotmt, and leave optional to the reader to read or to 
omit. Every extract following is taken from the Official Record of the RebetticHi, 
cxcei^. wbeie other aothority is given. 

Rosecrana, In opposition to earnest advice, gave up Lookont Mountain on the 24th 
of September, 1S63. The act was deliberate and efiect known, as is seen by the 
tollowii^ order! 

Hkadqcabtebs Dbpartmxnt or the Cithberland, 

ChaOawoga, Septembtr ti, ISSS. 
lieut. Co). A. C. Bvoat: 

The general commanding directs you to ptoeetA immediately to make a caicAil 
survey of the moet praclicaole route for a wa^on road from this place to Jasper, on 
the rigbt, of ttw Tesoewee RWfr- ii<M is view tlte loealion of a road that can be 
mad« mo«t expedjtioualy wxd wlrl be tafe from the enemjfi arUtttry from the other fide 
of the river. • • • 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 



The «xpectaticHi was tlutt th« MMSsy woaM occnpy the coBBtry from Lookout t4> 

Bridgeport 

CbattAkwiqa. Twh., Sejttoaiier M4, iasS—»p.in. 

(Received 4.25 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hallbck, 

• * " ThecrMt p^t ietohave troops at ^IwieiMoii and Bridgeport, lo secure thote 
point* and the rauroad. We can hold this point if we can keep up a ' '' 



The dispatch to Halleck of 2 p. m. of the 24tb of B^)tember, taken in counectiMi 
with the order to CoJonel Ducat of the same day.seemiagly indicabw that Boseeraas 
expected, by holding the railroad from Nashville to the Tennessee River, to use the 
mountain read »n. the right bmk of tte river aad to find that sufficient for giving 
him snppliee. September 27, three days after the short line had been given up by 
the withdrawal from Lookout Mountain, Gienerat Meigs, who hai} served for years 
in the Engineer Corps, to which Roeecrans belonged, and who might be supposed to 
be in the httter's confidence so far as hopes and plans were concerned, telegraphs to 
the Secretary of War as follows: 

* • • When the troops understood to be t 
Rosecrans eipectfl to recover command of the rivei 
be accumulated by water. * • • 

Boeeerans had then some plan for recovering the etmtrol ol the river, as to whether 
vague or well defined there is at presMit no clew. 

Cbattanoooa, SepUmber SS, 1S6S, 
Brig. Gen. 3. 8t. C. Mobton, Chief Enffineer. 

OvNrauL; The general commanding directs you to hurry forward the work of 
sendii^ tanber for the ptnitooB bridge. Yon need not send any more timber for 
migazmee at prearat. ^ * « 

From the for«^ing it will be seen that on the following day he writes to hurrv 
forward lumber tor a pontoon bridge. As the bridge at Chattanooga was on trest'- 
and liable to be carried away on a rise of the river, this order must have been 
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with a view to a pontoon brii^ at Chattanooga. The next dispatch, of the 29th, to 
Col. Thomas A. Scott, looks to a concentration at Bridgeport, perhape to protect the 
tenoinuB of the niln>ad and ' ' secure bis command ' ' in that way ; perhaps for aggiee- 
sive purposes and to recover territory. 

HKjUmiuabtbbs Dbpabtmbnt or tbb Cumberland, 

Chattanooga, Septentber W, 18GS. 
Thokas a. Scott : 

Your dispatch received. All the eastern troops must concentrate at Brit^eport 
with all possible dispatch. Every effort and will must be bent to this. Please 
report progress frequently. Tfe wffl luatd lo secure our command [there?] 

The order to Hooker on the 30tb, with reference to tools, would seem to have ref- 
erence only to making and repturing roadways, and not to intrenchments, as they 
are required only by reason of the "nature of the country," and yet the roads from 
Bridgeport into Lookout Valley did not require such extia precautionB. Perhape an 
approach to a bridge was in contemplation. 

HbADQUAHTKBB DbpARTMSNT Of THB GUHBBRLAHD, 

Chattanooga, September SO, 186S. 
Maj. Gen. Joseph Hookbb, 

Commmidmg Corps. 
The general commanding directs you to furnish your command with the toola 
allowea it by the War Deptotment and an extra wagonload of tools to each 'division. 
The luiiure of coanlry throughwhieh ytm are to operotereTuirM that special care be taken 
in this matter. • • • 

The following dispatch is the first indicating clearly a purpose in the concentration 
at Bridgeport: 

HBADtttABTBHS DePABTMSNT OP TBB CuHBEBLAND, 

Chattanooga, September SO, 1863. 
Colonel HoBGBS: 

Your dis^tch of 10 this morning received. The troops coming in vnll operate on 
the iootout KoUej line unlet* eaUed northward. • • • 

There was a fear lest Bragg should cross the river above Chattanooga. On the 
30th, however, Wheeler began his celebrated raid, which kept everything west of 
the Tennessee River in a most excit«d and busy state for several days. 



Maj. Gen. G. Gramors: 

He ma^ be needed very soon, as General Crook has been fighting to-day to resist 
the crossing of a rebel force at Washington. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. Gasfibu), 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 

The followii^ order of October 1 lo Hooker was sent before Wheeler's operation 
was fairly developed, but is specific to the effect that one bridge was to be thrown at 
Bridgeport to replace the trestle bridge there, and the remaining boats held ready lo 
be sent up the river, as the same change was required there, viz, the replacing of a 
trestle bridge by one of boats. The last sentence shows a definite plan to operate 
with Hooker's command somewhere on the east side of the river from Bridgeport. 
Up to this time, however, there is not a line to indicate any intended cooperation 
required on the part of General Morton, chief engineer of the army and commander 
of the Honeer Brigade of the army, and surely from him was required time to mature 
bis arrangements and collect his "material." 
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HKAIKIOABTBRB DEPABTHBNT of the CuKBBBLAlfD, 

Chattanooga, October 1, 1S6S. 
maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker: 

The major-general coQunaading direcis you to select from the pontoons and lumber 
at Bridgeport sufficient materiaJB for one bridge at that place composed wholly of 
pontoons. The renmining boats will be held in readiness for shipment up the river. 
!Make provision lot saving the lumber of the trestle bridge there in case the river 
rises. PiU dmon a pontoonbridge and maieimmediate preparation for eromngy out com- 
mand at that point. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. Garfield, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of ^aff. 

So early as October 2 came the necessity tor leasening the ilaily food of the Boldiers, 
aa ia shown by the following order: 

HEADaUARTBRS BbPARTMBNT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 

ChaOanooga, Ochiber S, I86S, 
Maj. Gen. GieoBOB H, Thomas: 

The. m^or-gencral commanding directs that until further orders only two-thirds 
rations will m issued to your command, and when you consider it sufficient, only 
one-half rations. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Wm, McMichabl. 
Major and Aesidanl AdjuianirOeneral. 

(Some U> Major-General McCook, Major-GicDeral Crittenden, and Major-General 
Granger.) 

Nashville, October S, 1863—9 p. m. 
General Gartield, ChaOanooga: 

General Hooker requests that maps of the country in which he is to operate ma^ 
be sent to him at Stevenson; also instructions as to the portion of the railroad hie 
command is to guard. 

J. Bates Dickson, 

Amtl<aU At^ulant-Oeneral. 

Headquartbrs Department op the CnusBBLAND, 

ChaOanooga, Tenn., October S, 186.1. 
Capt. William E. Hebbill; 

The general couimandii^ directs you to forward by courier at once a complete set 
of maps to General Hooker at Bridgeport, and make provision for supplying ais divi- 
sion commanders as soon as they arrive. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. Garftbld, 
Brigadier-Genavl teud Chief of iSKo^. 

After the publicatJou of the following order I might be supposed to know some- 
tJiing of the operations of the en^neer department with the Army of the Cumberland. 

Special Field Orders, \ 
No. 263. / 



Wheeler's raid had caused orders to be given to Hooker seemingly in conflict with 
tlie order of October 1, and the following orders are explanatory of the sitoation: 

HBADQrARTBBS DEPARTMENT OF THE OuMBBBLAND, 

Chattanooga, October 4, X86S—11 a. m. 
Major-Geaeral Hooebb, Stevenson; 

Your dispatches of yesterday are received. The general commanding does not 
desire you to draw your forces back from Bridgeport. Put the pontoon bridge in 
order, so as to be ready tor crossing the river. Maps have been ordered sent yr 
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Hdobs. DBFAKmm op the Cchbebland, 

Chatianooga, October 4, lS6S—S.S0p. m. 
MajoT-Gcnerol Hooker, Sleveruon: 

Your digpatch and General Butterfield'eof 11 a. m. to-day are received. It was the 
iDteation ot the general commanding to put your foroeai;roHH the river at Bridgeport 
ae soon aa you were supplied with ^d transportation, and the dispatch of October 1 
was written with that m view. Since then the bulk of tlie enemy's cavalry has 
crossed the river and is now rapidly approachinK the line o{ railroad uetweeo Bridge- 
port and Nashville. The general commanding directs you to take the neoewary gtSfe 
to protect the railroad and at the Hune time powi iorwanl tha pn^Mirationa tor croesing 
the river as soon as the situation will warrant it. * * * 

The general commanding hopee that the enemy's cavalry will soon be destroyed 
and that he may be able to bring your whole command forward to this side of the 
river. I have just sent you a set of maps. I hope bood t» aupptj' your officers. 

J. A. Gakhh^ 
Sri^idiet-Ckneral <md (Mi^ of Staff. 

TBB BSIDQH WAS TO BB COHUENCBD OK T^B ^fO- 

Stbvbnson, Odoher 4, JWM — fl,.*9p. m. 
Brigadier-General Gabpikld, 

Chief of Staf, ChaUanooga: 
Major-General Howard will build the brid^ at Bnd^port to-morrow morning, as 
ordci^ in dispatch of October 1. The opposite shore is not occupied. 

Joseph Hookee, 
Mo^-Qenert^ (hmmandiDg. 

OstATTANooGA, Octobgr 4, JSSS. 

En^neera are now engaged upon the jmntoon bridge across the Tennessee at moulA 
of Loohnit Greet. Nothmg done yet on interior fort£BcstJons hwe, without which a 
very large garrison is necessary. 

[C. A. IXuiA.} 
[Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War.] 

Compare with dispatch of BosecrauB of October 18. 

The above dispatch is specific, showing that to Mr. Dana were made known all the 
plans that passed through the fertile brain of General Bg^^cmBS. From a dispalch 
from General JJeigs to the Secreilary of Wary dated Qctoi^i' ^ S jk m., wiU be »een 
the real condition at Chattanooga at that tima. 



* * * The pontoon bridge will, I think, be completed early to-morrow. The 
rise in the river, which steadily iodeases, has rendered the other two bridges impas- 
sable. A ferry rope and flatboat, and a steamboat (the Paini Sock), captured and 
repaired, afford the means of crossing at present. The rivw i» about 1,000 feet wide, 
and is now deep enough for navigation at thia poi^t. The XfM, gws on Loi^avt 
Mountain, however, comiTwrnd the chanttd at its base. 

M. C. MmoA, 
QuaTtenaatier^Oaterai. 
To Sbcebtakt of Wab. 

Now, when Genera) BoseczaiiB was relieved (Octobec 13) t/bsK wa^ wi» pfiottMii 
bridge and a flying brii^ at Chattanooga, aud boats and flooring tor tmother had 
but just been completed, which on the morning qf the 20th I y/Aa prdered by General 
Thomas to lay at Chattanooga, as will be seen ttom my statement in the body of this 
paper, 

OCTOBBB 5, 1863—0 a. m, 

P. 8. — The courier has arrived with the package of maps. Your diqiatch of this 
date ju£t received. 
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Genera] Hooker woe ordered to put down one pontoon bri<i^ at Bridgeport, and 
hold the reniiaiiiing boata and nuiterJal ready to aend up the river. On October 5 he 
reports: ■ ■ * "On learning there wei« pontoons sufficient to complete two 
bridges, I directed their use for that purpoee, in place of treetlea, which seem too 
inaecnre for reliance at this season. Bridges will be completed over both streams 
to-morrow." Later, October 8, 10 a. m., • • • "AH of the Infimtiy and two 
battles of the Eleveotli Corps are at Bridgeport. As at present advised, but one 
pontoon brii^e will bo thrown across the river at that point." • • • 

If the remaining boats were wanted for a bridge from Chattanooga to Lookoat 
Valley, it would have taken a tnin a week to tiwaport them, and every wagon wtw 
needed for rations. 

If General Hooker at that tJDM had been informed of the vital importance of a 
brii^ Bcrosa the Tenneeeee River in conntctum iniih hit mone on Lookout VolUy, it is 
not at all probable that he woold have thought of disobeying his orders and directed 
the laying of a second bridge at Bridgeport. On the Ist of October Hooker was 
ordered to make imnttdiate preponlion for oroenng the river, holding all boats except 
for the one bridge in readiness to be sent up the river. No order was ever given to 
ship the Buperfluoue boats, aad it is safe to taifer that the Eagiiteer Deptatmettl bad 
neov Iteeit informed of can/ pian looking to the bridge inio Lookmd Valley, and yet on the 
4th Mr. Dana says the engineers were then engsiged on such a bridge, of course at 
Chattanooga. 

A ferryboat (an old scow) had been used between Lookout Creek and Moccasin 
Point, wttidi had been captured by the enemy and recaptured. The mouth of 
Ixiokont Creek and Moccasin Point were covered by the artillery of the enemy, and 
nobridgeoMildhavebeentttrowathMQunWi/ooiou/irQunfatnwasin our poseession. 

On October 9 the raid was over, and Hooker's troops, ordered Ootaber 1 to mde 
immediate preparation for evQwing tb« river, oovkl than ittov« vUfaottt leftviug aline 
of commnnieation in danger behind them. 

Nasbvillb, October 9, 1S6S— 10.10 a. m. 



Wm. p. Innes, 
Colonel ai^ MUitary Supermti:ndetit. 

In place, howevw, ot a MmoentratlMi of Hooker's tnx^, Hooker was ordered to 
relieve General Morgan, commanding Second Division Reserve Corps,, from tiui^ on (Ac 
railroad, and tin loUer wu ordered to concentrate at Andertone Oroteroads to protect tramt 
ther*. If BoseciaBS opened the^iort line the road over the mountains would become 
useless immediately. Therefore at this date the I^oveIneut by Hooker was not 
imminent 

The followii^ order is given merely to show that I should have had knowledge of 
what was going on in the way ot making' maps fey the En^neer Department: 

Circular.] HdOBS. I^O-AltTKUn OF TBI CCMBBKLAKD, 

Oudlanooga, Tenn-, OcbAer 9, l^S. 

Corps commaoden will cfttiee the divuitHi topographical engineere to report forth- 
with what thejf have done in ful:fillment oi orders from these headquarters and to 
show them their work, and aiteiwarda to fwward what they have at once to Briga- 
di^-Genaral Smitli, ehM en^pneer, at tbeee headquartersL They will also report th^ 
work daily ta t(moffnf>M<^ d{«ari,m»at. Officers failing to eomply with this or the 
stsBcUng order oi ue topograpnical departawBl witlioHt satisfaetorj^ leaeoos will be 
arrested and tried for disobedience of ordeie. 

By eommand of Major-JSi^ral Boeecrana: 

C. GODDARD, 

AmgUad Adjutant-Qenera 



On the 10th Hooker was directed to order a corduroy road loealed nnd made from 
Bridgeport to Battle Creek (all useless if the short line wereopeneil), and with eped- 
ficationa for a very durable road which would require days of labor to complete. 

HBADaVAHTBBB OF THB DBPARTUBNT OF THE Cl'MBBRLAND, 

Chattanooga, October 10. 1863. 
Major-Gener&l Hookeb, ^evtnion; 

Please direct General Howard to put troope under an able officer to locate and 
make a corduroy and repair two wagon roads from Bridgeport to Battle Creek — one 
for going and tne other for retumi^ trains. Oue should De undertaken and com- 

1)letc(l tefore the other is begun. The corduroy should be of the most permanent 
:ind — three heavy stringere or aleepere, then the cross pieces or corduroy of Ic^, not 
lees than 8 or 10 inchee in diameter, tied at proper distances by forks. 

W. S. BOSBCKANS, Major-General. 

The trains coming down into the valley of the Tennessee from Jasper were inter- 
fered with on the 11th of October and a force was sent to drive away the enemy. 

Wau>rns Ridob, October 11, 1863^11.50 a. m. 
Captain Mrrkill: 
The train is forced to stop. They have killed a large number of our mules. 

Bbbkv, Acting Sigrud Officer. 

UBADQUABTBits, October 11, 186S—1.0S p. m. 
Lieutenant Bbbby: 
Where is the train stopped? 

Mbsrill, Captain, etc. 

Waldbnb Ridoe, October 11, 1863— 1.30 p. m. 
Captain Mbbbill: 
Train stopped in the road at Big Suck. Firing continues. 

Lieutenant and Acting Sigiiiil Officer. 

HBADOOASrEBS FoUBTfi AsHY CoHFS, 

Chattanooga, linn., October 11, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. Jahxb B. Steeduah. 

General: The general commanding directB yoo to send 250 picked sharpshooters 
and two pieces of artillery as quick aa poeaible down the Hale^ trace road to a point 
where the enemy are firing upon our train and endeavor to drive them away. Send 
them in charge of a good, reliable, discreet officer, and order him upon his arrival to 
report the condition of things there; the force of the enemy; whether they can be 
driven away; and if he can not drive them, the force that is necessary for that purpose. 
Very respectfuily, your obedient servant, 

J. 8. FULLKHTON, 

M<^ and Aititlant At^utant-Oeneral. 
a effectually 

HnoBS. ElOHTEENTH KENTUCKY VOLimTEBB IHPANTBV, 

Camp near WiUiame Iitand, October IS, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. T. A. Gabfibld, Cki^ of Staff. 

Geskral: I have the honor to report the Haley trace road cleared of dead animals 
and broken wagons.' The enemy in considerable force yet occupy the opposite bank 
of the river. The force under command of Major Shane, Ninety-eighth Ohio Vol- 
unteer Infantry, failed to dislodge them, theartillery (Napoleon guns) having proved 
ineffective, nor do I think guns of longer rai^e could be used with much aiivantage. 
Work upon the road is suspended, as for nearly 4 miles the men are exposed to the 
fire of sharpshooters. Trains passed over the new route up the mountiun yesterday. 
I am, very respectfully, 

HuBBAitD E. MlLWABD, 

lAeatenant-QAonel, Comnumding. 
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Retumiiig to the 11th of October we find that Genera] Morgan is ordered to put^ 
heavy force on the repair of the rood from Battle Creek to Jasper, which is heavy 
work over the long ro&d and uwtton if Rogecrans had a plan for opening the "thart tint" 
to Bridgeport. 

General Morgan has but just now been relieved to go to Andergotu Crou Koadt. 

Cbattanooga, October IS, 186S. 
Brig. Gen. J. D. Mokoan, 

Care Major-Gaieral Howard : 
Collect the men of the Third Ohio and Eighteenth Illinois Infantry, also any other 
reglmente or detachnienta not t>elon^ing to General Hooker's command, unite them 
to your coDimand, and proceed with the whole without delay to Battle Creek. 
Repair the road from Battle Creek to Jas]>er, and thence in the direction of Chatta- 
Do^a. Detail fatigne parties and employ citizensif youcantoadvanti^, and provide 
material for b. bridge over the Sequatchie River to replace the one burned. * * * 
J. A. Garfield, Brig. Gen., Chief of f^ff. 

A report ia here given to show the condition of the roads and animals: 

Hbadquartkbs UmTBD States Forces, 
Ander»mi» Oram RoadM, Tom., October IS, J863. 
AfisiaTANT Aixidtant-Genesal, 

H'dq'rg Dept. of the OanAerland, ChaUanooga, Tenn. 
Sib: I have the honor to report that the road up the mountain is in good order 
and being fast improved. I have relays of fatigue men at each, bend to Tifl wagimi. 
Am using all my tools in repairing rMidbed. I allow no trains to enter after 5 p. m., 
aa they can not get through after that time before dark, and have no proper 
camping place on tlie summit. Teams are alto exhausted at that hoar by their day's 

Moccasin Gap was on the line from Chattanooga to Browne Ferry and the river 
road to Jasper. Bn^, whose plan has been given heretofore, knew that it was vital 
to him to hold the "short line," which was really hk campoijm t^inst Rosecnms. 
If the following order had any effect, it would be to make Bragg pay increased atten- 
tion to his holding of Lookout Valley, and thus vastly increase the chances against 
Rosecrans's snccesB, either by a movement of Hooker or a movement on Lookout 
Valley, or both. " * • 

HSAUftlTABTEBH DSPARTMEMT OF the CUMSBRI-AND, 

Chattanooga, Term., October IS, 1883. 
Col. D. McCooK, 

Movih of the Chickanumga: 
I wish to send a party back toward Moccasin Gap to build some small fires, and 
some smoke, so concealed as to make an appearance of a strong reenforcement con- 
cealed, and keep up this camp till further orders. You understand the object. I 
confide in your intelligence to execute the order successfully. It must be near roads 
and water. 

W, S. BosBCBANS, Major-General. 

Now we come to some correspondence bearing upon the plan which Boeecrana 
seems lo have had in his mind. 

It must be kept in view that the plan which Thomas followed with success was to 
make no moneituM from Bridgeport until a foothold -woe secured in Lookout Vallei/, lest 
the movement from Bridgeport should^ Lookout Valley with hostile troops arid make 
the capture of the hiils at Browns Ferry impombU. The correspondence would seem 
to indicate no disposition to ent«r Lookout Valley, for the contemplated movements 
would, under ordinary circumstances, have at once caused the enemy to take steps 
to check Hooker; and yet Bosecrans specifies the object to posBess the river to 
Chattanooga. 
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HXADQrARTBRB DHrAJtTMRtT OP THE CfntmWSLAW, 

ChaUaiMOfa, Cktebtr la, 136S. 
HftioT-G«neral Hookbb, SUv^isim: 

Can you have a column of ooe division to move up to Shellmound and pueb an 
advance bri^e to Whiterides, to atart by daylight m the morning? Tka/ can late 
ten dayf ratwta in havertack and hiapiaek. Answer. Any news from cavsfryf 

W, 8. RoBECRANS, Sfajm^QeneraL 

Stevbnson, OcMer 19, 19eS~-7.4B p. tu. 
Major-General Rosscbans: 

I con do it, but only with Infanti^, I shoold prefer to have a battery to aecom- 
pany the column, bat as the borseB have but jual urived I doubt if they will be in 
readinees tliat early. Not a syllable from the cavalry to-day. 

Jwmrw HooKBR, 
M<^or-Otntral Commandiag. 

Hbadqcartbbs Bepabtkbnt op the Cumbebland, 

ChaUawoga, October IS, 186S. 
Major-General Hookeb, Saeeoton: 

I will delay the order till your batteries are ready. Hasten their preparation and 
report when ready. The object b to g^ poeeefiBion of the line of the river up to this 

W. 8. RosECBAKS, Miyor-OeneraL 

Boeecrans has now a new plan, which is to nuive a ^m»»n to Sh^bntnoid and puA 
an advance brigade to Whitesidee, half way to Chattanooga; be delays orders until 
batteries are ready, and directs Hooker to hasten pr^>arationB. Snch a move M 
Boeecrana proposed on the 12th, to send one divimm to Shellmound and one brigade 
from there to Whiteeidea, was the only one with a defiaite plan to carry out a defined 
purpose that the "Official Record" of the war gives. It was entirely in the direc- 
tion of what I supposed the order to Hooker of October 1, unaccompanieil by instruc- 
tions to the Engineer Department, and also unaccompanied by any inBtruction to 
troops to cover the landing of the engineers, foreehadowed. 

I have no disposition to claim any plan but that which was followed, which Boae- 
crana, when the article was written for the North American Review, did not seem to 
graap. It waa the little principle involved that gave to the plan any vitajity, and it 
would have been abandoned if Thomas had followed some advice given him and 
ordered Hooker to move ike day before Browna Ferry waa captnred. I think auch a 
plan, as well as that outlined by Rosecnneiu bis order referred to here, would have 
been a failure, attended with great loss of life and losn of all hope. 

The only chance of success lay in effecting a surprise to get our foothokd at Bn>wna 
Ferry, and that was only made poasihle by Iiongetreet's uttw ladiSMeDce, aa is 
shown by the reports. 

The following dispatch is ^ven because it was evidently deemed o/frito/importcmoe 
for Hooker's movements as well as those of Rosecrans. While that is not apparent, 
it may be positively stated that it was not neceeaory to the foSowed phtt for (be 
recapture of the "sb<wt hne."' 

HBADQtIAKTBfta DsPAKTMENT OF THE CuMBERLAMn, 

Chattanooga, October IS, 1S8S. 
Major-General HoOKBR, Slevm»on; 
* * * Puah Edwarda to hasten on the steamboat The prepaialiou of Aat it of 

primary imporUmce, both for your movemeaU and mint. 

W. S. RoBBCBAjis, MaQor-GeaeraL 

Now cornea the explanation by Mr. Dana to the Secretary of War as to Bosecrans'B 
plans aa developed thns far: 

OcroBEK li — 12 m. 

The necessity of openii^ the river being thus imperative^ General Rosecrans has 
ordered Hooker to concentrato bia troopa pre^aratorv to aeiziug the passes of Raccoon 
Mountain and occupying Shellmound, and, if pomble, Loohml VoiUy. If this can 
be done we shall greatly shorton our linea of wagon transportation. If we couM regain 

'lokoui Moimiain we cmdd u*e water all llw. imiy. • * * 



77 

Mr. Dana b Feportii^ to the Secretary of War what the hopea of holding Chatta- 
xicK^ are aa he leaitiB them tnym the lips 6i Boeecrans. He givee to the Secretary 
t.tae etatement that Roeecrana ptopoees that Hooker shall seize the paaeee of Raccoon 
JUcrantam and occupy BheUmoimd, and, if jxMmfcfe, LiMdsnd VaUey, adding, " If we 
oould otptnre Lookout Mmmktm toe eovid use vxUtr aU the vmy." The occupation of 
Shellmound did not solve the prohlem. The occupation of Lookout Valley and ihe 
passes did. But Boaecmna's intention is that Hooker shall capture Lootout ValUy 
■if poasihU, and only espreeeea, not a hope, hut a statement that the "capture of 
Lookovt MounUiin would give ub the river all the way." Thomas begim by capturing 
Jjookaal VaUe^, or rather making it untenable hy the enemy, and then he moved 
Hooker and gained the river to withia 2 j xnilea of Chattano<^, over which 2} miles 
a road of goM would have been cheap for the country. 

There is certainly not a line from Eoaecmns or Dana with reference to the proposed 
movement akin in any way to the plan by which Thomaa ancceeded, and yet we 
are at noon of Oaober 14- 

The following circular, from its tenor, would eeem to ahow that Rosecrane was not 
looking forward to retaking his short line, but to a system of fortifications .requirii^ 
but a portion of the army to hold the place while the remainder fell back to be 
nearer the base of supplies. For any aggremve movement there was no necea^ty 
for any audi stndn npon the nerves or enet^ of the men to complete the interior 
defenaea. 

CSrcnlar.] HixtRS. Dbpartment op the Ccmbbm.and, 

Chattanooga, October IS, 136S. 

The general commanding deairee to return his thanks to the officers and men of 
thia command for their assiduity and energy in finishing our exterior defenBive 
works to completion. 

He finda it neccaaarv to aak a continuation of that energy, aasiduit;^, and labor to 
cximplete the interior aefenses with all possible dispatch; ttie highest interests are at 
stske on their speedy completion. Let every nerve be strained and eveiy enerey 
taxed to elfect the object. ' The general conamanding confidently app«iJB to we 
conmianda on fatigue duty to expedite these essential labors. 

By command of Major-General Roaecians: 

C. GODDASD, 

lAeuienanlr Colonel and Amnnlaid Adpiiant-General. 

On the 14th of October, as appears from the following papers, General Bosecrans 
ordered the building of a railroad of 6 milea in length to siiorten the road over the 
mountiun, which wonld have taken certainly three weeks of time, while the army 
was absolutely atarving, and ai thai time four days would have captured the "short 
line" by Thomas's method, which wonld have rendered the additional railroad 
valueleaa. 

[First indoreemeDt,] 

HKADttUARTBRa ELEVENTH CoRPS, 

October H, 1S6S. 
Bespectfnlly forwarded. 

I don't know fuiw dependent the army ai ChaUtmooga i» upon the present line for gapply, 
hut I think the railroad might be extended so as to save wagon truisportation for at 
least 8 miles with very little expense. I forward the quartermaater'a report (or the 
general's information. 

0. 0. Howard, liajor-OeneraL 

{Beamd Indoneuent] 

October U, 1863. 
ReapectfoUy forwarded for the information and instroctionB thereon of the major- 
general commanding department 

JoBBFH HooEEB, Major-OentTtd. 

[Third IndoiB^uenC] 

The road to be b^un at once. 
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General Howard, at least, had never been informed of the condition of the army at 
Chattanouga or of any plan for the recovery of the short line, and yet he wae in the 
advance from Bridgeport and had built the bridge there. 

The difficulties are increasing on the road, and yet Genera] Roeecrans looks to the 
road over the mountain rather than to a capture of the "short line" by any plan yet 
devised by him. 

HsAIXtCARTBlta DbPARTHENT or THK CuMSBRLAtin, 

Chaitanoogn, Octobtr 14, 1863^10 p. m. 
Major-General Howard, Bridgeport: 

Rains will render a pontoon bridge necessary across the Sequatchie near Jasper. 
Please inquire at once if there be s^are pontomer force and wagons at your post to 
send to Battle Creek, haul the materials from thence, and, aided by General Morgan's 
men, put up the structure. Answer. 

W. S, BoSBCBANB, Maior-Genercd. 



Heai>qdartbrs Elbventh Corps, 

Odilher 15, 1863—1.16 a.m. 
Major-General Eoskcrans. 

Gghkral: Your dispatch received. Have ordered boats to proceed without delay 
by river, and wagons oy land, to Battle Creek, there to load. 

O. O. HowASD, Mtgor-General. 

Howard's efforts are given in the following report: 

Headquabtebs Eleventh Corps, 

October 16, 1863. 
Brigadier-General Gabpikld, Chief of Staff: 

The pontoons were taken to Battle Creek without difficulty by water, but the rwn- 
toun wi^na loaded with the planking took all day yesterday to get through. The 
Mi^kT rose 2 feet and more in the bottom, rendering abQut a mile of the road almost 
impassable. It has now subsided, and the trains are passing. I have put on as much 
force as 1 can work corduroying the road. The timber is very large, and must be 
cut and split into slabs. The boat was rescued from the high wat^ and raised on 
Uatboats, so that work now goes on without interruption. 

O. O. Howard, Major- GeneraL 
(Copy to General Hooker. ) 

On the same day Garfield, en route for Washii^ton with the repori; of the battle of 
Chickatnai^a, reports on the condition of a part of the short road from Jasper: 



[Maj. Gen. W. S. 1 

• • * I learned on the way that the rebels are clearing away the ground on the 
opposite aide of the river at the Narrows, to plant a battery. If they do this the 
ifaley road will be of no further use, day or night, till the peninsula is cleared of 
rebels. The creek just ahead of us was 6 feet deep last night when we arrived, but 
we can cross it now. I have directed Colonel Price to bridge it. It only needs a 
bridge 30 feet loi^, which can be made in a day. * • * 

The situation on the 16th at 12 m. is given by the following dispatch to the Secre- 
tary of War: 

Nothing can prevent the retreat of the army from this place within a fortnight, 
and with a vast loss of public property and possibly of life, except the opening of the 
river. General Hooker has been ordered to prepare for this, but Rosecrans thinks 
he can not move till his transportation arrives from Nashville, from which place it 
marched on the 8th. It should have been in Bridgeport on the 14th, but is not yet 
reported. The tel^raph between there and here is broken, however, and it now 
requires ten to twelve hours for couriers to make the distance. 

In the midst of all these difficulties General Rosecrans seems to be insensible to 
the impending danger, and dawdles with trifles in a manner which can scarcely be 
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imagined. Hai-ing completed hia report, which he ient off for WasfaiiiKton by Gen- 
eral Garfield yeeterdav, De ie now much occupied viUh the map nfthe baltle/wld and 
with the topoffi-aphy of the. cmmtn/ lielween here atid Bnmridf'K liniri' poyta. Most prob- 
ably the enemy conteniplatee croRJDg in that region, but we are no longer able to 
giiraue him, hardly to etrike a sudden blow at his flank before he shall have crushed 
umaide. Meanwhile, with plenty of zealous and energetic officers ready to do 
whatever can be done, all thie precious time is lost because our dazed and mazy com- 
mander can not perceive the catawtrophe that in close upon us nor Jii: hit mind upon 
the Tneang of preventing it. I never saw anything which seemed so lamentable and 
hopeless. 

A rebel officer last evening shouted to one of our pickets that Bragg had been 
relieved and either Johnston or Longstreet put in his place. 

Reports from our cavalry, which KoseiTamt will forward to-day, make the rebel 
loss in the recent raid 2,000 men and 5 ^ns. Thirty-eight men raptured ir our uni- 
form were summarily executed. Nothmg heard from firces of Sherman. 

[C. A. Dana.] 
Hon. E. M. SrANroN, 

[Secretary of War.'] 

On the same day, four hours later, the following report is made; 

CHATTANOoaA, OctobeT 16 — 4 P- in. 

I have just had a full conversation with General Rosecrans upon the situation. He 
says the poeseeeion of the river as far up as the head of Williams Island at least, is 
a gine qua wm, to the holding of Chattanooga, but that it is impossible for him to 
make auy movement towanl gaining such posBession until General Hooker's troops 
are concentrated and his transportation gets up. Hooker's troops are now scattered 
along the hne of the railroad and can not be got together before next Wednesday. 
The wagons must all have arrived by that time, and if the enemy does not inlerfere 
sooner, the movement upon Raccoon Mountain and Lookout Valley may then be 
attempted. Eomcraim, however, expetU that at toon at the weather mU allow ilie enemy 
tfriUcross the river in force on our left, and then it will be necessary for us to flght a 
battle or else to retreat from here and attempt to bold the line of the Cumberland 
Mountains. • * « 

It will be seen from Uie forgoing dispatch that Rosecrans had face<l the possihility 
of being obliged to hold the line of the Cumberland Mountains, i. e., to give up 
Chattanooga. Now, on the 16th of October Rosecrans could not have retreated 
over Waldens Bldge, nor could he have moved far to flght a battle outside of his 
lines. His men were too weak for a lengthened march and a battle. He had no horses 
for his artillery nor draft animals of any kind tor his ammunition. Under the idea 
of a crossing by Bragg to the northward, which idea Bragg repudiates, the only pos- 
able way for Rosecrana to get the short line of march to head Bra^ off was by 
Bridgeport, to turn the south flank of the Great Cumberland Plateau, This required 
the reopening of tbe "short line," which, from the account of Mr. Dana, was not in 
the thoughts of General Rosecrans. 

On the same day, one and one-half hours after Mr, Dana's report, Rosecrans utters 
thefoUowingwail toHalleck, in which thereisno hope of a reopening of tbe "short 
line" nor any outlook of promise within the limits of human probability. When 
the dispatch of 5.30 of the 16th of October was sent there was in Rosecrans'a mind no 
plim for opening tbe "short line" to Bri<^port: 

The enemy will probably operate on our left flank, either to cross the river and 
force us to quit this place and fight them or lose our communications. They will 
thus separate us from Bumside. We can riot feed Hooter's troops on our right, nor can 
IBS spare them eubsiglence from our left depots and communications, nor kas he trantporta- 
(ton to move. The rains have raised the river and interrupted our pontoon bnjiges. 
The roads are very heavy. Our future is not bright. Had we the railroad from here 
to Bridgeport, and the whole of Sherman's and Hooker's troops brought up, v!e 
should not probably outnumber the enemy. This army, with its back to barren moun- 
tains, roads narrow and difficult, while the enemy has tbe railroad and the com in 
his rear, is at much disadvant^e. To secure this position, at least McMinnville 
should be made a strong fortified depot, Kingston the same, and for ulterior opera- 
tions twenty thousand or more troops put in Tenneesee at easy points to cover the 
railroad and subsist until called to the front. 
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Heigi'B idfMi at 8 p. m. of that data are given aa follows: 

IjOVISVUJX, October 16, laeS—Sp. m. 

(Reoeived 9 a. m., 17th.) 
Hon. E. M. Stanton: 

* " * The rebel cavalrv, Oeneral Hooker informed me at Steveneon, hud been 
attacked a second time and dupersed into small parties. It this be m, the Twelfth 
Corps can be called forward by General Eosecrana. It appears to me of vital impor- 
tance that he get pomeMion of^tfae river, at least as far as the reliel batteries oti Look- 
out Mountain will permit him to use itr—that ig, oilier to 6 or 6 miles of Chattaiwoga — 
to TejHUr the Toads over Waldens Ridge, so le to make it possible to throw full 
supplies of rations and foriy^ into Chattanooga by wagon trains. Jt wiS rrqnire mweft 
wore and more time Ikan I har win be spared. This labor must be performed by the 
troops. The roads from Bridgeport to Battle Creek will, after the rains, be aunost 
impassable. It was very bad when I came through. I will Bend forward tools, and 
urge upon the generals commanding the importance of straining every nerve upon 
this work. The troops must do the work. 

M. C. Hbkm, ^tiarOrmatUr-GeneroL 

General Meigs at the same time, October 16, 8 p. m., took the responsibility of 
going over the head of Roaecrans and tel^^aphing to General Hooker, not with refer- 
«ice to securing any "short line," the plan for which he woilld have known had it 
then been developed in Bosecrans's mind, but for the making of the ronte by Jasper 

practicable for the supply of enough of rations to maintain a starving army. The 
dispatch would leave the inference that help must come from the anbordinates. 

Major-General Hookbb: 

It is of the utmost importance that a corduroy road be made to beyond Battle 
Creek in direction of Jasper, with a good bridge over Battle Creek. Twenty-five 
hundred each of picks, s^des, and axes went to Stevenson a week ago, yet General 
Howard had, when I saw him, tools only for 300 men. Please send them forward. 
I have ordered more tools to be sent from Nashville. I think the road should be so 
located that a covered way or epaulement may be thrown up to protect it from the 
enemy a<;fosB the Tennessee where It ia near the river. A large body ot troope, with 
tools for both earth and rock work, oiif^t to be set to work immediately on the ascent 
and descent ot Waldens Ridge. This is ewential to supplying the army by that 
route. As the road is, after these rains, the suppiy over it will be impossihle. Forage 
de_potsand posts to rest and feed mulesshoula be established at the base of the moun- 
tain on each side. Teams too weak to climb the moimtain could haul forage to these 
points. I shall work here to-morrow and then return to Nashville, and will prob- 
ably be in Stevenson in a few days. If the rebel cavalry is dispersed, can you not 
call forward the Twelfth Corps? 

M. C. Meios, Qaariermagter-Gfneral, 

General Garfield givea a picture ot the road near Battle Creek on his trip to Steven- 
son in the following dispatehea : 

HBADQUADTratS UNITED StATBS FoRCBB, 

BatOe Creek, Tenn., October 17, J86S—9.S0 a.m. 
[Gieneral Rosecrans.] 

My Dbab General: Have just arrived here. Encamped last night on the other 
side of the Little Sequatchie, which was too high to be forded till this morning. We 
came over with the ambulance at 6 o'clock. Trains are waitit^ on both sides of the 
crossing. Empty trtuns can croM now; loaded ones by 2 p. m. We passed three 
empty trains, of 100 wagons in all, since we left Andersons, tuid met the same nomr 
her of trains, in all 175 wagons, loaded with forage and rations. 

The pontoon bridge across the fiequatchie at Jasper will be done by noon to-day. 
There is a good pontoon bridge across Battle Creek here. General Moigan is doing 
aa well on the road as he can with his scant supply of tools. He has failed to get 
them either from Bridgeport or Stevenson and has sent to Nashville. The trains tm 
the road are being push^ forward with etiersy. I think yon will make a decided 

_.-_ 1 ._Li.-_i.: i__j- ._,.- — '— '^'-1 animals on Walnems Ridge, undercharge 

. ^ 'olunteera. Every train miwt htJt there 

long enough for one feed and half the traina must stoptthere over night By leaving 
forage there it will save hauling it to Chattanooga and back. Th«n is no fon^ M, 
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Another temponry forage depot eomewhere in Sequatchie 
' ' 'BODfl and Jasper — anil another here ' ' 
itlhe mountain had nothing to eai and « 



Very truly, yoow, 



Stovbnbon, October 17, 186S—8 p. m. 



Major-Geaeral Robbcranb: 

I reachedBrid^portatlp.m., called on General Howard, and found a large detach- 
ment of his men at work cotduroying the road to Battle Creek. I met Mr. Stanton, 
who has made careful examination of the grading between Bridgeport and Jasper. 
He Bays there are nearly tiea enough for the track, and with a aufficient force properly 
distributed he caa complete a tramway in five or six days. 1 am satiefled it will be 
of great service to compete it at once. 

r called on Captains Edwards and Dadle_y. The Bteamboat will be finished nest 
week. The railroad bridge at Bridgeport is eetlJng on wdl. Two spans are up and 
the trestles nearly all up. The rest of the bridge, I should think, could be completed 
in one week. • * • 

From these it would appear that so late aa October 17 at 1 p. m. (jeneral Howard 
was at work on the route by Jasper and there was no hint of any movement by 
Bridgeport across the Tenneeeee. 

On the ITth of October Eoeecrans has ordered a work began on the "long haul," 
the execution of which would have outlasted the tUi'^g qualities of the Army of the 
Cumberland. 

HKAnqUABiaBB Depahtubmt of thb Cctkbebi-ahd, 

Chattanooga, October 17, 18SS. 
Col. W. P. Insbs, NrnhviOe: 

The general commanding has determined to put the railroad from Bridgeport to 
Jasper, 12 miles, in running order. The road is graded for that distance, and General 
Hooker has been directed to put it in order ana have the ties cut, commencing at 
Bridgeport end. The general directs you to provide track and track layers as soon 
as G^eral Hooker is ready for them and pi^ the road to completion as soon as 
possible. 

There is a bridge to be built at Battle Creek and a small one, some 30 feet long, 
between there and Bridgeport. Communicate with Greneral Hooker in regard to the 
road and give him every assistance in your power. 

C. GoDDARD, 

AmOant AdjutantrOmeral. 

HxAlKtUAaTEBS DeFAKTUBNT op the CtlUBBRLAND, 

Chattanooga, October 17, 186S—10 p. m. 
Major-General Hooekb: 

If the enemy should attempt to cross the Tennessee in force above us, it will be 
necessary for your command to come up. The general commanding directs voa to 
make such preliminary preparatious as will enable you to move promptlj; and effec- 
tually. To this end the Twelfth Corps ought to be as far down as is consistent with 
the protection of the exposed points of the nulroad. The presence of our cavalry in 
the direction of Athens, as directed in the order to Genem Mitchell sent to your 
■e uB against heavy raids in the direction of the lower valley oi the 



Your artillery will not be indiepeneable, mnce we have 16 raerve batteries which 
■we can not ke^ equipped for want of horse feed. The horses will be sent up the valley 
soon if we do not get forwe. 

If Sherman comes in fiom Hnntsville, the general commanding will be able to 
concentrate and move yoor entire streugth at once, according to circumstances. We 
must have the river, and that soon. He desires vou to send scouts to obtain news 
from Sherman and to direct General Crook to do so also. Generals Mitchell and 
Crook must keep open communication with you and carry out the orders for foraging. 
The general commanding desires careful estimates of the available fon^ in wo 
country where they are. 

I am, General, very respectfully, C. Goddakd, 



Roads horrid. Fora^ and animalB foiling. Great effurte makine to supply deficii 
ciea. Bnmared flghtiDK of Geoeral Bnmside'a command, 60 nmes oorut of Knos- 
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Now, if Bragg Ittd moved lo tnm the left flank of Boeecisns, Hooker could have 
joined the Army of the Cumberland ris the short line in less than one-third the time 
it would have taken to go by the Jasper route, but Rosecrane does not hint at the 
"short route" in the directions to Hooker of 10 p. m., October 17. 

Halteck seems to have waked up to the trouble and the cause of it, as ia evinced by 
his dispatch to follow: 

Washington, October IS, 1863 — 10.4O a, m. 

(Received 11 a. ni., 19th.) 
Major-General RosBCHiNB, 

Chattanooga, Trim.: 

Every arailable man has been sent to asrist ^on. As fatst aa cavalry can be organ- 
ized and equipped it will bo sent forward, Bui yt^alrtad^haoe more men (mdamm^ 
tkanvdu canjred. It was for this reason that Sherman was directed to open a line on 
the Tennessee lUver to Athens. At last advioea he hsA reached Bear Creek uid 
would probably cross the river at Eastport or FtoreDce. He has already drawn a 
large force of the enemy against his hne, thus effecting a diversion in your favor. 
Why tpve Tip to the enemy the pasget of Lootowl MomdmnT Bj holding them can yoo 
not cover your railroad and river commuoicatioDB with Bndgeport? Wotdd Uttotit 
bed to rtgain them, even at a heai^ eoeU 

H. W. Hallbck, Gnwrof-wk-Cfti^. 

On that day Rosecrans sends to Halleck this dispatch: 

CnATTiNOOGA, OctobeT 18, 1863— 7.30 p. m. 

(Received 11.35 p. m., 19th.)' 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hallece, 

QeneraHn-Cfiiefi 
Enemy in front. Rumor of his moving a corps up as it to cross at Wa^ingtoU. 
"" " "' a stand. Our pontoon bridge restored. B<»ts [for] a second under way. 
■' " ' _ ' ' _" " ' " rts making to SI ' ' " ' 

_ ting of I 
ville. Weather unsettled. No news from Sherman. 

W. 8. BosBcnAHs, MajoT-OenenA. 
No hope expressed of opening the "short line," or of intention to make the effort. 
Amid the wail of the above tel^ram it is Oeceesary to call attention to the state- 
ment "Our pontoon bridge restored. Boats for a«econditnderi«iy;"andto rectdleet 
that this was made at 7.30 p. m. <A the 18th of October.' 
On this same day Rosecrans saya to Hooker: 

Headquabtebs Dkpabtmbnt of the Cuhberland, 

Chattanooga, October 18, 18SS. 
Major-Gwieral Hookbb, Bmenmni 

It will be neceesary to make extraordinary efforts to get the road passable from 
Bridgeport lo Jasper. Also to have rations tlirown into Stevenson as rapidly as pOB- 
nble. It wUi require almost mperhitman effOrU to mixbiin v» here. 

That tteamboal Viunt be got ready, m that -we can Jreight to Shdhaound, and thmehorten 
mtr wagon trany>oriaiion. This will require us to hold both sides of the river and for- 
tify, but make our depot on this side. I muat confide the pushing up of the repairs 
'lo the w^on roads and seeing that our supplies are broi^ht forward to your care, aa 
the remo^esa of our position and the necessity of the active authority ajid interven- 
tion of officers of high rank »n abeolutdy tttceuary lo the pretervation 0/ out trrtny. 
W. 8. RosECBANS, Major-Generai. 

A positive statement there ©f a hope orUy to open tite river to SheUmound, /orti/ywg 
on both sides, and this dispatch sent the day before Bosecrwis turned over the com- 
mand, demanded "extraordinary efforts" on the w^on road from Bridgeport to 
Jagper — the old road which starved the animals and carried only a percentage of food 
to the soldiers. Rosecrans states that " it will require almost auperhvman eCEorls to 
tuglain tu here." In less than 1«n days the river was ours, with a loss of lees thin 

'This "second bridge" refers, of course, to one for Chattanooga, which was aiwS- 
-■ecessity, as one bridge was not enough to do the work rerprtred, B7»d that 
left the army with its back to an imjiasiaUe stream. This secoud bridge wafl 
re the Srst thing for Thomas to consider and order on aeentiHi^ cooonand. 
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ten men. Conld Rocecnuu h»ve writteo that diqntch with the BuccMrfnl plan in 
hie mind? The Shellmonnd project would have allowed the use of the railroad (when 
repaired) to Sbellmound. (The holding of Bhellmoimd and both ndea i^ the river 
did not, however, leaeen the difficulties anffideutly to allow the arm; to recover tad 
Bujqiort itself at Chattanooga, and Koeecrane in this dispatch to Hooker, dated Octo- 
ber 18, almost throws himself intotbearmaol Hooker to ask his aid.) The subjoined 
telegram from Howard shows that he had not heard of the carefnlly developed plan 
confided to Generals Thomas ui<] CoiittoD, and was not aware of the strafta to which 
the Army of the Cumberland was redoced. 

fiKiDsaroBT, Odober IB, 1S6S, 
Br^. Gen. W. F. SurrH, 

Chief Engmeer, Dq>artmettt of the Cumberlaiid: 
Sliall 1 cranmence to build a bridgehead for the r^lroad bridge at this point, which 
will take 250 men thirty days to complete? 

O. O. Howard, Mr^or-Oeneral. 

On the morning on which I have stated that I made the recoDnoiseance of Baccoon 
Mountain by myself, Boeecrans sent to Thomas to say: 

HSASQUABTXaS DsPAimiBNT OF THB CpMBBBLAMD, 

Chattanooga, October 19, 1863. 
Major-General Thomas, 

Qtmmanding FowrUeiUk Army Corpt. 
Gbnkrai,: ThegeneralcommandingdirectBinetonotify yon that he had started to 
reconnoiter the other side of the river and would probaibiy be gone stane hoim. He 
wiahea you to take command in the meantdme. 

Beapectfully, yonr obedient iurant, R. 8. Thomb, 

Capttaa and Aid-de~Camp. 

Had the plan for reopening the short line been thoroughly elaborated and explained 
to others, myself among them, why was such a reconnoissance needed so late as the 
19th of October? 

To examine Raccoon Motmtun for positions— ym; but for the other pian, conceived 
as stated, before October 2 — no. Nearly two Aourg after aclmmdedging recapt of order 
relieving him from duty Eoeecrana sent the following telegram: 

CBATrxirooQA, Tkrh., October 19, jses—ap. m. 

(Received 2.30b. m., 20th.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hallkk, 

OeneraHn- Chief; 
Your dispatoh of the ISth received. Bherman'a movement will operate favorably, 
and the cavalry force will be timely. Lookout was given up temporarily because 
we conld not then safely hold it. It was isolated from m by distance and the defile 
of Chattanof^ Creek, We expect to retake it as soon as we are prepared to hold it. 
TTiat could be done only when the nulroad being secured, the depots leplenished, and 
Hooker's transportation [vovided. WilhoM UkU he can not nibdst in a tmlable pomtion. 
W, 8. BosECBAKs, Major-Qeneral. 
A dispatch sent M aoch a time, which was unnecessary except for self justification, 
would naturally have contained hia best hopes and last plana for recovering his lost line. 
The plan exposed, then, is to retake "Lookout," which " was given up temporarily." 
This certainly was not the plan adopted by Thunas, and was an in^oeg^nlily before 
the arrival of Sherman's army. The army might have held out three weeks. When 
does Boeecrans, in this final dispatch, say the short line could be recovered? 



In lees than eight days from the hour of sending that dupatch the ri^ 
without any of those conditions, and theicfore by following no plan of 

' Roeecrans says Lookout Mountain cannot be taken until Hooker's transportati'' 
is furnished. iWa aaya that Thomas's plan was such that he would not al' 
Hooker to take wagons. Could two plana be even similar with such a di&renr 
one condition. 
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In this record ia there any evidence of any plan developed by Soeecnuis? That 
he had given certain oniera ia true; but no order lookea) to anytbiii); like a precise 
plan. RosecrauB could not have carried out the plan adopted by Thomaa without 
some orders or conference with the engineer department, and there is not a line hint- 
ing at any cooperation by the enpneeis. In no way, siiape, or manner, by written 
or Bpoken word, did he ever intimate to me that a bridge would be needed for con- 
nection with Lookout Valley. 

I have explained the expression in my report, and that expreesion looks forward to 
anything but the occupation of Lookout Valley. 

Boeecrans has placed great slrew apon Thomas's assertjon in his report, which will 
be given further on, 

Thomas could only have had reference to the order for Hooker to be ready to croae 
the river. Thomas had never heard from Bosecrans of the plan which he adopted, 
for his first order to me was to use my txtats in a second bridge, and Boeecrans'a dis- 
patch of October 18, 7.30 p. m., says; "Our pontoon bridge restored. BoaU for a 
~ !, therefore, no boats being built for Browns Ferry, 

or in his statement in hie report. He ordered those 
Ijoats to be used, as. intended by Roeccrans, for a second bridge at Chattanooga. He 
had to be talked to and convinced that the plan was feasible before be consented to 
it, and it is preposterous to suppose that, having learned of sucba plan from Roeecrans, 
he should assert that to me belonged the credit for the ingenuity which conceived and 
the ability which executed the plan. 



Preliminary steps liad already been taken to eiecttle this vitally important move- 
ment before the command of the department devolved on me. The bridge which it 
was nnxieary to tkrmv acram the river at Browns Feiry to ^n possession of the nortliern 
end of Looiout Vailey and open communicalion vrith Bridgeport by road and river wat 
nearly completed.' 

On the 23d orders were sent to General Hooker to concentrate the Eleventh Corps 
and one division of the Twelfth at Bridgeport, informing him at the same time what 
ills force was espected to accomplish, and Chat a force from this place would cooperate 
with him by establishing a bridge across the river at Browns Ferry and seizing the 
heights on the south or Lookout Valley side, Ibue giving him an open road to Chattanooga 
■when hig forces thould arrive. * • * 

It now remans only to take up the statement of Bosecrans in his paper published 
in the North American Review for December, 1885, which was written twenty-two 
years after the events, and which has for corroboration only the extract from the 
report of Thomas quoted above. 

To answer this paper is a different matter from the analysis of tel^rams and reports, 
for it leads to a direct conflict of statement. 

General Bosecrans, in the paper to which I have referred, says: 

I had been working with indefatigable enerey to get ready the pontoons and mate- 
rial for a third pontoon bridge, which was indispensable for secarmg and holding con- 
trol of tJie south side of the nwr from Bridgeport to Chattanooga. 

On the 5th of October at 8 p. m. Meigs reports watching, on that morning, the lay- 
ing of the pontoon bridge, which "will, I think, becompleted early to-morrow. • • • 
A ferry rope, and flaiboat and a Ueamboott • • • afford the means of crossing at 
pretesd." This was then the first bridge, commenced two (ii?/g after my assignment to 
duty. October 6, General Morton, commanding Pioneer Bi^ade, reports to me that 
forty boats a.Te in the bridge, "which will becompleted to-night unless the number of 
boalg isfrmnd to be insufficient." There was evidently at that time no question of a 
second bridge, and much less of a third. 

-ee Rosecrans's dispatch to Halleck of October 18 with reference to^stcond 
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General Morton reporta on the bridge: 

Heapquabtbrs PiotrBBR Brioadb, 

ChaOanooga, Term., October IB, ISSS. 
Brigadier-General SMrre, 

Oiief EingcMer Department of the GianberUmd. 
Gbhbbal: The officer in char^ of Ike bridtte reports great qnantitiea of driftwood 

r'ust ii; enough, in his opinion, to carry it away. I will proceed inunediately to 
bridge and aee that everything is done to cut sway the drift if poesible. I would 
like to have inetnictions. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, J. St. G. Moictoh, 

Brigadier-Oenerai of Volunl£eT». 

I have stated that tu late at the 19lh of October there wo* bid one pontoon bridge con- 
necting Chattanooga with the right bank o£ the Tenneeeee River. The above dis- 
patch from General Morton, commanding Honeer Brigade, makes the statement 
good until the 15th of the month. 

A dispateh from Hosecrans, already quoted and dated Octo6«r 18, 7.S0p. m., says: 
"Our pontoon irt-idje restored. Boots for a eecond under viay;" and yet Rosecrans, inhis 
paper, afflerte "while completing the fail tiim bridges Gen. William F. Smith arrived, 
and was assigned to duty as chief engineer." A reference to the quoted order will 
show October Sae the date of my assignment General Rosecrane's statement is at 
variance with those of Meigs and Morton and witB his dispatch of the isth of October. 

Quoting again; 

Hooker was advised that as soon as bis wagon tnuns could be ready to move he 
would be ordered to cross the river at Bridgeport and follow the line of the road up 
to the vicinity of Wauhatehie. He was to be put in connection with the rest of the 
army by a pontoon bridge across the Tennessee River at or near Browns Ferry, so 
that in case the enemy should attempt to crush him there would be no difficulty in 
receiving support from us by the short route across the neck of land between Chatta- 
nooga and Browns Ferry, 

Hooker was more than once ordered to be ready to cross at Bridgeport, but there 
is not a line to show that Hooker ever received any intimation as to what he was to 
do. When was the brii^e to be thrown, after or before Hooker arrived at Wan- 
hatehieT If before, there would have been a necessity for a defaU of troopt to seize 
and occupy territory for the govthem end of the bridge and specific instructions as to 
landing, etc. I hardly think General Roeecnma will aeeert that any such detail was 
made. There is also entire absence of orders to the Engineer Department. In his 
dispateh to Hooker of October 18 Rosecrans inquires "extraordinary efforts" on the 
repiurs of road from "Brii^port to Jasper." The whole army could not have 
made the road by Jasper to Chattanoc^ passable in six weeks. 

That steamboat must be got ready so that we eon freight to SheUmound, and thvg ghorten 
our wagon transportation. This will require us lo hold both sides of the river and fortify, 
bui mate our depot on this side. 

Thus, on the 18th, in his last order to Hooker, Rosecrans gives his plan, which is 
only to acquire the river on the left bank as high as SheUmound and fortify. Could 
anything be more different from the plan puisoedT No lisp of Browns Ferry or a 
third bridge. 



The great difficulty was to obtain material for Wii» third pontoon bridge. * * • 
So urgent was I to have this completed that I personally, and almost daily, visited 
the work. Colonel Stanley was running the sawmill to cut out what materials we 
had BXiA searching among Uie bouses for more. 

• * * He [General Smith] was told what the plan was for opening communi- 
cation with Bridgeport on the soul^ side of the river and what preparations were in 
progress for its execution. 

The last sentence is a very bald aeeertion by General Rosecrans without any c 
roboration. He never confided to me his plan, and, in fact, until the evening of 
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IStii of October no word ever panned betweoi na bning Mfermioe to the Bhoitning 
of OUT line of commimicatkinB. 1 knew ot the order to Hooker, as did everyone else 
in the army, asd I mq^toaed that Hooker was to move from Bridgeport toimri Ifou- 
hatdue. I did not suppose he would get far in that direction. Ah for Uitia^ me 
"what preparatiouB were in prt^reM for its execution," General BoeecranB is id 
error, for up to tbe tiiae of hia leaving there were no prepwuticais whatever in pnptm 
nnlesB, perhapa, Howard's bridge at Bridgeport might be conddered in that light, 
and that waa not in progress at that time, October 3. The ordera to Hooker of Octo- 
ber 1, oocasionallf renewed, were the only {Mcpandone ever made ao far as I ever 
knew or heard of, and certainly the official records are silent on the subject He 
goeeon to aayof the confidencee to me "and moreover that upon the arrival of tbe 
troope then on tkar way I intended to drive the enemy from MisBionary Kidge." 

Thiaconfidencemust have been madeon October 3, for I was chief engineer, Hooker 
not np, and on October 2 Hooker waa at Nashville. Thus, in nine days after giving 
up Lookout Mounts, he had a eurepian for the recapture of the "short line," and 
had expressed hia determination to drive the enemy front MisBionary Ridge ta 
soon as tbe troops then on their way arrived. On the 16th, two weeks after this 
asserted confidence to me, Roeecrans, in a tel^rara to Halleck, says: 



Waa it not then impossible for him at that time to talk of driving the memy from 
a position almost impregnable to assault, and with an inferior force? 

I am very positive that no such intentions were ever oonfided to me. I was at tbii 
fime fortifying the place so that it conld beheld by a comparaHvdy small force. WhyT 
"I requested him to examine the river above Qiattanooga with & view of ascertain- 
iog its capabilitaee and adaptation for a movement on the enemy's right at tbe north 
end of Missionary Ridge." In ehort, while we were starving, Gieneral Eoeecrans 
bad plionned the mode of refodtin^ the "abort line," and had also planned the bottle 
of Chattanoc^a, fought on the 23d, 24th, and 25th of November. 

This waa all new to me when I first read it, I never went up tbe river above 
Ohattanooga until tbe 7tb of November, and I am certain that up to that time tlie 
i^&a for tbe coming battle had never entered into tbe mind of anyone at Chattanot^ 

A sketch was made of tfae river and ronte to &tiwnB Ferry, tbe route by whiijh 
the troops would be aUe to oommnnjcate bow tbe Chattanoi^a side of the river with 
Lookout Valley, ontr the pontoon bridge whidi vie were xtraining every nerve to «ecure- 

No Boch sketch waa evw made by me or by my direction, nor did I ever see an; 
snch sketch. When I arrived at Browns Ferry ob the evening of the 19th of Octo- 
ber and asked the name (d the place, I am sure I heard of Browns Ferry for theflrat 

Continuing; 

The pla» tnia talked over with General Thomas and Geo. Th. L. OooHon, and a 



If any such conference took place, I am certain that on tbe 20th ot October General 
Thomaa bad entirely forgotten it. I do not know who Gen. Th, L, Coalton was or 
why he Ataild have been taken into a knowledge of plana which, if they leaked oat 
and got into the hands lof the enemy, might have been earily nipped in the bud. I 
can not find General Coulton's name in the volnmea of The Becord pettuoing (o tbe 
time and place now being wmsidered. 



Boeeeisns, aguu; 

On the 19th of October Gen. W. F. Smith accompanied me in a ride edwg thu route 
and the Tennesnee near Brwenti Ferry. We returned about sunset, when I lonnd the 
tel^nsa awaiting wliitA reieatd me from the command of the Army of the 
Cumberland.' 

General HoeecrajiH is again in error. He left headquarters with me that ntoming, 
bat went intu the hof^ital, aa he Mid, for a few minutes. I waited half an hour w 
more and then went to the foot of the mountains below Williams Inland and began 
my examination. I arrived at Browns Ferry shortly before sunset and remained 
there taking nutea until I could no longer see the surface of the hills across the river. 
When I arrived at headquuiiers Eoeecrane had be^i relieved. 

Now, if Bosecnuu bad explained to me on the 3d of October the plan of a move- 
ment by Browns Ferry, it is hardly possible that I should not have been far advanced 
with my prepantiouB, which could only have been made after a close study of the 
grcHind on both sides of the river. What earthly reason could there have been for 
hie taking me on the I9th of October along "this route," i. «., the rovte by which the 
troope would commnnieate "with lookout Valley over the pontoon bridge which we 
were straining every nerve to secure." The purpose for which I made the examina- 
tion is found in the subjoined extract from my report, and from that it will he seen 
thjit / bfgan bd<xw tlte head of Williams Idand, which was etitirely unnecessary if fiosc' 
crane had two weeks t>efore perfected his plans, even to the sketchee. 

On the 18th of October I was inatnicted by Qeneisl Bosecrane to i«conn<Hter the 
river in the vicinity of Wiiiiame Island with a view to making the idand a cover iar 

a steamboat landing and storehouses, and began the examination near the loieer end i^ 
the island. Following the river up, I found on the opposite bank, above the head of 
the island, a sharp range of hills whoee base was washed by the river. This range 
extended up the river neariy to Lookout Creek, and was broken at Browns Ferry by 
a narrow gorge, through which ran the road to theold ferry, and also Sowed a email 
o^eek. l^e valley between this ridoe of hills and Bacooon Mountain was nurow, 
and a lodgment esected there would give us command of the Kelleya Ferry rmd 
and eeriously interrupt the Gommimication <rf the enemy up Lookout VaUey tuid 
down to the river on Raccoon Mountain. The ridge seemed thinly picketed, and 
the evidences were agtuuat the oocupaticm of that part of the valley by a large force 
of the enemy, and it seemed quite possible to take by Borprise what could not have 
been carried by assatjlt, if heavily occupied by an opposing force. • ■ * 

Of Rosecrans'e vague ideas which be communicated at various times to Dana and 
Meigs we get no two alike oa different days, and none like the plan adopted. Mei^, 
on the 16th of October, at S p. m., looks iorgaxA to Rosecrans getting poeaeesicm of 
the river to within 5 or 6 miles of Chattanoc^. 

On the same day Dana reports that Roeecransaaya the holdingof the river to Wil- 
lia:»is lalaod ii a neceaaty-HtoHftl^le to hold Chattanooga. That day Boeacracs's 
plan was held to — long enough to impress Meigs and Dana. On the 19th, howevM*, 
he is waiting for certtun conjunctione of conditions to retails Lookmtt Mountain. That 
plan has never been developed and would be studied with iut«reet. Thomas held 
the river to iwithin 3 miles of Chattanooga without retaking Lookout Mountain. 
Novas to Hooker's knowlc^ of the plan, which Bosecrans a&ya he explained fully 
and accompanied with a sketch; 

The order from Thonaas to Hooker to conceptrate is dated October 24, 2.30 p. m., 
and is verymuch in detail, and properly gives to the general who is to do the work 
the object of the movement — the roads to t)e watched and the cooperations he might 
expect. 

^Ib hiapKisr Bosecrans oalle this "a twi« along this route — near Browne Ferry." 
£b his luAe (OctobM* 19) to Thomas he says he is goii^ to rcconnoiter on the ewer 
^de of the river. In my report I say I reix>aiun(«tie(2 for a qpetdal purpose, wfait^ bad 
no reference to Browns Ferry. 
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That Hooker had never had the plan giveii to him at an earlier date, and that he 
failed to ue the {Xmaequence o( the Beiiare of the hills atBrowDH Ferry, ia shown by hia 
reply to the order, as follows: 

^rBVENsoM, Odo6«r7J, 186S—7.15 p. m. 
Major-General RBTNOLDe; 

I am informed by the people ftimiliar with country on sonth side of Tennessee 
River that the direct route from Bridgeport to Browns Ferry is not practicable tor 
wagons, and in order to tahe artillery to that point it will be necessary to take the 
road to within 2 miles of Trenton, and from there turn down Lookout Creek Valley; 
that there are several bridle paths leadii^ from the crest of Lookout Mouiilajn into 
the valley between Trenton and the river, and that infantry can descend the north 
slope of Lookout at many points. My infonnants are men who have grazed their 
stock on Lookout Movm tain. Promtlie official map fumixhed me, there appeanlo bean 
tucenltothe tooth ofivkat u <alied Hotel Irt^Uuie. Iflhii u the caee, from mt/presetti 
inowUdge of the uieniu al liand at Chattanooga to prevent enemy' » infaidry aactnding the 
Tnountein/rom the »outh side, Iciin nee no Ttamnfar hie not detaching tvo-thirde of Ms 
force to thwart tlie execution of their [your] parponed oi^eet. I may he incorrect in my 
viewg of this movement, from the limited opportunity I have had in comparieoii uilk others 
to gain correct information, and orUy elate the foregoing with the hope that I may be in error. 
Joseph Hooebb, Major-GeneraL 

Hooker is afraid of encountering two-thirds of the entire force of Bragg; he there- 
fore does not see the signiflcance of the movement on Browns Ferry. 

" I may be incorrect in my views of this movement from the limited opportumty I 
have had in c(mipariKoii u-itk others to gain correct irifoTmatum." "Does Hooker show, 
then, that Eosecrans had pven him the plan shortly after he arrived at St«venson, 
and when he first received order to concentrate, or at any later day when Rosecnuia 
renewed the order? He does not believe in the movement. This esplains in part 
Dana's dispatches as given herewith. 

Bridghpobt, October S6, 186S—S p. m. 

The movement for the occupation of Kaccoon Mountain and Lookout Valley was 
to have bfsun this morning. Everything is ready at Chattano<^ and Palmer will 
be at Rankins Ferry in season, bvt Hooker it l^diindhand- and U is postponed till 
to-morrow. The forces sent from here are Howard's two diviwons and Geary's— 10,000 
men in all. 

BnmaBPOBT, October £7, iSBS—e.SO a. m. 

Troops are now just moving out for Shellmound and Raccoon Mountain. No evi- 
dence to show that the rebels will oppose the undertaking. Hooker came here from 
Stevenson lastniffht. Heisinasi unfortunate state of mind for one who has to cooperate — 
favit-findinq, crdidsing, dissatisfied. No doubt the chaos of Rosecram's adminletration ia 
as bad as he describes, but he is qaite a» tnKulent toward the plan he is now to execute as 
toward the impotence and confimon of the old rigime. 

[C. A. Dana.] 

Hon, E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War. 

Now, one word as to the condition of the army at Chattanooga when Rosecrans 
was relieved. He says in this paper; 

The author [General Grant] goes on to eive the pitiable condition in which the 
Armyof the Cumberland was at adatewhi(£ be does not state, but leaves the impli- 
cation that it was at the time of bis arrival at Chattanooga. I affirm that when I 
left it, on the 20tb of October, the Army of the Cumberland was in no such condi- 
tion * * * as to supplies, rations, or fuel. * * * Doubtless the animals were 
thin, because forage was scarce. 

Some of Bosecrans'a dispatches will be given or referred to, showing a different 
picture from that drawn above. He acknowledges a loss of 400 wagons, which 
should mean 2,400 mules — a desperate loss, not made up in any way before be left. 

October 12 he telegraphed the President: 

• * * OurdangerissuheistenceCwantof it,ratherl. * • • Enemy's side of 
valley full of com. Every exertion will be made to hold what we have and gain 
more, after which we must put our trust in Qod, who never fails those who truly 
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Boeecrane to Hooker October 16: "We mnrt have Bome kind of rauKhnesa [long 
foragelfor our mules when they come to Stevenson, or thej will soon die. None up 
here. Please try to have it supplied till hay can be sent from Nashville." 

No hay at Chattanooga and apparently none at Bridgeport. Animals died in fan- 
sequence. October 12 he tel^i^phed to Halleck: 

* • • The roads are very heavy. Our future is not bright. To secure this 
position wants McMinnville and Kingston strongly held and 20,000 troops put in 



Ten days from that Thomas had changed the condition without reinforcements. 
Garfield says on the 17th: "There is no forage at all on the mountain"— Waldens 
Ridge. 

The subjoined order shows that to keep animals from starving at Chattanix^ 
they had to be sent by cars to Nashville. 

HBADaUARTKBS DEPARTMENT OP THE Ct'UBERLANU, 

CbaOanooga, Odobtr 18, I80S. 
Major-General Hooker: 

The general commanding has sent a number of animals, which the scarcity of 
forage will not permit ns lo retain at this place, under charge of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sympson, quartermaster, en route to Nashville, where they can be properly cared 
for. He directs that these animals be sent from Stevenson on the empty cars return- 
ing to Nashville, and tliat they be shipped as soon as practicable after their arriv^, 
tlmt they may not consume what little lorage there is in and about Stevenson. 
I am, air, very reapecttolly, 

C GoDDAED, 

IAeutena7il-0)lonet and A»»i»laiit AdjuUini-Oeneml. 

October 18 Roeecrans telegraphs to Hooker; • • • "It will require almost 
superhuman efforts to sustain us here," which is different in tone from his statement 
in the North American Review, denying Grant's description of affairs October 23. 

General Rosecrans quotes from Grant: 



no offlc^ » * - eyej (q1^ Jjjq, ^1,,^ j contemplated falling hack. The line, if 
any, which was pointed out to him was the line of communication by way of Browns 
Ferry, to be established between the troops in Chattanooga and the troops to come 
Into Lookout Valley • • • and had no reference whatever to a line of retreat. 

Mr. Dana's dispatches to Stanton show that Rosecrans looked to holding the line of 
the Cumberland Mountain if Bragg crossed the river above Chattanooga, and also to 
ft retreat if the river could not be used as far up as Williams Island. 

For the explanation of Rosecrans as to the lines " pointed out," is it not Very 
remarkable that a plan, the success of which involved asurprise and therefore sliouid 
be kept secret, was sketched on a map and exposed at headquarters and discussed by 
the officers who were calling on Grant? It seems too improbable a story to tell of 
any general, and certainly of Thomas. No such sirfcfc »«m ever made vtiIU after the 

One miaqaotation of General Rosecrans is important to tliis discussion. 
General Thomas, in his report of the reopening of the river, dated November 7, 
aays: 



Rosecrans quotes as follows: 
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nie diocrapracr betw«mi the report and Roeetma^a tmmUtina of it ia eztraoidi- 
naiy, and unezpUnable. 

Boflecnns to Halleck, October IS, 7.30 p.m.: * * * "Forage tuid animals fail- 
ing. Great efiorts making to supply defldendee." 

To Meigs, Bamedat«: * ■ ■ "Relays wiU be neoeasMy to maintain our poation 
here. It mil require great eSort" 

To Hooker, same date; * * ■ "It will require almoat uperhuman efiorta to 
EOHtaiii us here." 

Fdho Dana to Stantmi, October 16: "Nothing can prevent the retreat of the army 
from thffl place within a fortiught ■ ■ * except the t^tening^rf ti^ river." 

I could have paved the etreeta of Chattanot^ with the bonea of draft animals 
ID the vicinity, and lor the movemfaitof the 7th of November Grant ordered impress- 
ment of private animals of officers to draw hatteriea. The remainder of Koseerana'a 
article in the North American Beview contains assertions at variance with my state- 
ment. So for as I know they are not corrobcvated by a single Una of official corre- 
spondence, all of which that ia of record and pertains to the subject I have given in 
this paper. 

Kosecrane probably had many plans, none of which were matured, as can be seen 
from the lecords, and whidi were changed daily. He never gave the slightest idea, 
ao far as I have heard, to anyone that a movement on Browns Ferry formed a part 
of any plan. The whole history of the time rfiows that be had no thought of the 
principle of the Browns Ferry movement, which was to secure a fooling in Lookout 
Valley /re*. Eosecrans's forces were "gUisking" aroimd east of Bridgeport in a way 
to have attracted attention and made success impossible but for the fact that Long- 
street was in command in lookout Valley and was at lo^ierheads with Bn^. 

Had Bosecrans had the real plan ia his mind he would have allowed no recon- 
Doissances in Lookont Valley, and would have had evarything ready and moved as 
Boon aa Wheeler's raid was ov^, say Oct(A)er 10. He would then have continued in 
his independent command. 

In the North American Beview Bosecrans, in speaking of hia interview with Giant 
at Stevenso^i October 21, mv%- 

The BUggeetions to which the author [General Grant] alludes were a detail of the 
plan, already explained, for establishing communication between the army at Chatta- 
nooga and Hook«^s troops on the south side of the river, which were to be brought 
up by the way of Wanhatchee to Lookout Valley. Doubtleas they were ' ' excellent 
si^gestions," for tiiey were precisely the ones which the author of the Century 
Mtide [General GrwitJ followed. 

Now, Bosecrans's dispatch to Halleck of October 19, writt«i i^Ur he had been 
rditved from command, shows that he at that time had no plan, unless the expressed 
idea of retaking Lookout Mowitmn at some ind^miU time in the future might be 
caHed a pl^i. That was certainly not the plan foltowed by Grant dx dayt after, and 
therefore could not have been among the "exedlent m^gestlone" of Bosecrans to 
Grant, and it follows that Grant could not have gone to Chattanooga vil& asy such 
tdan in his mind. 

Wm. Fabsar Bifrm. 



Since this paper was written 1 have recdred two letters from Col. {formeriy 
Gapt.) F. V. Fox, whorantbe twosawmillsand made all the bridges that were made 
at Chattanooga during my term of service as chief engineer of the Army of the 
Cumb«rh>ad. Hia letteis ore dated ADgudi 19 iwd Sept^nbw 11, 1691, uid are full 
of interesting details as to his preparations for the work accomplished at Browns 
''irry. In the flret letter Colonel Fox says: 

lever heard Utat the place for the bridge was Browne Ferry until told by yon 
Bdentially). • • * Colonel Stanley had nothing whatever to do with 
ing the eawmilla or making the boats. 
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In t^e Beeond letter Oolmel Fox aaj«: 

I regret that I caa not &x th« exact date Oat 7on took me to utmx Browns Fwiy 
and showed me where the bridge was to be laid aod the materiaJa to be packed until 
wanted. My recollection is that it was about five daya prior to the movement, and 
strict secrecy enjoined. My own men did not know unfit tbe g6th ot October where 
the )»i<^ was to be li^d. 

W. F. S. 

OEHEKu. nnr^B Bxcoin) fbbbbht&tiok or mi clahc, ibss.' 



The question aa to who planned the movement tor reopening the Tenneeaee Elver 
OB a line of communication and auppliea, by aecnring a, permanent foothold in Look- 
out Valley, was never brooght before the public until December, 1885, when General 
Bosecraoa in a bitter article in the North American Beview attacked General Grant 
for uaing an expresaion in a paper on Chattanooga, publiahed in the November issue 
of the Century Magazine, in which, inferentially. General Grant clamed the plan as 
his own. General Bosecrana asserted that he was the sole author of the plan in 
question, and made atatementa in much detail to subetautiate his claim. As his 
paper was written twenty-two years after the event, and is unsupported by reference 
to a single outside authority, it is presumable that it waa written from his own mem- 
ory, a preeumptjon strengthened by the fact that be is at various points in direct 
conflict with his own and other correspondence in the Official Record, and also with 
tiis Bwom testimony before the Committee on the Conduct of the War ^ven in 1S65, 
two years after the occurrences which he discuascs, and when his memory was Bup- 
posably much less liable to play tricka with him. Twenty-two years ia a long period 
fora human memory to stand the test of being able to furnish forth a statement of 
facts for history without having any support from official or other papers which 
would be useful to direct it and stimulate a reader's faith. Since the publication' 
of the paper referred to in the North American Beview other persons have made 
the same claim for General Roaecrans, having little or no personal knowledge of 
the question and advancing no authorities to reenforce their unfounded assertions. 
Under tliis latter class will come Gen. H. V. Boynton, one of the commiasionerB 
of the National Military Park at Chickamauga and Chattanooga, whose very office 
should preclude the introduction by bim of any matter into the history made in that 
locality which will find no place in the pages of any historian who analyzes the 
published Official Records of that period. 

I propose to furnish from those records a history of every effort niade from the 
24th of September, 1863, not only looking forward to the betterment of ttie lines of 
supplies in use between Bridgeport and Chattanooga, but to the acquiring of the 
whole, or any valuable portion of the short line on the left bank of the Temiessee 
Biver from Chattanooga to Bridgeport, given up on the 24th of September and rees- 
tablished on the 27tb and 28th of October ot that yew. (References to Official 
Record wiU give page and serial number of volume only, ) 

After the army withdrew to Chattanooga on the 22A of September, 1863, it took 
up a line about 3} miles in length from the mouth of Chattanooga Creek on the 
south to Citico Creek on the north. The right bank of the river only was occupied 
above and below the line earound the town of Chattanoc^, and with only the force 
necessary to wateh fords and ferries, and prevent or give notice of crossings to turn 
the flanks of the army. The abandonment of the country south of Chattanooga 
Creek carried with it the loss of the short road to Bridgeport over the nose of Look- 
out Mountain (about 28 miles in length] , and compelled the use of the longer roads 

"Vol." in b' 
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over Waldena Ridge, the shortest of which was ftbont double the length of the one 
throughout Lookout Valley and the pasaee in Raccoon Mountiun. Rosecrans on tlie 
24th of September OTderedhissuppUeaby the longerroad, and that same day ordered 
a survey for a road via Jasper on the right of the river which should be safe from 
the artillery fire of the enemy on the other side of the river.' The valley of Lookout 
on the short line was promptly occupied by the enemy, who on the same day cap- 
tured a ferryboat, which had been used from Moccasin Point to near the mouth of 
Lookout Creek.' Bridges to communicate with the right bank at Chattanooga on 
the new line of suppUes thus became an absolute necessity, and for want of boala, 
two trestle bridges were thrown to be replaced at the earliest possible moment by 
pontoon bridges, the lumber for which the chief engineer was ordered to send for- 
ward from below.' General Rosecrans as early aa the 27th, three days after abao- 
donii^it, expressed an expectation of recovering the short line, "when reenforcemenla 
should arrive." * He, however, developed no plan of action which is of record. On 
the 30th of September General Wheeler began his celebrated raid on the commnni- 
oitions, and all use of the rtulroad between Nashville and Bridgeport for moving 
supplies was stopped until the 9th of October.' During the raid about 350 wagoni 
(600 says Roeecrans)* belonging to trains in the Sequatchee Valley were captured— 
the wagons burned and the mules killed or driven off.' The loss of so much (rans- 
portation and supplies crippled the army seriously, and its effects were felt immedi- 
ately, and lasted for months. The arrival of the Eleventh and Twelfth Corps under 
Hooker at Nashville during the last days of September was opportune, as the troope 
of the Twelfth Corps were rapidly thrown to unprotected points on the railroad, and 
much damage thereby avoided. General Bosecrana was undoubtedly, as he expressed 
to General Meigs, quoted above, looking forward to using Hooker's command to 
reopen the line of supplies through Lookout Valley, for on the Ist of Oclober" 
Hooker was ordered to put down a pontoon bridge at Bridgeport and make immedi- 
ate preparations for crossing his command. He had been previously ordered to 
, secure a large supply of tools tor his command, "the nature of the country through 
which you are to operate requires that special care be taken in this matter."' The 
object of this order will never be known. The roads into Lookout Valley were in 
good condition, and no extra amount of tools could be required for repairs. Perhaf* 
they were required for the construction of a bridgehead to which he refers in bis 
testimony before the Committee on the Conduct of War." Reference to this will be 
made later on. 

Wheeler's raid interfered with the arrival of the troops at Brii^port, and with 
the order of October 1, as to concentration. Howard's corps (Eleventh), however 
(numbering about6,000), arrived at Bridgeport by the 3d" and the bridge there was 
]aid by the 6th." (I was appointed chief enpneerof the department Octobers. See 
page 62, 0. R.53.) At Chattanooga a pontoon" bridge, to replace the trestle bridges, 
rendered impaaaable by a rise in the river, was begun on the 5th and finished on the 
6th." When thepontoonbridgewaslieinglaid to connect Chattanooga with the new 

' Vol. 52, p. 813, Official Record. 

'Vol. 52, p. 830, Official Record. 

'Vol. 52, p. 911, Official Record. 

•Vol. 52, p. 890, Official Record. 

'Vol. 62, p. 950, and Vol. 63, p. 209. 

•Vol. 52, p. 114. 

'Vol.53, p. 58. 

"Vol. 53, p. 25. 

•Vol. 52, p. 954. 

"Report on Conduct of the War, vol. Ill, 1865, p. 33. 
" Vol. 63, p. 49. 
" Vol. 53, pp. fil and 160. 

"VoL 53, p. 101. ... - . - 

"Vol. 83, p. 123. 
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line oi eapphee b:oiaBiidgejmTtlhtrvv!agbulaJhlboalandfeTrgnipeandatnuiU$Uataer 
(the Paint Sock) lo keep open communicaiion vilh the right bank.^ With the addition 
of a flying bridge, placed above the pontoon bridge at a later date, no other bridge ww 
laid at ChaUanooga until after the battle of Chattanooga in November, a constant and 
imperative need tor boata and bridge material for other places ari^ng as iast ae they 
could be gotten out in sufficient lengths for river bridges. The fact that but one 
pontoon bridge was laid while General Roseciane waa in command' is proven up 
to 7.30 p. EQ. of October 18 by authorities cited, and alao by eundry dispatches from 
Mr. Sana of about October 18.' 

The modification of the orders to Hooker of the let oE October by the letter of 
October 4 placed' him in charge of the protection of the ixjrtion of the railroad 
between Wartrace and Bridgeport, and on that day the Twelfth Corps had the guard- 
ing of the road from Wartrace to Tantalon and the Eleventh Corpe had the road from 
Tantalon' to Bridgeport. <* On the 7th of Octobei this disposition of Hooker's com.- 
tnand was seemingly made more lasting by relieving from railroad duty the division 
of Gen. J. D. Moi^an* (Reserve Corps, Army of the Cumberland) and ordering it to 
Andersons Crossroads to protect the wagon road at that point. The hope, however, 
atill existed, as expressed by Rosecrane on October 4,' that after the destruction of 
Wheeler's force Hooker's command might be brought across the river. As this 
movement, however, did not seem imminent, Hooker was ordered, October 7, to 
begin the repur of the wagon road from Bridgeport to Jasper, under the idea that' 
"alafge part of our supplies must for the present bebroughtover that route." 

The same day* the pontoons not in use at Bridgeport were ordered to be put in 
immediate readiness for use up the river. On the 10th,'* Mor;gan, before ordered to 
Andersons Cross Roads, was directed to establish his headquarters at Battle Creek, 
and b^in a thorough repair of the road to Jasper and beyond." On the same day 
Hooker was ordered to put a force at work constructing two substantial corduroy 
roads from Bridgeport to Battle Creek. 

The damage done by the raid to the railroad was repaired, and trains set in motion 
on the 9th, but in place of ordering a concentration of Hooker's forces at Bridgeport 
for a movement across the river to reopen the short line, the idea seems to have been 
abandoned, when heavy repairs were ordered on the route via Jasper. With any 
successful plan put in operation, three days at the most would have been required to 
complete the work of recapturing the short line The other route would have taken 
months to have made of it a decent wagon road. The whole of the road from Bridge- 
port to the foot of the mountains, about 40 miles, was in alluvial soil, and for a wet- 
weather road would be required a regular cordnroy roadway, or else, much more 
expensive in point of time, a roadway of stone. On the mountains the road was 
rough from the rocks and filled with deep holes of soft mud into which animals 
would fiounder belly deep and wheels would go in up to the axlee. The two kinds 
of road required repair for newly 70 miles. 

If Genei«l Bosecrans had, aa he asserted, a plan for opening the short line between 
Bridgeport and Chattanooga, it is difficult to understand his reason for beginning the 

■Vol. 53, p. 102. Italics throughout are by General Smith. 

' Vol, 53, pp. 102-123-152; Merrill to Garfield, p. 388; Morton to Smith, pp. 466 
and 458; Kosecrans to Halleck and Dresser to Bosecrans. 
»Vo]. 50, p. 221. 
•Vol. 63, pp. 88,89,90. 
'Vol. 53, pp. 93 and 94. 
•Vol. 53, p. 157. 
'Vol. 53, pp. 88 and 90. 
"Vol.' 63, p. 159. 
•Vol. 63, p. 165. 
">VoL63,p. 257. 
"Vol. 63, p. 261. 
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repair of tlie Iod^ route, almoet a heicidoMii Xmk, inBtead of bendiog all hia enet^ta 
to the recapture of tlie short line, thereby gBving imtDense labor, and freeing enot^ 
of the troops from the gnarding and repairing of the long line to more than fnmiBh 
the neceesary guards for the railroad from Wartrace to Bridgeport By the 10th of 
October the animals were failing rapidlj' and raUone getting very abort.' One of the 
wagon roads from Jasper to Chattanor^ led byarough mountain road called Haley't 
trace, which came down from Waldens Ridge into the valley of the Tenueeaee near 
ttte northern end of Baccoon Mountain, and was und^" musketry fire tor a mile and 
a half from the Bouthem side of the river. On the lUh of October tiiat road wae 
closed by ehorpehootere ported on the northern flank of Raccoon Monntoin.* This 
was a most serious blow to the malnteiiance of the army at Chattanooga, ob It 
increased the length of the supply road by miles, and already it was much longer, as 
was shown by decreasing rations in store at Chattanooga, titan comported with the 
safety ol the Army of the Cumberland. On the 12th Gieneral Rosecrans, feeling the 
gravity of the situation, sent the following telegram to the Present,* probably in 
answer to Mr. Lincoln's diqiatch of the sMne date and page; 

Chattanoooa, October 1£, 1S6S — S p. ni. 
Hon. A. Ltncolu, 

Premdent of the VnUtd Salet: 
Line from here to Kingston is long; oar side ^ borrai moimbiin; rebel side has 
railroad.' Our danger it tabmtence. We can not brii^ up Hooker to cover onr left 
uainst a crossii^ above us for want of means to transport provisions and horse feed. 
demy's side of valley full of com. Every exertion will Tbe made to hold what we 
have and gain more, after which we miwt pat our trust in God, who never fails those 
who truly tmst. 

W. 8. RosBCRiim, Magor-OenmA. 

The despondent tone of this dispatch found good reason for existence in the fact 
that it had been impossible even tmdei' repeated orders from the General in Chief t» 
get Bumside down from East Tennessee to cover Rosecrana's left flank above Cbatla- 
noc^, and the latter saw, day by day, the roads to Bridgeport getting worse, the 
animals dying of starvation, and apparently no prospect of escape from impendii^ 
disaster. 

Rosecrans, however, had a fertile and active mind, and the same day in which he 
sent the foregoii^ dispatch he telegraphed to Hook^ asking if he could send a divi- 
sion to Start at daylight the next morning (13th) for Shellmound with an advance 
brigade pushed to the pass at Whiteside, about 8 miles beyond, and saggesting that 
the men could take ten days' nOhng in havenack and hutpmck. 

To this Hooter* replied that he could only send infantry, as tbe battery horses had 
but just arrived and could hardly he in readiness that early. Rosecrans* then 
announced that he would delay the order until the lotteries were ready, and directing 
that a report be made to him when they were prepared to move. That was the last 
of that plan. The following was the report of Mr. Dajia on that same morning 
(October 12) :» 

Rosecrans, who is sometimes as obstinate and inaccessible to reason as at others he 
is irresolute, vacillating, and inconelasive, pettishly rejected all their ai^uments 
[Granger and Garfield] and the mountain was given up. It is difficult to eav which 
was the grealeat error, this order [giving up Loobcut Mountain] or that which on tiie 
day of battle created the ^p in our lines. At any rate, such is our present situation; ' 
OUT animals starved and the men with starvation before them, and Uie enemy bound 

'53— pp. 206, 306-307. Meigs to Stanton and Rosecrans to President. 
•Vol. 53, pp. 281, 282. 
'Vol.53, pp. 306,307. 
•Vol. 53, p. 322. 
'Vol. 60, p. 265. 
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to (sake deBperate eflorte to dModgB ni. In tbe moAtst of this the commutdine gen- 
eral devotee that part of the time which is not employed in pleasant goaeip to the 
composition of a lone refwrt to prove that tbe GovemmentiH to blame for hie failure. 
It is mv duty to declare that wnile few persons exhibit more eatimable social quali- 
ties, I nave never seen a man po iwcflDi ng talent with lem administntive power, leee 
clearness and etcadineee in difficulty, and create mvctkal incapadty than Genei^ 
Rosecians. He basinventivefertility tuid RBOwIedf^, bnt hehtM noetrength of wiU 
and no concentratioii of purpose. Hie mind scatters; there is no system in his busy 
days and K^tlesa nighbi. no courage against iudividuals in hia composition, and with 
great love of commimd he is a feeble commander. 

He is coBsdentious and honest, jaet aa he is imporiouH and dispnlatioas; alwajrs 
with a atrtmg grain of caprice and an OTerwhelnm^t paarion for tbe approbatioa of his 
personal friends and tbe public outside. 

Now, when tbe Haley's trace in tbe valley was ahnt up by tbe Bharpsbooters of the 
«nemy there were two roads left open, one ^ing to Andersons CroiB Boada, and so 
by the Anderstw road entering the valley of the Tennessee nearly opposite Chatta- 
nooga, the other going stilt farther up tbe Bequatcbee Valley to HenBona* and tbence 
over Waldens Ridge to Po«a Tavern, h^ber op the T«itieesee. 

The occupation of Sbeltmonnd and the ose of the river friMn Bri(%epprt to that 
place' woold have aarred 8 Eailes erf land haul to Chattanooga, but did not avoid 
tbe ascent and descent of Waldens Bidge with its 1,200 feet of elevatioD, u>d thoa^ 
everymilesavedwasadedded gain, yet this was not enough to give bope«of security 
to tbe army at Chattanooga. In the ctosmg panign^>b «f the last dispatch referred 
to, Koseerans stilted that the object of the move was U> get posKMon of tbe Kne of 
the river to Chattanooga. No movem^it could have attained that purpose wbkb 
dM not fTUer and eontrtA Lookout Valley; this the occapatiMi of Whitcsids, aappoong 
it could be held, did not do. 

Lookont Valley itself could not have been betd by Hooker's force, isolated from 
tbe army at Chattanoi^*, » it woold have been, without a bridge from the valley to 
the north or right banh of the river. The occupation of Shellmoand by Hookes 
would have inevitably led to the oocupotlon of LocAout Valley in force by Bngg, 
which in its tarn woald have prertnted RosecranB from gaining a foothold in tbe 
valley to allow a bridge to be tfarown. In addition to this, no bridge had beoi 
ordered for that or any other pinrpose. The Miehigan Engineer BottoUon was get>- 
ting oot boats and otiier materials for a bridge but another bridge was imperiouriy 
d^nanded at Cfaattanoc^a, and at that time not a snffld^icy of boats had been bnitt 
for that No detail of troops bad been made to support the bridge bnildeni, or to 
hold tbe left bank while tbe bridge was b«Dg thrown into Lookont Valley. I'aking 
all things into account, therefore, it seems to have been wise on the part of Rosecrona 
not to have pushed diat movement to a conclusioD. That he bad expressed ui idea 
that in some way such a movement by Hooker wotild open the river is shown by the 
dispatch ofMr. Dana' of October 14, in which be says Roeocrans has ordered Hocier to 
coTUxntTcU€ his troops preparatory to seizing the passes of Raccoon Mountain and occu- 
pying Shellmound, ttnd if possible Lookout Valley. Th^e wan no order for amixn- 
Irati/m,* only a requwt for information as to whether Hooker coold move a divisioa 
by daylight the next morning, and, as expressed in the message, only la Skelimound, 
with an advance brigade to WkiUmde, several nules from Lookout Valley. Hr. Dana's 
dispatch was dated two days after the message to Hooker, and yet Roeecraoe bad 
not given any order to Hooker to move, though he knew Hooker's bMtM^ horses 
bad arrived on the 12th. Bosecrans had either seen the futility and danger of such 

'A further dispatch to Hooker of the 12th (Vol. 53, p. 323) urges bim to posh work 
on the steamer being built at Bridgeport, on the groond that it is of primary impor- 
tance, showing that the expectation was to use the boot to Shellmound. 

"Vol. 50, p. 216. 

' Rosecrans frequently makes mistakes of that kiAd iA giving bis inlimnathin \f 
VLt. Dana. 
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a move, or else he was in the condition described by Mr. Dana in hia dispatch of 
October 16.' 

Notwithstanding the aeeming importance of, and what might have been hoped by 
Roeecrans in quick results from, the move in contemplation on the I2tb, Bosecraiu 
on the 14th* of October ordered a rai^rooif built front Bridgeport lo Battle Creek, on 
the loUK line to Chattanooga, and nothing more m heard of the move to Shellmound. 

TbiB plan for a movement to Shetlmound, as we team from Mr. Dana,' Assiatant 
Secretary of War (who was with Rosecrans to report everything of interest, and to 
whom BosecnuiB wae bound to give all information of importance), looked forwmd 
in some remote way to gaining a foothold in Lookout Valley, and perhaps even the 
recapture 0/ iMokoui MoutUain* either of which objects guned would have solved the 
problem of supplying the Army of the Cumberland with food and forage. This wbb 
abandoned, though, as before stated, Rosecrans knew that on the 12th the battery 
borRea were then at Bridgeport, but would not be in condition for a movement on 
the 13th. However, there should have been no difficulty in having them reader by 
tbe 14th. The railroad was therefore ordered to be begun when Hooker'sexcusefor 
not moving was no longer of value and the Shetlmound plan, with ita hopes of Look- 
out Valley and Lookout Mountain gained , must have been abandoned, because Roee- 
crans himself had lost faith in it. 

On the 16th of October it became necessary, owing to high water, to throw a pon- 
toon bridge across the 6cqual«hie near Jasper, as one of iJie roads over the mountain 
crossed that river just above tiie town, and this necesuty made an inroad upon the 
supply of pontoons saved, ee before noticed, for use up the river, but for which trans- 
portation bad been and was at that time lacking. These circumstances tberefoie 
precluded the idea of boats from below for a bridge into Lookout Valley, and above 
there was no thought on the part of anyone at that time of putting together materials 
for such a bridge. Now we will take a look at the condition of the roads and the 
army about this date. 

On the 15th of October General Garfield was ordered to Washington, and he 
reports by letter frequently to General Rosecrans, givii^ particulars as to character 
of road and deficiencies observed.' Other references are given herewith.* These 
take the history up to and including the 18th of October. Some are bo pr^nant of 
hints that extracts will be given from them, as follows: On the 16th of October the 
Secretary of War tel^iaphs to General Meigs,' Quartermaeter-GeQeral, directing him 
to remain in the Department of tbe Cumberland because "all reports indicate the 
necessity of a controlling and regnlating mind where you are," to which Mei^ 
replies on the same day:' 

If this be so [raiders dispersed], the Twelfth Corps can be called forward by 
General Rosecrans, It appears to be of vital importance that be gets possession of 
the river at least as far as the rebel batteries on Lookout Mountain will permit him 
to use it — to repiur the roads over Waldens Ridge, so as to make it possible to throw 
full supplies of rations and forage into Chattanooga by wagon trains. It will require 
much work and more lime, I fear, than can he spared. The road from Bridgeport to 
Battle Creek will, after the rains, be almost impassable. 

General Meigs was at Chattanoc^ by order of the Secretary of War, was a man of 
great ability, and a high official of the United Slates Army, He says, on the ISth, 

•Vol 50, p. 218. 

'Vol. 53, p. 349. 

"Vol. 50. p. 216. 

*See Rosecrans'fi dispatch to Halleck of the 16th, comparii^ the forces in t^"^ '*? 
armies, and then see if Rosecrans could have dreamed of recapturing Lookout 
Mountain. 

'Vol. 53. Oct. 16, pp. 415^16; Oct. 17, 435-436. 

''Vol.53, pp. 396,397,418,421,428,436,437,441,443,446,446,461,462,467. 
"-■l. 63, p. 413. 
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two days after Roaecrana ordered the railroad to be built from Bridgeport to Jaaper, 
that this long rood will require more time than can be spaied — more time than the 
army could stay at Chattanix^ja under the ehort rations then being iHSued. 

General Meige also saya It la of vital importance that he (Rosecisna) get poaaea- 
aioQ of the river at least aa far as the rebel batteries on Lookout Mouut^u will per- 
mit him to use it — that is, within 5 or 6 miles of Chattanooga. 

Roeecrans, in the North American Review, October,' 1885, saya that be talked over 
the recovery of the "short line"' with Thomaa, and a General Colton explained It 
all to hia chief engineer, aent a aketeh to Hooker deacriptive of the route to Browns 
Ferry, ordered bim to hurry up his transportation, eto. After all these confidences 
of Rosecrana it would seem aa though he would have included among thoae entitled 
to know a plan matured aa early in October, General Meigs, whoee power was so 
great, and whowas in constant correapondence with the Secretary of War, and yet on 
the 16th of October he ia ignorant of any such plan, and atated only a fact patent to 
everyone "that it was of vital importance to get poeaeaaion of the river to within 
five or six miles of Chattanooga." On that same day Meigs' telegraphs to Roee- 
crans — of tools "you can order what you need. General Howard has 300 men on fb; 
road to BaUle Creek, having no tools for more. A lai^ force oi^ht to be at work on 
each slope of the mountain. * * * Fort^re and feed depots are needed at each 
base of the mountain to feed paeaing traine." Meigs also telegraphs Hooker' thus: 

Octwbke 16 — 8 p, m. 

Mtqor-Geaeral Hooker: It is of the ntmoat importance that a cordnroy road be 
made to beyond Battle Creek in the direction of Jaaper with a good bridge over Bat- 
tle Creek. Twenty-five hundred each of picka, epadee, and axes went to Stevenson 
a week ago, yet General Howard had, when I saw him, toola only for 30O men. 
Pleaae send them forward. I have ordered more tools to be aent from Nashville. I 
think the road should be ao located that a covered way or epaulenient' may be 
thrown up to protect it from the enemy acrosa the Tenneeeee, where it ia near the 
river. A large body of troopa, with foola both for earth and rock work, ought to be 
aet to work immediately on the ascent and descent of Walden's Ridge. This is essen- 
tial to supplying the Army by that route. Aa the road is, after these rains, the sup- 
Ely overitwill beimpoesiDle. Forage depots and poets to reat and feed mulea should 
e established at the oase of the mountain on each side. Teams too weak to climb 



the mountain could haul forage to these points. I shall work here to-morrow and 
then return to Nashville, and will probably be in Stevenaon in a few d *' ''" " 

rebel cavalry is diaperaed can you not call forward the Twelfth Corps? 



M. C. Meiqb, 

QuaTtermagle7--QenfTal. 

The above dispateh was sent direct to Hooker, showing how deeply anxious Meigs 
was, and how little he expected of action from Roaecrana. 

The I6th was an exciting day for those who were reporting on the condition of the 
Army at Chattanooga, aa is shown by the foUowii^: ' 

16th— 12 m. 
The Sbcbbtaby of War: 

Nothing can prevent the retreat of the Army from thia place within a fortnight, 
and with a vtet loss of public property and possibly of life, except the opening otthe 
river. General Hooker' has been ordered to prepare for thia, but Roaecrana thinks 
he can not move till his transportation arrivea from Nashville, from which place it 
marched on the 8th. It should have been in Bridgeport on the 14t^, but is not yet 
reported. The telegraph between there and here is broken, however, and it now 
requires ten or twelve hours for couriers to make the diatance. 

'Vol. 53, p. 413. 

'At the tune of or before I was made chief of eagineers, viz, October 3. 
»Vol.53,p.413. 
'Vol. 63, p. 526. 

^At point commanded by rebel aharpahooters mentioned before. 
•Vof50,p.218. 

'Mr. Dana waa misinformed by (^neral Roaecrana. Every order to Hooker having 
reference to concentration has t>een given. 
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In the midet nf all these dlfBcultiee General Boeecrans eeeme to be ineenfflble to 
the impendiiiK dai^r, ^<t dnwdles with tiiftee in a mBiiner which can scarcely be 
imaKiued. Having completed hie report, which lie eent off to WaehinKton by Geo- 
eral Garfield yeeterday, ne is now much occupied with the map of the tSttlefield and 
with the topography of the country betiveen here and Btimgide's lower poatx. MoBt 
probably the enemy contemplates crossing in that re^on, but we are no loneer able 
to pursue him, hardly to strike a sudden blow at his flank before he shall have 
crushed Bumeide. Meanwhile, with plenty of zealous and energetic officers ready 
to do whatever can be done, all this precious time is lost because our dazed and mazy 
commander can not perceive the catastrophe that is close npon us, nor fix hix mind 
upon thf means of preoenting it. I never saw anything which seemed SO lamentable 
and hopeless. 

A rebel officer laat evening shouted to one of our pickets that Bragg had been 
relieved and either Johnston or Longstreet put in his place. Beporta from our cav- 
alry, which Bosecrans will forward to-day, make the rebel loss in the recent raid 
2,000 men and 6 guns. Thirty-e^ht men captured in our uniform were summarily 
executed. Notbmg heard from ft^cee of Sherman. 

C. A. Daka. 

And fonr hours later: ' 

Chaitanooga, October IS—4p. m. 

I have Just had a tall conversation with General Boeecrans upon the sitniation. 
He says tne possession of the river, ae far up as the head of Williama Island at least, 
is a n?i« qua rum to the holding of Chattano<^a, hot that it is impossible for him to 
make any movement toward gainiiig_ such poBsession nntil General Hooker's troops 
are concentrated and his transportation gets up. Hooker's troops are now scattered 
along the line of the railroad and can not be got together before next Wednesday. 
The wagons must all have arrived by that time, and if the enemy does not interfere 
sooner the movement npon Baccoon Mountain and Lookout Valley may then be 
attempted. Boeecrans, however, expects that as soon as the weather will allow the 
enemy will cross the river in force on our left, and then it will be neceesnry for UB to 
fight a battle, or else t« retreat from here and attempt to hold tte line c^ the Cnni- 
berland Mountains. 

It will be seen from the foregoing dispatch ttiat Bosecrans had faced the possibility 
of being obliged to hold the line of the Cumberland Mountains, i. e., to giveap 
Cbattanoc^.* Now, on the 16th of October Bosecrans could not have retreated 
over Waldens Bidge, nor could he have moved far to flght a battle outside of hie 
lines. His men were too weak for a lengthened march and battle; he had no hoisce 
for his artillery, nor draft animals of any kind for his ammunition. Under the 
idea of a crossing by Bragg to the northward, which idea Bragg repudiates, the only , 
possible way for Bosecrans to get the short line of march to head Btagg oft was by 
Bridgeport, to turn the south flank of the Great Cumberland Plateau. This required 
the reopening of the "short line," which from the account of Mr. Dana was not in 
the thoughts of General Bosecrans. 

On the same day, oBe and one-half horns after Mr. Dona's report, Bosecrans utters 
the following wail to Hallech, in which there is no hopeof a reopening of the "short 
line" nor any outlook of promise within the limits of human probability. When 
the dispatch of 5.30 of the 16th of October was sent, there was in Boeecrons's mind no 
plan for opening the "short line" to Bri<^port, 

The enemy will probably operate on our left flank, either to cross the river and 
force us to quit this place and fight them or lose our communications. They will 
thus separate us from Bumsldt). We can not feed Hooker's troops on oar right, nor 
can we spare them subsistence from our left depots and communications, nor has he 
transportation to move. The rains have raised the river and interrupted our pon- 
toon bridges. The roads are very heavy. Our future is not bright. Had we the 
railroad from here to Bridgeport, and the whole of Sherman's and Hookers' troops 
brought up, we should not protebly outnumber the enemy. This army, with its 
back to Iwren mountains, loada narrow and difficult, white the enemy has the rail- 
road and the corn in his rear, is at much disadvontOKe. 'To secure this posttioQ, at 
least McMinnville should he made a strong fortified depot; Kingston the same, and 
tor ulterior operations twenty lluntmnd or more trows put in Kniwssee, at easy points to 
cover the r^Iroad and subsist until called to the front. 
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Here is Bomcnane statii^ in the moot positive manner that he expected the ennny 
to opeivte on hie left flank, whicli would force him to quit CtiBittaaooga and fight 
tiietn or lone his communicatiouB, which he haa stated he was anxioua to abandon, 
ud hod planned early in the month to do, for a better line south of the riveri bat up 
to this date, with the exception of the order of October 1,' suspended as it was by 
the order of October 4,' no line emanating from him has squinted toward a move- 
ment to recapture Lookout Valley, nor has he given to Dana or Meigs any hint of 
such a plan being on foot. Every effort except the spasmodic one of October 12 has 
been directed to moke the long route serviceable for the entire work of supplying the 
army at Chattanooga. He also stated what, in his opinion, was neceesary to secure 
the position at Chattanooga, viz: To make of McMinnville a strong fortified depot; 
Kingston the same, and for nlterior operations twenty thoutand or more troope pvi into 
Tetmatee. While all this waa being done, if it had been practicable, what wae to 
becomeof the army at Chattanooga, which had, according to Mr. Dana, who was not 
exaggerating, not a fortnight longer to hold the place unless the river was opened? 
The dispatch of Bosecrans is utterly without hope, and to say that behind that was 
a well-matured plan /or doing anything is without foundation. Yet in ten days from 
thattimewithonta man or wBgon added to hie army and with less of rations Thomas 
had conquered ihe situation and saved Chattanooga. 

<ia the I7th of October' Koeecrans directs Innes, railroad snperintendent, to lay a 
track to Jasper, 12 milee, and build two railroad bridges, and all this on the long 
road over the rooantaine. On that day Hooker ' takes charge of the long ronte to 
Anderson, Moi^an having been moved to the Tennessee River above Chattanooga. 

HKADaUABTSBS DbpAbtment of the Cfmbbblans, 

Chattanooga, October 17, JS83 — 10 p.m. 
Hajor-General Hooebb: 

If the enemy should attempt to cross the Tonnesfiee in force above us, it will be 
necessary for yonr command to come up. The general commanding directs you to 
make snch preliminary preparations as will enable you to move promptly and effectu- 
ally. To this end the Twelfth Corps ought to be as far down sa is consistent with the 
protection of the exposed points of the railroad. The presence of cavalry in the 
direction of Athens, as directed in the order to Cieneral Mitchell sent to yonr care, 
will secure us agau^ heavy raids in the direction of the lower valley of the 
Tennessee. 

Your artillery will not be indispensable, since we have sixteen reserve batteries, 
which we can not keep equipped for want of horse feed. The horses will be sent up 
the valley soon if we do not get forage. 

If Sherman comet in from JIuntmAUe the general commanding wiU be oMe to cmicen- 
frote and move your entire ^renglh ai once, according to <Arcumglance9. We must have 
the river, and that soon. If e d^ree you to send scouts to obt^ news from Shei^ 
man, and to direct General Crook to do so also. Cienerale Mitchell and Crook must 
keep open communication with you and carry out the orders for fora^ng. The gen- 
eral commanding desires careful estimates of the available forage in the country 
where they are. 

I am, general, very reepectfully, 

C. GroonABD, 
lAaitaiant-CdUmel and AgtitkaU A^jitiant-OtneraL 

Now, if Roeecrans could not move Hooker toward Lookout Valley for want of 
transportation, how could he move him over Waldene Bidge to help defend Kose- 
crans's left? He is, however, to make preliminary preparations to enable him. to 
move promptly and effectually. Bosecrans su^ests that in that view the Twelfth 
Corpe ought to be as far down — that is, toward Bridgeport — as is possible and yet 
protect the railroad. 

On the Istof October Hooker was ordered to concentrate at Bridgeport; that order 
was suspended on the 4tb. On the 12th Rosecrans suggested the movement of a 
division to Shellmound, which he translated to Mr. Dana into an order to concen- 

» Vol.53, p. 26. 'VoL53,p.90. 'Vol. 53, p. 487. *Vol. 53, p. 446. 
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tnte.' Nothing more wtu heard of that, and now on the 17th he wildly Hngg«9t8 
bringing down the Twelfth Corps nearer to Bridgeport, taking care, however, not to 
leave the rulroad exposed, and thia effort at increasing the force at Bridgeport was 
the last pretense at concentration. He had, however, sent Howard's troops sa far 
up as Anderson (24 miles above Jasper), which would be in the directioD of tlie 
.move indicated by Roeecnms in his dispatch. 

The last parairraph is, however, the important one in showing that Rosecrans, 
unless forced by a tmning movement of Bragg, had do expectation of moving Hooker 
until Sherman's arrival, when "Hooktt't uAoJe/orce couM be concentrated, andvxiuUl 
nwnv occonfi'n^ to ciicamstances." He feels, however, that the possession of the river 
soon is a necessity; yet Sherman's advance did not reach Bridgeport until near the 
middle of November, and the river had at that time been ours for over two weefce. 
Bosecmne said the plan followed for recapturing the river was entirely his own, and 
given to Grant October 21 at Stevenson. If that plan had been in his mind he oould 
have carried it out and had the river open before the order came superseding him. 

He had in bis hands everything that Thomas had on the 26th of October. 

[Tnder the last order of Rosecrans, Hooker gives to the Twelfth Corjts the care of 
the railroad from Wartrace to Bridgajwrt, leaving Howard with his 6,000 men 
stretching from Bridgeport to Anderson, nearly 40 miles. 

The concentration is not yet visible, bvt Hooker has earried out the order to the very 
teUer. 

On the 16th, at 7.30 p. m., Bosecrans sends to Halleck the following:" 

Enemy in front Rumor of his moving a corps up as if to cross at Washington. 
Eiver at a stand. Our pontoon bridge restored. Boats [for]^ a second under way, 
Boads horrid. Fora^ and animals failing. Great efforts makmg to supply deficien- 
cies. Rumored fighting of General Bumside's command 60 miles north of Knos- 
ville. Weather u^ettled. No news from Sherman. 

W. 6. RosBCHANB, Uajor-GeneroL 

No hope expressed of openii^ the "short line" or of intending to make the effort 

In the above telegram it is necessary to call attention to the statement "Our pon- 
toon bridge restored. Boats for a second under way" and to recollect that this was 
made at 7.30 p. m. of the 18th of October.' 

The following order to Hooker shows a mind distracted by two ideas— one to get 
the road made passable from Bridgeport to Jasper and the other to get freight by 
water to Shellmound, neither plan aidii^; the other, as the road from Shellmound, 
as has been shown, struck the Anderson road above Jasper. 

Shellmound, however, had to be occupied and fortified before the river could be 
nsed. The utmost, however, that Rosecrans could hope from that plan was to use 
the river to Shellmound. There is no saggestion of on efiort to secure and use it 
above, and yet here we are at the 18th of October. 

Headquartebs Dbparthknt of ths Gcubebland, 

Chattanooga, October IS, ISSS. 
Major-General Hooebb, Sf^vCTUtm.- 

It will be necessary to miAe extraordinary efforts to get the road paamMe from Bridge- 
port to Jasper. Also to have rations thrown into Stevenson aa rapidly ah posaible, 
it will require almost superhuman efforts to sustain us here. That steamboat inu? t 
be got ready, so that we con fre^ht to Shellmound, and thus shorten our wagen 
transportation. This will require u» to hold botkeidenoftheTirerandforliSy, but make 
our depot on this side. I must confide the pushing up of the repairs to the wagon 

'See dispatch of Dana to Stanton, October 14, 12 m., given above. 

"Vol. 53, pp. 465-456. 

■ This "second bridge" refers, of course, to one for Chattanooga, which was a 
military necessity, aa one bridge was not enough to do the work required, and, that 
broken, left the army with ila back to aii impasi<iil>le stream. This seionil bridge was 
'herefore the first thing for Thomas to consider and order on assuming command. 
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roadd and seeing; that onr supplier are brought forward to yonr care, as the remote- 
nen of onr position and the neceeaity of the active authority and intervention of 
officers of high ranli are ahBolut«ly necessary to the preservation of our army. 

W. S. ROBBCKANS, Major-General. 
On the I9th of October, 1863, at S.20 p. m., Roeecrans acknowledges the receipt of 
the order placing Thomas in command of the Army of the Cumberland.' One hour 
and forty mmutes after that acknowledgment he sent to Halleck the following:* 

CHATTANOOaA, TbSN., OctobtT 19, 1863— S p. ttt. 

Haj. Gen. W. H. Hallbce, - 

General in Chitf: 
Yonr dispatch of the ISth received. Bhennan's movement will operate favorably, 
and the cavalry force will be timely. Lookont was given up temporarily, because we 
could not then safely hold it. It was isolated from ua by (fietance and the deflle of 
C%attano(^ Creek. We expect to retake it as soon as we are prepared to hold it 
That omdd be done only when the TaUroad being mcared, the depots replenished, and 
Hooker's transportation provided. Without that he can not subsist in a suitable 

W. 8. KoeECKANS, Major-OmeTol. 

A diapateh sent at snch a time, which was unnecessary except for self-justiflcation, 
would naturally have contuned bis beet hopes and last plans for recovering hie loet 
line. 

Hie plan, aa developed then, was to retake Lookout Mounttun, but only when he 
was prepared to hold it, and that could not be until the tailroad was secured, the 
depots replenished, and Hooker's transportation provided — a moat indefinite time in 
the future. 

This dispatch was sent on the evening of the day on which Bosecrans, in bis testi- 
mony* two years after the fact says, "on the 19Ih of October, on my returning from 
selecting the positdon of the pontoon bridge, I received orders to turn over the com- 
mand, etc." 

In the North American Beview ( December, 1886 ) , twenty-two years after that day, 
Bosecraus says: 

While completing the first two bridges, Gren. William F. Smith arrived, and me 
asdgned to dnty as chief engineer of the Army of the Uumberland. He was told 
what the plan was for opening communications with Bridgeport on the south side of 
the river, and what preparations were in pr<%Tese for its execution. A sketch was 
niade of the river and route to Browns Ferry, the route by which troope would be 
able to communicate from the Chattanoc^^ side of the river with Lookout Valley 
over the pontoon bridge, which we were straining every nerve to secure. The plui 
was talked over with General Thomas and Gen. Thomas L. Colton and a copy of the 
sketch was sent to General Hooker, who was told to hurry up bis transportation as 
rapidly as possible, so that on crossing the Tennessee River he would be able to sub- 
net his troops directly from Bridgeport. On the 19th of October Gen. W. F. Smith 
accompanied me in a ride along Uea route and the Termessee near Brownt Firry. We 
returned about sunset, when I found the telegnuns awaiting me which rele^ied me 
from the command of the Army of the Cumberland and placed General Thomas in 



In his tegfimoni/, before referred tOiKosecranssays that as early as tA«,^o/ October, 
fourteen days after the battle, he ' ' called the attention of General Thomas and Gen- 
eral Garfield to the map of Chattanooga and vidwty, and, pointing oat to them the 
positions, stated that as soon as I (he) could possibly get the bridge materials for 
that purpose I (he) would take possesion of Lookout Valley oppomte the parage over 
Ihe extremity of the mowntain, and fortify it, thus completely covering the road to 

'Vol. 53, p. 478. 

'Vol. 53, p. 477-478. 

'All these conditions to be fulfilled before Lookout Mountain could be recaptured 
and the short line reopened; and yet on the 16th Mr. Dana reports to the Bea«tary 
of War that the army must retreat within two weeks unless the river is opened. 

'Report on conduct of the war, 1865, vol. 3, p. S3. 
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Bridgeport on th« eonth side aa well aa the river, and giving us practical [ 
and line of hnth as well as of Looknnt Valley." In this Rtatetnent, made under oftth 
and but two years after lie left the army, Rosecrans makee no pretense of having 
told me of this plan, nor does he say in the same account that I accompanied him on 
his reconnoissance which he made on the 19th of October. The remembrance of that 
was kept latent for twenty yeare longer, and was apparently brought into action by 
the appearance of Grant's paper on Chattanooga in the Gentory MagtwJne for 
November, 1SS5. Now it so happens that Grant, on the 28th of October, in a tele- 
gram to Halleck, gave to Thomas explicitly the credit for the plan.' Had Rosecraw 
copied that telegram his case ^uust Grant was complete. 

In recalling Boeecrans'a statement in the North American Beview we find him 
saying: 

This fraud — this lie [Grant's claim] — has been floating before the public for twenty- 
odd years; but it is explicitly muled to the pillory by the opening paragraph of 
General Thomas's official report, wherein he says: 

"In pursuance of the plan of General RoBecrans, the execution of which had been 
deferred until Hooker's transportation could be got," etc., and then follows a descrip- 
tion of his operations. This noble and chivalrous teetimonial by Thontas wae placed 
on the books of the Army of the Cumberland, wherein was written the r^iort made 
by the author of the Century article. 

The epithets applied by Bosecrans to the claim tor the originating of the plan for 
the relief of the army at Chattanooga compels attention to his version oi the opuung 
paragraph of Thomas'ereport of November 7.* ThewordeuBedbyThomaeare: "Pt»' 
liminary Bteps had already been taken to execute this vitally important movement" 
The quotation, as given above by Rosecrans, is a barefaced forgery, given, let us hope, 
by some one to Rosecrans as a veritable extiact, and changee the whole meaning of 
the report. General Roeecrans was then manifestly wrong in attiibnring any hoe- 
tility of Grant to Thomas, by reason of words never used in tlie report of Thomas. 
But let us see what were the preliminaries which were arranged before Thomas took 
eommand — not a concentration of Bookei's troops, for, as haalwen shown, there was 
no active order for that in existence; not the preparatioh of boats for a bridge into 
Lookout Valley, for Roeeoaus himself tetla us on the 13th of October that there was 
but one bridge then at Chattanooga, and that boats for a second bridge there wete 
under way. 

There is one more thing to call attention to in Boeecrans's statement. If on the 
4th of Octol>er he bad pcunted out to Thomas and Garfield the place where his bridge 
was to be thrown, and at Brown's Ferry as he says, and if a ^etch of the route by 
which the troops were to be marched from Chattanooga to support Hooker had been 
sent to Hooker, what was the object of the examination made by him on the 19th of 
October? What purpose did it subserve, especially as no order had been given at 
that date for throwing a bridge into Lookout Valley and no troope ordei«d to sup- 
port the bridge party? That part of the story in the North American Review is a 
creation of the imagination. Perhaps we may get at the grain of truth by going 
back to the record and to the te^imony of Rosecrans. On the 4th of October Mr. 
Dana telegraphs what Rosecrans tells him, viz, that the engineers are at work on a 
pontoon bridge to cross the Tennessee at mouth of Lookout Creek.' Now this was 
not a fact, for the first pontoon bridge at Chattanooga, which exhausted all the boats, 
was not laid until the 6th of October.* On the 4th, however, Rosecrans says he 
showed Thomas and Garfield a "map of Chattanooga and vicinity" and pointed out 
the position where the bridge was to be thrown to capture a hill commanding the 
roadway over the nose of Lookout Mountain.' The only isolated hill in that locality 

•Vol, 64, P- 66- 

'Official Record, Vol. 54, p. 1. 

■ Vol. 50, p. 207. 
•Vol. 53, p. 102. 
'Report on the war, 1865. Testimony of General 
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wbkib do€« command tiuit road i»atHit month of Lookout Creek, piedsely where Mr. 
Dana eaye the bridge was to be thrown, and Roaecrana's detailed expUnatiou of what 
can be done when that hill ia fortified applies to no other hill in Lookout Valley. 

Farthermore, the only "map of Ghattwiooga and vicinity" in RosenranB'B poaaee- 
sion waa one made by Col. WUliam E. Merrill, a copy of which reached the Engineer 
Boreaa in Waehington on the 2Sth of September, 1863. ' On that map Brown' e Ferry 
ie put down at Moecamn Ann<, and the place where the bridge was thrown waa called 
Williame Feiry. Merrill was wrong in hia nomenclature, but that wag the map by 
which Roeecrana and the army were gnided at that time, for ae late aa the lOlh, of 
OctoberGeneralWhittaker,* in command of the troopa aloi^ the river, deacribea the 
topography from Lookout Mountajn to Williama Island, and calla the ferry above 
Williama Island "Williams Ferry." 

The map, therefore, and Mr. Dana's dispatch of the 4tb, go to confirm Boeecrane's 
statement that hie idea at that date was to throw a bridge at that point. The river 
there waa under the guns of the enemy and no bridge could have been thrown or 
maintained there.' Roeecrana went somewhere on the 19th of October, I do not 
know where, but if he went on that day to what he knew as Brown's Ferry he went 
to Hoccaain Point. 

Since writing the above I received a letter from Gen. J. J. Beynolds, then chief of 
staff, dated May 20, 1895, saying that he was with Boeectans on the 19th of October, 
1863. That the ride waa made with the view of eelectii^ a location for a pontoon 
bridge, "Aa I remember it. Brown's Ferry was already in everybody's mind as tbe 
proper place, but the point had not been decided definitely. We vifited one battery 
on the high ^ound on the north side of the river and nearly oppotile a rebel baUery on 
Lookout Jfountam. • • • My imderatanding was that Roeecrans fixed Browne 
Ferry as the place for the bridge." 

General Reynolds describes exactly the battery on Moccasin Point, and not the 
battery where tbe hrid^ was thrown. The General's extract proves, therefore, that 
Roeecrans waa still impressed with the idea of a bridge near the mouth of Lookout 
Creek, andthat the place on the 19th of October was known to the army as "Browns 
Ferry." 

There are various inaccnracies in the stat^nent of General Rosecrans, one of which 
does great injustice to a most excellent officer and splendid battahon of men, and 
-which I will notice. Rosecrans attributes the bridge building to Colonel Stanley and 
the Eighteenth R^ment Ohio Volunteers. 

The bridges were made under the direclJon of Capt P. V. Foi by the battalion of 
Michigan ei^ineere under hia command. (See my report and the orders of General 
Thomas.) 

I have now given every line from the offinal record pertaining in any way to any 
ideas or attempts to recover the short line from Chattanooga; also the story of Rose- 
crans, told two years after the command of the army was taken from him, as well as 
hia story as told in the North American Review. 

I will now pve my own statement with reference to the successful movement, 
with such corroboration aa is given by the Official Record and other testimony. 

The flret thing to be settled is the question as to the correctness of the statement of 
Rosecrans (in the North American Review Dec., 1885) in wiiich he says I accompanied 
him on the 19th of October (1863) in a ride along this route (route for troops shown to 
Thomas and Colton early in October before I was made chief engineer, which waa 
on the 3d of October) "and tbe TennesseeRivernear BrownsFerry." Inthiasiune 
afticle, on the previous page, Roeecrans says 1 ' ' was told what the plan was for open- 
. ing communication with Bridgeport on the south side of tbe river, and that a sketch 
was made of the river and route to Browns Ferry," the ronte for the troops to com- 
mnnicate with Lookout Valley. Rosecrans's statements, unsupported, are made the 

' See amall map Sceompanying this paper. ' VoL 53, p. 264. ' VoL 63. p. 107. 
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basiB by General Boynton of an aasertian that at Browne Ferry I only carried out the 

plan fumislieil liy Koswrans to Thoinafl and myself early in October. 

On my part I can only positively aasert that at no time did RoeecraoB ever impart 
to me any plan for opening the river, or g;ive any instruetionB to the engineer depart- 
ment to make a bridge to connect with Lookout Valley, or even suggest that he had 
the intention of throwing such a bridge. 

On the ISth of October I told Bosecrans I would go down the river to see if we 
could not utilize Baccoon Mountain.* He said he would go with me, eaid I fixed the 
hour (8 o'clock of the 19th) for starting. Eoeecrans and his party went into the 
hospital OR our road. I uiged him not to delay, as we had a long day'e work. I 
waited there half an hour or more when Mr. Dana, Asustant Secretary of War, came 
aloi^ on bis way to Bridgeport. I told him what I had started to do; that I would 
wait no longer, but would ride with him as far as our roads were in common. We 
parted at the foot of Waldeng Ri<^, and that day 1 saw no more of Bosecrans or his 
party. Rosecrans and his supportera say that that ride was to fix the position of the 
bridge, and that Browne Ferry was fixed. Bosecrans says it was £xed earlier, but 
the ride was along the route ( for the troops) ' ' and the Tennessse River near Browns 
Ferry." Some of hb staff have claimed that I was of the party during the ride that 
day that he visited Browns Ferry, and Eosecrana then and there fixed the place tor 
the bridge. In this collision of statements, made from memory years after the events, 
it would seem at flrat that the question of weight would be simply a question of num- 
bers. Fortunately the Oliicial Becord comes in here and givee positive testimony in 
my favor, not only as to the route I took, but my purpose in making the reconnois- 
sance, and that purpose had nothing to do at the outset with Browne Ferry. My 
report, agreeing with my statement, aays that I began the reconnoissance below 
Williams Island and worked up the river la Brminie Ferry. That report, dated Novem- 
ber 4, 1863, could by no possibility have been worded with reference to this contest 
General Reynolds, then chief of staff. Army of the Cumberland, says he went with 
Rosecrans on that ride (October 19) , and I do not doubt it, but be did not go with 
me, for Rosecrans and Reynolds give a different route in their statements from mine. 

In corroboration of the statement often repeated by me, that on the 19th of Octo- 
ber, 1863, 1 examined the river for a specific purpose, which had nothing to do with 
a bridge into Lookout Valley, and the statement that I was alone during that exami- 
nation, which statement has been contradicted by General Rosecrans and Boynton, 
I will give a letter from Mr. Charles A. Dana. Mr. Dana is certainty a disinterested 
witness and the only one with the exception of my report of November 4, 1863.' 
New Yoek, May SS, 1895. 

Dear General Smith: In compliance with your request, I have examined anew the 
various documents relating to events at Chattanooga in October, 1863, and I will now 
proceed to state what I find in the records and in my own recollection concerning 
<«rtain matters which it appears have become the subject of controversy. 

For some two months or more I was attached to the headquarters of General Rose- ■ 
crans as Assistant Secretary of War, for the purpose of shortening the line between 
the Army of the Cumberland and the War Department, and for getting forward more 

Komptlyanyreenforcementsorother assistance that General Rosecransmight desire, 
y daily dutv was to report to the Secretary and the President everyfliing that 
happened in the army, and to receive for this purpose information not only as to 
events, but also as to plans and designs of the commanding general. These reports 
were written by me in cipher and were sent daily by telegraph. 

About the middle of Oclobertheaituationof the army atCnattano<^ became dan- 
gerous. Supplies were brought up with extreme difficulty and in limited quantitiee; 
draught animals were perishing for lack of forage; and even after General Hooker 
arrived at Bridgeport, with two army corps from the Army of the Potamac, it was 
manifest that the Army of the Cumberland was still in a perilous and uncertain 
position. 

'The utilization of Raccoon Mountainand the establishment of a depot at Williams 
Island are Iwtli contained in the one idea, viz, the necessity of controlling the river 
1111 to the northern end of Raccoon Mountain. 
R., Opening of the Tennessee River. 

, ..Cooglc 
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During this period I saw General Boaecraiu eveW'^aj' and had man^converaations 
with him reRpecUng the measures heront«inn1atMfnrrhanKing this situation. The 
one idea which he put forward was llie eetamisliinent of a pouUxin bridge at a ferry 
which led from the north aide of the Tennessee acrowa to the Looliout Valley, Orders 
were eiven for the preparation of this bridge, but maltriale were very ecarce, and no 
actual step toward putting up a bridge was accomplished while General Boeecrans 
wae there. Of Browns Feiry, which waa some distance down the river, or of any 
operations connected with it, I never heard General Eosecrana apeak, nor did any 
memt>er of his staff ever Bay anything in my hearing upon the subject. 

The first intimation respecting Browns Ferry which 1 received waa on tbe 19th of 
October as I was leaving Chattanooga under the order of Secretary Stanton to join 
him at Louisville. After having previously taken leave of General Kosecrans, I pro- 
ceeded as promptly as possible to obey the order. I remember quite diatinctly that 
as I rode acrosa the briil^ over the Tennessee at Chattanooga and proceeded up the 
northern slope t^iward the hospital I met you there on horseback. You told me 
you bad come out with General Roeecrans and were going to reconnoiter down the 
une of the river; tliat General Bosecrans had gone m the hospital; that you had 
waited for him as long as you could, and now, without waiting any longer, you 
would ride on with me. We proceeded together until we came to tbe spot where 
the road divided, one branch going up the mountain and the other leading down 
toward the river. I took the mountain path on my way to Bridgeport, while you 
went down in the direction of Browns Ferry, and somewhere about there yon 
thought a position could perhaps be found which would enable us greatly to shorten 
tbe Toad from Bridgeport. This was tbe first time that I remember hearine of 
Browns Ferry. Indeed I never heard of it from any person but yourself until its 
occupation had been accomplished by you under General Thomas's orders. If Gen- 
eral Bosecrana had any views or designs respecting it, he could hardly have failed to 
inform me, and I should have promptly conveyM the information to headquarters 
at Washii^ton. 

After a careful study of the documents in the caee and after reviewing my own 
recollection, I remain convinced that the credit of planning as well as executing the 
occupation of Browns Ferry belongs to you alone. 
I remain, very sincerely, yours, 

CHAR1.KS A. Dana. 

Attention has been called to the error in tbe statement of General Rosecrans with 
reference to Colonel Stanley, Eighteenth Ohio, and tbe boats ma^le at Chattanooga. 
These boats were made by the battalion of Michigan engineers under Capt. Ftrrin 
V. Fox. 

The subjoined letter of Captain Fox will throw some light on the xecond bridge made 
at Chattanooga. The third bridge was the one Rosecrans and Colonel Stanley, 
according to the North American Review, were so bard at work upon when the 
former waa relieved from command. 

Captain Fox (now colonel) in his statement agrees with the dispatch of Rosecrans 
to Halleck October 18, that the second bridge was not completed when Thomas 
assamed command. 

Grand Rapids, Mien., Jvne 1, 18SS. 

Dbas Gbneral Smith; I have your favor of the 29th ultimo, in answer to mine of 
the 18th. 

I regret exceedingly that I failed to answer some of the questions you asked. I 
have just received yours of March 6 last and now make the effort to do so^ and ia 
supplementary to mine of the 18th ultimo, which you can arrange to emt your 
purpose. 

General Rosecrans gave me verbal orders to construct a pontoon bridge east of 
Cameron Hill, as I have stated. Upon completion of said bndge he gave me verbal 
orders to run the two sawmills and get out a second bridge, as I have stated. He 
never gave me orders personally or otherwise to make a third bridge for any place — 
the boats and equipage for thesecond bridge were not completed when he wss relieved. 
You were the first person that fold me about the plan to place tbe bridge at Browne 
Ferry, and in confidence, as I have stated. I will not change my statement in regard 
to Col. T. E. Stanley's part in the affair. 

General Bosecrans never intimated to me where the second pontoon bridge would 
be laid, but I supposed it was to be ready for any emergency. I know he never said 
anydiing about Browns Ferry to me personally or indirectly. 

Now, General, please inform me if there m any point unanswered and what it ia. 
My rheumatism is slowly improving. 

Yonrs, sincerely, Pkebin V, Fox, 



GenMul Rosecr&nB ttsaertiR that fieiMtral Thomatt gave explicit testimony ia his 
behalf on tliat question and his mis<]uotatifiii is given above. The terme in whicli 
Thoai*e is spoken of in that tonne<;tioii precludes any attempts at impeaching any 
t«stJniony of General Thomas. Now, in addition to the orders published by Thomas, 
which will be given in the appendix, I will quote from General Thomas, who says 
of this operation; "To Brig. Gien. W. F. Smith, chief enpneer,' should be accorded 
great praise tor the ingermily which conceived and the abHity which executed the movemeid 
of Browns Ferry.' When the bridge was thrown at Browns Ferry on the morning of the 
27th, the surprise was as great to the army within Chattanooga as it was to the army 
besi^ng it from without. " With every one who has studied the character of General 
Thomas that testimony must sweep away any unsupported statements of Rosecraos, 
made twenty-two years after the events, and which heridea are not in unison with 
bis testimony given but two years after. General Boynton's remarks in his guide to 
the National Military Park call for some little attention. 

Takii^ op his story at October 13, he aays: "Ten days before, Wheeler had 
destroyed nearly 200 wagons. * * * The opening of the river to the latter point 
(Bridgeport) therefore became imperative." That idea occurred to some people as 
earlyssSeptemberSO, before Wheeler's raid was b^un. AlsothatRosecrans's order 
of October 1 mentioned that "Hooker was to move toward Chattanoi^a." That is 
not correct; no movement was specified. But assiuning that General Boynton tried to 
give the spirit of that order, it would prove conclusively that General Bosecrans had 
no intention of having a cooperative movement into Lookout Valley, for titere wai 
not a boat at Chattanooga at that lime for a bridge into that wiifey. Therefore, Browns 
Ferry was not in question. 

Now, on the 12th of October, we find Bosecrans had hoped to have Hooker move 
with a division from Bridgeport to Shellmound, about 7 miles, with a brigade 
pushed as far as Whiteside, about 10 miles farther, but still several miles from Look- 
out Valley— no orders to the engineer department, none to any supporting column, 
no bridge material, therefore no thought of a cooperative movement, and so no 
thought as yet of Browns Ferry. 

"That day (the 19th) he (General Bosecrans) rode with Gen. William F. Smith, his 
chief engineer, and Gen. J. J. Beynolds, his chief of staff, making a general exanu- 
nation looking to selecting a point below Lookout Mountain for throwing the bridges, 
and a special examination of Browns Ferry, where the hridge was finally thrown." 
Winding up with this positive assertion: "The plan was that of General Hosecrans. 
The details were left to General Smith." 

Gieneral Beynolds writes to me that he and others were on that ride; he does not 
mention any names, though Major Bond says he was of the party. 

General Beynolds, however, says they went to a battery on high ground where 
there was directly opposite on Lookout Movmtain a rebel battery. That applies to 
I(Ioccas»n Point, and no other point on the river, and Merrill's map gives that point 
a» Browns Ferry. 

■ General Boynton further says that on the 19th the order was again given by Hose- 
ctads for t% trftops at Bridgeport to be ready to move. No such order of that date 
is in existence or was ever issued. 

Also that on the same n^ht (19th) "General Thomas directed General Hooker te 
be ready to o6ey th^ order given him in llie morning by General EoMcrang." 

That account of General Thomas's onJw of October 18th le much like General Rose- 
c^sji quotation from General Thomas's report, which has been given before. 
.'Thomas said; "You will use all possible dispatch in concentrating your command 
and prepcuing to move in accordance with the instructions of General Bosecrans." 

' Report on Conduct of War, Supplement Vol. 1, page 119. 

' How does that exiHession agree with the misquotation Rosacrans ^ves from the 

■port of Thomas. Ante, page 102. 
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Na raferance t« an^ onlw oi the morning, for there had been none. The order of 
TbooMW could have raierrad to but ons order of RoMcraue, and that was dated 
Ootobar 17,' and looked aa little like a mvve across the river at Bridgeport as any 
(Wiler to move In on entirely different direction could look. 

On the 22d ot October Thomaa had been three days in command, and having then 
a^{Hroved ttw plan given by me to him taleg»phed to Ualleck:' "Hope to move 
Hookw in a low days to-^iea the wagon road and r^Iroad from here to Bridgeport." 

On the 23d, before the arrival of Grant, Thomas' iHdered the concentiBtion of 
Hooker's command, Betting forth that he was to operate on the south side of the 
Tennessee, and that a force would cooperate with him at Browns Ferry. 

When Thomas gave the order to move there wSd no doubt about where ne was to 
move, the purpose for which itte move waa made, or the nature of the support 
Hooker would And in Lookout Valley. 

I have now given every ordw or M^geetion of Roeetn'ane, and such information 
and Buggeetions from Mr. Dans, General Meigs, or others, looking toward any 
isi^i>vemeute or shortening of the line of supplies from Bridgeport to Cliattanooga. 
tbame taken lugether show distinctly tbat Bosecrans never had any plan for recovet^ 
ing the short line which he ever commimicated to TTiomas, to the chief of engineers 
of the Department of the Cumberland, to the Assistant Secretary of War, to General 
Hookw, or to the captaia of the battalion of en^eera which made all the bridges 
from September to November, 1S63. Boaaerans, in his dispatch to Hooker of Octo- 
ber IT and to Halleck October 19, hmked lorward, the first toward the arrival of 
Shemutn's forces, and the latter to that same, and other, as he thought, necessary 
reenforcements, and also to the taking of X^Mkout Mountain as necessary to the 
raeovery ot the short Use. HeoouldRothavestayed at Chattanooga until Sherman's 
antral, let alone the conditions hiBert«d In hie dispat«h of the 19th, after he was 
relieved. These conditions would have taken months to establish. 

TUotoMa took eight da^ to open the river with just what materials and forces 
Eosecrans had left to him. 

It was only after Boeecrans's paper in the North Amwioia Review appeared that 
I ever took any stepa towftrd vindicating my claims to the credit of the whole move- 
laflBt At the time, no one in the Army of tlie Cumberland gave the credit to any 
obar pHsec, and 1 ms antirriy vitUi^ to let aiy ootionB drift into history in an 
ordinary way. Of late it has become a. question almost of veracity between me and 
certain other persons who are not willing to let the ofBcial record make the history 
of the war, bnt set np ex pari^ statements based on nothing. 

The official notice of this operation is pven in the subjoined correspondence and 
orders: 

Iiima.to Sear^ry of War.' 

Chattanooga, October S4, 1S6S — 10 a. m. 
Gnnt arrived last nif^t, wet, dirty, and well. He is juat going to reconnoiter an 
important position which Genwal Smith has discovered at the mojth oi Lookout 
VsUey* uid which will beoccupied from, here simultaneously with Hr ker'soccupa- 
tioa (rf Baccoon Uonutain. This ntOYBtoent will probably take place \. ith>n thiee 
days, 

' That order was to protect the nulraad and cooeaatrate as much as possible, but 
with a view to meeting Bragg, who was then supposed to be making preiiarations to 
cross the river above Chattanooga. Hooker obeyed the order by puttmg the Twelfth 
Corps in chane of the railroad from Tantalon to Bridgeport, and the Eleventh 'iorpa 
was stretched from Bridgeport to Andersons, in the direction which Hooker woi'M 
hav» trten to meet Bragg. Bosecrana looks forward in that order to moving Hooker 
''■(wording to drcnmataiuiee" when Sherman arrives, unlees forced before that to 
move-to meet Bra gg' s crooring -that ia, th*t then he mi^t cron at Bridgeport. 

' Vol. 64, p. 7aO. 

• Vol. 54, p. 42. 

•Vol. 64, p. 70. 
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October 25, 1863—11 a. m.* 
The force which will itobh at Bmwns Feiry to otriipy the manielon, at Ihe moath 
of Lookout Valley, will (wneiet of three brigades, ot whifh the first, under Hazen, 
will proceed to the spot in the pontoouB of which the bridge to be thrown acroffl 
there will be composed. The other two march, the distance being about 4 miles, 
and all are to be on the ground before Tuesday morning. This exjiedition to Look- 
out Valley will probahlv be commanded by General Smith. Reconnoiesance yester- 
day showed the rebels nave only a cavalry picket at Browns Ferry, and no force oa 
the Duunelon. Cold, cloudy, no rain. 

C. A. Dasa. 
Hon. K M. Stanton, Seerftary of Wnr. 

General Thomas reported the affair.' 

Chattanoooa, Tenn., Oetobersn, 186S — ll.SOp. m. 

(Received 9 p,m.,28tii.) 
Gen. WUUam F. Smith, commanding Hazen'a brigade, Sheridan's division, Fourth 
Corps, and Turchin's brigade, Baird's division, Fourteenth Corps, floated boats of 

Entoon bridges down the river from Chattanooga to Browns Ferry, 6 miles below; 
ided, surprised and drove off the enemy's pickets and reserves; took possession of 
the hills commanding debouches of the ferry on southwest aide, and laid bridge and 
intrenched the command stronglv enough to hold the bridge securely. 

By the judicious precautions taken byGenemi Smith before starting, and the intel- 
ligent cooperation of Generals Turchin and liazen, commandii^ tirigades, and Col-' 
one! Stanlev, of the Eighteenth Ohio, commanding boat party, this was a complete 
success, ana reflected great credit on all concerned. 
Our loes, 4 kiUed, 15 wounded; enemy, 8 killed, 6 prisoners, and several wounded. 
General Hooker, commanding troops composii^ Eleventh Corps and part of 
Twelfth, marched from Bridgeport at daylight to-day to open road from Bric^port 
to Chattanooga and take some position protecting river. • • • 

If General Hooker is as successful as General Smith hae been, we shall in a few 
days have open commimication with Bridgeport by water, as well as by a practicahle 
road running near the river on the north bank. 

Geo. H. Thomas, 
Major-Oeneral, Onmnunding Departmenl. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hallbck, 

(ieneral in Chief. 

Chattasoooa, October S8, 186S — 8 p. m. 
General Thomas's plan for securing the river and south side road hence to Bridge- 
port has proved eminently sncceaaful. The question of supplies may now be regaraed 
as settled.' * * * 

U. 8. Grant, Major-Genend. 
Maj. G«n. H. W, Hallbck, 

Oeneral in Odef. 

Thamat to SalUek. 

Chattanooga, Tenn., October S8, 1863 — 11 p. m. 
Hooker reached Browns Ferry to-day about 3 jt. m.* Met with no serious opposi- 
tion. The enemy still hold Lookout Mountain in considerable force. The wsgon 
road is now open to Bridgeport. We have besides two steamboats, one at Bridgeport 
and one here, which will be started to-morrow. We have also another steamboat 
here undergoing repairs; will be ready for work as soon as portions of her machinery 
(sent for to Nashville) arrive. Bg this operation we have gained (too %Bag<m roads am 
the river lo get mpplieBby,Bnd 1 hope in a few days to be pretty well supplied. » • * 

Oeneral Tlun/iaa order» (ftonis.* 
OBnRRB.] 

Headquarters Department of the Cumberland, 

ChaOanooga, November 1, 18SS. 
The general commanding tenders bis thanks to Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith and the 
officers and men of the expedition under his command, consisting of the brigades pf 
Brig. Gen. Turchin and Hazen, the boat parties under Col. T. E. Kanley, EighleenU) 

■VoLM, p. 71. 'Vol. 54, p. 56. ' Vol. 54,' p. 68. - 
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Ohio Volunteers, and the pioneer bridge faxty, Captain Fox, Michigan Engineers, 
for the Bkill and cool gallantry displayed in eecuring a permanent lodgment on the 
eonth aide of the river at Brown's Ferry, and in puttin^in poeitioa the pontoon bridge 
on the night of the 26th instant. The siuxeg^faC execution of this dvty vxn attended with 
the moil important reaulls in obtaining a safe and eaey commuTOcaiiim mlh Bridgeport, and 
thortening our fine of mppliet. 

By conunand of Major-General Thomas. 

General Obdbbs, \ Hbadquabters Dbfabthbnt of the Oumbbblaitd, 

No. 265. J Chattanooga, Term., November 7, 186S. 

The recent movements resulting in the eetablifihment of a new and short line of 
communication with Bridgeport, and the poeeeeeion of the Tenneesee Biver, were of 
ao brilliant a character aa to deserve special notice.'- * * * 

By command of Maj. Gen. Geo. H. Thomas. 

C. GODDABD, 

Amtlatd Ai^vtanl-OeneraL 
In a later report General Thomas says;' 

To Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith, chief engineer, should he accorded great praiae for the 
ingenmig vihick concaved and the abilUy which executed the movement at Brotim's Ferry- 
* * * When the bridge was thrown at Brown's Ferry on the morning of the 27tb, 
the surprise waa as great to the army within Chattanooga as it woe to the army beeeig- 
ii^ it from without. 

Chattanooga, October £8, ISSS — ^p. m. 
Everything perfectly successful. The river ia now open, and a short and good road 
in our poeseBSiou along the south shore. We had an ineigniflcant skirmish near 
Wauhatchie. The great success, however, is General Smith's operation at the mouUi 
of Lookout Valley. Its brilliancy can not be exaggerated.' 

. [C. A. Dana.] 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 

HEADQCARTBaS MlUTABV DIVISION OP THtt MiasISSIPFI, 

Chailanooga, Teim., Novemhef IS, 1S6S. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 
Sw; I would respectfully recommend that Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith be placed flnrt 
on the list for promotion to the rank of major-general. He is possessed oi one of the 
clearest military heads in the Army; is very practical and industriouB; no man in the 
service is better qualified than be is for our largest commands.* 
I have the honor, etc., 

U, S. Grant, 
Mi^-Oeneroi. 

Feeling confident, from the orders, letters, and dispatches given herewith, that 
there was no question about the authorship of the plan, and that in the encomiums 
of my superior ofBcets I had received all the credit due to my fonuitous reconnais- 
sance, and the plan evolved from it, I was, as has been before s^d, content to let the 
matter pass into history on the case as made by the Official Record. I now leave the 
history of the movement to be written in such a way ae may be seen by the historian 
to be in accordance with the indisputable facts. 

As an appendix to this paper I give extracts from the reports of Bragg and Long- 
street, giving their views of the situation before and after the 27th of October, 1863. 

The suggestion of a movement by our right' immediately after the battle to the north 
of the Tennessee and thence upon Nashville require notice only because it will find a 
place on the files of the Department. Such a movement was utterly impossible for 
want of transportation. Nearly half our army consisted of reenforcementa just before 
the battle without a wagon or an artillery hoise, and nearly, it not quite, a third of 
the artillery horses on the field had been lost. The railroad bridgee, too, had been 

'Vol.54, p. 68. 

• Vol. 1, p. 398. History of the Army of the Cumberland by Van Home. 

■Vol. 54, p. 72. 

'Vol. 66, p. 122. 

»E., vol. 61, p. 37. 
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destroyed to a potnt sooth of BlnKRold, and on *li tbe road from CI«*«taBd to Knox- 
vilk. To Ui«Be InmmMKtiinMe dlAcaltJee vera nddwl tb« entire atoBence of meuu 
to croBi the river except by fordine at t, few prvcuiom pr^tn too deep f<w vtilleir 
an'! the well-known danger of sadden Hmb, djt which all conunvaJcMioa wonid be 
cut, B oontinsen^ wliicrh did actoallT faappen a fiew di^fl after the vimvamy scheme 
WHH proposed. But the most eerioue objection to the p ro poat tto n vn ha entire want 
of military propriety. It abandoned to th« «a««ny o a t WiU fB Une of commpnicaMon 
and laid oi>en to him our depots of supplies, while it jtlaced na with greatly inferior 
force beyond a difBcott and at times impaHsable rivpr, in a country aSordlne no sub- 
sistence to men or animals. It also left open to the enemy, at a distancetn onlv 10 
miles, onr battlefield with tfaonnnds of our wounded (Bd faia own, «m1 all the trophies 
and unpplieo we had won. All t*ii8wa»to beriHked andgfremopterwtoat? To gain 
enemy's rear and Cut him oH fmn his depot of SDwlies by the routeovevthe 
intains, when the very movement abandoned to bis nninMested uae the bMter 
and more practicable route of half the length on the south side of the river. It is 
hardly neca«ary to say the propoeitdon was not even entertained, whatever may 
have been the inferen(« drawn mtra subeeqnent moveaaeuts. 
I am, air, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant, 

Bmktdn Baaaci, GeneroL 
On this queetion Biagg had other and very Bonad views,' as appears from the 
following extract in the nme n^imt: 

* * * As aoon as it was seen that we could be snbristed the army was moved 
forward to seize and hold the only communication the enemy had witli his supplies 
in the i«ar. Hw most important road and the ihortat bg }w^ to Ms ftepof at BiiOr^pori 
lay <ilono the »outh ftant of the Tennessee. The holding of this all-important ronte w«h 
confidea to LieutenantrGeneral Longstreet'B command, and its pouetaon forced 6it 
enema to a mad doable the latgth over two ranget of mmtntaim by wagon trrmgportaHon. 
At tne same time our cavalry, in large force, was thrown across the river to operate 
on this lotw and difficult route. Thete di*poeition», failhfiilly mtlained, mmred the 
enemy's speedy evaewxtian. of Chattanooga/or wotU offboa and forage. Possessed of the 
shortest Toad to his depot, and the one by which reenf orcements must reach him, we 
hdd him at our merty, aitd hu destnuiSon wa* only a qaeBtian of time. 

Longttretl to Beent.' 

Ocn>BB27, 1«68. 
The position Just tektm by the enemv is the ridge along the river bank, nmr 
Browna Ferry. The position can beattacsedon the 'Sank by abontaoompany front, 
in front by aline covMing the entire front. • • • Any force thatmaybedeMgnsd 
to attack it will be obliged to pass under the batteries on the TAiher ^de or up by 
Trenton. The only disposition that I have made ia to draw the brigade that was on 
the other side of Lookout Mountain close into the foot of the mountain. 

lA/itgstreel't report.' 

About October 31 Lieutenant-Genera! Hardee, Hajor-Gencral Brt^kinridge, and 
myself were ordered to examine this position witii a view to a general battVe. It wai 
dwjided that an attack was impracticable; that the only ronte by which our tro(^ 
could reach the field waa a difficult mountain road, only practicable tor infantry and 
entirely exposed to the enemy's batteries on the other aide ol the river. His posi- 
tions were connected byashortandeasy route, while onrs would have been separated 
by ft mountain, impassable to artillery except by a detonr of some 80 mifw, a"" 
hardly practicable for infantry. Our position wasso faulty that we could not accoo- 

Elish that which waa hoped for. We were trying to starve the enemy out by invesbng 
im on the only side from which he could not have gathered miptwes. 

On the subject of the last sentence Bragg says; 

That disastrous loss of these advantages and our subsequent operations in coi>^ 
quence must be the subject of a future communication.' (See Braf^'s report quot^ 
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aSHIKAL SMITH' B TBIBD PKESSNTATIOIT. 

[From ChatUnooKS Times, September IB, 1S95.] 

Grea. H. V. Bayataa hea reviewed with apparent eeverity, in the Philadeiphia Star 
of August 16, a pamphlet recently published by me on the reopening of the Tenneseee 
River, near Chattanooga, in 1863. 

In order to set the eitiuktlon clearly before anyone deeiroue of studying the eubject, 
it is neccsffiiry to make an explanation aa to what was absolutely required to free the 
Army of the Cumberland from the seemingly hopeless position in which it stood from 
the 12th to the 27th of October of 1863. 

The giving up of Lookout Mountain an the 24th of September, 1663, lost to the 
army at Chattanot^a the short road to Bri<^port, the supply depot of the army, 
and the use of the Tennessee River between the two places named above. The road 
thus given up, across Lookout Valley to Bridgeport, was about 28 miles. The abort- 
est of the new roads was about double that length and over Waldens Ridge, with its 
1,200 feet of altitude. It soon became evident to the careful observer that no army 
could be supplied over such a long and rugged road for any length of time. The 
pinch began about the 10th of October and rapidly increased nndl the relief came 
on the 28th of that month. It took no military knowledge to see that a shorter line 
mnet be acquired or the army must leave Chattanooga. The only shorter line was 
the whole or part of that which had been given up. To gtun that required oneof 
three ptaos — first, to r^ain the whole line by the recapture and holding of Lookout 
Mountain, a mountain wall protecting the road and river to Bridgeport; second, the 
acquisition of, with power to liold it, the valley of Lookout Creek, with the passes in 
Raccoon Mountain, through which valley and pasees ran the road, and around which 
raa the river; third, the holding of the northern end of Raccoon Mountain on the 
river and the passes in that mountain, thus protecting Bridgeport and the river as 
far as Raccoon Mountiun. 

No other plan except driving Bragg away from bis lines near Chattanooga was 
posabla. 

The third plan would not liave acquired the road through Lookout Valley, but jt 
would have g^ven to the army the use of the river to the northern end of Raccoon 
Mountain, and from there a wagon road on the right or northern bank of the river 
of about 4 miles in length would have reached Chattanooga. There was opposite 
the point of Bacooon Mountain an island o( about 2 milee in length, which would 
have afforded a cover for steamboats and depots, protecting them in a great measure 
from the artillery fire of the enemy. 

The first plan required to carry it out a battle and a victory; and Lookout Moun- 
tain was an almost impi^nable natural fortress. 

The second and third plans required a lodgment — a bridge connecting that lodg- 
ment with the Army of the Cumberland — and prompt support from a column moving 
from Bridgeport. No lodgment either in Lookout Valley or at Raccoon Mountain 
could be effected in the face of serious opposition to the landing of the boats, and 
the only hopeful way was by a surprise. 

On the 19th of October, 1863, 1 left Chattanooga to go down and examine the country, 
with a view to carrying out the third of the above plans— that is, to see if we could 
Qod on Raccocm Mountain a suitable place to effect a lodgment, and then use Wil- 
liams Island for a place to land and shelter stores. I followed the road from Chat- 
tanooga to where it turns up over Waldens Ridge, and then kept the river road to 
below Williams Island, where I began my examination. To be of any value it had 
to be very carefully made, and, thoi^h I had left Chattanooga at 8 o'clock, it vaa, ^ 
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think, after 3 o'clock before I reactied the head of Willutna Island. I had fonnd 
nothing of value, &nd, accepting the failure, had,tnm«d my horse's head toward 
Chattanooga, when I caught iight of a small earthwork above me on the river. 
CoriouB to know why a battery should be posted there, I rode into the work and asked 
the captain why he was there. He replied, to prevent a craflsiug at Browns Ferry. 

I was attracted by the lay of the land, and, finding from the captain that the 
pickets were on good terms, I went to the waters' edge and spent an honr or more 
there, until I could see nothing more for the darkness. I estimated the width of the 
river, the velocity of the current, the distance to the smoke of the picket reserves, 
and scanned closely theoppoeite hills, to see if they could be scaled, and thegorge, to 
see if it could be cleared of the enemy by artillery. 

This point was not, strictly speaking, in Lookout Valley, bnt was only abont 3 
miles from the railroad there, and through a compaiatjvely good, smooth, coontry. 
A lodgment effected there and held until a bridge could be laid would be then placed 
securely under the protection of the army, lees than 3 miles away at Chattanooga, 
and any hostile force attempting to hold the passes in Haccoon Mountain could be 
attacked in flank by the troops from Chattanooga. The Bridgeport reenforcements 
once through the passes. Lookout Valley could h6 held even at the risk of a general 
engagement. (See Longstreet's report, Official Becord, vol.* 54, pp. 218-221.) 

This operation, however, belonged to plan No. 2, and I had started ont to examine 
localities for plan No. 3. The examination for one drifted into the other, as I have 
explained, and that is why in a former paper, from which I copied in my late pam- 
phlet, I called ita "fortuitous reconnoissance." In my report of November, 1S63, 1 
naturally gave the whole day's work as a part "of the operations for making a lodg- 
ment on the sooth side of the river at Browns Perry." 

Upon going bock to headquarters this thought was with me: Everything depends 
apon a surprise. If that is not efiected the troops will be seriously beaten. Some 
risk, however desperate, has to he taken to save us. 

Arriving at headquarters I found that General BosecranB bad been relieved, and I 
bad no talk with him on the subject. 

The next morning, on reporting to General Thomas, Z was directed to throw a 
second bri<^ at Chattanooga. I asked him to delay the order until he had consid- 
ered my plan for a movement to reopen the river, and detailed it to him. I am sore 
that he did not then attribute the plan to anyone else, for in two or three hours lie 
sent for me to say that be had been told that I was simply seeking notoriety in a trig 
list of killed and wounded, and that he would lose two of his best brigades— the 
force I asked for. 

After I had talked with him furtherabout the matt«r, I was told to go ahead with 
the preparations. This was on the 20th, and his orders to Hooker were dated Octo- 
ber 23 and were expUcit as to what was to be done at both ends of the line. There 
was in this case no order for Hooker to move without a corresponding order for 
troops to effect a lodgment— supporting batteries and a bridge party. Compare it 
with Rosecrane's orders to Hooker—accompanied by no order to the engineers and 
no orders for a det^l of troops to capture and hold a fooling on the south bank. 

General Boynton, in his paper, speaks of a withdrawid of a pamphlet formerly pub- 
lished by me, averring that my friends told me that it was short in proofs from the 
record. That was news to me. 

When my attention was called to Bosecrans'a paper in the North American Review, 
which attacked Grant for claiming the plan of the movement to reopen the riv^, and 
set himself up as the author, I did not suppose that such a violent attack would have 
been published without convincing proof, and thereforein my pamphlet, I, asit were, 
made Grant "a party to the suit," showing that Mr. Dana had tel^raphed the plan 
to Stanton before Grant had arrived at Chatlanooea. 

^Should be serial number. 

< ,y Go Ogle 
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After a few copies had been dietributml, I found that Ixith before and after the 
movement Grant had telegraphed to Halleck calling it a plan of Thomas's. I, of 
course, stopped the distribution of the pamphlet, as to include General Gi^nt as a 
sinning party was to "beattheair." General Boyntun says my chief reliance in my 
pamphlet ie upon tlie Merrill map of 8epteml)er S, 1863, in which Browne Ferry is 
put down at Moccasin Point and the place where the bridge was thrown is called 
Williams Ferry. When that map was sent to me, about a year and a half ago, I 
became interested in it because it explaineii certain statements of Rosecrans which I 
bad never before been able to explain in any but a noncomplimentary way to Rose- 
crans. It explained some discrepanciea l>etween his statement before the committee 
in 1865 and hia paper in the North American Review in 1885. Notwithstanding 
Cieneral Boynton's reiterated assertion, my utmost research has never been able to 
find a map from the engineer department of the Army of the Cumberland published ' 
after Merrill's map of September 8, 1863, mitil my map of that year, which naturally 
had the place where the bridge was thrown called Browns Ferry, because that was 
the name given to me. Nor did any person ever call my attention to such a map. 
1 assume that General Boynton has some aathority for such statements. To attempt 
to make capital out ot my own map, made after the events had long passed, and in 
which I had corrected the error in Merrill's map, seems hardly worthy of thesubject. 

To General Stewart, commissioner of the National Park, I was indebted for infor- 
mation as to the names of the ferries in the vicinity of Chattanooga. I learned that 
I was correct in calling the ferry where the bridge was thrown Browns Ferry. I 
might have learned the same thing had I carefully read Longstteet'sreportof October 
27, 1863. 

General Boynton refers to an apparent contradiction in General Thomas's state- 
ments. He can account for them as he pleases. The statement with reference to 
me is explicit, and will not bear the doctoring he has given it The concise expres- 
sion used by General Thomas with reference to me I first saw in Chaplain Van 
Home's history of the Army of the Cumberland. Chaplain Van Home was the 
friend of Thomas, to whom he confided all his papers, (See Van Home's entire 
account, which is most interesting.) Were I a«ked to explain the discrepancy I 
should say that General Tbomas could have had no personal knowledge of the matter, 
and mnst have taken it as Mr. Dana on October 4 took Eosecrans's statements about 
the bridge for the river at Lookout Creek, as Hr. Dana also took the story on the l4th 
about the concentration of Hooker's command, viz, that Bosecrans told him so. 
That Thomas was wroi^ about the boats is shown by a dispatch of Eosecrans's 
dated October 18, in which he says: "Our pontoon bridge restored " — that is, the 
bridge at Chattanooga, which bad been broken for three days — "boats lor a second 
under way ' ' — that is, for a second bri<^ at Chattanooga, which proves that Thomas 
had been misinformed, and that as late aa the 18th, the day before Thomas assumed 
command, there was no bridge being constmcted for Lookout Valley. The sneer, 
therefore, at Captain Fox for saying that he was making a brii^, but had no knowl- 
edge where it was to go, is without reason. 

It is just as well to be uninformed, like Oaptain Fox, as to be misinformed, as was 
General Thomas. 

Genera! Boynton says "upon General Hooker's arrival at Bridgeport theneit day 
(October 1) General Rosecrans ordered him tocroBS the Tennessee and move toward 
Chattanooga, to cooperate in opening the river. This order was repeated on the 12th 
and f^un on the 19th, the day Gieneral Rosecrans was removed." It is generally 
assumed that in cases like this correct quotations will be made. Let ns see how 
General Boynton carries out this assumed rule of ethics. I quote from the record: 
"Put down a pontoon bridge and make immediate preparations for crossing your 
command at that point." Nothing said about Cbattanoc^ and as little s^ about 
any cooperation to open the river. 

20002—01 8 r- i 
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The order •>{ the 13lh, U> which reference is made in the above quotation, is aa fol- 
Iovb: "Can you have reaily aoolunm of one lii vision tomoveup toShel1mouiid,aiid 
push an advance brigade to Whiteeidee, to Htart by daylight in the momiag? They 
can take ten daj'e' rations in haversack and knapsack; aiiHwer." There was no order 
in that — no order, certainly, forcooperation in opening the river. There was no order 
published by Rosecrans for any concentration on " the 19th, the day General Bose- 
crans was removed." It is very difficult to maintain a discussion on a matter like 
this, when one party makes up orders to suit his case as he goes along. I denied in 
my pamphlet the existence of such an order from Boaecraos or any reference to it 
in the order of (ieneral Thomas of that date. In hie review in the Star General 
Boynton says I denied the existence of tlie order of General Thomas of the 19th, 
while the fact is that I c[uote the order. In proof of his statement. General Boynton 
quotes, aa he says, from the testimony of Thomas, as to what that last orderof Rose- 
crans's meant. Rosecians' s last order to Hooker as to concentration is dated the 17tli, 
and that had reference to a movement of his forces in case Bragg crossed the river 
to the north of Chattanooga, and had not a word to say about ' ' opening the commn- 
nicatioDS with Chattanooga by river and rail." I have given that order in full in 
my pamphlet, and there is no necessityforexplainiiigitsmeaning, for it is as explicit 
as the English language can moke it. 

General Boynton says that the claim that, Rosecrane "rode onthe 10th of October to 
the ferry opposite Lookout," designated on the progress map as Browns Ferry, with 
a view of throwing a bridge there, is " preposterous to the last degree, as anyone 
familiar with the ground will admit He could only have ridden there at the immi- 
nent risk of hifl life; and aa to the throwing a bridge at that point for the purpose of 
transporting supplies, it was simply impossible without a general engagement. The 
point was within rifle range of the Confederate infantry * * * and within close 
rangeot the enemy's field artillery, posted in inaccessible pofdiiona. No bridge conld 
have existed there for an hour, even if an army had succeeded in establishing it," 
efe. Now it so happens that Eosecrons, in his testimony of 1865, says that on the 
4th of October, 1863, after a conference with Thomas and Garfield, and with the 
" map of Chattano<^» and vicinity" before them, selecte<i that place for his crossing, 
and had a copy of the map made and sent to Hooker to guide him. Boeecrons'e 
description fixes the place beyond doubt, and on that same day, October 4, Mr. Dans 
telegraphs that ' ' engineers are at work on a bridge to be thrown to the month of 
Lookout Creek." Ttiatwas not a fact, but that statement mnethave been gained 
front Bosecrans after the conference with Thomas and Garfield. On that same day, 
too, Garfield sends Hooker a set of maps. General Rosecrana say^ that that map (» 
copy of which was Bent to Hooker) was probably the one shown to General Grant 
on the night of his arrival, which Grant mistook for a map of the new lines to be 
taken up when Eosectans fell back. General Reynolds was present on that occasion, 
and, as he was chief of staff, that map must have been in his possession. 

Now, General Bosecrans went into the battery at Moccasin Point without great risk. 
General Beynolds says that they did visit a battery wiich conforms to that locatioOi 
and that only. General Bosecrans could not have made a proper examination to fix 
decisively upon Browns Ferry, where the bridge was thrown, without going within 
range of the rifles of the picketa; that General Reynolds does not hint at. 

General Boynton has been for some years earnestly engaged in the effort to prove 
that Chattanooga and the Army of the Cumberland would not have been lost if 
General Bosecrans had been retained in command in 1863. He has been peisiatent 
in trying to make out that Bosecrans would ^ave reopened the Tenneesee Biver by 
the same operation, and at the some place, upon which Thomas moved. His zeal is 
worthy of all praise, but, unfortunately, it is shown in direct opposition to the ttfti- 
mony of Bosecrans before the committee on llie conduct of the war, given in 1865, 
two yeare after the work w«s done, It is alwo in conflict with his dispatch to Halleck, 
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written on the 19th of October, alter he had acknowledged the receipt of the order 
placing Thomae in command. That dispatch looked forward only to opening the 
river by the recapture of Lookout Mountain, and other contingencea which would 
have taken months to faring about. 

Mr. Dana, whose position onght to have entitled him to know everything that 
RosecnuiB intended to do, telegraphe to the Secretary of War, October 16: "Our 
dazed and mazy commander can not perceive the catastrophe that is close upon ne 
or fli his mind upon the means of preventing it" 

Can anything be stronger than that? 
. I will conclude this loi^ letter by one more tel^^ram front Mr. Dana to Secretary 



Chattanooga, October S4, 1863, 10 a. m. 
Oiant arrived last ni^ht, wet, dirty, and well. He is just goii^ to reconnoiter an 
important position which General Smith has discovered at the mouth of Lookout 
Valley, and which will be occupied from here simultaneously with Hooker's occupa- 
lioa (M Btuxxton Mountain. Tbia movement will probably take place within three 
daye. 

That information Mr. Duia must liave derived from General Thomas or hia chief 
ofetafi. 

(iieneral Thomas himself must have su^eeted to General Grant this reconnoissance 
in the same terms with more of detail. 

Had General Thomas heard of tliis position from General KoeecranB would he have 
reported it to Mr. Dana as a discovery by General Smith? Would he have made the 
suggestion to General Grant that it was a discovery of mine? General Grant could 
not have understood that it was a plan of Bosecrans,- either from Bosecraos, October 
21, at Stevenson, or from Thomas at Chattanooga, for directly after he had approved 
of the plan he telegraphed to Halleck of Thomas's plan. 

Wu. FABUAit SMrrH. 



BOTltTOH BBIETLT JUTBWSBS SUTH. 

To the Editob of The Tiues: 

Betuming from the exercises attending the dedication of the National Military 
Park at Chattanooga, my attention was called to alongarticle in your journal wherein 
Gen. William F. Smith takes sharp issue with a statement of mine to the effect tliat 
the Browns Ferry movement for the relief of Chattanooga in 1863 was devised by 
Geneiat Roaecians. As everybody admits, this plan was afterwards most brilliantly 
executed byGeneralSmith, fo whom theworkingoutotallthedefailswascoraraitted. 

General Smith's claim, to Bustain which be has published two pamphlets and many 
newspaper columns, is that he alone both orit^nated the plan and executed it. 

Please allow me space to say, briefly, that this claim can not be substantiated, for 
the following sufficient reasons: 

1. General Eosecrans, upon the arrival of the head of General Hooker's column at 
Nashville, notified those directing its movements that it would operate in Lookout 
Valley. This was before the arrival of General Smith in the Western Array. Any 
cooperation from tiiat valley with the forces in Chattanooga required a pontoon 

2. Work on this bridge at once began, under an ;order from General Eosecrans 
himself, and a thousand feet of it had been completed before General Smith was 
directed by General Bosecrans to examine the river in the vicinity of Browns Ferry 
with a view to the execution of the plan for opening a short line of supplies. This 
statement is upon the authority of the officer thus ordered by General Roeecrans to 
conetmct the bridge. 
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3. Conceniing Gtmend Smith's couteDtion that General Roeecrana did not ride 
with him to Browns Feny upon the day of General Smith's flnit reconnoiBBance, bot 
rode to »n upper ferry instead. Gen. Joseph J. Reynolds of the Army, who was chW 
of etalf to Genera! Rosecrans and rode with him the day of the reconsoisBance, waa 
present at the recent dedication, and vinted Browne Ferry. Ue fully recognized the 
point where the bridge was thrown aa the one visited by General Rosecrans. Upon 
riding to a point opposite the month of Lookout Creek, farther up the stream, at 
which point General Bmith claims General Rosecrans intended to throw the bridge, 
General Reynolds was not only certwn that they did not examine that point for a 
bridge, but that, owing to its brang fully conmumded at short range from Lookout 
Uonntain, the idea of throwing a bridge there would have been prepoaterons. 

4. During the recent visit it wu determined, by evidence which can not be set 
aside and to the full satisfaction of a company of prominent officers int«re8ted in Uie 
question, that Browns Ferry, as now known, has been bo known back to the timee 
that the Indians occupied the country; that no other ferry was so known by the 
inhabitantfl of the country or by General Rosecrans'i ^rmy after its arrival at Chat 
tanooga, and that no other ferry ssisted between BrownB Ferry and Chattauoc^ 

5. Capt. W. C. Margedant, who was General Boeecraos's topograf^ical engineer, 
brought to Chattanooga and exhibited at the meeting of the Society of the Army lA 
the Cumberland photographs of the Browns Ferry crosaing and adjacent points 
taken by direction of General Rosecrans as part of the working plans for the opening 
of the river. These were taken before GeneralSmith'earrival in the Western Army. 
They have been placed at the disposal of the Society of the Army of the Cumber- 
land and will be reproduced in its forthcoming volume of proceedings. 

6. Soon after General Smith'i aseignment to duty with General RoaBcraos's army, 
on the 3d of October, 1863, employees of the coast survey from General Smith's head- 
quarter's appeared at Captain Margedant'soffice in civilians' dress and demanded bis 
maps for General Smith. Tliese he refused under a special order of General Rosecnms 
strictly forbidding the exhibition ofanymape without an order direct from the head- 
quarters of the army. The coast survey men soon returned, one of theni wearing s 
sword, and repeated their demand in the name of General Smith, and were again 
refused. Captain Margedant was then placed in arrest, by order of General Smith, 
and these officials carried off the maps they were seeking to obtain. Among these 
was one showing the river at Browns Ferry and its ahoTes, with the boats of a pon- 
toon bridge as contemplated in General Rosecrans's plan sketched in in pencil upon 
the map at the exact point where it was afterwards laid by Gemeral Smith. 

H. V. BOYNTOK. 

Wabhinoton, September 30, 1895. 



[dnclmiatl Commerclal-O&iette, Jonoaiy %, 1S9G.] 

There are thousands of veterans in all quarters of tiie land in whose eyes General 
Rosecrans is one of the chief heroes of the war. This widely scattered company of 
greybeards will not fail to challenge the recent studied attempt of an F^tem officer 
to clum tbe authorship of one of "Old Rosey's" most brilliant plans. 

For several months Gen, W. F. (Baldy) Smith has been industriously at work 
trying to convince the Eastern public that he and not General Bosecrans conceived 
the Browns Ferry movement by which the Tennessee River was opened and tbe 
•irmy at Chattanooga relieved through the establishment of a short and reliable line 
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No one has ever queHtJoned the fact that the detalle of this movemeDt were 
intrusted to General Smith soon after he reached Chattanoc^a from the East sad 
that finally they were most brilliaiitly executed under hie direction. But when he 
claims that he originated the plan he simply makes himself ridiculona in the eyee of 
till who are either informed concerning the ofBeial records relating to this afffur or 
who take the trouble to examine these records. 

Not only was the plan devised by General Rosecrans, but in pursuance of his 
orders it was well under way toward execution before General Smith arrived at 
Chattanooga. If he had never come or if he had never been born, the line of short 
supplies by way of Browns Ferry would have been as promptly opened and the 
aimy at Chattanooga as speedily relieved. And yet he has published two pamphlets 
and several newspaper colmnuB to prove that what was tally decided upon before he 
started for Chattanooga was first conceived by him some three weeks after his arrival 
at that point. 

General Smith's specific claim is that on October 18, 1863, he informed General 
Bosecrans that he would the next day make a reconnoieeance of the north bank of 
the Tennessee River below Chattanooga "to see if we could not utilize Raccoon 
Mountain," and thereupon General Rosecrana volunteered to go with him; that tbe 
next day, riding along the river by himself, he discovered Browns Ferry, which he 
insists was not then known to General Rosectans or the army, and that upon dis- 
coTering this favorable point he conceived the plan of throwii^ a pontoon bridge 
there and opening a certain and adequate line of supplies. 

The object of this article is to prove, from the official records, beyond room for 
doubt, tliat General Rosecrans planned this movement before General Smith was 
aaagned to the Army of the Cumberland and to show that this amazing attempt of 
tbe latter officer to wreet from General Bosecrans the credit of this most brilliant 
plan and appropriate it to himself has'nothing substantial to rest upon. 

The Army of the Cumberland arrived in Chattanooga from the battle of Chicka- 
tnauga during the n^ht of September 21, 1863, and in the morning of September 22. 
Two days later the river route to Bridgeport was closed by the Confederate occupa- 
tion of Lookout Mountain below the city. From that time supplies b^nn to decrease 
owing to the difficulties of transportation over the mountain roads from Bridgeport, 
and by the middle of October the situation had become serious and the question of 
holding the city turned on the problem of supplies. The claim of General Smith, in 
its essence, is that the great Army of the Cumberland, which in spite of low rations 
woe in high heart and as confident as ever of its prowess under the command of 
Bosecrans — a genius in plannii^ as well as executing — ably assisted by George H. 
Thomas and the long array of notable subordinates who rendered that army illostri- 
ous, lay helpless and hopeless at Chattouot^a, slowly starving to death and grimly 
waiting for its last gasp, when suddenly "Baldy," the great deliverer, arrived and 
showed these eminent but now thoroughly prostrated and imbecile officers how to 
extrioite themselves from their desperate situation and save their army. 

TTufortunately for this romance the official records tell a very different story and 
tell very little about "Baldy" until after the plan had been turned over to him to 



Tbe misleading title of Gen. " Baldy " Smith's juggling with the records is: The 
Reopening of tbe Tennessee River near Chattanooga, October, 1863, as Belated by 
Moj. Gen. George H. Thomas aud the Official Record. Compiled and Annotated by 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. William Farmr Smith. 

If what General Thomas really did say in his well-known official papers hod been 
reproduced in this pamphlet of 40 pi^es, or even if a reasonably fair story from the 
official records had been given, the pamphlet itself would have presented a case of 
suicide on General Smith's part, as his punphlet would, in either of these cases, 
have killed his claim. 
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Beeidea glaring omisBions of vital diepatchee of General Thomas which are promi- 
nent in the volumeH front which he makes jiartial quotatioiie, there is one volume of 
the published records to which, however, he mokes no reference, which contains 

voluioiiioiis proof and the clearest proofB that the plan of reopening the river was 
folly formed l)efore General Smith started for the Western army. This is the volume 
containing the histary of the transfer of Hooker's corps from the Army of the 
Potomac to the Tennessee Biver, known in the War Becord series as the Mine Ron 
volume. Oneof twothingsmust betrue; Either General Smith has never discovered 
and read this record, or he has deliberately ignored it. 

The dedication of this misleading pamphlet is in exact keeping with the title: 
"Dedicated to the Army of the Cumberland in memory of the fortitude with which 
it endured starvation during the si^e of Chattanooga in September and October, 
1863" — and, of course, until relieved by General Smith. The army at Chattanooga 
had full rations until after the let of October, three<|uarter rations October 19, the 
day General Roeecrans was relieved, with 300,000 full rationa on band and 300 
wagons then loaded and ready to start from Bridgeport. For ten days after that the 
case was much worse, but not bad enough to carry the period of "etarvation" back 
over the month when the army had full rations. 

Before examining the development of General Rosecrans's plan for reopening the 
river to Brii^epurt by way of BrownH Ferry it is well to fix a few dates in mind. 

The Army of the Cumberland reached Chattanooga after the battle of Ghicka- 
mauga in the momii^ of Tuesday, September 22. 

September 24 Mr. Dana telegraphed Secretary Stanton that "It [Chattanooga] hu 
now been made so strong that it can only be taken by r^ular si^ie." 

General Smith did not arrive from the East until September 30, and was not 
assigned to duty until October 3. 

General Rosecrons was relieved October 19. 

General Smith claims that he discovered Browns Ferry on that day, that it was 
not known to General Rosecrans or the army up to that time, and that on that day, 
namely, October 19, he (Smith) conceived the Browns Ferry movement. 

Turning from this claim to the official records, it immediately dissolves into noth- 
ingDeee. The reference after the quotations to follow are the serial numbers and 
pages of the War Record volumes. 

SUnton to Dana, September 24—3.30 a. m. (Serial No. 48, page 150) ; 

We have made arrangemente to send 15,000 infantry, under General Hooker, frran 
here, and will have them in Nashville in five or six days from to-day, with ordeisto 
push on immediately wherever General Rosecrons wants them. 

Halleck to Rosecrans, September 24—10 a. m. (48, 151): 

The corpB of fourteen or fifteen thousand men to be Bent from here has the ngual 
amount of artillery^ but no cavalry. If the artillerv is not deemed necessary, the 
railroad transportation will be greatly diminished. Please answer. 

Rosecrans to Halleck, September 24—2 p. m. (48, 151) : 

Please send the infantry by brigades as fast as possible. Let the artillery follow at 
leisure. The great point is to have the troops at Stevenson and Bridgeport to secure 
those points and the railroad. We can hold this point if we can keep up communi- 
cation and supplies. 

Itinerary, Whitaker's brigade (60, 864, 865): 

SepUmber SS {T\if»iay). — The command was ordered [by General Rosecrans] to 
occupy the hill opposite Chattanooga, and accordingly marched over and took that 
position [Moccasin Point]. The Hinety-Bixth Illinoie Volunteers [Colonel Cham- 
pion] was sent to guard the ferry and crossing at Williams Island Ferry. 

September g4- — The rebels opened fire on CSlonel Champion's men and took the 
ferryboat that was being floated down the river. The balance of the brigade wM 
moved down to the ferry, the boat was retaken, and the command was distrilnited 
along the river between Browns and Williams ferries. 
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Gienera,) Smith coutenda that Genera! Roeecrans only knew of one ferry and did 
not know of the real Browna Ferry at all up to October Ifl. 

September S4- — Whitaker, from Moccasin Point, to Stoedman (52,828): 

The One hundred and fifteenth lUinoie Volunteers, one section of the Eighteenth 
Ohio Battery, at Browne Ferry, 3 miles below the position of Colonel Champion. 
The latter was: 

"Directly oppoaite the base of Lookout Mountain, protectii^ the ferry." 

The Eleventh Illinois and ■ he battery were, by order of General Rosecrans, goard- 
ing Browns Ferry, where the pontoon bridge waa atterwarda thrown. 

This same day Whitaker was reporting to and receiving ordera direct from General 
Boeecrans in regard to the poeitiona he occupied on the river and the operations at 
each (52,837,830). 

September 24, headquarters Fiftli Kentucky Cavalry, at W 11 llama' a houae (52, 834). 
This was close to WiUkms Ferry and opposite WilUama laland. 

iSsptemiw «6.— Dana to Stanton (50,201): 



This was the contemplated bridge at Browns Ferry, and General Smith did not 
arrive from the east until the week following. 

September 39—8 a. in.— Dana to Stanton (fO, 203) : 

All quiet at Bridgeport. • • • Railroad bridge there will soon be done, and 
that over Running Water also ready to put up. Hooker will first be stationed at 
Wauhatehie, in I^kout Valley. 

These bridges were contracted for by General Roeecrans before he started on the 
Chickanuu:^ campwgn. (Conduct of the War, 1865, vol. 3, p. 30, liosecrans'e cam- 
paigns.) 

iSeptemierSS.— Hooker to Eosecrans, Washington (48,159): 

The head of the colurnn left last night No transportation. I hope to have it in 
Nashville by the 1st proximo. I desire that Major-General Roaeerans will have 
orders waiting me there for the diapoaition of my force. 

September S7. — RoBecrans to Hooker (48, 164) : 

Your dis^teh received. Traina will awtut the arrival of your troops to bring the 
advance to Bridgeport, The remainder will follow to the same point Your trans- 
portation will be supplied at Bridgeport. 

September «7.— Rosecrans to Thomas A. Scott (48, 165) : 

All the eastern troops must be concentrated at Bridgeport with all possible dis- 
pateh; every effort will and must be bent to this. • * * Want to secure our 
communications. 

September ^7.— Me^ to Stanton (52, 890): 

When the troops understood to be on their way here arrive. General Rosecrans 
ejtpects to recover command of the river to Bridgeport. Supplies can then be accu- 
mulated by water. 

General Smith declares that General Meigs knew nothing of any plan of Rosecrans 
to open the river, and, curiously, concludes from this that Rosecrans could have had 
no plan. 

September ?9.— Rosecrans to Colonel Innis (48, 177): 

Strain every nerve to send through Hooker's corps; the troops must come through 
to Bridgeport. Let me know how soon those two compuiies of engineers will be 
ready; we ne«d them very much. 

These were wanted for bridge work. 

September .W.— Rosecrans to Hooker (48, 179);^ 



transportation will be r^dy for you nt Bridgeport 
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SepUtnber SO. — Hodgee, i|uart«rniaB(«r at Nashville, to ttoBecrane (52, 947) : 
Will you pleaae give me an idea of where the troops now coming in will be for the 
preeentT 
September J0.— KoeecnuiH to Ilodgee, at Naehville (52, 947) ; 
The troops coming in wil) operat* on the Ixwkout Valley line unless called norih- 

Upon this day General Smith arrived. It he gathered any correct information, he 
ascertained that Hooker was to come forward into Lookout Valley and that KDse- 
crans was preparing to throw a bri<lge to afford rommunication. Indeed, it <lid not 
require overahadowing military knowledge to see that a bridge was neceesary, and an 
ordinary incident of the plan. 

October J.— Garfield to Hooker (53, 24) : 

put down a pontoon 
'at that point 

Everything that had occurred up to this point was >)efore General Smith was 
aBBigned to duty at Ctiattanooga, which was October 3. 

October ^.— Dana to Stanton {50, 207) : 



And they were so engt^ed when General Smith went on duty. 

Because ol the formidable raid of General Wheeler on the Union line of commu- 
nicationH, which began the day General Bosecrans firet ordered General Hooker for- 
ward from Bridgeport toward Chattanooga, and which was the day of General 
Hooker's oiriyal there, the order for this movement was suspended until the move- 
ments of the enemy's cavalry should be ascertained. General Smith cites thiasos- 
pension of the order to move and then, totally ignoring and suppressing General 
Kosecrans's explanation of it, declares in his pamphlet that up to Octol>er 16 "no 
line emanating from him has squinted toward a movement to recapture Lookout 
Valley, nor has he given to Dana or Meigs any hint of such a plan being on foot." 

Yet, in explaining this order to Hooker, General Bosecrans, throi^h hia chief of 
staS, Garfield, telegraphed as follows, October 4 (53,90): 

It was the intention of the general commanding to put your force across the river 
at Bridgeport as soon as you were supplied with field transportation, and the dispatch 
of OctoDer 1 was written with that in view. • • • The general commanding 
hopes that the enemy's cavalry will soon be destroyed and that he may be able to 
bnng your whole command forward to this side of the river. I have just sent you a 
set ot maps. 

October 9. — The Eighteenth Kentucky Infantry was added to infantry and artillery 
force at Browns Ferry. 

Octofei- is.— Rosecrans to Hooker, at Stevenson (53,322): 

Can you have ready a column of one division to move up to SheUmouud and push 
an advance brigade to Whiteeides to start by daylight in the morning? They can 
take ten days' rations in havei«ack and knapsack. 

This was the second attempt to start Hooker's column for Lookout Valley. 

OcUiher lS—7.4Sp. m. (53, 322): 

I can do it, but only with infantrv. I should prefer to have a battery to accom- 
pany the column, but as the horses have just arrived I doubt if tbey will be in readi- 
ness that early. 

October i2.— Eosecrans to Hooker (53, 322): 

I will delay the order until your batteries are ready. Hasten their preparation 
and report when ready. The ODJect is to get possession of the line of the river up to 

October is.— Bosecrans to Hooker (63, 323) : 

Push Edwards to hasten on the steamboat The preparation of that is ot primary 
nipurtance, both for your movements and mine. 
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October i^— Dana to Stanton (50, 216): 

The troopB now receive but three-quarter rations. Tlie neceeeity ol opening the 
river beii^ thus imperative, General Roeecrane bsm ordered Hooker to concentrate 
hie troops preparatorj> to seizing the passes of Baccoon Mountain and occupTUig 
Bhellmound, and possibly Lookout Valley, 

This relates to the order given October 12. 

Odober 16. — Dana to Stanton (50, 219), (in reading vhich it is well to notice that 
BrownsFerryia at the head of Williams Island): 

I have juBt bad a full conversation with General Roeecrans upon the situation. He 
saye the possession of the river as far up as the head of Williams Island, at least, is a 
«in« qita nan to the holding of Chattanooga, but that it is impossible for him to make 
any movement toward gaming sach possession until General Hooker's troops are con- 
centrsted and his transportation gets up. Hooker's troops are now scattered along 
the line of the railroad and can not be got together before next Wednesday ( October 
21). The wagons most all have arrived by that time, and if the enemy does not 
interfere sooner tJie movement upon Raccoon Mountain and Lookout Valley may then 
be attempted. 

It was not until three days after this that General Smith claims to have discovered 
Browns Ferry and conceived his plan tor b bridge there. 

While Mr. Dana telegraphed on the 16th to Mr. Stanton that the movement upon 
Saccoon Mountain, which overlooks Browns Ferry, was only wtuting the appear- 
ance of Hooker, General Smith asserts that on the 18th he informed General Koee- 
crans that be would go down the river the next day " to see if we could utilize Bac- 
coon Monntain." 

Odober J9.— Roseerana to Thomas, by Tboms, aid-de-camp (63-480) : 

The general commanding directs me to notify you that he had started to recon- 
noiter the other side of the river and would probably be gone some hours. He 
wishes you to take command in the meantime. 

Ocft>6er 19. — Bosecrahs's testimony before Committee on Conduct of War, 1866, vol. 
3, page 33, Rosccrans's Campiugns: 

On the 19th of October I examined the river and selected a point for the crosBing 
of the bridge at [Browns] Ferry to connect Hooker's with the forcea at Ohatta- 
no<^a. * * * On my returning from selecting the position of the pontoon bridge 
I received orders to turn over the command of the Army of the Cumberland to 
Major-Geneial Thomas. 

Statement of Gen. J(»eph J. Reynolds, Rosecrans's chief of staff: 

Washinoton, D, C, Novatiber 19, 1894. 
Gen. H. V. Botnton. 

My Deab Gbbeeal: In reply to your note I have to state that I rode with Gen- 
eral Boeecrans, by his direction, from Chattanot^a, on a reconnoissancCj the object 
of the trip being, as I remember it, to.select a pomt where a pontoon bndge should 
be laid, crossing the Tennessee River, below Chattanooga, The point selected, as I 
have always uudenrtood, was where the bridge was subsequently placed, and where 
a ferry had been established for years and known as "Browns Ferr^." 

We returned from the ride shortly before sunset — the exact hour in the day I can 
not recall. The date is settled in my mind by the following circumstances; 

When we reached General Rosecrans's headquarters we met, on the porch. Gen. 
Gordon Granger. He greeted us, and stopped me as General Rosecrans passed into 
Uie house, ana said to me: "The old man has been relieved, and General Thomas is 
in command." This was the first intimation we had of this order, as we bad left 
before it was received. The date was the l&th of October, 

Very truly, yours, J. J. Rbyholdb. 

Statement of Maj. Frank S. Bond, chief aid to General Rosecrans; 

My recollections as to the ride with General Rosecrans October 19, the day on 
which he was relieved from command of the Army of the Cumberland, are not very 
clear as to everything that occurred, and this is nardly to be expected, as the inci- 
dents connected with that ride occurred more than thirty years ago. They are, 
however, perfectly clear as to the fact that General Rosecrans, General Reynolds, 
General Batdy Smith, and I started early on the morning of October 19 to make a 
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. _ __. ... i>f th« iiortli liank of thu river lor the purpose of Helertin); a point foi 

a nracticable iToxHinKfnr (ieiienti Hooker's i>»iiuiaD<) into Lookout Vallf^. A care- 
fnl exatuination of the river was made, aiul a point known as "Browns Ferry" waH 
selected for such rroxaing. The entire day waH spent in making this examination, 
and my recollection is that it was just after dark when we returned to Chattanoo^, 
aiul the General, stopping at General Thomas's headquarters, there learned that the 
Older relieving him from command had been received. General Smith, while 
admitting that he started with General Bosecrans ta make an examination of the 
river, claims that the General stopped at some hospital en route, and that he. Gen- 
eral Smith, went on by himself and made an examination of tne river on his own 
account I have no recollection of General Smith leaving the party, and until I 
knew of his claim I supposed that he had accompanied General Rosecrans, General 
Reynolds, and myself along the north bank ol the river to Brown's Ferry and 
returned with us to Chattanooga. 

I do not wish to be understood as questioDii^ General Smith's statements ae to 
his personal movements; he should know as to them much better than I. I do 
know, however, that I accompanied Gieneral Rosecrans, with General Reytiolds, in 
making that reconnoissance, and that the point on the river known and believed to 
be Browns Ferry was selected as the best point for a croesii^. I bJho know, of my 
own knowledge, that previous to making this examination of the river orders had 
been given for the building of some fifty or more pontoons additional to those re- 
quired for a second bridge (at Chattanooga), and tiiat these were intended to be used 
for such crossing, and they were about completed on the day General Ikisecransmade 
his selection ofBrowns Ferry as the point where he intended to move General 
Hooker's command across the river. I also have a distinct recollection that prior to 
this examination of the river bank I accompanied General Rosecrans a number of 
times to the point where the pontoons necessary for this movement were being 
constructed. 

Statement of Col. A. J. Htlackay, chief quartermaster, staff of General Thomas: 

Hy duties, as yon are aware, were such as pertained to the Qnartermaater' a Depart- 
ment of the Army. It was in this capacity that I became somewhat familiar with the 
filans of the campaign and the manner in which tliey were carried out. And here 
et me say that soon after the lose of our wagon train, to which you referred in your 
correspondence, I saw General Thomas and reported to' him that we were short of 
supplies of every kind. The animals were suffering for the want of forage, and were 
even dying from starvation, and the men were then on short rations. I could not 
make up another serviceable train to haul supphes from Bridgeport over the moun- 
tain on the north side of the river. Upon mentioning my difSculties to General 
Thomas, he said to me that he was aware of the serious condition that we were in, 
but that the pontoon boate then building were tor the purpose of bridging the river 
at Browns Ferrv, and he added that General Rosecrans intended to open the way 
on this side of tlie river to Bridgeport very soon. 

When the way was openeil, a steamer, he said, would come laden with supplies 
from Bridgeport to Kellys Landing, a few miles below Chattanooga. I was clir«!ted 
to be ready with such animals as could move trains to haul supplies from Kellys 
Landing when the way was opened. 

Amone other things, General Thomas asked me how they were getting on in the 
work of building pontoon boats. I replied that I had not been over to the sawmill 
for two or three days; that laboring i^rtJes were gettii^ out logs oa the north side 
of the river to saw into lumber for repairing the steamers which were partly destroyed 
and dia:nantled by the rebels, and to build boats for a bridge. I went immediately 
to the mill, and in lis vicinity saw several pontoons completed and others building 
under the direction of officers and men from a regiment of enpneers and mechanics 
to whom General Rosecrans had given orders. Up_ to that tjme I had supposed, and 
I later ascertained to be a fact, that the boats were intended for a new and additional 
bridge to !)e thrown over the Tennessee River at Chattanooga. 

Besides the pontoons necessary for this work, the men were busy constructing an 
extra lot of boats for any emergency. The rebels had broken both of our two bridges 
by puttinc driftwood in the river above, which floated down at every rise of Uie 
water ana carried some boats away; these had frequently to be replaced. 

Let me here say that I fully concur in your statement that orders had been given 
to build boats for bridging the river at Browns Ferry previous to the arrival of 
General Smith. Upon his arrival General Smith asuum^ full chaige and direction of 
the work to open the "cracker line," a serviSfe for which he secured the iec<^nition 
of the principal generals. 
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Lieut Cot. P. V. Fox, of the Michi);au Mechanics and 'Eagiiuiea, who built tile 
BrowDB Ferry bridge, esid in his recent address at the dedication of the monument 
to his r^iioent at Chattanooga: 

^Doush completed for a, bridge 1 ,000 feet long when 
C»Cto66rl9. 

That IB, so much of tliia work of magnitude was completed before the date that 
General Smith now claims to have discovered Browne Ferry and conceived the 
BrownB Ferry movement 

According to Colonel Fox, General Boeecrane gave him tiie order for this bridice 
October 7, though he did not inform Colonel Fox where it would be laid. But Gen- 
eial Thomas knew this, as appears above in his testimony. 

Says General Smith, in his pamphlet, thirty-two yeare after the event: 

On the IStJi of October I told Boeecrans I would go down the river and see if we 
could not utilize Baccoon Mountain. He said he would go with me, and I Oxed the 
hour— 8 o'clock of the 19th — for starting. 

fint in his official report, made at the time, he said (54, 77) : 

Oeneral: I liave to submit the following report of the operatjons for making a 
lodgment on the south side of the river at Browns Ferry: 

1^ the 19th of Octot>er I was instructed by General Boeecraos to reconnoiter the 
river in the vicinity of Williams Island with a view of making the ielaad a cover for 
a steamboat landing and etorehouses, and b^an the examination near the lower end 
of the island. Following the river up, I found on the opposite bank, above the head 
of the island, a sliarn range of hilb whose base was washed by the river. Tius 
range extended up the river nearly to Lookout Creek and was oroken at Browns 
Ferry by a narrow gorge, through which ran the road to the old ferry, and also 
Sowed a small creek. 

Eeynolds, chief of stafl, to Hooker, October 19, 11 p, m. (63, 48B) : 

Major-Genenil Thomas directs me to state that, in obedience to orders of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, he has assumed command of the Department of the Cum- 
berland. He desires that you will use all possible dispatch m concentratiiw your 
coraipand and preparing to move in accordance with the instructions of General Rose- 
crans, leaving proper railroad guards. 
October 19—9 a. m.— Hooker, at Stevenson, to B. 8. Granger (53, 482) ; 

d my command in 

General Thomas's testimony, Conduct of War, Supplement, I^rt I, page 1 18: 

The instructions referred to in the above [order] were to concentrate as much as 
possible of his [Hooker's] command at Bridgeport as he could safely spu« from guard- 
uig tlie railroad between that point and Nashville, and to hold hwiself in readiness 
to move at any moment toward Chattanooga, for the purpose of opening communi- 
cation with that place by river and rail. 

General Smith, in his pamphlet, emphatically denies Ihatany such order wasissued 
as this described by Hooker and explained by Thomas. 

Foot days aft«r General Rosecrans was relieved, and the same number after ISen- 
eral Smith's "discovery" of Browns Ferry and "conception" of his plan, everything 
was ready at the Chattanooga end of the line, waiting for General Hooker to move 
int« Lookout Vailey. This appears from a tel^^ram of October 23 from Mr. Dana to 
Secretary Stanton (54, 69) : 

An immediate movement for the occupation of Raccoon Moimtain and Lookout 
Valley is indispensable, but Hooker, though ordered ten days since to concentrate 
his forces for ttie purpose, has not done so, but waits, on the ground that his w^one 
nave not arrived from Nashville. • • • Tlie pontoons are done for a bridge 
across to Lookout Valley as soon as Hooker has moved into tliat position. 

T^bii state of things, upon the theory that the plan was ins, left General' Smith 
jnst three working days after his return from "discovering" Browns Ferry (night of 
October 19) to get his bridge ready and advance matters, so that all that was causing 
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delajr was wuting for Hooker to move up to Lookoat Valley. As bridged reqniriDg 
fifty pontoone are not made " while you wait," or procured on denuwd, like a hand- 
nw-down mit, the plan must have dated BOroe tjme b(Kk of any connectioD he had 
with it 

The story of hiji "discovery" of Browne Perry he has recently related inthePlula- 
delphia TimeB, u follows: 

To be of any viltie H (the examination of the river) had to be very csrefully made, 
and, thoneh I had left Chattanooga at 8 o'clock (Octolwr 19), it was, I think, after 
3 o'clock Defore I reached the heM of WilliamB Island. I had fonnd nothing oi 
value, and, accepting the fulnre, had tamed my haTse'e head toward Cbattanooe&, 
when I caught sight of a small earthwork above me on the river. Ciuioae to know 
why a batteiy shoald be posted there, I rode into the work and asked the csptwn 



In other words, whatever he bad in mind had tailed mitil he "discovered" Browne 
Ferry and found it occupied by a military force, which, as records quoted above ehov, 
was placed there by Geuei^ Itosecraiut*s ordera two daya after his army occu[ded 
Chattanooga and before General Smith had even started for the Western army. 

In the face of the statement of his official report, as above quoted, that General 
Boeecrans on October 19 instructed him to reconnoiter the river, with a. view of open- 
ing a new line of supplies. General Smith says in his pamphlet: 

On my part I can positively assert that at no time did General Rosecrans impart 
to me any plan for opening the river or give any instructions to the engineer detri- 
ment to make a bridge to connect with Lookout Valley, or even suggest that he had 
the intention of thrcnring such a bridge. 

If this be correct, General Thomas was mistaken in snppodng that General Smith 
bad any part whatever in the matter when he said, before the Committee on the 
Condnet of the War (Supplement to Fmrt I, Beport of Thomas, pp. 118, 120): 

Before he was relieved in command of the Deptutment of the Cumberland Oenend 
BosecrauB tmd his chief eiwneer, Brig^Gen. W. F. Smith, bod consulted together is 
to the means of relieving the army at Chattanooga from the perilous condition it wis 
in, owing to the great difficulty of obtoinine supplies, and had parti^ly planned the 
movement, which was left to me to be completed when I assumed command, namely, 
to open a short route of supplies from Bridgeport. 

And again, in the same testimony, from which General Smith quotes sparii^y: 

Preliminary steps had already been taken to execute this vitally important move- 
ment before the command of the department devolved upon me. This oriii^, which 

it was necessary to throw across th" —"— -' o-~"-"- i?"-— •- —..■ ™ ^f Aa 

northern end of Lookout Valley a 
and river, was nearly completed. 

The reader will not fail to see that the story "as related by General Thomas" in 
the Smith pamphlet, and aa really related by him, are totally different versions. 

General Giant, who had ridden to Browns Ferry the day after his arrival in com- 
pany with General Thomas and General Smith, and had the plan explained to him, 
received no idea that it was General Smith's conception, since upon its sncctssfol 
execution he telegraphed General Halleck (64, 56) : 

General Thomas's plan for securing the river and south-side road hence toBriitofr 
porthas proven eminently successful. The question of enppUee may now be rn^aiuw 
as settled. 

General Thomas, however, as has been seen, attributed the plan to General Bees- 
crans. 

While it must be clear to all readers that the cl^m of General Smith to originstiiig 
the Browne Ferry movement is absolutely disproved by the official records, then 
yet temains to him the following "chum" thus put forth in the National Tribune el 
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August 18, 189S, by a close peisoDAl Mend, who, after setting forth the claim of Geo- 
ei»l Smith to the Browns Ferry plan, added, in writing of the battle of Cbattwiooga, 
which followed & few weeks latter; 

• • * It has only been imperfectly pnt on record that the plan of that battle 
was General Smith's, patiently yet vigiMitly wrought out, adopted by Grant, and 
departed from in certain particulare by force of circurngtancee of the hoar, but fortu- 
nately not greatly to the variation of results or^;inally aimed at. This statement I 

make with gzeat poeLtiTeneea. 

H. V, BOTHION. 



OBHBBAL BHTEH'B APFEAI. TO SZCEET&KT ALOIB. 

Unitxd States Enqineer Ofticb, 
WUmittglon, Del. , NfmetrJ>er 5, 18S7. 
Hon. BuBBELL A. Aloer, 

SecrOary o/ War, WcukingUm, D. C. 
GBNERiL: I have the honor to make this appeal to you to correct the official mis- 
represeotation of history which has been made by your aubordinat«e in the War 
Department. I make this appeal to you as the only source to which such appeals 
can be made and through whom justice can be done. 

In seiiee of maps entitled "Atlas of battlefields of Chjckamaaga, Chattanooga, and 
vicinity," a copy of which has recently come into my poBseeeion, there is found in 
the second paragraph of the legend under the head of Ohattanoc^ the following 
statement, viz; 

At davlight of October 27 the river line of communication with Bridgeport was 
opened by the eiecution of a plan for recovering Lookont Valley, devised by General 

-i^ approved by General Thomas, and ordered eiecuted by General Grant 

: immediate command of Brw. Gen. W. F. Smith. * o- * 



under the ii 

It is true that General Thomas had approved the plan submitted to him for reopen- 
ing the short route to Bridgeport, for on the 22d of October, three days after he had 
relieved Boeecransfrom the command of the army, he telegraphed toHalleck: "Hope 
to move Hooker in a few days to open the wE^n road and railroad from heie to 
Bridgeport." On the following day — the 23d — he ordered Hooker to concentrate 
his command for a movement south of the Tennessee, and that a force would cooper- 
ate with him at Browns Ferry. 

It is a fact that General Grant arrived in Chattanooga on the ev^ilng of the 23d 
and assumed command of the troops under Thomas and all others in the vicinity, 
and that in consequence his approval of the plan adopted by Thomas for the reopen- 
ii^ of the short or river line to Bridgeport was necessary. That be lost no ti. je in 
making himself acquiunted with the plan and locality is evident from the bet that 
on the morning oE the 24th Dana tel^raphed to the Secretary of War announcing 
Grant's arrival and addii^, " He is just going to rec<Hmoiter an important position 
which General Smith had discovered at the mouth of Lookout Valley, and which 
will be occupied from here simultaneously with Hooker's occupation of Baccoon 
Mountain. This movement will probably take place within three days;" and this 
statement as to the time of making the movement was sent before Grant had shorted 
to reconnoiter or had approved of the plan. 

It is not, however, true that this plan was devised by General Bosecrans, nor is 
there a line in the official record which affords the slightest authority for makingany 
such statement. Had Bosecrans imparted any such plan to Thomas or Dana, and 
the former begun to execute it, Dana, who had been In intimate official relations with 
Bosecrans, must have known of it, Hiid would hardly have sent a dispatch so worded, 
not* would Thomas, in his report to the Committee on the Condoct of the War, 
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have stated that " to Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith should be accorded great pnuse for the 
ingeaaity which conceived and the aUUty which executed the movement at Browne 
Ferry. When the bridge was thrown at Browne Ferry on the morning of the 27th 
the eurprise waa aa great to the army within Chattanooga as it was to the army 
besieging it from without" ' 

The testimony of General Boeecrans is all in the some direction so far as it ia offi- 
cial and within any reasonable time of the operations alluded to. That excludes 
only the statementa of Roeecrane in the North American Beview, October 1, 1865, 
made twenty-two years later, and like other still later statements which quote no 
official authoritiee. 

In the testimony of Boeecrtms before the Committee on the Conduct of the War, 
December, 1S65, he says that as early as the 6th of October, fourteen days after the 
battle of Chickamauga, "he called the attention of General Thomas and General 
Garfield to the map of Chattanooga and vicinity, and, pointing out to them the posi- 
tions, stated that as soon as I could possibly get the bridge material for that purpose 
J would take possession of Lookout Valley, oppotUe ths pamage over the extremity oj 
the vwwalaxii, and fortify it, thus completely covering the road to Bridgeport on the 
south side as well as the river, and giving us practical pooposoion and use of both as 
well asof Lookout Valley."* Thatstatemmit appUeeonly toabJll opporate Moccasin 
Point, on the bank of Lookout Creek, at its mouth, and some 3 miles irwa the 
place where the bridge was thrown, which, by the way, was not in Lookout Valley 
at all, but in a short volley drained through the gorge captured on the 27th of Octo- 
ber, 1863. This explanation as to Bosecnms's idea is confirmed by a dispatch from 
Mr. Dana to the Secretary of War dated October 4, in which, giving, of course, infor- 
mation furnished by Bosecrans, he states that "the ei^^ineers are at work on a pon- 
toon bridge ta cross the Tennessee at the mouth of tiookout Creek." While it is 
true that no orders for boats for a bridge at or below Lookout, under the administra- 
tion of Bosecrans or his successors, to the chief of engineers of the Army of the 
Cumberland or to any subordinate who had any connection with bridge Imilding, 
were ever given, Mr. Dana's dispatch, however, shows that on the 4th of October 
Bosecrans had a plan for opening the short line without recovering poesessioD of 
Lookout Motmtoin. The only trouble about it was that the bridge and the fortifica- 
tions would have beai commanded by the guns from the batteries on the slope of 
the mountain. 

No plan for the reopening of the short line was of any value that did not include 
both the throwing of a bridge below Lookout Mountain and a corresponding move- 
ment of troops from Bridgeport through the passes of Baccoon Monnt^n. The 
brid^ builders, the Michigan battalion of engineers, nnder Capt. Perrin V. Fox, 
were hard at work makii^ boats and other bridge material, but not for use at any 
point below Chattanooga, as is shown by the following dispatch from Bosecrans to 
Halleck, dated October 18, 7.30 p. m., the day before Thomas assumed command:' 
"Our pontoon toidge restored; boats [for] a second under way." A second bridge 
at Chattanooga was vitally important to the safety of the army, and strenuous 
efforts were being made to that end. Therefore on that day no bri<^ was being 
made ready for any point of the river below Chattanoi^^ On that same day ftoee- 
crans writes Hooker indicating an intention to fortify the river on both sides at 
Shellmound and use a Bteamb<»t from Bridgeport That distance Hived would not 
have benefited the array at Chattanooga, and the same letter urges Hooker to make 
extraordinary eSorts to get the road passable from Bridgeport to Jasper. There is 
no hint of any intentioQ to secure Lookout Valley, and yet he bad at that time in hia 

> Vol. 1, p. 398, History of the Army of the Cumberland, by Vm Home. Taten 
from report of Committee on Conduct of the War. 
' Vol. 3, p. 33, Beport on Conduct of the War. 
'VoLM,pp.466,«6. 
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hands the same force and all other thinge neoeaeaiy for the movement to reopen the 
short line that Thomas had when he made hie operation a success. Can it be possi- 
ble that HosecrauB had in his mind any plan in any way similar to that carried out 
by Thomas? 

That such was not the case is shown by Boeecrane's dispatch lo Holleck, dated on 
the 10th, one honr and forty minutes after he had acknowledged the receipt of the 
order placing Thomas in command of the Army of the Cumberland, of which I give 
an extract: 

Lookout was given up temporarily because we could not then safely hold it. It 
was isolated from ns by distance and the defile of the Chattanooga Creek; we expect 
to r«take it [Lookout Mountaiiil as soon as we are prepared to bold it That could 
be done only when the railroad "being secured, the de^ts replenished, and Hooker's 
traneportatjon provided; without that he can not subsist in a suitable position.' 

The record of the condition of the army at Chattanooga will show that it would have 
retreated or starved before those conditions were fulfilled, and yet that was all Rose- 
crans had to offer :i.fter he had given up hia command, and when he should have 
shown that be had a plan for the immediate relief of the army. 

I have put before you some of the main points t« show ttiat at the time General 
Thomas assumed command he had no plan submitted to him by Creneral Bosecrane 
for the recovery of the possession of the short line to Bridgeport, tor as late as Octo- 
ber 14 Kosecrans bad ordered a railroiKl built from Bridgeport to Battie Creek, and 
that, too, when he had the men and means for carrying out, with far less time than 
it would take to build the railroad, the plan adopted by Cieneral Thomas. 

I have no desire to ask you to take the time from your busy life to examine into 
the JDstice of this appeal, but I have to request that you will refer the matter to some 
engineer officer of high tank, who understands the bearing of top<^mphy upon mili- 
tary questions and positions, and can also give to the orders and correspondence 
quoted their full value. I would respectfully suggest that no one who has been 
engaged in any way on the Chickamauga or Chattanooga Park Commisaion should 
ent«r in the question except to furnish their own statement as to tiieir authority for 
the l^end quoted above, and from which this appeal is taken. 

If the Chief of Engineers bac the time necessary, I would cheerfully abide by his 
decision, or by that of any engineer officer he might select. 

I forward herewith a pamphlet published by me, conlainii^ much other evidence 
on this subject which, if you accede to my request, might save much time in the 
examination and dedsion of this question. 

I am, very lespectfnlly, your obedient servant, 

"W. F. SMirn, 
VaQor of Eaginterg (Retired) , Brevet MaQor-General. 



OEHIEAL BHTtE'S SKCOHB AFFIAL TO SKCRETAST ALOEB. 

WiLMiNOTON, Del., November 15, 1897. 
Hon. Russell A. Alobb, Secretary of War. 

Genbhal: I have the honor to make an appeal to you aa to a misrepresentation of 
history made by the commissioners of the Chickamai^ and Chattanooga military 

In the series of maps entitled " Atlas of the battiefields of Chickamauga, Chatta- 
nooga, and vicinity," there is found in the second paragraph of the legend under the 
head of "Chattanooga" the following statement, viz: "At daylight of October 27 

'Vol. [Serial Number] 53, p. 477, 478. 

, ,y Go Ogle 
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th« rirer line of the communication witb Bridgeport waa opened hy the e: 
a plan for recovering Lookout Valley, devised by General Rosecrana," etc This 
etatement I most podtively aesert ie incorrect in every respect. I can ehow from Uie 
official records of the time, from the testimony of General Rosecrans (1 ) before the 
Committee on the Condactof the War, that on the 4th of October, fourteen daysafter 
the battle of Chickaniauga, he stated to Generale Thomas and Garfield that as soon ns 
he could get the bridge materials for that purpose he "would take possession of Look- 
out Valley ojipogi/e thepaigage over the extrtmity of the mcmntain andfoHify i), thus com- 
pletely covering the road to Bridgeport on the south eide, aa well as the river, and 
giving UB practical possession and use of both as well as of Lookout Valley." 

This testimony fixes the position of the bridge aa starting fromMoccasin Point, and 
the hill to be fortified at the mouth of Lookout Creek on its left hank, where wss 
found the only hill on the south side which covered the paisage ova- the extremity of 
Ike mountain. 

This position is furthermore fixed l>y Mr. C. A. Dana, Assistant Secretary of War, 
who was with the army to gather from RoeecranB his plans, and report them to the 
Secretary of War. 

On the 4th of October, (he day on which Rosecrans says he confided his plans to 
Thomas and (iarfleld, Mr. Dana telegraphed to the Secretary of War, "The engi- 
neers are at work on a pontoon bridge (o cross the Tennessee at the mouth of Lookout 
Creek."(2) 

That covers the only plan for opening the short tine to Bridgeport Rosecrana ever 
made public by letters, orders, or tel^ranis, and unfortunately the point selected 
for the bridge and fortifications were both under hostile guns and could not have 
been used. 

No plan for obtaining possession of Lookout Valley would have been practicable 
that did not embrace the throwing of a bridge across the Tennessee with which to 
open communication with troops marching from Bridgeport through the pa»es of 
Raccoon Mountain. 

The making of boats and other bridge material was intrusted to Capt. Perrin V. 
Fox, commanding a battalion of Michigan engineers, under the direction of the chief 
of engineers of the Department of the Cumberland, and no order was ever given to 
the Engineer Department, or any person connected with it, for twats for a bri:^ 
across the Tennessee River Ijelow Chattano(^» hy General Rosecrans or any of his 
successors. Captain, now Colonel, Fox, now living at Grand Rapids, Mich,, states 
that in the moat positive terms. 

On the 18th of October, the day before Rosecrans waa relieved, he telegraphed to 
Halleck, "Our pontoon bridge realored. Boats [for] a second under way, "(3) 
showing that at that time there was tmt one bridge at Cliattauooga, and the second 
one for that point not completed; therefore, at that time no bridge was being built 
to cross the river below Chattanooga. 

The record shows that when Rosecrans was relieved he was devoting hie eneigies 
to building a railroad on the long route, and his dispatch of October IS, (4) one hour 
and forty minutes after he had received the order to turn over the command to 
Thomas, looks forward only to the recapture of Lookout Mountain at some future 
time beyond the power of the army to remain at Chattanoc^a. 

General Rosecrans had on the 19th of October all the force and materials used by 
Thomas to recover the short line. 

I will add to this statement only the report of Thomas lo the Committee on the 
Conduct of the War: "To Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith should be accorded great praise 
for the ingenuity which conceived and the ability which executed the movement at 
Browna Ferry." (5) 

I have no desire to take up any time in your busy life to examine this subject, hut 
I have to request that some oflScer, other than any member of the present Cliatla- 
nooga commission, who is posseeaed of knowledgo <jf the military art and understaodii 
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the bearing of topography upon military poBitions and movements, may have this 
question referred to him. 

If the Chief of Engineers can spare the time, I would be eadrely satisfied with his 
decision, or, if he can not do that, would you allow him to select au officer of his 
corps to take up the subject and write out his decision? 

I forward with thiti a pamphlet, printed by me some years since, which, I think, 
contains everything relating to this matter and gives all the authorities. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Wm. F. Smith, 
Major of Eitgiaeert (Retired), Bretel Mqjor-Oeneral, U. S. A. 



(1) Report of the Commisaioti on the Conduct of the War, volume 3, pt^ 33. 

(2) Official Record, volume 50 [Serial No.], page 207. 

(3) Official Record, volume 53 [Serial No.], pages 455-156. 

(4) Official Record, volume 53 [Serial No.], pages 477-478. 

(5) Volume 1, pt^ 398, History of the Anny of the Cumberland, by Van Home. 



TBS CLAIM. OY OEB. W. F. UOTH 8TATZS. 
Appendix 8 or A-1. 

The claim is this: That General Smith, on October 19, 1863, alone and without 
assistance from anyone, fixed upon Browns Perry as the best, it not the only, place 
where a lodgment could be madeon the left bank of the Tennessee River, and, owing 
to the conformation of the ground, securely held, at such a distance from the enemy's 
batteries that a bridge, if thrown across the stream at that point, would he safe from 
their fire and aviulable for the needs of the military situation. 

It is not denied that General Rosecrans had in mind the desirability of establish- 
ing a bridge over the river, nor that he visited the river also on October 19, 1863, 
for the purpose of selecting a site for a bridge; but it is denied that he visited Browns 
Ferry, where the bridge was thrown, and it is claimed that this spot was selected, 
not hy him, but by General Smith. 

The matter in dispute, therefore, is a very narrow question of fact. 

What do we know of General Smith's movements on October 19, 1863? 

His own statement is full and minute. He started from Chattimooga with General 
Rosecrans at 8 o'clock on the morning of October 19 and crossed the river witli him. 
General Rosecrans then went into a hospital to visit the soldiers, and General Smith, 
after wcdtiug for him half an hour, and seeing Mr. Charles A. Dana riding along on 
his way to Bridgeport, joined and rode with him to the place where the latter turned 
to go up the mountain. This is corroborated by Mr. Dana in a letter to General 
Smith, hereto appended and marked A. 

General Smith then rode down the river, accompanied only by his orderiy, and, hav- 
ing his attention arrested by the position of a battery just alxive Williams Island, 
examined the opposite shore and decided on that spot as meeting his requirements. 
This place, he was informed, was'known as Browns Ferry. He stayed there till dark. 
On returning be was told that General Rosecrans had been relieved. He did not 
see either him or General Thomas that night. The next morning he saw General 
Thomas and explained his plan to him. 

The dispat<;hes of Mr. Dana to the Secretary of War, October 24, 1863 (54 W. R., 
70), that "He [Grant] is just going to reconnoiter an important position which 
General Smith had discovered at the mouth [i. e., the westerly end] of Lookout 
Valley," written, as it doubtless was, with the knowledge of Grant and Thomas, 
confirms General Smith's claim. 
20002—01 9 
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II. 

What do we know ot General Eosecrana's movemenlB on October 19, 1863? 

We know that he waa accompanied by Gen. J. J. Reynolds and Major Bond, of his 
staS, and that they all say that they went to Browns Ferry. 

But there were two places on the Tennessee Eiver which were called Browns Ferry. 
And from this unfortunate circumetance all this controversy has arisen. 

The only map in use at army headquarters at that time was drawn by CapL W. E. 
Merrill, of the topographical engineers, and a copy of It can be seen ill the atlas which 
accompanies the Official Kecorda of the War, Part VII, Plate XXXV, Map C, It 
is entitled "Map of Chattanooga and vicinity." It is dated July 10, 1863. On this 
map Browns Ferry is shown just east of the mouth of Lookout Creek and just west 
of Moccasin Point; and the ferry just south of Williams Island, which was the one 
General Smith visited, is called Williams Ferry. A later printing of this map, dated 
September 8, 1863, shows no change in these particulars. 

It can therefore confidently be asserted tliat the Browns Ferry of this map, close 
to the mouth of Lookout Creek and some two miles and a half above the real Browns 
Ferry, which General Smith visited, and where the bridge was afterwards thrown, 
was the only Browns Ferry known to General Eosecrans. 

This is shown by the following facts: 

(1) On September 26, 1863, Mr. Dana telegraphed to Mr. Stanton as follows (50 
W. R.,201): 

Eosecrans is about to lay a bridge across Tennessee at mouth of Lookout Creek. 

(2) In 1865 General Rosecrans testified as follows before the Committee on the 
Conduct of the War (Report, vol. 3, 1865, campaign of General Rosecrans, p. 35); 

As early as the 4th of October, fourteen days after the l»ttle, I called theattentJon 
ot General Thomas and General Garfield to the "Map of Chattanooga and vicinity," ' 
and, pointing out to them the positions, stated that as soon as I could possibly get 
the bridge materials for that purpose I would take possession of Lookout Valley 
opposite the pass<^ over the extremity of the mountam and fortify it 

The mouth of Lookout Creek is close to "the passi^ over the extremity of the 
mountain." 

(3) On this same 4th of October to which General Rosecrans refers in his testi- 
mony, Mr. Dana telegraphed Mr. Stanton as follows (50 W. H., 206): - 



(4) Continuing his testimony before the Committee on the Conduct of the War, 
given in 1866, General Rosecrans says (supra, p. 35) ; 

On the 19th of October I examined tlie river and selected a point for the cross of 
the bridge at ferry [sic]. 

This must have been the Browns Ferry denoted on the map of Chattanoogtf and 
vicinity to which he had just testified that he called the attention of Generals 
Thomas and Garfield. 

(6) Gen. J. J. Reynolds, chief of staff to General Rosecrans, accompanied the lat- 
ter in the ride of October 19, and in a letter to General Smith, a copy of which 
(marked "B"), is hereto appended, speaks as follows; 

We crossed the river at Chattanooga and examined the country on the north side, 
with the view of selecting a location for a pontoon bridge. As I remember it. Browns 
Ferry was already in everybody's mind as the proper place, but the point had not 
been decided definitely. We visited our battery on the high ground on the north 
side ot the river and nearly opposite a rebel battery on ^xikout Mountain. My 
understanding was that Rosecrans fixed Browns Feiry as the place for the brio^ 



'This was the title of the Merrill map. 
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Thia place, nearly opposite Lookout Mountain, is the site "t Broniw Ferry on the 
Merrill map. 

(6) Major Bond's diary reads as follows: 

October 19^ ChaUanooga. — Took long ride over the river with General RoaecranB and 
General Smith. Went lo Browns Ferry, the proposed point for location of pontoon 
teidge, pontoons for which are being bnilt ana are nearly finished at Chattanooga. 
On return heard General Roeecrans was relieved of command, with orders to report 
at Cincinnati. Remainder of the n^ht was busy getting ready to start in the 
morning. 

Oelober SO, ChatUatoogit. — Left at 7 a. m., General, Captain Thorns, and myself tor 
Oindimati. 

Neither Qenerat Rosecrans nor Major Bond returned to Chattanooga during the 
remainder of the campaign, and they therefore can not and do not undertake to say 
of their own knowledge whether the place which they visited was the place where 
the bridge was laid. 

It will be noticed that Major Bond's diary speaks of Browns Ferry as " the pro- 
posed point for location of pontoon bridge." This Browns Ferry can not, therefore, 
be anything but the Browns Ferry of tho Merrill map, as it is not contended that 
General Rosecrans had ever, before the 10th of October, visited the river for the pur- 
pose of fisisg the site of the proposed brii^. 

III. 

General Boynton is unquestionably in error in saying that General Smith accom- 
panied General Rosecrans to tlie river on October 19, 1863. 

Not only does Mr. Dana, in his letter (marked "A"), recall the fact of his riding 
with General Smith fromthehospital and parting with him, but General Reynolds, 
in his letter (marked "B"), speaks of another officer being with General Riwecrans 
and himself, whose name he can not recall. Thia officer, it is admitted, was Major 
Bond. Had Cieneral Smith been with them General Reynolds would not have for- 
gotten it 

IV. 

It General Rosecrans visited, as we tliink must be admitted, the place called 
"Browns Ferry" on the Merrill map, it will hardly be contended that he also 
viaited the place called "Williams Ferry" on the Merrill map, i. e., the j>lace which 
General Smith visited the same afternoon. The distance between tho two placee is 
between 2 and 3 mllee, and the river road could not at that time be used on account 
of the enemy's sharpshooters. Besides, hail both places been visited, and the place 
called "Williams Ferry" on the Merrill map, selected. General Reynolds would 
have described in his letter (marked "B") that place, instead of deecribii^, as he 
does, the place marked " Browns Ferry " on the Merrill map. 

An examination of all this evidence demonstrates, it is submitted, that the spot 
where the bridge was thrown on Octol>er 27 was selected by General Smith alone, 
and that the place which General Rosecrans visited was a spot (to use tbe language 
of General Reynolds) " nearly opposite the rebel battery on Lookout Mountain " — 
that is, the place marked " Browns Ferry " on the Merrill map. 

W. F. Smith. 



Appendix A. 

New York, May «, 189S. 
Dear General Smith: In compliance with your request, I have examined anew 
tbe various documents relating to events at Chattanoi^a in October, 1863, and I will 
now proceed to state what I find in the records and in my own recollection concern- 
ing certain matters which it appears have become the subject ot controversy. 
For some two months or more I was attached to the headquarters of General Rose- 
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crana as Ajwistant Secretary of War, for the purpose of ahortening the line between 
the Army of the Cumberland and the War Department and for getting forward 
more promptly any reenforcements or other aaeistance that General Rosecrana mi^t 
desire. My daily duty ivaa to report to the Secretary and the President everything that 
happened in the Army and to receive for this purpose intormatjon not only aa to 
eventfl, but alao as to plans and designa of the commanding general. These reporta 
were written by me in cipher and were sent daily by telegraph. 

About the middle of October the situation of the army at Chattanooga became 
dangeroua. Supplies were brought up with extreme difficulty and in limited quan- 
tities. Draft animala were perishing fur lack of forage, and even after General 
Hooker arrived at Bridgeport with two army corps from the Army of the Potomac it 
was manifest that the Army of the Cumberland was still in a perilous and uncertain 

During this period I saw Greneral Roaecrana every day, and had many conversations 
with bira respecting the measures he contemplated for changing this situation. The 
one idea which he put forward was the establishment of a pontoon bridge at a ferry 
which led from the north side of the Tennessee across to the Lookout Valley. Orders 
were ^ven for the preparation of Iliis bridge, but materials were very scarce, and ho 
actual step toward putting up a brii^ was accomplished while General Bosecrana 
waa there. Of Browns Ferry, which waa some distance down the river, or of any 
operations connected with it, I never heard General Rosecrans speak, nor did any 
member of hia staff ever say anything in my hcarii^ Upon the subject. 

The first intimation respecting Browns Ferry which I received waa on the 19th of 
October, Bs I was leaving Chattanooga under tbe order of Secretary Stanton to join 
him at Louisville. After havii^ previously taken leave of General Rosecrans, I pro- 
ceeded as promptly as posaible to obey the order. I remember quite distinctly that 
as I rode across the bridge over the Tennessee at Chattanooga and proceeded up the 
northern slope toward the hospital I met you there on horseback. You told nie you 
had come out with General Rosecrans and were going to reconnolter down the line 
of the river; thatGeneral Rosecrans had gone into the hospital; that you had wiuted 
for him as long as you could, and now, without waiting any longer, you would ride 
on with me. We proceeded together until we came U} the spot where the road 
divided, one branch going up the mount^n and the other leading down toward the 
river. I took the mountain i>ath on my way to Brit^port, while you went down in the 
direction of Browns Ferry, and somewhere about there you thoi^ht a position could 
.perhaps be found which would enable us greatly to shorten the road from Bridgeport. 
This was the first time that I remember hearing of Browns Ferry. Indeed, I never 
heard of it from any person but yourself until its occupation had been accomplished 
by you under General Thomas's orders. If General Rosecrans had any views or 
designs respecting it, he could hardly have failed to inform me, and I should have 
promptly conveyed the information to headquarters at Washington. 

After a careful study of the documents in the case and after reviewing my own 
recollection, I remun convinced that the credit of planning a^ well as executing the 
occupation of Browns Ferry beloi^ to you alone. 

I remain, very sincerely, yours, Chah. A. Dana. 



ApPBHDtX B. 

leoiSsraEETNW., 
Wa^hingUm, D. C, May SO, 1895. 
My Dear Baldy; My recollections about the ride with General Rosecrans are as 
follows: 

We crossed the river at Chattanooga and examined the country on the north AAe, 
with the view of selecting a location for a pontoon bridge. As I remember, it EroWM 
Ferry was already in everybody's mind as the proper place, but the point had not 
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been deckled definitely. We visited our battery on the hiKh ground on the north 
side of the river and neariy oppo^te a rebel battery on Lookout Mountain. My 
understanding was that Roaecrans fixed Browns Ferry aa the place for the bridge. 

I do not recollect having eecQ Mr. Dana in the party on that day. The party, ae 
I remember it, was larger when we croeeed the river in the morning tlian it was when 
Boeecrans and I returned to headquarters toward sunset. There was another ofiicer 
of the Army besides Bosecrans and myself, but I can not recall who he was. 

I left the Army of the Cumberland soon after the battle of Mission Ridge. Thomas's 
report makes four hundred and seventy-odd pages, dated Nashville, March 6, 1866. 
I bad nothing to do with the preparation of any of it. 

When we returned Gordon Granger met me on the porch of Rosecrans's headquar- 
teraandsaid; "The old man hasbeen relieved; Thomas is in command." Thiswas 
our first information on that point. 

Will be glad to see you when you come to Washington again. 
Very truly, yours, 

J. J. Rbvnoli>s. 



War Department, 

Wiishington, NoivmhcT 30, 1S97. 
Dear Colonel: Inclosed find papers sent me yesterday through Senator Proctor 
from Gen. W. F. Smith. They relate, as you will see, to the controversy between 
General Bosecrans and General Smith concemii^ the Chattanooga campaign. Gen- 
eral Smith seems to feel sure that he has been wronged. I wish you to examine this 
case carefully, and bring to me between now and January 1 your conclusions, going 
to the root of the whole matter, even if you find it necessary to visit the field of 
operations ilself. ItiBamatterthat,if General Smith has been wronged, this Departs 
ment should correct You will please bring the inclosed papers here ajid return 
them to this Department on your coming here. 

Yours, very truly, R. A. Algbb, 

SeerelarD <// War. 
Col. Hbnry M. Duffibld, 

Hiilorian, etc., Detroit, Mit4i. 



FIKST OFFICIAL ACTION OF THE PAKK GOlOnBBIDII. 
Wah Department, 

CHjrKAMATIOA AND CnATTANOOflA NATIONAL PaHK COMMISSION, 

Wadiitigton, March S3, 1898. 

Col. Henry M. Dupfielb, Detroit, Mich. 
My Dear Colonel; I have received your letter of March 10, instant, transmitting 

to this commission a copy of a communication from Gen. W. F. Smith to Hon. 

EoBsell A. Alger, Secretary of War, which the latter has referred to you for report. 

This communication of General Smith is a protest against the correctness of a certain 

historical statement incorporated by this commission in one of the legends of its 

"Atlas of the battlefields of Chickamai^, Chattanooga, and vicinity," in relation to 

General Rosecrans's plan for reopening the Tennessee River. 
The clause in the legend to which General Smith objects he states as follows: 
At daylight of October 27 the river line of communication with Bridgeport was 

opened by the execution of a plan for recovering Lookout Valley, devised by General 

BoBecrane, etc. 

nigti/cdavGoOglc 



The wholf clause, which General Smith thiiB quotes in part, is as follows: 

At daylight of Octol)er 27 the river liue of coinmunication with Brideeport waa 
opened by the execution of a plan for "^covering Lookout Valley, devised by General 
EoaacranM, approved by General Tliomaf, and ordered executed by General Grant 
under the immediate commanii of Brig. (Jen. W. F. Smith. Browns Ferry was cap- 
tured by troopH from Chattanooga, and simultaneously Hooker's forces marched from 
Bridgeport and the next afternoon appeared in Lookout Valley. 

To this commimication from General Smith to the Secretary ot War you request 
an answer from this commission. 

In his letter to the Secretary, General Smith, in referring to that part of the clause 
which he qiioten, says: "This statement I most positively assert is incorrect in every 
respect." 

In another papiT signeei by General Smith, and transmitted by yow, he thus sets 
forth his claim: 

The claim is this; That General Smith on October 16, 1863, alone, and without assisl^ 
ance from anyone, fixed upon Browns Ferry as the best, if not the only, place where 
a lodgment could be made on the left bank of the Tennessee ttiver, and, owing to 
the conformation of the ground, securely held, at such a distance from the enemy's 
liatteries that a bridge, if tiirown across the stream at that point, would be safe from 
their fire and available for the needs of the military situation. 

It is not denied that General Bosecrvins had inmind the desirability of establishing 
a bridge over the river, nor that he visited the river, also on October 19, 186;t, for 
the purpose of selecting a site for a bridge, Init it is denied that he visited Browns 
Ferry, where the bridge was thrown, and it is claimed that this spot was selected 
not by him, but by General Smith. 

The matter in dispute, therefore, is a very narrow queetion of fact. 

So far as General Smith's claim, as here stated, is concerned, there is no position 
which this commission has taken in its maps, legends, or historical tablets at ia^ue 
between General Smith and the commission. These legends and tablets simply 
ascribe the origin of the general plan for opening the Tennessee Eiver to General 
Rosecrans and the execution of it (the Brpwns Ferry part) to General Smith. The 
claim thus stated reduces itself to the contention that General Smith and not Gen- 
eral Rosecrans selected Browns Ferry as the position for throwing the bridge, a point 
which this commission, notwithstanding its dissent from General Smith's position, 
has not called in question by the l^end of which General Smith complains. 

General Smith himself admits in this claim that General Rosecrans had in mind 
the desirability of throwing a bridge to communicate with Lookout Valley, and that 
he visited the river on October 19, the day that General Smith first visited Browns 
Ferry, for the purpose of selecting a bridge Mte. General Smith, however, contends 
that General Rosecrans did not visit Browns Ferry for this purpose, but that he 
examined a point near Moccasin Point and opposite the mouth of Lookout Creek. 

The points to which General Smith further directs attention are those which have 
never been promulgated or adopted in any form by this commission, but were set 
forth in newspaper letters of the present chairman of the commission before he 
became a meml3w of it, which were not written even in his capacity as historian of 
the commission, which were not suggested by the commission, and which never had 
either official form or official sanction. Upon this purely unofficial matter he now 
asks the Secretary of War to rule officially. 

If, as seems apparent from the communication of General Smith to the Secretary 
of War, as well as from his notes upon the Browns Ferry movement set forth in the 
additional paper signed by him, he contends that the plan for opening the river line 
of supplies through Lookout Valley to Bridgeport did not originate with General 
Rosecrans, but with himself, this commission finds full official support for its claim 
that General Rosecrans originated the plan in the following official records: 
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Three days after Browns Ferry had been occupied by General Rosecrans's ordere, 
and three days before General Smith's arrival from the East, Quartermaster-tieneral 
Meige telegraphed from Chattanooga to the Secretary of War aa follows: 

When the troops understood to be on their wa^ here arrive, Greneral RoeecranB 
expette to recover command of the river to Bndgeport, Supplies can then be 
accumulated by water. 

Upon the arrival of General Hooker at Cincinnati in command of the forces pro- 
ceeding from the Army of the Polomac to the relief of General Rosecrsns at Chatta- 
noc^a, General Hooker telegraphed General Rosecrans on September 29, " Will Gen- 
eral Rosecrans please indicate the points where the troopa will leave the railroad? " 
and on September 30 General Eoseorana replied: " Your corpe will pass directly to 
Bridgeport without reehipment at Nashville. Field transportation will be ready for 
you at Bridgeport" 

On tlie same day Colonel Hodges, chief quartermaster at Nashville, telegraphed 
General Eosecrans: " Will you please give me an idea aa to where the troops now 
coming in will be for the present? " To which General Eosecrans immediately 
replied the same day; "The troops coming in will operate on the Lookout Valley 
line unless called northward." At this time General Smith had not reported from 
the East to General Eosecrans. 

It is held by the commission that these dispatches make it perfectly clear that 
General Eosecrans, at a time previous tothearrii-alof General Smith at Chattanoi^^ 
and at least three days before the latter was put on duty there, and nearly three 
weeks before the day which General Smith himself fixes as the date of his first visit 
t« Browns Ferry, had fully decided upon the plan of opening Lookout Valley by an 
advance of General Hooker's troops from Bridgeport in cooperation with the troops 
from Chattanoc^. 

On the 22d of April, 1865, General Rosecrans appeared before the Committee on 
the Condnct of the War, in Washington, and, upon being sworn, testifled as follows 
in rc^rd to his plan for opening the tine oC supplies through Lookout Valley to 
Bridgeport, this testimony being quoted in part oidy by General Smith in his letter 
to the honorable Secretary of War: 

Aa early as the 4th of October, fourteen days after the battle, I called the attention 
of General Thomas and Cieneral Garfield to the map of Chattano<^ and vicinity, 
and, pointing out to them the positions, stated that as soon as I could jwrnsibly get 
the bridge materials for the purpose I would take possession of Lookout Valley 
opposite the passage over the extremity of the mountain and fortify it, thus com- 
pletely covering the road from there to Bridgeport on the south side as well as the 
river, and giving us practical possession and use of both, as well aa of Lookout Val- 
ley; because, by means of a fortified tSte-de-pont, after our fortifications at Chatta- 
nooga were completed, we could easily concentrate our whole foree to fight the 
enemy if he entered Lookout Valley, and that within less than two hours' mareh, 
while he could not approach us in foree with artillery without making a circuit over 
Lookout Mountwn, by way of Fricks and Stevena Gap, 26 miles southeast, which 
would take two or three days. 

An interior line of fortifications was l^d' out and put in course of construction, 
designed to cover our depots with a garrison of one or two divisions against all the 
forces the enemy could bnng. I had, moreover, ordered the construction of small 
steamboats and baizes at Bridgeport to run thence to Chattanooga, two of which 
were well advanced when the army crossed on its advance into Geoi^a; and from 
the 23d of September my correspondence and my staff officers will testify that I was 
urging the quartermaster. Captain Edwards, who had the work in hand, to hasten 
its completion, which it was hoped would be the case by the time we were ready to 
take and hold Lookout Valley. To effect this, General Hooker was directed to con- 
centrate his troops at Stevenson and Bridgeport and advised that aa soon as his train 
should arrive, or enough of it to subsist lis army 10 or 13 miles from his depot, he 
would be directed to move intoLookout Valley to take possession of that; and every 
effort was made to complete the pontoons, etc., to connect that with our troops at 
Chattanooga. On the 19th of October I examined the river and selected a point for 
the crossing of the bridge at Ferry to connect Hooker's with the forces at Chatta- 



nooga. I, moreover, directe^l Gen. W. F. Smith to reconnoiter the shore above 
Chattanooga, with a view to that very movement on the enemy's right flank which 
was afterwards made hy General Sherman. (RepiJit on the Conduct of the War, 
vol. 3, 2d series, p. 33 of Rotecrane'e Campaigns. ) 

This sworn etatement of General Koeecrane in regard to his plan for openii^ the 
lino of communication by way of Lookout Valley to Bridgeport was accepted with- 
out ((ueation for twenty-eight yeant, and, so far as this commission id informed or 
believes, was never called in question by anyone until the publication oE General 
Smith's present claim in1K91. Jtwasalsoregardedbythiscommission as very signifi- 
cant that General Smith, in hia official report of the Browns Ferry movement, made 
a few days after it had been executed, does not hint at this claim even by inference. 
In fact, hestates distinctly in the opening of his report that he was ordered to recon- 
noiter the river for an entirely different duty, namely, to ascertain whether he could 
find alocation for nturehouses behind Williaina Island. This of itself, iii the opinion 
of the commission, shows clearly that General Bosecrans, when iie ordered General 
Smith to make this reconuoissance for the purpose named, had fully in mind hisplan 
for opening Lookout Valley, and thus making it possible for steamboats to reaj:li the 
proposed storehouses behind Williams Island, which is an island in the river a short 
distance below Browns Ferry. 

In regard to the origin of this plan. General Grant, on the 2Stli of October, the day 
after ils execution under General Smith, telegraphed General Halleck at Washington; 



Maj. Gen. II. W. Hallbck, 

IVoihinglon. D. C: 
General Thomas's plan for securing the river and south side road hence to Bridge- 
port has proven eminently succe^ful. The question of supplies mav now T>e 
re^rded as settled. If the rebels cive ua one week more time, Tthink all danger of 
losing territory now held by us will have pasaed away, and preparations may com- 



mence for offensive operatior 



U. P. Geant, Major-General. 



General Thomas, in his report made to the Committee on the Conduct of the War, 
as appears in the supplement Volume I, page IIS, has the following to say in regard to 
the origin of the Browns Ferry movement: 

H&AnQUASTEBS DEPARTMENT ClJMBEIILAN'D, 

October IB, 18GS—11 p. m. 
Major-General Hooker, Sleveneon: 

Maj. Gen. G. H. Thomas directs me to state that, in obedience to the orders of the 
President of the United States, he has assumed command of the Department of the 
Cumberland. He desires that you will use all possible dispatch iu concentrating 
your command and preparingto move in accordance with the instructions of General 
Bosecrans, leaving proper nulroad guards. 

J. J. Rbvnoldb, 
MajoT-General and Chief of Staff. 
The instructions referred to in the above were to concentrate as much of his com- 
mand at Bridgeport as he could safely spare from guarding tJie railroad between that 
point and Nashville and to hold himself in readiness to move at any moment toward 
Chattanooga for the purpose of opening communication with that place by river and 

grail. Before he was relieved in command of the Department of the Cumberlan<l 
neral Eosecrana and his chief enpneer, Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith, had consulted 
together as to means of relieving the army at Chattanooga from the perilous condi- 
tion it was in, owii^ to the great difficulty of obtaining supplies, ana had partially 
planned the movement, which was left to me to be completed when I assumed 
command, namely, to open a short line of supplies from Bridgeport. 

It is pertinent to add, upon the authority of Gen. J. J. Reynolds, chief of slafi, that 
upon ilie morning of this order from General Thomas, General Rosecrans, before 
starting on his ride to Browns Ferry, sent an order to General Hooker at Bridge- 
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port, directing him to hold his command in readiness to march, for reasons mt forth 
in General Thomas's testimony, as quoted above. This dispat^ih, as it will be 
notice<1, was received at Stevenson at 9 o'clock on the morning of the Idth: 

Stevbnson, OOolifT IS, ises — 9 a. m. 
Br^. Gen. E. S. CiunGEB: 

Dispatch received. Have jiiHt received orders from department headquarters to 
hold my command in readiness to nmn-h at short notice. Yours will be the onlv 
troops left on the line when I leave, therefore I can not relieve them. Confer with 
General Bosecrans on the subject. 

JOSBPS HoOKEB, 

Major-General, Commandhig. 
In 1868, when General Thomas's headquarters, Department of the Cumberland, 
were at Louisville, the engineer ofBee, being ready to issue General Thomas's official 
map of the campaigns of the Army of the Cumberland, wrote to General Thomas's 
headquarters for such corrections, if any, as it was thought desirable to make in the 
legends which had been furnished in 1865, with the map, to the engineer's office. 
These legends, as tlrst submitted to the engineer's office, contained this part^rapli, 
omitting, as will be seen, any part that General Rosecrans may have had in the plan 
for opening the river: 

On the 18th October Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas succeeded General Rosecrans in 
the command of tlie Department of the Cumberland. GeneralGrantarrjved in Chat- 
tanooga on the 23d, and, approving of General Thomas's plans, they werecarried into 
execution. General Thomas directed Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith, chief eimneer, to 
make a lodgment on the south bank of the Tennessee River, at Browns Ferry, and 
seize the range of hills in that vicinity, as they commanded the Kelleys Ferry road. 
In connection with this movement. General Hooker was to cross the Tennessee River 
at Bridgeport and advance on Wauhatchie. 

This portion of the legend was amended at General Thomas's headquarters by 
returning it with the following insertion, showing that prior to being relieved— that 
is, prior to the day that General Smith, as he himself claims, first visited Browns 
Ferry — General Rosecrans had ordered Hooker's troops to advance toward Chatta- 
nooga for the purpose of opening the line of supplies: 

Prior to being relieve<l General Rosecrans had ordered the concentration of Hook- 
er's troops at Bridgeport, preparatory to advancing aloi^ the line of the railroad 
toward Chattanooga. On assuming command of the Army of the Cumberland Gen- 
eral Thomas ordered the immediate execution of this movement, and, after consult- 
ing with Brijg. Gen. W. F. Smith, chief eneineer, he determined upon certain other 
movements in conjunction with General Hooker's advance, looking to the opening 
of the Tennessee River and main wi^on road from Bridgeport to Browns Ferry, it 
being impossible tosupply theannyat Chattanooga by the road on the north bank of 
the nver. 

The technicalities by which General Smith seeks to limit the point in Lbokout 
Valley where General Rosecrans intended to throw his bridge to the exact mouth of 
Lookout Creek are not regarded by this commission as of any force, since this was 
not only a thoroughly unmilitary point, hut an impossible point, unless the throw- 
ing of a bridge was to be supported by a sufficient force to clear Lookout Valley of 
the enemy and drive the Confederate army off Lookout Mountain. A bridge thrown 
at this point, as everyone who examines it sees at a glance, would have been under 
the plunging Are of batteries and riflemen upon inaccessible bluffs on the opposite 
shore, and the route of supply wi^ns to and from the bridge would have been 
under artillery fire for more than a mile. It is held by this commission that to 
assume that an ofhcer of General Rosecrans's attainments would have attempted lo 
throw a bridge at the mouth of Ijxikout Creek, when the long-eatablished road from 
Chattanooga into Lookout Valley crossed at Browns Ferry, much nearer Chattanooga 
and quite beyond the reach of the enemy's guns, is too preposterous for serious con- 
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aider&tioD. Undoubtedly the tenna "mouth of Lookout Creek" were used as equiva^ 
lent ti) the mouth of Lookout Valley. 

^Vhile no official dt'cisioii has been made by this i^omniismon because of the iinofS- 
cial agitation of the ^-ariouH claims of (jeneral Soiith, the meml>ere of this commissioii 
have given much and careful study to all questions involved in the present discus- 
sion. They have mtiHfieil themselves by abundant testimony and, as they think, 
beyond possibility of doubt that what is now known as Browns Ferry has been so 
known back to the time of the Indian occupation of the surroundii^ country. 

Mr. Allison, a resident of Chattanooga and a pilot upon the Tennessee River in 
that vicinity tor a long term of years before the war, says that to his knowledge no 
other ferry than what ia now known as Browns Ferry has ever existed, within his 
knowledge of the river, between that point an<l Chattanooga. 

Mr. Parker, an old citizen who has lived all hie life in Lookout Valley near Browns 
Ferry, intornw members of the comraissioa that the present Browns Ferry has been 
known as such, to his knowledge, for seventy-five years, and that during ttiat time 
there has been no ferry above it from Lookout Valley either by that or any other 

Much has been made at tunes in the coune of this discussion of a claim that a 
ferry existed in the vicinity of Moccasin Point, and it has been attempted to estab- 
lish this claim by reference to the capture and recapture of a ferryboat at the foot of 
Lookout Mountain, above the mouth of Lookout Creek, Upon prosecuting inquiry 
into this matter the commission discovered and entered into correspondence with 
members of the One hundred and fifteenth Illinois Infantry who were eng^ed in 
navigating this boat at the time of its capture by the Confederates. It turns out to 
have been a boat which had floated down from the vicinity of Cbattano<^a and 
caught upon the shoal between the city and Lookout Mountain. The boat was dis- 
lodged from this position by a detail from the One hundred and fifteenth Illinois 
Infantry, and in the attempt to take it to the vicinity of Williams Island it came 
under the fire of the Confederate pickets and was captured. It was subsequently 
recaptured by our forces. Full information in regard to these facts in writing from 
the persons ei^aged in the attempt to take the boat down the river is now in the 
possession of this commission. The boat had never been used as a ferry anywhere 
in the vicinity of Lookout Mountain or Lookout Valley. 

Capt. William Margedant, now residing at Hamilton, Ohio, who was General 
Rosecrans's topographical engineer at the time of the Browns Ferry movement, has 
exhibited (o membera of the commission photographs of the river, including Browns 
Ferry and the adjacent shores, taken before General Smith arrived from the Eastern 
army, by direction of General Bosecrans, as part of the work of preparing for opening 
the river at that point. 

Gen. J. J. Reynolds, chief of staff to Gieneral Rosecrans, who rode with the General 
on the 19th of October, 1863, to Browns Ferry for the purpose of examining it with 
a view to throwing a bridge at that point, has recently visited that position with a 
member of the commission. He clearly recognized it as the point to which he rode 
with General Rosecrans the day the latter was relieved. Upon also visiting the river 
in the vidnily of Moccasin Point and opposite the mouth of Iiookout Creek, he was 
equally ceriain tliat no point in that vitinity had been examined with a view to 
bridging the river at that location. 

Maj. Frank S. Bond, now residing in New York, and senior aid to General Rose- 
crans in Chattanooga, also rode with the General and General Reynolds on October 
19 to Browns Ferry tor the purpose of selecting a point for a practicable crossing tor 
General Hooker's command into Lookout Valley. He said of liis recollections: 

They are, however, perfectly clear as to the fact that General Rosecrans, General 

"eynolds, General "Baldy" Smith, and I started early on the morning of October 19 

Take a reconnoissance on the nort;h bank of the river for the purpose of selecting a 
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point for a practicable crossing for General Hooker's command into Lookout Valley. 
A careful examination of the river waa made and a point known as Browne Ferry 
waseelected for sach crossing. The entire day waaspent in making this esamination, 
tmd my recollection is that it was just after dark when we returned to Chattanooga, 
and the General, stopping at Gonial Thomaa'a headquartera, there learned that the 
order relieving him from command had been received. General Smith, while 
admittii^ that he started with General Rosecrane to make an examination of the 
river, claims that the General stopped at Bome hospital enroute, and that he (Gen- 
eral Smith ) went on by himself aiid made an examination of the river on his own 
account. I do not wish to be understood as questioning Cieneral Smith's statements 
as to his personal movements; be should know as to them better ttiaa I. I do know, 
however, that I accompanied General Kottecrans, with General Beynolds, in making 
that reconnoissance, and that the point on the river known and believed to he 
Browns Ferrv waa selected as the best point for a crossing. I also know of my own 
knowledge that previous to making this examination of the river orders had been 
given for the buildinjt of some fifty or more pontoons additional to those required for 
a second bridge (at Chattanooga), and that these were intended to be used for such 
crossing, and they were about eompletedon the day General Rosecrans made his 
selection of Browns Ferry as the point where he intended to move General Hooker's 
command across the river. I have also a distinct recollection that prior to this exam- 
ination of the river bank I accompanied General Rosecrans a number of times to the 
point where the pontoons necessary for this movement were beiog construcled. 

Col. A. J. Mackay, chief quartermaster on the staff of General Thomas, writing to 
Major Bond, says: 

Let me here say that I fully concur in your statement that orders had been given 
to build boats for brid^ng the river at Browns Ferry previous to the arrival of Gen- 
eral Smith, Upon his arrival General Smith assum^ full chai^ and direction of 
the work to open the "cracker line" — a service for which be secured the recognition 
of the principal generals. 

In reference to General Rosecrans's plans for the Browns Ferry movement as they 
had developed previous to General Smith's arrivat in the Western army. Captain 
Margedant, topographical engineer of the department, writes to this commission 
that he had already prepared for General Rosecrans a map of Browns Ferry and its 
surroundings, being the Browns Ferry where the pontoon bridge was afterwards 
thrown, and that at this point he had on his map sketched in the boats of a pontoon 
bridge, and, further, that this map was taken from his headquarters to General Smith's 
headquarters immediately after General Smith was assigned to duty as chief engineer 
of the Department of the Cumberland, by Coast Survey officers acting under General 
Smith's orders. 

As to the claim of General Smith that no progress map exists after the one to which 
he calls attention, which was issued at Bridgeport previous to the occupation of 
Chattanooga, and which showed Browns Ferry at the mouth of Lookout Creek 
and Williams Ferry at the point now known as Browns Ferry, and that consequently 
Gieneral Rosecrans knew of no other position except that one at the mouth of Look- 
out Creek under the name of Browns Ferry, It is, notwithstanding, a fact that General 
Rosecrans ordered the occupation of the present Browns Ferry on the 22d of Septem- 
ber, the day that the Federal anny reached Chattanooga after the battle of Chicka- 
mauga. In obedience to this order, Brawns Ferry was occupied in force by artillery 
and infantry on the 23d day of September, which was a week before General Smith's 
arrival in the Western army and two weeks before he assumed command of the engi- 
neering forces. According to the report of Gen. W. C. Whitaker, dated on the 24th 
of September, 1863, to Gen. J. B. Steedman, "the One hundred and fifteenth Illi- 
nois Volunteers, one section of the Eighteenth Oliio Battery, at Browns Ferry, about 
3 miles below the position of Colonel Champion," Colonel Champion's command 
being stationed at Moccasin Point. 

According to General Smith's own statement, when he first visited Browns Ferry, 
on the 19th of October, he fonnd it in the possession of troops which had been stationed 
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there for the purpose of gnarding it Tbeee were the same troops that had been 
placed there by General Boeecntna's ordere some time before General Smith's arrival 
at the West. 

It is also a fad that the flret official map issued afl«r the occupation of Chattanooga 
by the Union Army showed Browns Ferry in its proper place; that is, at the point 
where the pontoon bridge was thrown at the time of the Browna Ferry movement. 
This map waa called to the attention of members of the commission at the time 
General Smith's citum became a matter of discussion before the pnbhc, and, while 
there is no doubt of its existence, it has been mislaid and it has not been possible to 
produce it at the present time. 

General Smith, in his communication to the Secretary of War, in his pamphlet, 
and in other papers in which he has preferred his claim, contends that since Genera! 
Koeecrans was engaged previous to hia relief in enei^tically prosecuting the build- 
ing of a railroad on the north side of the river, on the long rnut«, for supplies, it fol- 
lows that he did not have in mind a plan for opening the line of supplies ou the 
south side of the river throogb Lookout Valley. This line of railroad, which was 
nearly completed at the Ume of General Rosecrans's relief, extended from Bridge- 
port to Jasper, in the Sequatchie Valley, and its completion would have obviated the 
long haul over the Cumberland Mountains and have left only the crossing of Wal- 
dens Bidge to enable the supply trains to reach Chattanooga. 

General Smith, however, throughout this contention, fails to stale thaton the very 
page of the record which sets forth General Rosecrans's activity in opening this sec- 
tion of railroad, to avoid the croesiug of the Cumberland Mountains by bis trains, 
there is a letter to General Hooker bearing the same date as the one urging the com- 
pletion of this section of railroad, in which he is notified that "we must have the 
river, and that Boon," the letter further informing General Hooker that if Sherman, 
whose troops had left Corinth that day under orders to push forward to Tuscumbta, 
should come in at Huntsville, he [General Koeecrans] would then be able to concen- 
trate and move Hooker's entire force at once, and follows this with the statement 
just quoted, "We must have the river, and that soon." 

This is held not only to dispose of General Smith's partial presentation of this 
branch of the subject, but of bis whole contention upon this point, and, further, to 
show the wisdom of General Bosecrans in not being willing to allow the vital ques- 
tion of supplies to rest npon one line alone while it was within his power to make 
another available. 

General Smith quotes the following from General Thomas's report, as establishing 
bis claim for originating the plan for opening the Tennessee River: 

To Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith, chief engineer, should be accorded great praise for the 
ingenuity which conceived and the ability which executed the movement at Browne 
Ferry. 

The simple meaning of this is, as the whole context plainly shows, that, the execu- 
tion of the Browns Ferry movement being placed in General Smith's hands, he con- 
ceived all the details necessary to its execution with great ingenuity and executed 
the plan intrusted to him, or, as General Thomas further expresses it on the next 
page of hia testimony, "the work assigned him," with ability. 

To sum the whole matter up, for the reasons herein set forth the commission 
holds to the views: 

First. That General Bosecrans originated the plan tor opening the line of supplies 
from Chattanooga by way of Browns Ferry through Lookout Valley to Bridgeport 
before the arrival of General Smith from the Eastern army. 

Second. That General Rosecrans selected what he then knew as Browns Ferry 
and which is now known as such, for the location of a pontoon bridge to connect 
Chattanooga with Lookout Valley. 
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Third. That wfaeu the time for executing the Browns Ferry movement arrived its 
details were committed to General Smith and the troops for the execution thereof 
placed under his command, and thatheperformed the important duty thus intrusted 
to liim with an ahility and brilliancy which secured him nniversal approbation at 
OxB time and which lias been as uiivetBaUy accorded him ever since. 
Very truly, yonre, 

H. V. BOVNTON, 

Ooirman of O 



tnHXRAL SKTtS'S OOKKZITTB ON TEX FBBCZDnra PAFZa, 

1825 Pine Street, Phii.aiiei,phia, AprU S, 1S98. 
Col. HsNar M. DomKLD, Detrmt. 

My Dbak Sir: I thank you for your favor of the 24th ultimo, inclosing General 
Boynton'a lengthy reply to my claim, which I herewith return. 

I shall not undertake to reply to or even to comment on the greater part of Gen- 
eral Boynton'a statements or arguments. To my mind there are but two questions 
to be answered. 

1. Is it in accordance with the truth to speak, as the l^end does, of the opem- 
tions at Browns Ferry as beii^ "the execution of a plan for recovering Lookout 
Valley devi»ed by General Bmecrant," if it should be found as a fact that General 
Bosecrans did not visit Browns Ferry himself or select it as the sit« where the bridge 
sbonld be thrown? 

To my mind this question admits of but one answer. That General Bosecrans 
" had in mind the desirability of establishing a bridge over the river" I have admitted 
in my claim. But the language of General Boynton, that Greneral Roeecrans had a 
"general plan for opening the Tennessee River," I think is far in advance of the 
facts, unless it con at least be ebown that he selected the spot where the bridge could 
be tiirown. But if the only place which he visited was a place where a bridge 
could not be thrown — or if thrown, miuntained — he can not properly be said to be 
entitled to the credit of having "deoited a plan" the execution only of which was 
left to me. 

2. If I am right in this contention, the old question, and (o my mind the only real 
question in this whole conlroveray, recurs — did General Bosecrans select or even 
viut the place where the brii^ was thrown? 

On this point I have in my claim marshaled my evidence. I have called yonr 
attention to the Merrill map, with its notation of Browns Ferry near the end of 
Lookout Monntaiu; to Mr. Dana'stelegramof September 26, that General Bosecrans 
was alxiut to lay a bridge across the Tennessee at the moutb of Lookout Creek; to 
General Rosecrans's testimony before the Committee on the Conduct of the War, in 
which he said be intended to take possession of Lookout Valley opposite the pas- 
sage at the extremity of the mountain; to Mr. Dana's telegram of October 4, that 
the pontoons were being built "to cross the Tennessee at the mouth of Lookout 
Creek;" to Roeecrans's testimony where he says he selected a point "at Ferry," 
meaning without question the ferry mentioned on Merrill's map; to General Rey- 
nolds's letter, in which he says that he visited a battery "on the high ground on 
tiie north side of the river and nearly opposite a rebel battery on Lookout Mountain." 
And for a more extended mention of this evidence I would respectfully refer you to 
my claim. 

That the place which General Rosecrans visited on the 19th of October was a 
wholly unsuitable place to throw a pontoon bridge I admit as fully as does General 
Boynton on page 12 of his reply; but 1 have never claimed or believed that General 
Rosecrans ever thought it would answer. Ceriainiy the dispatch which he sent that 
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evening to General Halleck makes no allusion to hia having secured auuh a position. 
In my opinion General Boe^erans waa relieved from duty before he had found a 
suitable place for hia pontoon bridge. How, then, can he properly be credited with 
having devised the plan which I executed? 

3. General Boy nton has devoted considerable space to showing that the ferry where 
the bridge was thrown had always been known as Browns Ferry. Very poswbly 
thieia bo; certainly I am not disposed to queation it. But the place marked Browne 
Ferry on the Merrill map, which was the only map then in use, is at the end of 
Lookout Mountain. 

4. The attempt to weaken the effect of the letter of General Reynolds, a copy of 
which I append to my claim, will not commend itself, I apprehend, to your jndg- 
ment. What General Boynton says General Reynolds said to him ou being ahown 
the place where the bridge was thrown is certainly likely to be just what General 
Boynton wanteil him to Bay. What he wrote at first to me was very clear and 
admitted of no controversy. Had he visited any other place but the place mention«i 
by him— " tbehigh ground on the north aideof the river and nearly opposite a rebel 
battery on Lookout Moimtain"— he would have aaid so then. 

5. I pass by the B(;andalous accusation relating to Capt^n Kargedant withoat 
comment. 

6. No doubt it is true that the place where the bridge was thrown was afterwards 
known as Browns Ferry. I certainly knew it myself asBrowna Ferry, and no doubt 
the first map published after the 27tb of October corrected the mistake of Merrill. 
I see General Boynton aays thia map is lost. But what if it ia? 

7. I must decline to follow General Boynton into hia esamination of the plans of 
General Rosecrana in reference to the cooperation of the commanda of GenersiB 
Hooker and Sherman. 

Lastly. General Boynton says that General Roeecrans originated the plan of tbe 
Browns Ferry movement before I arrived at his headquarters, and selected the spot 
where the bridge waa finally thrown. How this conclusion can be re«onciled with 
General Rosecrana's testimony before the Committee on the Conduct of the War or 
with the information which he gave to Mr. Dana I am unable to see. 
But I leave the case in your hands, and remain, with great respect. 
Your obedient servant, 

Wm, F. Kmitb. 

Uhited States Sbnatb, 
Washington, D. C, Januarys, 1900. 
Dear Genbkal Corbin: On the application of Gen. "Baldy" Smith to Secretary 
Alger, Bome two years ago, an ofBcer was appointed to report on who waa entitled to 
the credit for the flanking movement at Bridgeport, below Chattanooga. General 
Duffield was appointed in the autumn of 1897 to report on that matter. He h*8 
never made his report, and General Smith ia anxioua that it ahould be made, whether 
it may be favorable to him or not. Will it be in order for you to au^est to General 
Duffield that the Department would be glad to receive his report? I should be pleased 
to have a copy of it for General Smith before it is published. 
Very respectfully, yours. 



Gen. H. C. Corhin, 

AdjuUmi^General U.S.A. 



Redpibld Pboctor. 



Wae Departmbnt, 

WiwAinjton, Jamtary 19, 1900. 
My Dbab Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of January 16 in reference to the 
legend of the atlas published by the Ohickamauga Park Commisdon in bo far as it 
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refere to Uie aiithareliip of the plan for relitivinf; tlm Aniiy of tht; Cuinb<;rtaDil from 
its position of etarvation in 1863. 

Upon your request in 1897 the matter 'xn" referred by the Secretary of War to Gen. 
H. M. DufSetd, of Detroit, a soldier of the Army of the Cumberland and a member 
of the Btaff of Gen. George H. Thomaa at Chattanooga. 

General Duffield made an exhaustive etudy of the caae from the records, and visited 
Ijie ground of operations for the purpose of refreshing hia memory and gathering new 
informatian. The official records upon which this commission bases its claim to the 
absolute correctnessof the legend in itsatlas, to which you refer, were also furnished 
General Duffield. When General Duffield had about completed his report the war 
with Spain was declared, and he went into the field. This postponed the completion 
of his report, 

I find that the report is now ready, and its receipt may be expected within a few 
days, when you will be fumisbed with a copy. 

Very truly, yours, Euiiu Root, 

Secrflary of ll'rr. 

Gen. William F. Smith, 

SS4 AdaTiis street, Wilmin(/Um, IM. 



Detroit, Mich., Jaminry ^J, 1000. 
Gen. H. C. CoKBiN, 

Ad^ant-GeneraFs O^e, WwiMngUm, D. C. 
My Dear Genbhal; I only last Saturday found the papers in the Browns Ferry 
case. They had been put away with gther papers when 1 went to Cuba. There was 
no completed report, but only the data tor one. I am completing the report now, 
however, and will have it finished in a day or two. It will be necessary for me to 
refer to some maps in the Engineer's Office, at Washington, before submitting the 
report, and as soon as the report is ready I will run down and present it in person. 
I think now I can leave here the latter part of this week. 

Yours, sincerely, Hknkv M. Dukfielj). 



War DsrARTMENT, Aixkjtant-Gbn'eral'h Okfici:, 

Waskingtim, January S4, 1900. 
Dear Senator Proctob: In connection with your conversation this morning, \ 
b^ to hand you the inclosed from General Duffleld, which has just been received. 
Very respectfully, 

H. C. CoRBEN, AdjvlaiU-Oenerul. 
Hon. Redfieu) Prootor, 

United States Senate. 



OEHEBAL DVTTIELD'B BEPOBT. 

DtTKoiT, Jlifii., January SS, 1900. 
The Skcrftary or War. 

Sib; In obedience to the instructions contained in the letter of November 30, 1897, 
from Hon. Russell A. Alger, Secretary of War, referring to me the claim of Bvt. 
Maj, Gen. Wil'iam F. Bmith respecting the legend on the Atlas of the Battlefields of 
Chickamauga, Chattanooga, and vicinity, I have the honor to submit the following 
report. It was prepared to be submitted in the spring of 1898, hut deferred by 
direction of Secretary Alger on account of the pressure of affairs in the Deportment 
incident to the Spanish- American war. 
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A copy of Ueneml Suiith'a ulaim was presented to the Chickamauga and Cluitt&- 
nooga National Park CouuniBaion and their reply was sent to General Smith, and, 
with hi« rejoinder and claim, accompanies this report. 

In connection with these papers, I have ^ven the matter very careful attentjon, 
and have visited Moccaain Point and Browns Ferry, with which I waafamiliarduring 
service at ChatlajioagB in 1863, and have also made personal examination of the 
maps and documents in the War Department referred to in this report. 

This is the matter in diapate: In the Atlas of the Battlefields of Chickainauga, 
Chattanooga, and vicinity, published under the direction of Daniel 8. Lament and 
Russell A. Alger, Secretaries of War, by the Ghickamauga and Chattanooga 
National Park Commission, tS96-97, the legend accompanying "Map No. 6, Chatta- 
nooga," contains the following statement: 

"At daylight on October 27 the river line of communication with Brit^port 
was opened by the execution of a plan for recoverii^ Lookout Vallev devised by 
General Bosecrans, approved by General Thomas, and ordered executed by General 
Grant mider the mimediate command of Brigadier-General Smith. Browns Ferry 
was captured by troops from Chattanooga, and simultaneously Hooker's forces 
marched from Bridgeport and the next afternoon appeared in Lookout Valley." 

The correctness of this statement is challenged by General Smith. In support of 
his contention he submits with his claim a, pamphlet published by him some years 
since (1895) and other papers. 

The argument in his pamphlet is that General Rosecrans had no detennined plan 
for opening the short line along the south side of the river between Bridgeport and 
Chattanoc^, while the claim in his letter of November 15, 1897, to Secretary Alger, 
which i::< the hiasis of this reference, is that Roaecrans's plan, as stated in his testimony 
before the Committee on the Conduct of the War, was to "take possession of Look- 
out Valley opposite the passa^ over the extremity of the mountain and fortify it;" 
that General Rosecrans contemplated a crossing from Moccasin Point nearly abreast 
of the mouth of Lookout Creek, which, with the bridge, if laid there, would be under 
the firo of the enemy's cannon on the nose of Lookout Mountain, and was wholly 
impracticable; that he (General Smith) discovered the strategicimportance of Browns 
Ferry, where the bridge was laid, and conceived the plan of making a croasii^ there, 
and that General Rosecrans did not select or even visit the locality." 

The reply of the commission asseriB that as to the latter claim of General Smith: 

"there is no position which this commission has taken in its maps, l^enda, or his- 
torical tablets at issue between General Smith and the commission. These le ""''" 



and tablets simply ascrilw the or^in of the funeral plan for opening the Tenneseee 
Biver to General Rosecrans and the execution of it to General Smith. The claim 
thus stated reduces itself to the contention that General Smith, and not General 
Rosecrans, selected Browns Ferry as the jwaition for throwing the bridge, a point 
which this commission, notwithstandinp its dissent from General Smith's pomlion, 
has not called in question by the legend of which General Smith complains. 

In his rejoinder General Smith strenuously combats this position of the commis- 
sion and furthermore insists that he " must suppose that the mape, legends, and his- 
torical tablets are in accord with the book prepared by General Boynton, which Ib 
not only a guide to the park but contains a brief history of the events preceding the 
battle of Missionary Ridge," and asks that the statements in this iwok be taken np 
and examined. 

I do not understand that the reference to me authorizes any investigation of the 
accuracy of the book referred to; neither do I think I should ask the entarpng of 
the inatnictions in this regard su^ested by General Smith. While it is prepared by 
General Boynton, who is now ciiairman of the commission, it does not purport to be 
official, is not published by the commission, and was never approved by the Secre- 
tary of War. 

On the other baud, I am of the opinion that the It^nd fairly implies that " the 
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plan devieed by Gieneral Soaecrans" contemplated acrosingat the point wbere the 
croeeing was in fact made. 

General Smith had charge of the preparation for and eiecation of the movement 
at Browns Ferry, and performed the service with auch signal skill and energy tliat it 
was a complete and perfect siicceBs, The credit and honor to General Smith of this 
service haa never been questioned and can not be taken from him, whoever may have 
discovered the stret^c importance of Browns Ferry or conceived the plan in respect 
of such a movement. 

The thanks of Gen. George H. Thomas, commandii^ the department, were offi- 
cially tendered to General Smith and theofflceraand men of the expedition under his 
command,' and in a later report General Thomas says, "To Brig, t^ien. W. F. Smith, 
chief engineer, should be accorded great praise for the it^^uity which conceived 
and the ability which executed the movement at Browns Ferry." ' Assistant Secre- 
tary of War Dana, who had been sent to the army by Secretary Stanton to keep him 
informed of the situation, reported: "The great success, however, was General Smith's 
operation at the mouth of Ijookout Valley; its brilliancy can not be exaggerated;"* 
and shortly after General Grant recommended that General Smith be placed first on 
the list for promotion to the rank of major-general.* Bnt this does not dispose of 
the controversy. 

Two questions remain; First, had General Bosecrans any plan for opening the 
short line along the sontb side of the river between Brid^port and Chattanoi^a? 
Second, did that plan have in view the crossing of the river at the point where the 
bridge was laid by General Smith? 

First. The Army of the Cumberland, after the battle of Chickamauga, retired into 
the valley and town of Chattanooga September 21, 1863. It took position on the 
22d of September from the mouth of Chattanot^a Creek on its right to Citico Creek 
on its left flank. Within these lines it occupied both banks of the Tennessee River, 
with detachments sufficient to guard the fords and ferries in the vicinity. The Con- 
federates held the points of Lookout and Raccoon Mountain and Lookout Valley, 
which Ues between them, and thus closed the Union line of supplies by river and by 
railroad to Bridgeport. 

The accompanying map gives a clear idea of the topography of the locality. It was 
prepared under General Smith's directions after the battle of Missionary Bidge. 

It is important to bear in mind the course of the river, which makes a horseshoe 
bend around Moccasin Point and flows back (northerly) almost parallel with its 
course, by Chattanooga, to a point considerably above Williams Island. Some of 
the references speak of "up" to Williams Island when it is "down" according to 
the current of the stream. 

September 24, 1863, Secretary of War Stanton telegraphed Mr. Dana at Chatta- 
nooga that the War Department had made arrangements to send 15,000 infantry, 
nnder General Hooker, from Washington, and would have them in Nashville in five 
or six days, with orders ' ' to push on immediately wherever General Eosecrana wants 

To a like dispateh from General Halleck, Rosecnms replied to send the infantry by 
brigadesas fast as possible, and let the artillery follow at leisure. "The great point is 
to have troops at Stevenson and Bridgeport to secure those points and the rsulroad. 
We can hold this point if we can keep up commimication and supplies." ' 

' Official Records, Serial No. 54, p. 68. 

" Van Home's History Army of the Cumberland, vol. 1, p. 398. 

» OfiScial Becorda, Serial No. 64, p. 72. 

'Official Records, Serial No. 66, p. 122. 

'Official Records, Serial No.48,p.l51. 
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General Hooker was ordered, with the Eleventh and Twelfth Corps, to proceed at 
once to the relief of the Department of the Cumberland and to report to General 
Koeecrana. On the 26th of September General Hooker reported to General Roae- 
cranB that hia command would leave Washington that day, and he hoped to be with 
it in Nashville by the let of October, and asked for orders for the disposition of his 
forces.' In reply General Roeecrans instmcted him that trains would await the 
arrival of his troops to bringtheadvance to Bridgeport and that the remainder would 
follow to the same point* A dispatch from General Koeecrans to Col. Thomas A. 
Scott, of the same date, with respect to transportadon of the troope, shows the urgent 
desire of General Rosecrans to concentrat* General Hooker's forces at Bridgeport.' 

A like dispatch to Colonel Innis, under date of 29th.' On September 30, at 10 
a. m., General Rosecrans telegraphed to General Hooker, "Your corpe will ptus 
directly to Bridgeport without reebipment at Nashville. Field tnuiaportftlion will 
be ready for you at Bridgeport." . September 30 Colonel Hodges, quartermaster at 
Nashville, telegraphed General Rosecrans the arrival of part of the Eleventh Army 
Corps, which had passed tbroi^h Nashville that morning, and asked General Eoee- 
crans to give him an idea as to where the troops now coming in will be for the pres- 
ent To which General Rosecrans replied on the same day, "Troops comii^ in will 
operate on the Lookout Valley line unless called northward," and in the same dis- 
patch he says, " We want nails assorted for pontoons; have plenty of rope assorted 
fflzes,"* October 16 Mr. Dana telegraphed aconversation with General Rosecrans, in 
which General Rosecrans represented that "the possession of the river as far upas 
head of Williams Island [which was but a short distance from Browns Ferry and 
3 miles or more from Moccasin Point] is a tine qua non to the holding of 
Chattanooga, but that it is impossible for him to make any movement toward gain- 
ing such possession until General Hooker's troops are concentrated and his trans- 
portation gets up. Hooker's troops are now scattered along the line of the railroad 
and can not be got together before next Wednesday," General Hooker had been 
ordered to concentrate his troops, and on the 12th of October General Rosecrans had 
ordered him to move a division as far as Whitesides, but at Hooker's request had 
delayed it until his batteries could go. With respect to this order Mr, Dana tele- 
graphed Secretary Stanton, "The necessity of opening the river being thus imperative. 
General Rosecrans has ordered Hooker to concentrate his troops preparatory to seis- 
ing the passes of Raccoon Mountain and occupying Shellroound, and, if possible. 
Lookout VaUey."* 

October 19, 1863, 9am., General Hooker telegraphs General Granger: "Have 
just received orders from department headquartera to hold commaJid in readiness to 
march at short notice. Yours will be the only troops left on the line when I leave.'" 

On the same day, at 11 p. m.. General Thomas notifies General Hooker that he 
has assumed command of the Department of the Cumberland, and ' ' desires that you 
will use all possible dispatch in concentrating your command and preparing to move 
in accordance with the instructions of General Rosecrans, leai'ing proper railroad 
guards.'" 

These instructions were to concentrate as much as possible of Hooker's command 
at Bridgeport as he could safely spare from guarding the nulroad between that point 

'Official Records, Serial No. 48, p. 159. 
'Official Records, Serial No. 48, p. 164. 

* Official Records, Serial No. 48, p. 177. 

* Official Records, Serial No. 52, p. 947. 
' Official Records, Serial No. 50, p. 216. 

* Official Records, Serial No. 53, p. 482. 
^ Officii Records, Serial No. 53, p. 4S5. 
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imd Nashville, and to hold hiuHelf in readiness to move at any moment toward 
ChatlaDo<^a for the purpose of opening communication with that place by river and 
rail.' 

The«e contemporaneous diepatchea leave no doubt that General Rosei^rans had in 
mind the general plan of recovering Lookout Valley and opening the river to Bridge- 
port by operations as far up (down the river) as the head o( Williams Island, and 
this is confirmed by the official reports. 

General Grant tel^raphed General Halleok October 28, 1863: "General Thomas's 
plan for securing the river and south side road hence to Bridgeport has proven emi- 
nently succeeaful. The question of supplies may now be regarded aa settled."' 

Gen. George H. Thomas, November 7, 1863, forwarding the reports of General 
Hooker and General Smith, with others, "of the operations of their respective com- 
mands between the 26th and 28th nltimo, to gain posaeBsion of the south bank of 
the Tennessee River and open the road for a depot of supplies at Bridgeport," 'says: 

"Preliminary steps had already been taken to execute this important movement 
before the command of the dej^ment devolved on me. The bridge which it was 
neceeeary to throw across the nver at Browns Ferry to ^ain possession of the north- 
ern end of Lookout Valley and open conimunication with Bri<%eport by road and 
river was nearly completed." 

Soon after the war General Thomas prepareil the Legends of the Operations of 
the Army of the Cumi)erland, which were published at Washii^on in 1869, 
together with the map illustrating them, which is entitled: 

[Coat at anas of Engineer Depsilment.] 

Map prepared to exhibit the campaigns in which the Army of the Cumberland 
took part during the war of the rebellion. By order of Maj. Gen. Geo. H. Thomas, 
IT. R. A. Conopiled under the direction of Bvt. Major Gen'l Z. B. Tower, chief 
'. Military Div. of the Tennessee, by Ed. Ruger, supt, top'l eng'r office at Nash- 
I. Assistants, Capt. A. Kilp and Lieut. R. Flach, 3rd U. 8. C. A. (Heavy) and 
AssL Top. Engra. 

The l^ends were originally written on the border of the map, but for convenience 
in circulation were printed in pamphlet form. They are not signed by General 
Thomas, but were undoubtedly prepared by him or under his direction and received 
his approval. The copy which I have was sent to me by General Thomas with a 
letter from him. 

On page 19 of these legends is the following statement: 

On the 19th of October Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas succeeded General Eosecrans 
in the command of the Department of the Cumberland. Prior to being relieved Gen- 
eral Boeecranfl had ordered the concentration of Hooker's troops at Bridgeport, pre- 
paratory toadvancingalongthe line of the railroad toward Chatlanoc^. Onassum- 
mg command of the Army of the Cumberland, General Thomas orderea the immediate 
execution of thia movement, and after consulting Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith, chief engi- 
neer, he determined upon certain other movements in conjunction with General Iloolc- 
er's advance looking to the openin^of the Tennessee River and main wagon road from 
Bridgeport to Browns Ferry, it being impossible to supply the army at Chattanooga 
by t£e road on the north bank of the river. 

General Grant arrived at Chattanooga on the 23d, and, approving of General 
Thomas's plana, they were carried into execution. 

These dispatches and reports compel me to the conclusion that General Rosecraas 
had in contemplation a plan for opening the line of communication to Bridgeport 
along the south ahore of the Tennessee River by crossing the river and taking poB- 
session of Liookout Valley. 

' Report of Committee on the Conduct of the War, Supplement Vol. I, p. 118, tes- 
timony of General Thomas. 
'Official Records, Serial No. 54, p. 66. 
'Official Records, Serial No. 54, p. 42. 
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Second. Did thie plan of Genenl Boeecnme's have in view the point at which the 
movement waa executed under General Smith's direction? 

It ie Btrenuonsly urged by General Smith that the only point of croeeing the river 
which General Bosecrans had in mind waa oppoeite the month of Lookout Creek 
and that General BosecrniiB never selected or even visited Browns Feny near the 
bead of Williams Island. To establish this he refers to the Merrill map, the tel^ 
grama of Mr. Dana of September 26 and October 4, 1863, the testimony of General 
Roset^raos before the Committee on the Conduct of the War; a letter from Gen. Joseph 
J. Reynolds in 1S95; a narrative of his (Genend Smith's) visit to Browns Ferry 
October 19, 1S63, unaccompanied by General Roeecrans or any of his staff, and a let- 
ter from Mr. C. A. Dona, May 22, 1896. 

The Merrill map isdatedCampStevenson, Alabama, Septembers, 1863. A copy is 
attached to General Smith's pamphlet, The Reopening of the Teonessee River, etc 
It showH two ferries, "Browns" and "Williams," the former designated abreaat of 
the mouth of Loohout Creek and the latter near the head of Williams Island. It is 
indorsed "Bec'd Sept. 26, 1863, without letter of transmittal. J. C. W." 

General Smith says it was the only map in use in the Army at the date of tbeee 
operatione. On the contrary, General Reynolds, who was General Rosecrans's chief 
of staff, write* General Smith in a letter dated May 23, 1895, " I have no recollection 
of ever having seen this map before to-day." He also says, in reference to another 
map which located Browns Ferry where the Merrill map does, "I have run my 
pencil through the name 'Browns Ferry' and have made a pencil mark across and 
down the river beyond the mouth of Lookout Creek; why and when I made these 
marks I can not now tell." 

That the location of Browns Ferry on this map is erroneous is not disputed. 
Browns Ferry near Willianas Island has been well known for eixty years and more, 
and there is no evidence except the map in question that there ever was a ferry by 
that name abreast the mouth of Lookout Creek. 

Again, I can not attach the importance to this map claimed for it by General Smith 
in viewoftheknowledge of the true location of Browns Ferry by officers of oar Army 
after the occupation of Chattanooga. 

Gen. John T. Wilder, with his brigade of monnted infantry, as early as Auffiut SI, 
188S, crossed Waldens Ridge and bombarded Chattanooga. He stated to the com- 
mission and confirmed it to me that on his arrival in front of Chattanoc^ on that 
day he sent Colonel Monroe, of the One hundred and third Illinois R^^ent of 
Mounted Infantry, to Browns Ferry, and on the nest day he visited the place under 
the guidance of William Cnitchfield, who told him that it was the main road for 
emigration to pass from that section of the country and that it was the direct road 
to Nashville. 

Browns Ferry wae occupied by artillery and infantry of our Army on the 23d day 
of September. General Whittaker reports September 24 the operations of his com- 
mand on the 23d and the distribution of his troops:' 

The Ninety-sixth Illinois, Eighty-fourth Indiana, Tenth Indiana Battery, Portieto 
Ohio, and one BectionElghteenthOhioBatteryaredirectlyopposite the base of Look- 
out Mountain, protecting the ferry. The One hundred and fifteenth Illinois and one 
section of the Mghieerdh Ohio BaUery, ot Braumi Ferry, about S mile» below thepoiitwn 
of Colonel Champion [Moccasin Point].' 

These were doubtless the troops which General Smith found there upon his recon- 

General Reynolds, in the letter of May 20, 1895, upon which General Smith relies, 
describii^ the reconnoissance with General Rosecrans, says: 

We crossed the river at Chattanooga and examined the country on the north aide 
with a view of selecting a location for a pontoon bridge. As I rememiber it, Browns 



Ferry was in ererybody'B mind as the proper place, but the point had not been 
deciaed definitely. We visited our lattery on the high (zrotuid on the north side of 
the river and about oppoeitea rebel battery on Lookout Mount^n. My underetand- 
ii^ was tbtA Bosecrane fixed Browns Ferry as the place for tbe bridge. 
The documents quoted from by General Bmitb are not irreconcilable with this 

General Rosecrans's testimony that he stated to General Giarfield that he "would 
take possession of Lookout Valley opposite the passage over the extremity of the 
mount»n and fortify it, thus completely covering the road to Bridgeport on the 
south Bide, as well as the river, and giving us practical possession and use of both, as 
well as of Lookout Valley," does not necessarily imply that he intended to crosa the 
river abreast of Lookout Creek. 

The movement which General Smith executed did these very things. General 
Hooker came up to Browns Ferry, and the result gave the Union forces practical pos- 
session and use of both riverandtheroadtoBridgeport, as wellasof Lookout Valley. 

The dispatches of Mr. Dana are not conclusive on this qnestion. It is true be says, 
in a loi^ dispatch of October 4, 1864, concerning other matters, " • • « Engi- 
neers are now engaged upon the pontoon bridge to cross the Tennessee at mouth of 
Lookout Creek," ' but he does not state his authority tor the location of the bridge. 
It is obvious that in such an intended movement the place of crossing would be kept 
as secret as possible. But onOctoberlS, 1863, he telegraphs: " 1 have just had a full 
conversation with General Eosecrans upon the situation. He says the possrasion o£ 
the river as far up' as the head of Williams Island at least is a tine qua non to the 
holding of Ciiattanooga. » » » The wagons must have all arrived by that time 
[next Wednesday], and if the enemy does not interfere sooner the movement upon 
Baccoon Mountalnand Lookout Valley may then beattempted.'" Obviously no move- 
ment upon Baccoon Mountain by crossing the river at Moccasin Point is here contem- 
plated, but a movement from the neighborhood of Williams Island. He telegraphs 
October 24, 1863; "Grant arrived last night, wet, dirty, and well. He is just going 
to reconnoiler an important position which General Bmith has discovered at the 
mouth of Lookout Valley, and which will be occupied from here simultaneously 
with Hooker's occupation of Raccoon Mountain."' Again,' "the force which will 
cross at Browns Ferry to occupy the mamelon at Oie mouth of Lookout FaWej; will con- 
sist, etc." Agwn,* "the great success, however, is General Smith's operation at the 
moulk of Lookout Valley." 

Finally, it is urged both by the commission and General Smith in their respective 
presentations ot the matter that a permanent crossing at the "Browns Ferry" des- 
ignated on the Merrill map was utterly impracticable and would avail nothing. An 
inspection of the locality so clearly shows this that it is not reasonable to conclude 
that officers of General Rosecrans's and General Reynolds's ability and experience 
would have selected it as the point of crossing the river. 

In an article in the December (1885) North American Review General Rosecnms 
states that he visited the place where the bridge was afterwards laid. This is denied 
by General Smith, who asserts that General Rosecrans did not select or even visit 
the place where the bridge was thrown, and claims that tbe decision oE this question 
should settle the whole controversy. 

In support of his position he reiies upon his personal narrative of his vmt and to 
tbe letters of Mr. Dana and of Gen. Joseph J. Reynolds, above noted. Unless it is 

' Official Records, Serial No. 50, page 207. 

' Down — a natural error because of the peculiar course of the river. 
'Dana to Secretary of War, Official Records, Serial No. 60, page 219. 
* Dana to Secretary of War, Official Records, Serial No. 54, page 70. 
*I>ana to Secretary of War, Official Records, Serial No. 54, page 71. 
'Dana to Secretary of War, Official Records, Serial No. 64, page 72. 
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abeolntely neceasary — and I do Dot think it is in thia ease — it is obvionriy undesir- 
able to teat the accurany of the l^ends by the recoltectiona of pereona after more 
than twenty years have paesed. However, I do not see any irreconcilable conflict in 
the premises. 

Mr. Dana recalls meeting (reneral Smith on October 19 and General Smith saying 
that he had come out with General Bosecrana to reconnoiter down the line of the 
river; that General Rosecrans was visiting in the boBpital and be (General Smith) 
would not wait for him any longer, and that they rode together until they parted 
where their roads diverged, Mr. Dana going up the mount^n and General Smith 
down toward the river. 

Oieneial Eeynolde remembers the reconnoiseance on Octolwr 19 with General Roee- 
cranB and another officer whose name he can not recall, to select a location for a pon- 
toon bridge; that they skirled the river generally as far as practicable and retmned 
to headquarters toward sunset; that Browns Ferry was already in everybody's mind 
as the proper place. 

This other officer was undoubtedly Maj. 8. Frank Bond, who, in a letter to Gen- 
eral Boynton November 7, 1895, recalls the occasion and states emphatically " that 
General Rosecrans, General Reynolds, General Smith, and himself started early in 
the morning of October 19 to make a reconnoissance of the north bank of the river; 
that a careful examination of the river was made, and a point known as Browns Ferry 
was selected; that the entire da^ was thus spent, and it was just after dark when 
they returned to Chattanooga. 

It seems to me very clear that these letters and the statement of General Smith 
only prove that both General Roaecians and General Smith visited the place where 
the bridge was afterwards thrown, but not at the same time. I can not agree that 
General Reynolds's letter fixes the place for the bridge at the point where the bat- 
tery which is mentioned was. The battery was on Moccasin Point, and both sides of 
the river between Chattanooga and the battery were occupied by our troops. It 
would naturally be the starting point of the reconnoissance, which was to skirt the 
river as far as practicable. Again, it was so near Chattanooga — not toexceed4miles— 
that if the reconnoissance stopped there it could not have occupied the entire day. 

My conclusion from these letters is that both General Smith and General Rose- 
crans on October 19 visited the place where the bridge was thrown, but not together, 
and that each selected it as the proper place for the bridge. 

Both were educated and practical military en^neers, and both recognised the fact 
that the place was about the only practicable point along the river for the bridge. 

For these reasons I am convinced that there is no error in and no injustice intended 
or done to General Smith by the legend in question. 
Respectfully, 

HbKBV M. DdPFIELD. 

Accompanying this report I send under separate cover the following papers: 

(1) Letter of instructions from Secretary Alger, November 30, 1897, with General 
SmiUi'a appeal and letter from him to Senator Proctor. 

(2) General Smith's pamphlet. The Reopening of the Tennessee River, etc, wili 
maps attached. 

(3) B«>ply of the Chickamai^ and Chattanooga National Park CommiHsion to 
General Smith's appeal, March &, 1898. [With A 1.] 

(41 General Smith's rejoinder to the above, April 3, 1898. 

(5) Copy of letter of Gen. Joseph J. Reynolds to General Smith, May 20, 1895. 

(61 Copy of letter of May 23, 1895, from same to same. 

(7) Letter of Gen. H.V.Boynton, January 12, 1898, stating conversation with Gen. 
John T. Wilder. 

(8) Letter of Maj. Franks. Bond to Gen. H.V.Boynton, November 7, 18M. [See 
page S3.] 

Ukmby M. Dufpibu). 
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OEHBKAI. SUTH'S APPEAL TO BICBETASY SOOT. 

Washinoton, D. C, March se, 1900. 
Hon. EuHU Root, Secretary of War. 

Sib: Od the 15th of November, 1897, I had the honor to addreee to your prede- 
cessor a protest in reference to a part of the "legend of the seriea of tD&pe published 
by the Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Park Commission." 

In the second paragraph is a Btatement giving to General Bosecrans credit for 
devising the plan for recovering posBCaaion of the short line of communication with 
Bridgeport by seizure of t!ie hills at Browns Ferry. As thia statement b entirely 
incorrect, I requested Secretary Alger !o refer the question at iasue "to some officer, 
other than any member of the present Chattanooga Commission." November 30, 
1897, Secretary Alger referred my protest to Col. Henry M. Duffield, the historian of 
the aforesdd Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Parle Commission. 

The simple condition in my request — that no member of that commisBion should be 
selected to report upon the historical accuracy of their l^end — was thus disregarded, 
and, 33 1 could do nothing, I submitted. 

The directions of the Secretary required a report before January 1, 1898, and hav- 
ing had no information in regard to it, in November, 1899, I made inquiries at the 
Departiment, where I. found that no report; had been received from Colonel (now 
General) Duffield, and gathered that none was expected. On February 15, 1900, I 
received from the Department General Duffield'a report, dated January 23, 1900, 
and in it he gives no reason for the fact that it was not submitted as directed, before 
January 1, 1898, but pleads that the pressure of business at the Department in the 
gpring of 1898 caused the Secretary to direct that the report be deferred. 

The report is, as I foresaw, adverse, and concludes by stating that "there is no 
error in, and injustice intended or done to General Smith by the l^end in question." 
I therefore have to snbmit to you a reply to this report, compiled from the official 
records and sufficient to show the justice of my protest. This reply will further 
show that I am making no effort to detract from the reputation of anyone, but that 
I am forced by these incorrect Statements to attempt to bring out the truth of this 
matter, as shown by the records. 

As the selection of General Duffield makes a report a mere statement by cotmael 
for the defense, and as the Department is indirectly responsible for the historical 
accuraey of the statements of its appointees, I am emboldened to ask you, in simple 
jostice, to appoint a board to examine into this question. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

\Vm, F, Surm, 
Brevet Major-General, United SttUea Army. 



[First Indorsemeni,] 

Adjutant-Genbral's Opftcb, 

Washington, Augu^ SS, 1900. 

Respectfully referred to Maj. Gen. John R. Brooke, United States Army, Governors 
Island, New York City, president of the board of officers this day appointed tiy the 
Secretary of War to consider and report upon the question herein referred to. 

The address of Maj. William F. Smith, United States Army, retired, is 824 Adams 
street, Wilmington, Del. ; the address of Gen. H. V. Boynton, president of the Chick- 
amauga and Chattanooga National Park Commission, is room 524, War Department, 
Washington, D. C. These papers will be returned to this office with the report of 
the board. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 



W. H. Carter, 
Agiidtmt Adjutaid-Oenerol. 
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Wab Depabtmbnt, Adjutant-General's OmCB, 

WoihinffUm, Au^uit S3, 1900. 
Maj. Geo. John R. Bbooke, 

Qmtaiandiiig Department of the EaM, 

OovemOTt Idand, New York. 
Sir: By direction of the Secretary of Wars board of officers, to consist of Maj. Gen. 
John E. Brooke, United States Army, Col. George L. Gillespie, Corps of Eogineers, 
United States Army, Col. Michael V. Sheridan, assistant adjutant-general, United 
States Army, is hereby appointed to meet at Governors Island, New York, at the 
tall of the president of the board, to conader, investigate, and report upon a claim 
made by Maj. William F. Smith, United States Army, retired, that the legend of the 
atlas of the Chickamaugaand Chattanoi^a National Park Commission, which declares 
that " At daylight of October 27 the river line of the communication with Bridgeport 
was opened by the execution of a plan for recovering Lookout Valley devised by 
General Eosecrans," is incorrect, and that he (Major Smith) conceived the plwi 
mentioned. 

The Secretary of War directs ttiat the Chickamauga and Chattanooga National 
Park Commission and Major Smith furnish the board such papers, records, and 
information as may be pertinent to the question at issue, and he also directs that the 
report of the board be forwarded to this office. 

Very respectfully, Wm. H. Castes, 

Amtiaiit Adjutayit-Oeiteml. 



UBCELLAITEOrB COBBXBronilEVCE. 

Havbbrord, Pa., Auguel S6, 1900. 
Dear Colonel Gillespie: I see you have been appointed on a board to consider 
and report on a charge I brought against the Chickamauga Park Commisrion. I hope 
it doee not laore you, for it is vitally important to my record that it should have thor- 
ough airing. The reply to my last paper presented to the Secretary will, I suppose, 
be put before your board. I should like to see that paper and reply to it if I find 
statements without evidence. Will you kindly aid me in that? 

Will you also, if you have time, read what Van Home says in his History of the 
Army of the Cumberland; also what Rhodes says in his fourth volume. History of 
the United States? Those are independent statements, made with no help from me. 
John Fiske has lately, I am told, written a history with the same conclngion. 
I am, yours, sincerely, 

Wh. F. Smith. 
This letter was received to-day, and I send it for yon to read and file. 

G. L. G. 
August 28. 

Havebfobd, Pa., September 8, 1900. 
Mt Dear Colonel Gillespie: I am very sorry that you have any disagreeable 
duty thrust upon you throi^h any action of mine, though 1 will confess that if I had 
been consulted with reference to the naming of the engineer ofBcer of the board 1 
should have selected you. Perhaps if you do not look upon the investigation as 
eettlii^ a dispute between two parties, but as deciding upon a point of history, it may 
take away the disagreeable part, tor you, like every other officer, must be interested 
in real history. I shall not be able to send the histories to the board, for I do not 
own them and they are beyond my means to purchase, but 1 will send to the recorder 
titles and pages carefnlly specified. 

Yours, sincerely, Wm. F. Smith. 
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WimiNOTON, Del., September 14, 1900. 
Dear Colonel Gillespib: I do not know precisely how U> address yonr board, and 
BO send to you lo ask yoa to forward or present to the board at the proper time a 
list of the books I wish the board, if possible, to consult during their hearing of the 
case aa to the truth or falsity of the legend on the atlas of the Chickamanga and 
Chattanooga Park Commission. 

Yours, very sincerely, Wm. F. Smith. 



Untted States Ekoinbbr Office, 
WUminglon, Del, September 14, ISOO. 
Maj. Gen. Jobs R. Brooke, IMUd Slates Army, 

Premdent Board of Inquiry. 
Gembral: In the diecusaion by your board ae to the correctneea of the legend pub- 
lished by the Chickamauga and Chattanooga Park Commission, referring to the 
movement at Browns Ferry, Tenneeeee, on the 27tb of October, 1863, I have to 
request your board to examine — 

First The History of the United States from the Compromise of 1850, fourth 
volume, pt^ee 403-405, by James Ford Rhodes. 

Second. The Mississippi Valley in the Civil War, by Prof. John Fiske, pt^ee 287 to 
293, inclusive. 

I am. General, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Wm. F. Smith, 
Brevet Major-General, U. S. A. 



Unfted States Enoinekr Office. 
Dear Gbnbbal Gillespie: I send herewith, for you to present or forward at the 
proper time to General Brooke, president of the board to examine into the truth of 
the "legend," etc., a. revised list of books which I have to request the board to 
e while discussing the subject before the board. 
Yours, sincerely, Wm. F. Smith. 



Uhitbd States Ekoinber Opficb, 
Wilmittgton, Del, September 10, 1900. 
Maj. Gen. John E. Brooke, United States Army, 

Pregident Board to Examine, elc. 
Genkral: I most respectfully ask your board, when you are discussing the question 
of my protest to the Secretary of War of November, 1897, having reference to a state- 
ment in the l^endof the atlas of the Chickamauga Park Commission, to refer to and 
examiue the following authorities, viz: 

1. History of the Army of the Cumberland, by Thomas B. Van Home, U. S. A.; 
Robert Clarke & Co., 1875, pages 393 to 404, both mclusive. 

2. The Life of Gen. George H. Thomas, by Thomas B. Van Home, U. 8. A.: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1882, pages 155 to 159, inclusive. 

3. History of the United States from the Compromise of 1850, by James Ford 
Rhodes, Volume IV, pages 403 to 406. 

4. The Missisaippi Valley in the Civil War, by John Fiske: Houghton, Mifflin 
& Co., Boston, 1900, pages 287 to 293, inclusive. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Wm. F. Smith, ' 
Brevet Major-Generol, TJ. S. A. 
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1013 Cmnton Steebt, Philadblphia. 
Deab Colonel Sheridan: Hay I trouble yoii to make a correction in a quotation 
made by Mr. Talcott Williams in a letter to me, a copy of which I sent with copies 
andextractfl of letters to Gen. Brooke the otherday? Mr. Williams is bo diBtinguished 
in the world of letters that I can not think of having a quotation of his marred by 
the blunder of a typewriter. Will you kindly get the letter from the papers in the 
possession of General Brooke and erase the first Hue of the incorrect quolation, 
leaving it as I have left it in the copy inclosed? 

Yonrs, sincerely, Wm. F. SMrm. 

[Note: For corrected copy of letter from Talcott William.'!, esq., see page 171.] 
United States Enoineer Office, 

Wilmiitgton, J>d., Octobers, 1900. 
Col. Michael V. Sheridan, 

Assiglani Adjulanl-General, Member of the Board, etc., 

Oovemori Island, New York Harbor. 
Colonel: I heg to send you herewith ccrt^n papers as follows: 
Extracts from Van Home's Life of Thomas, from page 154. 
List of letters received at various times from well-known parties. [See page 172.] 
Copy of letter of John C. Ropes, dated May 2, 1896. [See page 162.] 
Pamphlet entitled "The Reopening of the Tennessee River near Chattanooga, Octo- 
ber, 1863." 

I assume that the board has been furnished with my letter to Secretary of War, 
being a reply to General Duffield's report. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Wm. F. Smith, 
Brevel Major-General, JJnited States A'mijl. 



[EitiBct Irom Van Home's Life of TliomBS. fram page 164.] 

The first duty, therefore, of the new commander was the deliverance of bis arroy 
fromstarvation, which threatened its hold upon Chattanooga, if not its own existence; 
and fresh from his parting from General Roaecrana, General Thomas addressed him- 
self to the imperative work. His first order, issued before he had formally assumed 
command of the army, had reference to the movement of Hooker's forces to Cbtt; 
taoooga, which had been projected by General Rosecrans: 



Major^eneral Hooeeb, 



Mai. Gen. G. H. Thomas directs me to state that, in obedience to the order of the 
President of the United States, he has assumed command of the Department of the 
Cumberland, He desires that you will use all possible dispatch in concentratiiiK 
your command and preparing to move in accordance with the instructions of CieDenu 
RosecranB, leaving proper railroad guards. 

J. J. Reyholds, 
Mc^or-Genernl and Chief of SU^. 

This order was exceedingly courteous to General Rosecrans. In giving a copy of it 
to the Committee on the Conduct of the War, General Thomas thus explained his 
action: 

The inHtructaons referred to in the above order were to concentrate aemucb of his 
(Hooker's) command at Bridgeport as he could safelv spare from guarding the rail- 
road between that point and Nashville and to hold nimself in readiness to move at 
any moment towara Chattanoc^a for the purpose of opening communication with 
that place by river and by nul. 
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Bnt no detinite plan had yet been devised to gain poBaeasion o[ the left bank of the 
Tennessee River, bo aa to support Hooker's advance with forces from Chattanooga. 
Such was the condition of the army that ininiedia.l« etepa must be tahen to open the 
Tennessee and the short roads to Bridgeport, or the withdrawal of that army from 
Chattanooga would be unavoidable. That no plan for obtaining this object had been 
definitely formed is evident from the following statemente by General Thomas; 

Before he was relieved in command of the Department of the Cumberland Gen- 
eral BoeecranB and his chief engineer, Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith, had consulted 
together as to means of relieving the army at Chattanoo^ from the perilous condition 
it was in, owing to the great difficulty of obt^niug supplies, and had partially planned 
the movement which was left to me to be completed when 1 assumed command, 
namely, to open a short route of supplies from Bridgeport. 

General Thomas was too just to permit, by his own silence, the credit of a suc- 
cessful movement which he had not originated to be given to himself. He therefore 
repeated Gienenil Eosecrana's instructions to General Hooker and diM^laimed any 
other relation to the definite plan proposed by General Smith than approval and 
generous support in its exe<:ution. General Hooker could not move with safety 
from Bridgeport until measures had been taken to drive the enemy from the left 
bank of the Tennessee River. Had his command moved into Lookout Valley before 
support was practicable from Chattanooga, General Bra^ could have sent an over- 
whelming force against him, and the army at Chattanooga would only have wit- 
nessed the failure of the effort to ai-ert starvation. The definite plan was so evidently 
originated by General Smith that General Thomas gave him credit for its conception 
and execution.' 

The dispatches sent by General Eoeecrans at the close of the battle of Chicka- 
manga had bo plainly revealed his fear that he could not hold Chattanooga that it 
was imagined in Washington that he would needlessly abandon the place. And 
doabtlese General Grant's first dispatch to Thomas indicated some anxiety lest he 
should withdraw the army before Grant could himself reach Chattanooga. On the 
19th of October he telegraphed: "Hold Chattanooga at all hazards." The terse 
reply of Thomas, "We will hold the town till we starve," was equally the expres- 
Enon of his own purpose and that of his army. 

This bold answer had this significance also: The confidence of General Thomas in 
his army. He knew tliat its morale had been exceedingly good from the day it 
retired from the battlefield of Chickamauga. In leaving that field there had been 
no panic, no hurried retreat, even by those troops who, through no fault of their 
own, were forced to fight on conditions which forbade success. But the troops on 
the right who lost their position, and those who withstood the whole Confederate 
army until they were withdrawn by orders, were in no respect, except from loss of 
material, unfitted for the immediate renewal of the conflict And no army had ever 
endured the reduction of its ration to one-half, one-third, and one-fourth with less 
complaint and less demoralization. The necessity of this reduction was apparent to 
every soldier, and every soldier was as unwilling as the commandmg general to 
abandon Chattanooga. 

On the 20th of October General Thomas, in the following order, assumed the com- 
mand to which he had been assigned: 

HBAnQDARTBBS D&PARTMBNT OT THE CuUBBRLAND, 

Chattanooga, Tmn., October SO, 186S. 
In obedience to the orders of the President of the United States, the undersigned 
hereby assumes command of the Department and Army of the Cumberland. 

' In his report to the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War he said: " To 
Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith, chief engineer, should be accorded great praise for the inge- 
nuity which conceived and the abiUty which executed the movement at Browns 
Ferry." 
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In aaenming the control of this army, eo long and ably commanded by Major- 
General Rosecraiw, the underaigned confidently reliee upon the hearty cooperation 
ol eveiy officer and soldier of the Army of the Cumberland, to enable him to perform 
the arduouB duties devolved upon him. 

The officers on duty at the various departmeots ot the Btafl at theee hoadquartera 
will continue in their respective places. 

All orders heretofore published for the government of this army will remain in 
full force until further onlere. 

Gbobge H. Tsomab, 
Uaior-OeMTol, United Stale* Volwiteerg. 

General Giant arrived at Chattanooga on the evening of October 23. With his 
coming General Thomas, though an army commander, became snbordinate to ao 
immediate euperior in rank, and as completely subject to direction in handling his 
army as be had pteviouely been in the management of his corps. He therefore mode 
known to General Grant at once the scheme which had been devised for the relief 
of the army. The plan had been perfected in all its details and needed only the 
approval of General Grant. On the 24th Generals Grant, Thomas, and W. F. Smith, 
with other general and subordinate officers, exaiiiined the river below Chattanot^^a, 
Williams Island, and the hills on both banks of the river in reference to the pro- 
posed plan of operations. General Grant approved this plan and ordered its imme- 
diate execution. Thereupon Thomas tel^rapbed definite instructions to Hooker in 
reference to his movement, and promised him cooperation from Chattanooga. Gen- 
eral Hooker replied that he would commence his movement at daylight on the 27th. 
Orders were then issued for the cooperative movements. Two brigades — Hazen's 
and Turchin's — and three batterieH of artillery, under Major John Mendenhall, were 
given to Gen. W. F. Smith for his operotions. His plan provided that 1,500 men, 
with a sufficient force of poutoniers, should embark on pontoons and ti, night glide 
past Ijookout Mount^n, held almost to the edge of the water by the enemy's pickets, 
and debark on the left bank of the river, just above Browns Ferry. 

For this service a part of General Hazen's brigade, under his own command, was 
taken. The remainder of this brigade. General Turchin's brigade, and the artillery 
were ordered to march across the peninsula formed by the course of the river and 
take position on the wooded bUlside near the ferry, to cover the troops on the pon- 
toons shotdd they ful to land on the left bank or ta join them on that bank in the 
event of their success. This expedition was eminently successful. The pontoon 
boats, hugging the right bank of the Tennessee, glided by the frowning mountain, 
gleaming here and there with the enemy's compfires, and the troops, with slight 
opporation, gained the left bank at the designated place. A pontoon bridge was soon 
thrown by a detachment of trained men from the First Mioh^;an Mechanics and 
Engineers, under Capt. P. V. Fox, and fortifications for the two brigades were con- 
stmcted on the enemy's side of the river. Having accomplished all that the plan of 
operations required of them, these troops were in position to welcome Hooker's 
column to Lookout Valley in the evening. And then the Tennessee River from 
Bridgeport to Chattanooga was held by the cooperating forces. 

In view of the foct that General Bragg's hope of regaining Chattanooga depended 
upon his continued grasp of the river and the short road to Bri<^port, it is inex- 
plicable that he did not resist the advance of Hooker. He did attempt late at night 
to cut off Geary's division of the Twelfth Corps at Wanhatchie, but, failing in this, 
he abandoned all effort to intercept the newly established communications of the 
beleaguered army. 

The problem of supplies was thus brilliantly solved. Theboldneesof the plan, the 
nice adjustment of all its details, and the importance of the results place these oper- 
ations among the prominent achievements of the war. 

General Grant was as explicit as Thomas in denying any connection with the 
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plan beyond approval. On the 26th ot October he sent the following dispatch to 
Washington: 

HDoaa. MiLiTABY Divihion op Mississippi, 

Choltanooga, October S6, 186S. 
Major-General H*lleck, Wmkinfion; 

" * * General Thomas had also set on foot, before my arrival, a plan for 
getting poBseaaion of the river from a point below Lookout Mount^n to Bridge- 
port. Ii succeeefol — and. I think it will be — the question of Buppliee will be fully 
settled. * * • 

U. S. Geant, Major-deneral. 
Two days later he ^ain telegraphed in relation to this plan; 

Chattanooga, October 28, 1S6S. 
O^ieral Thomas's plan for secnring the river and south -side road hence to Bridge- 
port hns proved eminently Buccesafal. The question of supplies mav now be n^tu^fed 
as eettleo. If the rebels give us one week more time, Ithink all danger of losing 
territory now held by us will have paased away, and preparations may soon com- 
mence for offensive operatione. 

U. 8. Grant, Major-General. 



October 'J, 1900. 
Gen. William F. Smith, 

6S4 Adamg street, WUmington, Del. 
General: Yours of the Sth instant, inclosing certain papers relating to the matter 
which has been referred to the board, is received; also tlie printed letter containii^ 
a summary of dispatches, etc, 

I am, sir, very respectfully, John R. Brookk, 

Mi^'General. 



A Sdmmary of Dispatches Ekperbino to Movrments of Troops, Suogestiohs, 
Opinions, etc., from the 12th op October, 1863, to the 19th op that Month, 
Bearing upon the Bovte por Suppliih from Bridgeport to Chattanooga fob 
THE Support of the Aemv at the Latter Place. 

lb the Board of which Maj. Gen. Brooke, U. S. A., U Prmdenl: 

This summary of evidence, taken from official records, is written to save the board 
some reading in the paper written as a reply to General Duffleld, to whom my 
papers were referred by Secretary Alger. I have not embodied in this paper my 
remarks on the statements of General Thomas nor ray personal statement, which are 
in the " Reply." Where quotations are given I have referred to my pamphlet. The 
Reopening of the Tennessee River near Chattanooga, where the volume and page of 
the authorities may be found, should the board prefer to seek the official record. I 
have taken the 12th of October as a starting point, as at that time affiura with the 
army at Chattano<:^ began to approach a crisis. 

On that day Rosecrans sends a dispatcli to Mr. Lincoln which is not jubilant, end- 
ing with these words:' "Every exertion will be made to hold what we have and 
gain more, after which we must put our trust in God, who never tails those who 

Od the same day' he sends to Hooker, asking if he can send a division at daylight 
the next morning to Shelltnound, with an advance pushed to Whiteside, taking ten 
days' rations in haversack and knapsack. To which Hooker replies, "Only with 
infantry, as battery horses not in readiness to move." To this Rosecrans ai 

' See page 8 of my pamphlet, [Page 94 of this reprint.] 
'See page 9 of my pamphlet. [Pi^ 94 of this reprint] 
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"I will delay the ortler till your 1iatt«ries are ready. Hasten their preparations and 
and report when ready. The objeclis lo get pomcsgiiin of Ike line of the river up tt> Ihii 
place." Here is a specific plan for the recovery of the short line. A dividon with 
an advance to Whiteside; no occupation of Lookout Valley; no orders for connec- 
tion by a bridge with the army at Chattanooga. Poeseesion of the river is thus to be 
obtained by one division from Hooker's force, with an advance to Whiteside. la 
that the plan which the legend complained of says was "devised by General Bose- 
crans " and carried out by General Thomas? It is positively the only one given by 
Boaecrans in the record. On this same day of October Mr. Dana reports:' "* * * 
At any rate, such is our present situation. Our animals starved, and the men with 
Starvation before thetn, and the enemy bound to make desperate efforts to dislodge 
us. In the midst oi this the commanding general devotee that part of the time which 
is not employed in pleasant gossip to the composition of a long report to prove that 
the Government is lo blame for his failure." 

Rosecrans drops that idea of an order to Hooker, but we hear of it from a conver- 
sation of Rosecrans with Dana, who, on the 14th, reports that " Kosecrans has 
ordered Hooker ' to concentrate hie troops preparatory to seizing the passes of Rac- 
coon Mountain and occupying Bhellmound and, if possible, Ixmkout Valley," and 
perhaps even capturing Lookout Mountain. Hooker reported on the I2th that his 
battery horses had arrived, but received no further orders, and yet on the 14th the 
simple question to Hooker of the 12th is given to Mr. Dana as an order to Hooker lo 
concentrate for the purpose of obtaining grand results reported by Mr. Dana, and all 
without cooperation by the army at Chattanooga. On the day when Mr. Dana 
reports this imaginary order for the seizing of the passes in Raccoon Mountain Rose- 
tram orderg a raiiroad built from Sridgeporl to BaiUe Creek, a superfluous work after 
the short line was opened. 

But on the I6th Rosecrans telegraphs to Halleck: "Had we the railroad from here 
to Bridgeport' and the whole of Sherman's and Hooker's troops brought up, we 
should not probably outnumber the enemy." Had Rosecrans any right under those 
circomBtances to expect any such result from the movement of one of Hooker's divi- 
fions as Mr. Dana reported on the I4th to the Secretary? 

On the 16th Mr. Dana reports: "Nothing can prevent the retreat of the army from 
this place within a fortnight' * * ■• except the opening of the river. General 
Hooker has been ordered to prepare for this." • * * AH this precious time is lost 
because our • • • commander can not perceive the catastrophe that is upon ua 
nor fix his mind upon the means of preventing it." 

General Rosecrans evidently has not up to this time developed a plan to Mr. Dana 
such as Thomas carried out on the 27th of October. 

'5.30, 16th, to Halleck:' "The enemy will probably operate on our left flank." 
That firm belief explains conclusively why Rosecrans was making every possible 
exertion to repair the long route and give no heed to the recovery of the short 
line. "* * * Our fntnre is not bright." The plan carried out by Thomas, bad 
it been in the mind of Rosecrans, would have left no place tor such a despondent 
idea as that quoted above. The last part of this message gives Rosecrans's ideas of 
conditions necessary to secure Chattanooga, discussed on page 17 of my pamphlet. 

'See page 8 of my pamphlet. [P^e 94 of this reprint.] 
*See page 11 of my pamphlet. [P^e 95 of this reprint.] 
•See pi^ 17 of my pamphlet [Page 98 of this reprint] 
'See page 14 of my pamphlet [P^e 97 of this reprint.] 

' Nothing later than the telegram of the 13th about moving a division to Bbell- 
mound. See pi^ 19 of ray pamphlet. [Page 99 of this reprint.] 
•See page 16 of my pamphlet [Page 98 of this reprint,] 
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The next dispateh of Roeecrons bearing on the movement of troopa ia dated Octo- 
ber 17, 1863, 10 p. m.' In this there ia no order to concentrate; only an order to 
make preliminary preparations to move promptly should the enemy crotu the Ten- 
nessee River above Chattanoc^ia. Hooker in that event ia to move up on the long 
route to meet Bragg, for the Eleventh Corps is not mentioned in the dispatch ; and 
that, being on the loug route from Bridgeport to Anderson's, was evidently to be 
picked up as Hooker marched. Hooker's artillery was not indispensable, as there 
were batteries at Chattanooga for which there were no horses; therefore Hooker was 
not expected to have any fighting until he had effected a junction, A direct move- 
ment on Lookout Valley was not, therefore, in his mind. But in the event of Sher- 
man's arrival, Eosecrans would then be able to concentrate and move with Hooker's 
entire strength, accoTding to exrcametancei. That idea also covers the movement on 
Lookout Valley, but only in the event of Sherman's arrival. Sherman did not get 
up until after the middle of November, and by that time there would have been no 
Army of the Cumberland had we waited for him; but the river had been opened 
with just what Rosecrans had in his possession when he wrote that dispatch. This 
dispatch is, however, of importance, as Thomas says in his first order (o Hooker, 11 
p. m., 19th of October: "Use all possible dispatch in concentiatii^ your command 
and preparing to move in accordance with the instructions of General Rosecrana." 
Thomas at this hour has had nearly five hours (which is referred to by Van Home 
in his Life of Thomas, p. 164) to go over with Roeecrans the status — the expectations 
and the orders extant; and Thomas explains the meaning of Rosecians's instruc- 
tions in the dispatch of the 17th, saying "they were to concentrate as much of his 
(Hooker's) command at Bridgeport as he could safely spare from guarding the rail- 
road between tiiat point and Nashville, and to hold himself to move at any moment 
toward Chattanooga, for the purpose of opening communication with that place by 
river and by rail" (wagon roadt) . 

In thin convereation with Rosecrans, Thomas has evidently gott«n a wrong iinpree- 
eion of the dispatch of October 17, 10 p. m., for that only looks forward to a partial 
concentration of the Twelfth Corps, not mentioning the Eleventh Corps, scattered 
on the long route from Bridgeport to Anderson's. Nor ia there any hint in that dis- 
patch of any immediate movement on the "short line," and yet Tlion;ae's remarks 
leave no doubt as to his understanding of the status when he took command. 

Reference nmst here be made to the dispatch of Mr. Dana dated October 16, 4 
p. m.,* in which Hosecrans is reported as sayii^ that the possession of the river up 
to the head of Williams Island at least is & " time qua non" to the holding of Chatta- 
nooga, but that it is impossible to make any movement toward such possession 
until Hooker's troops are concentrated and his transportation gets up. That can not 
be done before the following Wednesday. If tlie enemy does not interfere sooner, 
the movement upon Raccoon Mounttun and Lookout Valley may then be attempted. 
" Rosecrans, however, expects that as soon as the weather will allow the enemy will 
cross the river in force on our left, and then it will be necessary for us to fight a 
battle or else to retreat from here and attempt to hold the line of the Cumberland 
Mountains." It must be patent to each member of the board that the "mne ijaa 
mm" idea is not to be counted to Rosecrans as evidence of a masterly knowledge of 
the art of war, for it was only saying in substance that a sufBcient portion of the 
"short line" must be captured before it could be used. 

The dispatch to Hooker of the 18th of October looks forward to the repair of the 
road to Jasper on the long route and to the old ideaof using the river to Shellmound, 
which is to be fortified, and a depot made "on this side." This was one day before 
Boeectans was removed, and yet there is not a bint of any plan for getting possession 
of the river beyond Shellmound nor of entering upon any plan developed by the 

' See page 18 of my pamphlet. [Page 99 of this reprint] 
'See page 15 of my pamphlet. [Page 98 of this nprint] 
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convereation with Dana at 4 o'clock of the 16th of October. On the 18th Boeecrans 
informe Halleck' that "our pontoon bridge is restored. Boate [for] a second under 
way." This extract ehowa that up to that time (October 18, 7.30 p. m. ) there waa 
but one pontoon bridge at Chattanrx^ and that the boat bnildera were at work on 
a second bridge. Every layman can Bee the urgait neceadty for a second bridge at 
Chattajiooga, and as there was but one set of men at work on boats, turning them 
out aa faHt ae possible, thoee men would be at work on boats for the bridge which 
was useful and not on a bridge which had not been ordered. So at 7.30 p. m. of the 
ISth we were making every effort for a second bridge at Chattanooga and for no 
other point on the river. This extreme urgency made Thomas, early on the mom- 
ii^; of the 20th of October, order the second bridge laid at the town. Had he received 
from Rosecrans and approved of any plan for the movement on Browns Perry with 
the cooperative movement from Bridgeport, as has been asserted by those who had 
no personal knowledge of facts and without a line of evidence from any official 
source, Thomas would not have ordered the laying of the second bridge at Chatta- 
nooga and would have deemed that at Browns Ferry to be the more urgent of the 
two, there not being sufficient boats for both bridges. This second bridge teax nmer 
laid, and Thomas had adopted the plan that was carried ont, tor on the 22d of Octo- 
ber he telegraphed Halleck:' "Hope to move Hooker in a few days to open the 
wagon rood and nulroad from here to Bridgeport." This could not possibly have 
been done by the holding of the river to the head of Williams Island. There is no 
pretense by any person, not even by Rosecrans himself, that he visited the spot 
where the bridge was thrown before the 19th, and that then, on his return from his 
reconnoissance, he found the order removing him from command. It must then be 
concluded from the assertions of those who support the truth of tlie L^end of the 
Atlas of the Chickamauga and Chattanooga Park battlefields that in his conversation 
with Thomas after 6.20 and before 11 o'clock p. m. of the 19th he had developed an 
entirely new plan, which had met the approval of Thomas and was launched on 
the 20th. 

Thoi^h there is no proof of this, it would be possible, except for my positive state- 
ment as to being ordered by Thomas on the morning of the 20th to lay a second 
bridge at Chattanooga. That statement, which I am entirely willing to confirm 
under oath, is certainly of as much value as the vague theories and assertions of all 
those who can make no pretense to personal knowledge of matters involved in this 
question. 

It is, however, humanly improbable, not to say almost impossible, that such a 
plan as that carried out should have been devised on the evening of the 19th of 
October by Bosecrans and approved by Thomas on that same night, without some 
reference to it by Rosecrans in his telegram to Halleck, written one hour and forty 
minutes after his acknowledgment of the receipt of the order removing him from 
command. The instinct of self-preservation, which man holds in common with the 
«bbit, would have dictated such reference. The telegrams sent introduced condi- 
tions unnecessary to the plan carried out and postponed the day of relief beyond the 
capacity of the army to endure. 

I will not trouble the board with other disjiatches, hut will refer to the discussioDs 
of this question by Van Home in his life of Thomas, pages 154 et seq., copy here- 
with, and to the various tel^rams, reporta, and orders after October 19 from Thomas, 
Dana, and Grant, all of which are contained in my pamphlet, with indices to the 
authority quoted. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Wm. F. Smith, 
Brevet Major-Qmeral, IMiled Slatet Army. 

' See page 20 of my pamphlet [Page 100 of this reprint.] 
' See page 32 of my pamphlet. [Page 107 of this reprint] 
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Ukitbd States Enginbbb Office, 

WUmington, Del, Octobers, 1900. 
Maj. Gen, John R. Bbooxe, .United Statce Army, 

Pretidenl of Board, OovemoTt ItUmd, New York Harbor. 
Gxnbkal: I beg to incloe^certaiD papers which have been sent to me by the W&r 
Department, as followe: 
Copy of letter of R. A. Alger, Secretary of War, dated November 30, 1897, 
Copy of letter from me to Col. H. M. Duffield, dated AprU 3, 1898. 
Copy o£ letter of Gen. J. J. Reynolds, dated May 20, 1895. 
I alBO inclose the following: 
Map of Chattanooga and vicinity. 
Copy of letter of John C. Ropes, dated May 2, 1895. 

Extract from Van Home's Life of Thomas, from page 154. [See pages 154 to 157.] 
A package of letters from various sources relating to the matter. 
A pamphlet entitled "The reopening of the Tennessee River near Chattanooga, 
October, 1863." 
List of references to authoritiee. 

List of letters received at various times from well-known persons. 
1 ossvune that the board has been furnished with my letter to the Secretary of War, 
beii^ a reply to General Duffield 's report. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Wm. F. Smith, 
Brevet Major-Qeneral, VnUed SUUei Army. 



1601 8 Stkbbt NW., 
ffiwAinffton, D. C, May SO, 1895. 

My Dbab Baldy: My recollections about the ride with General Koeecrans are as 
follows: 

We crossed the river at Chattanooga and examined the country on the north side 
with the view of selecting a location for a pontoon bridge. As I remember it,' 
Browns Ferry was already in everybody's mind as the proper place, but the point 
had not been decided definitely. We visited our battery on the h^h ground on the 
north aide of the river and about opposite a rebel battery on Lookout Mountain. My 
understanding w^ that BoBecrans fixed Browns Ferry as the place for the bridge. 
I do not recollect having seen Mr. Dana in the party on that day. The party, as I 
remember it, was lai^r when we crossed the river in the morning than it was when 
Boeecrans and I returned to headquarters toward sunset. There was another officer 
of the Army besides Rosecrans and myself, but I can not recall who he was. We 
skirted the river, generally, as for as practicable. 

I have no recollection of ever having seen Thomas's report t>\ the Committee on 
the Conduct of the War. Thomas's report makes 470 odd pages, dated Nashville, 
March 9, 1866. I bad nothing to do with the preparation of any part of it 

When we returned Gordon Granger met me on the porch of Rooecrans quarters 
and said: "The old man has been relieved; Thomas is in command." 

Wilt be glad to see you, etc 

J. J. Rbynolds. 

' [Note by General Smith.] At that date the ei^ineer's map, which was the guide 
for the army and to which Rosecrans referred in his testimony of 1865 had Browns 
Ferry at the mouth of Lookout Creek. That was an error, but we were not aware 
of it at headquarters. 
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[Endoraemenl.] 

No description of a locality could better flx the poHition tJiam this letter does of 
the battery — rebel — on Lookout Mountain. 

General Roaecrana eaye they skirted the river. They could hardly have done that 
below our battery at Moccaain Point, for they would baire been und«r the fire of the 
rebel pickets. 

W. F. S. 

Boston, May S, 1895. 
Oen. William F. Smith. 

Dbak Gbnbral: I have been thinking a good deal lately ia r^ard to tlie statement 
made by General Boynton in his recently published book on the ChJckamauga and 
Chattanooga Park that you accompanied General Bosecrana when he rode to Browns 
Ferry on October 10, 1S63. This etatement is directly contrary to the one made in 
your paper, which will be publiahed ultimately with the olber papers of the Military 
Historical Society; and the statement in Boynton's book, coming (aa it do^J from 
the pen of one of the Government commissioners of the national park — a man, too, 
who has apparently nothing to gain by m airing this statement — can not but have 
considerable we^ht with the public. Yesterday 1 looked over Bond's letters, and 
find that he says that while he believes your statement to be true, he should certainly 
have said, if he had not seen your statement, that you accompanied General Bose- 
crans and himself throi^hout that morning ride. Now, there are two persons whose 
recollectiona aa to the persona who constituted that party of the 19th of October have 
not yet been tested, and they are Gen. Joseph J. Beynolds and Mr. Dana, the 
Assistant Secretary of War, Can not you secure from them a statement of their 
recollection on this point? 

As to Reynolds I imagine he ia old and his recollection is hazy, but Dana, I sup- 
pose, is alill in full possession of his faculties, and I think he would probably 
remember your joining him at the hospital and riding along with him until he took 
the diverging road to Bridgeport, while you went to the river. You v ere at that 
time chief engineer of the army and would therefore, from official as well as pei> 
sonal reasons, be a person whose conversation and a meeting with whom Mr. Dana 
would be pretty sure to remember. 

I do not at all know on what terms you and Mr. Dana are, but I suppose you are 
St least acquainlances, and that you would feel at liberty to address him on the sob- 
iect; but if you do not feel like doing this yourself I can easily procure from friends 
of mine in New York a good introduction to him, and my position as the writer of 
a new history of the war would undoubtedly give me access to his recollection. 

What I am aiming for is to get Boyuton to change his book in this r^ard in the 
next and subsequent editions. The book, I think, is likely to have several editions, 
because it is now, and probably always will be, the official guide to this great park, 
and I am very anxious that the facts in regard to Browns Ferry should be correctly 
set forth in it. 

Very sincerely, yours, John C. Bopes. 



824 Adaub strebt, 
WUmington, Del., January SI, 1398. 
Henby M. Doffibld, Esq. 

Dbab Sib: I send you, in accordance with our conversatiou at Wilmington, DeL 

{Thursday, 27th), such papers as I have been able to collect up to this hour, being; 

First. A pamphlet, with marginal notes, entitled "The Belief of the Army of the 

Cumberland," etc., published by me in 1891, and withdrawn aftor finding that Gen- 

•al Grant, by his telegrams to Halleck, October 2S, gave, as was proper, credit to 
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Thonue for the moTement, and th«tefOT« was not c»>Eieidered by me as prefening any 
claim to the plan. The paper alao had many typogi*phical errore, and had not 
specified the aathoritiee. 

Second. My pamphlet entitled "The Reopening," etc, with all authoritlee given. 
It contains a letter from Colonel Fox directly contradicting the statement made by 
General Boynton as to what Fox told him, as reported in a copy of a tetter here 
inclosed, directed to Mr. J. C. Ropes, of Boston, and marked. 

Third. The statement in Boynton's letter to the Philadelphia Timea as lo the same 
pamphlet. 

Fourth. Letter from Office of Chief of Engineers saying no maps of Merrill's on 
file later than that of September 8, 1863; that maps of Chattano<^» and vicinity 
placed Browns Ferry at Moccasin Point. 

Fifth. Letter from Ropee, with one sentence from Gen. James H. Wilson. 

Sixth and eisth (1). Letters from Col. P. V. Fox. 

Seventh. Colonel Fox's address, published in Chattanooga Times September 25, 
1895. 

Eighth. The paper from the Philadelphia Times of September 15, 1895, which I 
think is the same you have from the Chattanooga Times, which please return, as it 
is my only copy. 

Ninth. la a letter from Hr. Ropes only to show wtiat I had to contend with in 
Boynton's attack, never hesitating to distort or directly to put words into the mouths 
of men directly the reverse of what was said. Boynton's incorrect quotation of 
orders and his umnufactore of orders are a part of his stock and always ready when 
they make a point. In his statement (page 32 of my pamphlet [page 106 of this 
reprint] ) with reference to Thomaa's orders of October 19, Rosecrans gave Hooker 
no order of that date nor any after the 17th. Then he ordered Hooker to obey the 
instructions of Eosecrans — the order of October 17. 

Mr. Bopea is a most succeastul lawyer and understands what is evidence. He is 
also a most successful military historian and can sift out facts from a deal of chaff, 
and I offer this not as evidence but as an opinion of an expert as to the kind of state- 
ments that crept into Boynton's papers. 

Tenth. Is sent because it is an official paper and shows the weightgiven to the state- 
ment of General Thomas on his report to the Committee on the Conduct of the War 
(Supplement, vol. 1, p. 119, given in my pamphlet, p. 3D [page 106 of this reprint]). 
Very respectfully, W. F. Smith. 



UmvEHBrTY OP Michigan, 
Ann Arbor, Aiigutl H, 1895. 
Gen. Wm. F. Smith, miminglon, Del. 

Mv Dras General: Upon return from an absence of four weeks I find your 
valuable paper on "The reopening of the Tennessee River at Chattanooga," which 
you were so kind as to send me. 

Please accept my tlianks for the pleasure of receiving it from your own hands. 1 
have long felt holy indication at the efforts to rob you of the honor justly your due 
in this matter. I have always believed that I knew that you were entitled to credit 
for the conception as well as for the successful execution of the plan to enter Look- 
out Valley by way of Browns Ferry, and I am very glad that you have proven it 
beyond dispute by evidence from official records. You have also proven conclusively 
that lh£ plan and the place of cromng the nver, as claimed by General Rosecrans years 
after the event, is not the plan which you conceived nor the place where you success- 
fully crossed the Tennessee River. Between the dates September 25 and October 19, 
1863, many bumble volunteer officers like myself began to fear that the grand old 
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Amijr of the Cumberland wee doomed to annihilation either by starvation or by an 
attempt to escape it, and, after a lapee of more than thirty yeara, I believe that that 
would have been ita fata but for your coDception and execution of the brilliant move- 
ment at Browns Ferry, which gave it a abort and safe line of communication with its 
base of sDpplies. 
With aasnrancee of higheet regard, I remain. 

Yours, very respectfully, Hbney S. Deah, 

LaU lAeiaefViM-Coland TWnfji-Mcond J/ichtjfan Infantri/ Volunteers. 



Dear General: 



) MoCNT Veenon Strebt, 

SontOH, September S, 1S94. 



I have aUo before me the Bond correspondence, touching which I shall have some- 
what to write some of these days. 

J. C. B0PB8. 



Dear General: 



B Mount Vernon Strebt, 
Boeton, Septembers, 18 



1 am awaiting a letter fromBond, which will, I trust, clear up his mind. He went, 
I have so doubt, to the Browns Ferry at the mouth of Lookout Creek. Jfow noua 
vemmtl What a bloomii^ fool, by the way, he is with his ridiculona antitheeia — 
"those who make history can not write history, etc." — and his cheap two-cent 
reflections, patriotic and otherwise. 

J. C. Ropss. 

Gen. W. F. SMrra. 

50 State Strezt, 
Boilm, Auguii 19, 1896. 
Dear General: I have your two letters. 1 inclose Reynolds's two letters, and 
retnm the highly satisfactory one of Colonel Dean. 
I can send yoa Thomas's report whenever you want it. 

If you could get Reynolds to say that you were not the other officer wbo accom- 
panied Bosecrans and himself, it would be something. See Reynolds's letter ol 
May 20. 

In haste, very sincerely, 

J. C. Ropes. 
Gen. W. F. Smith. 
Thanks for yonr letter about Mr. Lincoln. 



Dear Gbnebai. Suitb: 

I am anxious or rather curious to see the reply you get from Reynolds. If Rey- 
nolds will say that only one officer accompanied btmself and Rosecrans in their ride 
to the river on October 19, 1863, we have got Boynton in a tight place, for we know 
that Bond did accompany them. 
Yours, faithfully, 

J. C-Bopn. 
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BosTOK, Sqaiemher IS, 1895. 
Geo. WiLUAU F. Smith, Wlmmglan, Dd. 

Deas Gehiral: I have just examined Boynton'e lettere in regard to the maps. 
On December 14, 1894, he WTOt« me, saying he had been examining the variona mapfl 
in the poeaeeaion of the War Records Office which bear upon the BubjecL He eaya: 

The official copy of Merrill's map o( Chattanooga and vicinity of 1863 • « • 
ehowe Browns Ferry, as you wrote, a short distance below the month of Lookont 
Creek. 

On December 20, 1894, Boynton wrote me i^n, as foHowsT 

Upon receiving your letter of the 16th instant I went to the office cf the Chief of 
Engineers • • • they found the original map, a blue print of which they said 
had been sent to Cieneral Bmith and is probably the one which you have. It proves 
to be one of a series compiled from progress maps, which were issued freqnenuyand 
almost daily during a campaign. » * • The map of whichyou have a blueprint, 
according to the statement made to me in the Engineer's omce, was one of these 
issued from Stevenson, Ala., September 8, 1863. 

General Boynton then speaks of a previous map of Chattanooga and vicinity, alao 
issned by Captain Merrill and dated July 20, 16S3. He also speaks of another map 
of Merrill's, dated August 12,1863. Theonlyothermapof Merrill's of which Boyn- 
ton speaks is one published in 1366. 

From theee extracts it appears that the map dated September 8, 1863, was the 
latest of these progress mape issued before the relief of General Hosecrans. I felt 
snre that this was so, but thought I would examine Boynton's letters and make 
assurance doubly sure. 

YoniB,«truly, John C, Ropm. 

St. Paul, Minn., Juiy H, iSS9. 
Mv DbabOenbbal: I have readwithdeepintereetyourreviewof General Turchin's 
Chickamauga. If you have Battles and Leaders of the Civil War, I wish you 
wouid read the article on Chickamauga by Gen, D. H. Hill in third volume. It is 
the best account of that battle ever published, either by Federal or rebel authority. 
I am sure of this, because I was in that battle and had a prominent part thrown on 
me after Brannan and Baird failed to "bf^" thebr^adeof rebels which Dan McCook 
reported to be on the north side of the Chickamauga unsupported and with the 
bridges destroyed in its rear. Be sure and read it, as it will well repay you and g^ve 
yon an insight into some of the history of that struggle which you may not know. 
No one knows better than you do that history does not always record events as they 
shonld be. No one knows better than I do that the boat excursion you made and 
conceived, by which the river was opened up to wilhin 8 miles of Chattano<^a, the 
credit was due to you, but I believe that it has passed into history as the conception 
of another's brain. However, time will make it all right, but it will be after we are 
all dead. 

With many kind wishes, I am, very truly, E. W, Johnson. 



Rotecran^t te^tnony b^ore the OommilUe on tht CbndwA of the War. 

[IteportoiitlieCotidnctoItheWai,AprU32iid. Swom. IBM. Vol. aUbnryWocki, U. Lib., lOthst, 
FUJa,, p(«e 88rd seq.] 

I mention facts on this subject. As early as the 4th of October, fourteen days after 
the battle, I called the attention of GeneralB Thomas and Garfield to the map of Chat- 
tanooga and vicinity, and, pointing to them the positions, stated that as soon as I 
could possibly get the bridge materials for that purpose I would take poocconion of 
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LooboBt V.Jl«f , oppo^U th« pasgage over the extremity of the moantam, and fortify U, 
thoa completely covetii^ the road from thereto Bridgeport on the south side, as well 
as tbe iTver, and giving na practical poesesn(»iBiidQ»eof both, aewell as the Lo<Aout 
Valley; beaiU9e by meuie of a fortified l*t« de pont after our (ortificataoiie at Chatta- 
nooga were completed we oould easily concentrate our whole force to fight tiie enemy 
it he entered Lookout Valley, and that within less than two houre' masch, while be 
ocnald ootappfvacb ns in force with artillery without making a circuit over Lockout 
Mountain, • • • which would take two or three days, • • • From tb« 23d 
of September my correspondence and my staff officers will testify ttiat I was tugifig 
tbe quartermaster, Captain Edwards, who had tbe work in hand, to hasten its com- 
pletion, which it was hoped would be the case by the time we were ready to take 
and hold Lookout Valley. 

To effect tius, Oeneral Hooker was ordered to concentrat* his troops at Stevenson 
and Bridgeport, and advised that as soon as his train should arrive, or enough of it 
to subsist his army 10 or 12 miles from his depot, he would be directed to move into 
Lookout Valley to take possession of that; and every effort was made to complete 
the pontoons, etc., to connect that with our troops at Chattanooga. 

On the 19th of October J examined tbe river and selected a point for the crosnng 
of tbe bridge at feiry to connect Hooker's with tbe forces at Chattanoc^a. I more- 
over directed Gen. W. F. Smith to retonnoiter the shore above Chattanooga, with ft 
view to that very movement on the enemy's right flank which was afterwards made 
by General Sherman. On the 19th of October, on my returning from selecting tbe 
pontion of the pontoon bridge, I received orders to tarn over the cfflnmand, etc 

1 liave compared the above extract made by Gen. William Farmr Smith with the 
original report. 

Edward B. CiuIbkb, 

Aeeistant Librarian, MercatUHe Ubrary, PhUadelphia, Pa. 



99 MocNT Vbbnon Stebbt, Boebm, October lo, 1895. 

Dgab Oebbkal: Yours of the 8th, Whether with the slip from the newspaper con- 
taining Boynton's rejcunderto you, received this morning. 

I think Boynton wiU end by losing his moral sense altogether. This contribation 
of his contains nothing in the way of evidence at all — simply bis own say so from 
b^;inning to end. But I have but little time to write now. [See page 115.] 

In accordance with your request, I inclose Col. F. V. Fox's letter to you, dated 
Grand Bapids, Mich, May 18, 1895, and remain, as always, 

Very sincerely, yours, Joan C. Bopk. 

Oen. WiLUAU F. SmrrH. 



Washington, D. C, May SO, I8S5. 
My Dear Baldt: 

My recollections about the ride with General Roaecrans are as follows; 

We crossed the river at Chattanot^ and examined the country on the north ride 
with the view of selectii^ a location for a pontoon bridge. As I remember it, Browns 
Feny^ was already in everybody's mind as the proper place, but the pdnt had not 

' [Note by Genebai, Smith.]— At that date the ei^ineer's map, which was the 
guide for the Army, and to which Eosecrans referred in bis testimony of 1865, had 
Browns Ferry at the mouth of Lookout Creek. That was an error, but we were not 
awa^e of it at headquarters. 
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been decided definitely. We vitited oar battery on the high ground oa the nortii tide 
i^the river and mtarly oppogite a r^>el hattery on Lookout MburUain. My imderetiuuling 
wae Idiat Roaecrans Axed Browns Ferry aa the place for tlie bridge. 

I do not recollect havii^ eeen Mr. Dana in the paity on that day. The party, as I 
remember it, was larger when we crossed the river in the moniing than it was when 
KoeecraiM asd I returned to headquarters on toward sunset. There was another 
officer of Ihe Army beeides Kosecrans and myself, but I can not recall who he, was. 
[Bond aaye he was with the espeditJon, and he waa therefore the other officer.] 

I I^ the Army of the Cumberland soon after the battle of Mieeion Ridge. 
Thoma8'sreportmBke84T0oddpagea, dated Nashville, March 9, 1866. IhadnothiiiK 
to do with the preparation of any of it. 

When we returned Gordon Granger met me on the porch of Roeecrane's head- 
quarters and said: "The old man hae been relieved; Thomas is in command." This 
was onr first information on that point. 

Will be glad to see you when you come to Washington again. 



Very truly, yours, 



J. J. Rryholds. 



Chatcaboogj, Tenn., Odober 2, 1S9S. 
Gen. W. F. Surm, WilrranyU/n, Del. 

Mt Dear Sir: I received yonr letters. I wish you could have been here at the 
dedication services two weeks ago. It is true that we had a great crowd and the 
opportunitiee for comfortable and deeirable places were a little overcrowded, yet I 
think yon would have enjoyed meeting many of your old friends of war timee that 
were here. 

I have been noticing one thing I want to suggest to you in connection with the 
little pamphlet that you issued with reference to the controversy of the opening of 
the "Cracker route." I suspect that the map that you furnish, made by Colonel 
Merrill, is in error. I came here the year following, and have been familiar witii 
the country here and bereaboote ever since. lam eali^fied there never was a ferry at 
MoecaMn Pmnt, where he ioadee Bromw Ferry. I am satisfied, too, that the map is in 
error with reference to the name of Browne Ferry proper ever having been called 
WilliamB Ferry. Browns Ferry has been called that name for seventy-five years. 
It was named after a half-breed Indian who lived there at that gap in the ridge and 
had a ferry at that place. There is a son of his living in that vicinity now. 

Williams Ferry was a private ferry, which ran across the river, or.the eastern side 
of the river, from Williams's farm to Williams Island, which took ite name from old 
Sam Williams, the owner of the island. When I came here the Government had 
two sawmills on that island, and I crossed there numbers of times looking after the 
property, having been chief property clerk of this depot. 

I only mention this; possibly the map may have been made by Colonel Merrill 
before the ground was sufficiently understood. AUenParker, wholiveeonthelineof 
the old mail route, afterwards used as the " Cracker route " going to Browns Ferry, and 
who lives there now, being an old man, too, having always lived in this vicinity, says 
there never was a ferry at the point where Merrill has one located in that map called 
Browns Ferry. I only give you these as matters you may be interested in with refer- 
ence to the controversy you have on hand. 

Very tjnly, yours, H. Clay Evanb. 



Wabhujcitojii, D. C, May SS, 1S9S. 
My Dkar BalDy: I have yonr tetter of 2lBt. Have heea to the Engineer Depart- 
ment and have seen the map to which you refer, dated September 8, 1863, made at 
Gamp Stevenson, Ala. , and marked on upper right-band comer "Chattanooga, No. 4 
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I have no recollection ever havii^ Been this map before to-day. It has two fetrite — 
Browns, opponte mouth of Lookoqt Creek, and Williama, eeveral miles, probably 3 
or 4, down the river toward Williams Island. This is called map of Chattanooga 
and vicinity (No. 4 below beare the same tjtle). 

I went into an old trunk and found four other maps, to which I will now refer. 
No. 1. " Mountain r^OQ of North Carolina and Tennessee," from United States Coast 
Survey; a fine folding map for pocket use; quotes many authoritiee from 1820 to 1862, 
including Michler, Merrill — under Rosecrans; scale,! inch =10 miles. Thismaphas 
no Browns Ferry at all, but Williams Ferry where the Other mape put it ae long as 
the name Williams Feny was used on them. 

No. 2. Large map about 6 feet by 4. Compiled March, 1862, to December, 1862. 
This map basboth Browns and Williams Ferry, placed as inthemapdatedSeptember 
8, 1863, now in Enpneer Department I have run my pencil through the name 
" Browns Ferry " and have made a full pencil mark across and down the river beyond 
the mouth of Lookout Creek. Why and when I made these marks I can not tell. 

No. 3 is a map reduced from Michler's by Merrill June 1, 1863. This map has 
Browns Ferry about opposite the month of Lookout Creek and no Williams Ferry 
at all. 

No. 4 is a map of "Chattanooga and vicinity," compiled by Capt. P. C. F. West, 
United States Coast Survey, Chattanooga, November 21, 1863. This map has no 
Williams Ferry at all, but has Browns Ferry where the other mape locate Williams 
Ferry and where our pontoon bridge was thrown. 

All these maps except the last one were made before any of us had seen Chatta- 
nooga and vicinity. We never used, so for as I know, the locality of " Browns 
Ferry" of the older maps for any purpose whatever. We evidently dropped the 
name " Williams " Ferry and applied to its location the name Browns Ferry, and 
there, as I understood it, we put our pontoon bridge. There were doubtless two 
ferries. Brown's and Williams's, " before the war." How the name Brown came to 
misplace Williama I can not tell. BroimiFerryinmymiTid.whenat Chattanooga, meant 
the place where mtr bridge leas thrown, and which evidently was called on the older 
maps " Williams Ferry," though the latter name was never heard among us that I 
remember. 

I went with Rosecrans to the hospital on one occasion, and as I remember but one, 
it was probably the same day. We did not actually water our horses in the Ten- 
nessee River, but went near it, I think, more than once. Thousands of men crossed 
the Browns Ferry bridge. Many of them probably remember whether their crossing 
was at Moccasin Point {directly opposite the nose of Lookout Mountain) or farther 
down the river toward Williams Island, though they might not remember the precise 
locality of the bridge itself. 

Very truly, yours, J. J. RBVHOLne. 



WiLMiNGTOn, Del., September IS, 1395. 
Dkjlr Joe: I will not trouble you with questions after this letter, and thank you 
for all the trouble yon have taken to help me to get at facts. Dana, in a dispatch of 
October 24, says " Grant is just going out to reconnoiter a position, discovered by 
General Smith at the mouth of Lookout Valley." That information must oaturally 
have come from Thomas or yourself. Had yon known that Thomas had so expressed 
himself to Dana would you not have corrected the error and sud, "Why, that is the 
place where I went with General Bosecians on the 19th, and where he had deter- 
mined to throw a bridge?" Do you suppose, nnder such circumstances, Thomas had 
been told by Bosecrans that he had fixed the position for the bridge where it was 
thrown? 
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Do you anppoee that I, or anyone else, should have had the audacity to claim that 
SB my find if you itood there to confront me in Buch a statement? I can not go to 
Chattanooga. I have neither atrength nor money, I am aorry to Bay, though I have 
been longing to go for a long time. 

Yonre, sincerely, W. F. S. 

Letter sent, bat never answered. 



[Tbe Bridge Builder, CbauuioogB. Septembet 30, 1896.) 
Colonel Fox read a paper at a Chickamauga dedication to-day. 

Colond Fox gave a full higtory of the mnch-discoraed bridge building on tbe Ten- 
nessee, of which he bad immediate charge of the Mich^an men being engaged in 

the work. He ihtmm that Gen. WUliam F. Smith, Ute chief engineer, ori^wiUd the bril- 
liant Brovme Ferry movement. 

Hbadqua^tkbs Local EIzbcctive CoMurrrBK, 

SOCtBTt OP THE AbHY of THB CuMSBm.AND, 

Grand Jfopwis, Jfiefi., Mafi 18, 189S, 
Dk4B General Surra: 

Before the battle of Chickamauga I was ordered to Chattanooga in command of a 
detachment of the First Regiment of Michigan Engineere and Mechanics. General 
Bosecnms gave me verbal orders, when his army fell back to Chattanooga, to con- 
struct a pontoon bridge from anything I could find to croes the Tennessee River. 
Ton already have the details of that work. Near ile completion, standing on that 
bridge. General Bosecrana gave me verbal orders to take charge of the two sawmills 
(run by General Morton's Pioneer Brigade) and get out another bridge soon as 
possible — to nse my own judgment as to the form of the l>oats, sayii^ I conld have 
all the det^ls 1 conld nee. Yon also have the details of this work, which was well 
advanced when you asenmed control as chief engineer, ^d General Boeecrans was 
relieved. He never tdd me where he intended to have the bridge Ihroum, either peraonaBy 
or any other tovrce. The first intimation that it was to be at Browns Ferry was given 
to me by yourself, confidentially, at>out five days before it was done. I understood 
that the plan to descend the river in pontoon boats and get posBeesion of the west 
bank of the river at that place originated with you, and safer ttian the ordinary method. 
You certainly had charge of the expedition and preparations for it CoL T. B. Stanley 
hod nothing to do with operating the sawmills, making the boats, or laying the 
bridle, or even gave me any orders from General Boaecrana. I nnderstood his regi- 
ment was selected to manage the boats because eo many were rivermen and expert 
boatmen. As soon as Hazen'a men landed Colonel Stanley recrossed tbe river and 
took over Tnrchin's brigade. He then delivered tite boats to me, by your direction 
and as part of the plan, and I had charge of laying the bridge, the equipage for 
which was concealed near as practicable tbe night before, and brought forward as soon 
as the boats could be need. The bridge was soon finished (900 feet long), and troope 
crOBsedintoLookontVal'.jytoioin with Hooker's advance that day. The complete 
SUccesB of the expedition led up to a similar movement of General Sherman to get 
possession of the sonth bank of tbe river near the mouth of South Chickamauga, and 
was also under youi direction, and equally succeesful. 

General orders, reports of general officers, and the memory of living witnesses who 
were there recognize you as the author of the strategy to which the nation owes so 
much, notwithstanding General Rosecnute's paper, pnbliehed in the North American 
Review of December, 1S86. 

Yonrs, truly, 

Fbbbin v. Fox. 
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Gkakd RAPioa, HtcEU, SeplaaberS, 189S. 



The facts are in the memory of moDy liTing witueeBea, and aieo on remad in die 
orders <A Rosecraos, Tbonuu, Grant, Meige, and SecretAiy (A Wat, ebowa in the 
official record. 

Youra, sincerely, Pebbin V. Fox. 



Gkakd Eatidb, Mica., September SG, 1895. 
Deab Genzral Smith: 

Geoeml Boynton triad btud to have me say that Greneral Bosecrans told me he 
intended the bridge for Browns Perry. I asked why Boeecraua was examining ths 
river at Williams lelood if he bad decided on Browne Ferry for the bridge. He wM 
60 busy I did not talk much with him. I think he waa sorry that the article in 
the North American Review ever appeared. He can not change facte that are in the 
recollection of so many living witnesses. 

Yours, sincerely, Pbrein V. Foi. 



Caldmbt, Mich., October iS, l^is. 
Dear Genkuai. Shttb: 

I joined yoQ at CbottAno^^ October 20, 1868. Gen. George H. Tfa<vnae was in 
command. Some tJme after my arrival you placed tbe t(^>ogiapMcftl office anderoay 
enpervKioB, and I nstm^ly viated that office to see what was there. lufonnatioii 
was denied mebytiieODeni diarge. I neptH'ted that fact to yon and hod no further 
tronUe. I remember no map of Browne Ferry, as described, and, as you know, no 
map <«- maps w«% "carriMlofi" ta7me()ir my aseociatee. The b^»og»|dikal of^ca 
was but a step from your headquarters, aad, as it was and«' you, maps wete ia all 
probability taken to you for inspection and returned. 

It seems etmage tiiat General Boeecrane and staff should have made a, recoanoie- 
sance on the 19th of October to select a point for bridging the Tennessee whan Browns 
Ferry, -where the crosang to<4: place, had been selected previously and ao marked 
on the misuDg map by pontoons; aoA all tbese pi<eliminar; anaogemeais, photo- 
graphing, etc., b*d been gtHagon from a period previous to yonr arrival, October 3, 
and yon, as {Mef engineer of tJie department and on the ground, were not infomwd 
about it; yet this seems to be what Oeoeral Boynton is trying to prove tinough 
Captain Margedamt and aade from any offidal record. 

As to Captain Margedaat'e arrest for withholding information from you, I do not 
doubt it, for tbose were perilons times for the Anmy of the Cumberland, and 1 know 
that you would not let anyone "sulk in his tent" in your departmeoL • • ♦ 
Youth, faithfully, 

Preston C. F. Wbbt. 



[From ex-GovemoT Stewait. of VenaonL] 

MlDDLBBCKr, Vt., Oototw*, 1895. 
Gen. W. F, SMira. 

Mr Deab Sie: I received yonr pamphlet, written and printed in comectioii of his- 
torical errors on the relief of our army at Chattanooga in October, 1863, and hare 
recently received a clipping of a Philadelphia paper in which y«i expose enors of 
statement made by General Boynton. 
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Men of my i»<ofeteioa bold record evidence ia liigbeat eateem. Your Btatementa, 
fortified by the "record," axe eaeily comprehended by a. Bonprofessional fmd are 
iinaDSweiAble,BavebyanewBpaper man who writes "at lar^n," who -early leAms that 
the eMiaational ffvee " go " to hie prodnctioD, the trnth tbeveof being of secondary 



Boynton is not even sgood advocate of a bad canse, else he would b&ve been care- 
ful to avoid reelniig his case upon miaetatMEtent eoie of «xpoeure. The record .ebiwB 
two thinge; first, that KoeectanB was incompetent; second, that be had nothing to 
do either with the plan for relief or ita execution. 

Your Htatement of the case, fortified by the records quoted and referred to, will 
stand in history as conclusive proof that you were the author of the plan which was 
eucceesfuUy wrought out under your direction. I bad always so understood it, and 
WBB more tlm-n Surprised when yon told me at York Harbor that anybody had chal- 
lenged the truth. 

I hope your health is fully restored. 

Very sincerely, yours, John Stbwabt. 

Radom, Wabbinqton County, III., June IB, JSSB. 
Gen. W. F. Smith. 

Dear Gbnkbal: Yonis of the Uth instant with the extracts at your letters oame 
safely to band. They are interesting and constitute an uncontrovertible proof of 
your dsha on the plan of Browne Ferry. I am glad that you furnished me theee 
proofs at present; they are timely for me, as I am busying myself at present in col- 
lecting all records and dalas for my neit volume, "Mismoaary Ridge." When read- 
ing Gieneral Wilson's article, I noticed one remark there rela.ting to you in r^ard to 
the Grant plan of the battle of Missionary Ridge by directiug his principal attack 
against the north end of the ridge, and intimating that you had suggested that plan. 
Stating as the proof of it Van Horn's lile of Tbomas. < -* * 
I am, General, yonra, sincerely. 

Sobs 3. Turchik. 



GmABD BviLDCNO, Philadelphia, Po., April IS, 1900. 
Gen. William Fasrar Shite, lOlS Clinton street. 

Dear Gbnbral: I have gone over the manuscript. It seems to me that you make 
it perfectly plain from the official record that-therelief of Chattanooga by the "shtNl 
line" was due to your plan, and that this is clinched by your personal statement 
Your criticism of General Thomas's report is, I think, plainly and fairly stated. 

I have one su^eetion to make. The little map accompanying the manuscript does 
not cover enough ground, and persons who are not acquainted with the situation of 
townsand mountains in the vicinity would fail to grasp the point of many of the 
statements. As I went along I made little pencil memoranda and have helped 
myself out by looking at a volume of the Comte deParis's history of the war, which 
ecmtains a map of the country around Chattanooga, including Bridgeport, Jasper, etc. 
I st^est tiiat if any more extensive circulation is desired to be given to the paper a 
map oovemtg a somewhat larger gronnd should accompany it 
Very sincerely, yotirs, 

Geo. Tccegr Bispham. 



FkOaddphia, Pa., Avfuet SO, SSOS. 
My sear Gxneral SMrrH: I should have returned these papas fiariier. Yon 
Raked me two qnestions— first, if the argoment was convincing, and, next, if it shou' 
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be followed up. The argument leaves nothing to be mid. A weaker ruin eequiiur 
than Daffleld's I never saw. The imae is not whether Rosecrana was there— we 
all know that — but whether he had any military idea worth having when he was 
there, and on this issue the affirmative and inferential evidence is all one way. I 
am delighted to hear yon have your court of inquiry, i think you already know 
that Khodea gives yon the credit in his history. He is Hanna'e brother-in-law. 

I have spoken of thb matter where I hoped it would do good. Let me know if I 
can be of any special service. 

Yours, cordially, Talcoit Williams, 

By way of reminder that the situation is not unknown to the greatest, I commend 
you to theee two lines in Shakespeare's Sonnets: 

Art made tongue-tied by authority. 
And Folly, doctor-like, controlling skill. 



UST OF UIBCBLLANEODH LBTTGBa. 

No. 1. Copy of letter from Gen. WUliam F. Smith to Henn' M. Duffleld. 

No. 2. Letter from Prof. Henry S. Dean to Gen. William F. Smith. 

No. 3. Copy of letter from J. C. Bopee to Gen. WUliam F. Smith. 

Na 4. Copy of letter from J. C. Ropes to Gen. William F. Smith. 

No. 5. Copy of letter from J. C. Ropes to Gen. William F. Smith. 

No. '6. Letter from Maj. Gen. R. W. Johnson to Gen. William F. Smith. 

No. 7. Roeecraus's testimony before the Committee on Conduct of the War com- 
pared by Edward B. Clarke, assistant librarian, Meroautile Libran', Philadelphia, Pa. 

No. 8. Copy of letter from J. C. Ropes to Gen. William F. Smith. 

No. 9. Copy of letter from J. J. Reynolds to Gen. William F. Smith. 

No. 10. Letter from H. Clay Evans to Gen. William F. Smith, 

No. 11. Copy of letter from J. J. Reynolds to Gen. William F. Smith. 

No. 12. Copy of letter from Gen, William F. Smith to J. J. Reynolds. 

No. 13. Copy of letter from Renin V. Fox to Gen. William F. Smith. 

No. 14. Copy of letter from Perrin V. Fox to Gen. William F. Smith. 

No. 15. Copy of letter from Preston C. F. West to Gen. William F. Smith. 

No. 16. Copy of letter from ei-Govemor John Stewart to Gen. William F. Smith. 

No. 17. Bng. Gen. John B. Turchin to Gen. William F. Smith. 

No, 18. Letter from George Tucker Biroham, member of the Philadelphia bar. 

No. 19. Copy of letter from Talcott WilliamB, esq., to the Press, Philadelphia. 

The letters referred to in the above list are fom'arded not as evidence, but in gen- 
eral aa showii^ the opinionsot well-fcnownpersons who have examined the evidence 
deduced from official records. Only one copy is submitted. 



UKrrcD States Ekginbbb Office, 

New Y<yrk, N. Y., October S4, 1900. 
Gen. W.F. Smith, 

S24 Adami Street, WUmington, Del. 
DiubGenxral: I have been reading your papersaa rapidly as possible, so aa to get 
certain facts well established in my mind before the hoard convenes in November. 
I notice on page 27 of your paper a copy of a letter from Chaa. A. Dana, May 22, 1895, 
in which this expression is nsed: " I took the momitain path on my way to Bridge- 
port • * * and tomewhere about there you thought a position could be found," etc. 
Will yon please inform me why you "thoi^ht" so, and if your "thought" or 
impression came from a study of the maps or was the result of a previons recon- 
noiseance of this part of the river? Did you, in fact, ever reconnoiter the river in the 
vidnity of Brown's Ferry, or below, before October 197 

Very truly, G. L. Gillupib. 
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' 1013 Clinton Stbset, 
PhUaddphia, October S6, 1900. 

My deab General Gillespie; I am gUd to get yonrs of yeeterday, as it gives me 
an opportunity of explaining some things, and especially Mr. Dtina's letter. Whrai 
I arrived at Chattanooga, September SO, or ehortly after, in a converaalion with Roee- 
crans I told him that he would have to shorten his line, for he could not sapport his 
army on the one in use. He contradicted me so emphatically, and gave his issoeB 
and receipts, that I merely said, "Wait for the autumn rains." From that day to the 
18ih of October there idom Ttever a viord between Roeecrans and myself on that subject. 
I wonder and have wondered at it for some years past, for I was bis chief of engi- 
neers, and took the place much against my own dedres and on the condition that he 
would make Brannan bis chief of artillery. I had hard work to get Brannan to take 
the place, and it was to hia disadvantage, but without his services onr final results 
in November wonld, I think, have been very different 

I was hard at work getting forts made, ho that we could leave a garrison to hold 
the position while the rest of ns fell back somewhere. 

fVoi?) the hUlg al Chattanooga, the tide of Haecoon Mountain aiid if« base on the river 
were always in my sight. When I saw that we could get no provisions nor ammuni- 
tion with which to stand a mege I thonght we were gone unless we conld materially 
shorten onr line, and the idea came to me that if we could hold Raccoon Mountain 
at its base — the passes iu the mountains with roads on the top between them — that 
we could hold the river that Ear and make a depot on Williams Island which we 
could protect from artillery, and from there make a short road into Cbattanoc^a. 
Under that idea, on the afternoon of the 16th, I said to Koeecrans that I wished to 
go down the river and see if we conld not ntilise Williams Island. How much more 
I explained t« him I do not recollect, nor is it important. Bosecrans said he would 
go with me, which I did not deore, as 1 hadmyown way of doing that sort of work, 
and wished no superior with me to dictate our route. 

He started, but wonted to go into the hospital, and on my urgence as to the time 
required for a careful examination he said, "I will be out in fifteen minnt«e." I 
wiuted half an hour, and then Mr. Dana coming along, I told him I could wait no 
longer and would ride with him as far as our routes were the same. I never had 
reoomvntered the lower river be/ore, nor the upper river in fiKt, and had never studied the 
Toapi in my departmeTU. I was entirely occupied with what was in the locality of my 
work. Mr. Dana's letter was a little hazy, but I printed it because of the statement 
that he and I rode together, and that Roeecrans was not with us. My c^eet in mak- 
ing the trip was as I have explained, and without any other purpose. I examined 
carefully the north end of Raccoon Mountain and could find no place to seize and 
hold, and turned back to headquarters very despondent. As I passed along on my 
way I saw a battery to my right, and as I had not known of its existence or object I 
went there to learn about it. In answer to my inquiry the capt^n said the battery 
was there to prevent a crossing at Browns Ferry, and that was Ihe first I ever Iward oj 
Browns Ferry. On lookii^ at the opposite shore and being told by the captain that 
there was an entente cordiale between the pickets, I went down to the shore and 
remained there making a thorough examination of the opposite hills, the gorge 
through which ran the load, the position and distance to the reserve of the pickets 
and also to the brigade there in the valley. 

I think I reached there about 3 o'clock and stayed as long as I could see anytiting. 

Bosecrans, as he states, reached headquarters about sunset. Had be been there 
before me he must have been home earlier. He was not there while I was there, and 
he conld not have gone along the river from Moccasin Point as the whole bank was 
under the fire of the enemy's pickets. His testimony which you have is clear as to 
the places he had selected, and as that was given only two years after the event in 
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qaeetkn, I Atm't see how Duffield can ^ore that without a serious impoichinent of 
hie own witawe. 

I ba."re written moie than yon asked but I think I have wsweved aU yoaeqiiestioiis 
directly or indirectly, and I hop« have sot wearied you past forgirenees. 

I am going to Hartford on the 7tb proximo to see Geneiti Franklin who is in bad 
health, and am to go on the 9th to see Mr. Rhodes, the historian, on a matter of his- 
tory in another field. 

I hope, therefore, if I should be wanted before your board that you will not me«t 
before the 15th of November m I should like to keep my engagemenle which have 
been postponed by reason of a bad cold, which housed me for a week. Ex-Senator 
Higgins will have a paper to hand in and of course I should expect the privilege of 
answering any paper that may be put in by the opposition, though I think the recoid 
and Boaecians teetimcmy are all that I require. 
Youra, sincerely, 

Wm. F. Suits. 

Gen. Gbobqb L. Gillbspie, New York City. 



1013 CLtNioif Strbbt, 
Philaddphia, December S9, 1900. 

Dear General Gillespie: I have yonr lettor of the 2Sth instant, and will do my 
best at answering your questions. My route from where I parted from Mr. Dana, at 
the forks of the road about oppoeite the lower end of Williams Island, was all in open 
ground. After getting above the island, having carefully examined the base of Rac- 
coon Mountain for a position for a lodgment there which could be held, I bore to the 
left to take the road to headquartors, when I espied on my right front the battery, 
into which I rode from pure curiosity to find out why it was there. My impreaaion 
is that it was on the same level — the valley land of the river, over which I had trav- 
eled after parting from Mr. Dana. I should think the height above the shingle of 
the river shore might have been 20 feet — perhaps a little more, perhaps less. 

The guns were directly opposite the gorge through which tan the road, and com- 
manded the road near the river entirely. A road from our side (right bank) led 
down to the river, and I should say the bank on our side had been cut down and did 
not run through a natural goige. The shingle shore on the river bank was about 20 
to 25 feet wide at that stage of the river. The battery was a Tennessee volunteer 
battery, and was one of a kind of brigade of Tennessee volunteer batteries, com- 
manded, I think, by Colonel Stokes, a graduate of '35. In volume 54 (serial num- 
ber), page 83, accompanying Hazen's report, is a fair sketch of the locality. I should 
say tlie road on the right bank came to the water a little above the gorge. I think 
my position on the shore was a little above the road on the other side, but Hazen 
puts it directly opposite, and so does the map in the pamphlet I sent you. That is 
a photograph of a Geological Bureau survey or a photograph of a copy I had made 
from a sheet of the Geological Bureau survey, I do not recollect now which. If it is 
a copy, the details of the altitude curves can not be depended upon. My map gives 
open, flat country from below Williams Island to Browns Ferry, as I have described 
from memory. The battery could not have been 75 feet from the wator on a hori- 
zontal hue during our operations. I do not know where Strikers Ridge is, as I had 
never heard the name. It may be on Merrill's map of September 8, 1863, a copy of 
which I think was attached to my pamphlet and called there Stringer' » spring, which 
may be our Strikers Ri(^. 

The battery had support, as Whittaker had a brigade in that vicinity. 

I think I have answered all your questione. 
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If you have Hazen's Nanative of Service, Ticknor & Co., 18S6, yon will find 
Homo's map Euid etory on psge 156 et eeq. 

Yours, sincerely, Wk. F. Suith. 

If you wish Hazeo'e book I will send it to you. Turchin, commBJidiiig Second 
Brigade under me, is at Badom, Washington County, HI. He may give you aome 
details; J. B. Turclim. 

Youre, W. F. 8. 

WiLMiMGTOH, Del., September SI, 1900. 
Maj. Gen. John R. Bkoorc, 

Department of the Eatl, Qowrrwrt Itland. New York. 
Ut dxas Genxbal : Gen. W. F. Smith, being in uncertain health, has reqaeeted 
me to represent him hefore the board, of which you are the president, appointed by 
tb« Secretary of War to consider, investigate, and report apon the claim of General 
Smith that the legend of the atlas of the Chattanoi^a and Chickamsuga National 
Park Commisaion as to who devised the plan for the recoverj- of Iiookout Valley of 
the Chattanooga campaign is incorrect. 

Will you kindly let me know, as near as you can, upon what date the board will 
want to meet and receive communications from the parties interested, and obl^? 
Very truly, youm, 

AllTTHONY HlOQINS. 

Headquartbis, Dbpabtmeht of tbe East, 

Oovemors Island, New York, September S7, I$O0. 

Hon. AjTTHOHT HlGQINS, 

8S4 Market Street, WUmiTtgUm, Del. 
My DBAS Mb. Higqinb: Your note of the 21st instant received on my return from 
an absence, and in reply to it would say that we have a letter of General Smith which 
seems to point out hia objectiona to the present "legend" you refer to. 

The board to which has been referred this subject will not be able to meet until 
some time in November, owing to the preasure of other matters. I will inform you 
in time as to the date of this meeting. In the meantime any communications 
addressed to me on the subject will be laid before the board when it doee meet. 
I am, very truly, youra, 

John B. 3eooes. 

TTnitbd Btates Engineer Office, 

Wilmington, Del., September S8, 1900. 
Ma]. Gen. John E. Bbooks, V. S. Army, 

Chmmanding Military Divigitm of the Atlantic, 

Govemore Island, Nem Tort. 
GsifBRAL: I have the honor to request that I may he furnished with a list of the 
papers forwarded by the War Department to you as president of the board for the 
consideration of the truth or falsity of the legend published by the Chickamauga 
National Park Coramiasion, which states that the plan for the occupation of the 
position at Browns Ferry was devised by General Rosecrans, 

I make thia request because I have some papers forwarded Iq" the War Depart- 
ment pertaining to the ease and do not know if they are originals or whether the 
originals are in the possession of the board. If such be the foct, I shall not consider 
it neceasary to burden your records with dnplicatee. My addreea ia 1013 Clinton 
street, Philadelphia. 

Very reepecttolly, Wm, F. SMrrn, 

Brevet Ma^or-General, U. 3. ArtP- 
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HSAD40ABTEB8, DbPABTUBKT OF THB EaOT, 

Oovtnwrt Iiland, Nao York, September S9, 1900. 
Gen. W. F. Smith, 

lOlS ainton Sred, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Genxkal: Id reply to yonr letter of the 28th iastant I would state that the 011I7 
paper received from the War Department thus tar is your lett«r commenting on the 
report of General Duffield, of Detroit. The chairman of the Chichamauga National 
Park CommisstoD has written that he will aubmit certain papers in connection with 
the matt«r, but they have not yet been received. 

I think General Gilleepie has informed you that it will be impracticable to take up 
the matter until some time in November, owing to the fact that he is very much 
engaged in official matters which will prevent his giving the time and sttentioi to it 
which he deeiree to give. I am very much in the same fix myself. I can not bat 
assume that the War Department will furnish such information as it may have on file, 
but which has not yet been asked for because the board has not been able to go into 
the matter. 

Very reepectfnlly, John R. Bbooeb, 

Major- GeneraL 



HBADttUAKTBIta, DePARTUBNT OF THB EaST, 

Goeemort Inland, New York, Novemhtr SS, 1900. 
General: As I have already written yon ahoot the meeting of the board which 
has the papers is yonr protest against the action of the Chickamauga and Chattanooga 
National Park CommiBaion, fixing some time in the latter part of November, I would 
now inform you that (iieneral Gilleepie havii^; been ordered euddeniy to Porto Bioo 
on certain duties and as he has departed, the board will not be able to meet until his 
return. Just as soon as the dat« of meeting is fixed I will inform yon. 
I am, very respectfully, 

John B. Bbookb, 

Major-Genend. 
Gen. WiLUAM F. SurrH, 

8S4 Adamt ttretl, WUmifngbm, Del. 



HBADauABTSBs, Dkpabtmbnt of tbb East, 

Goverwin Iiland, Neta York, December S, 1900. 
Hon. Anthomy Higginb, 

SS4 Market ttreet, "WUmmgton, Dd. 
Dear Sib: In the matter of your appearing before our board in the tase of Gen. 
W. F. Smith, I would ask if you propose to aubmit any argument, and, if so, whether 
or not you can furnish a copy of tiutt argument to the chairman of the Chickamauga 
and Chattanooga National Park Commission, which has its office in the War Depart- 
ment, Washington, so that the commission may have an opportunity to make such 
written reply as they may see proper? 

I have informed General Smith of the necessary postponement of the consideration 
of this matter owing to the absence of Genera) Gillespie in Porto Bico. On his , 
return I will inform yon as to the time when the board will take ap the case. J 

I am, very respectfully, f 

JoBN B. Bbooke, 

iSajor-Qen' ji 
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I, Dkl., December 6, 1900. 



Maj. Gen. John R. Bkooeb, 

Governors Inland, New York City, N. ¥. 
Mv SEAK General: I have your letter of the 3d instant askii^ for a copy of my 
aigoment before yonr board, ao that it might be submitted to the chairman of the 
park commiaeionen. I have uot yet completed the preporatioii of my paper, hav- 
ing been interrupted by professional business, but hope to get it done soon. How- 
ever, I have been intending to write to yon to inquire if I could have a copy of any 
paper submitted on behalf of the park commissioners. Would you kindly let me 
know if they have preeented any written argument; and if so, whether I can have a 
copy of it? 

Very truly, yours, . Anthony Hioqinb 



December 7, 1900. 
Mr DEAR Mr. Hiooinb: I have yours of the 6th instant, and in reply would say 
that the park commiHsioners have not submitted any paper in regard to the matter, 
and, so far as I know, do not propose to ai^e the case, pendii^, of course, on what 
you may have to say. If they should submit any argument, I shall certainly send 
you a copy of it 

1 am, very truly, yours, John R. Brooke, 

Major- General. 
Hon. Anthony Higgins, 

SS4 Market strett, WihmngUm, Del. 



HbADQUARTBBS DrPARTUENT 07 THE East, 

Govemorg Island, New York, January 7, 1901. 
Hon. Anthony Higoinb, 

8Si Market Sfwet, WUmtngUm, Dd. 
Dear Sir: The board of officers in the case of General Smith will meet at ray 
headquarters on Wednesday, the 9th instant, at 10 o'clock. Any communication 
that you may have to make to them, either in writing or in person, will be consid- 
ered at that time. 

I am, very truly, yours, John R, Brooke, 

Mr^oT-Gener^. 



Wilmington, Del., Janvary 8, 1901. 
Alaj. Gen. John R. Brooke, 

D^iartmeMof the Eaut, Gonemoin IAand,-Nem York aty, N. Y. 
Dear Sib; Your letter of the 7th instant is received, informing me that the board 
of officers in the case of General Smith will meet at your headquarters on Wednes- 
day, the 9th instant, at 10 o'clock, and that any communication that I may have to 
make to them, either in person or in writing, will be considered at that time. I 
beg herewith to hand you a communication in writii^ that I have prepared on behalf 
of General Smith, and beg to state that I will endeavor to appear in person at the 
hour named. 

I must apologize for the haste with which the latter part of my paper has been 
prepared, as it has been done to-day since the receipt of your letter. 
Very truly, yours, 

AwTHONY Hiooinb. 
20003—01 12 
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WlLHINOTON, DRL., , , 

To Maj. OeB. John R. Brooke, Col. Gborob L. Gillespie, Col. Michael V. Shrbi- 
DAN, constitutiog the board of officers appointed by the Secretary of War on AnguBt 
23, 1900, to consider, investigate, and report upon the claim made by Gen. Wil- 
liam F. Smith that the legend o£ the atlae of the Chickamauga and Chattanooga 
National Park CommiBsion which declares that "at daylight of October 27 the 
river line of the communication with Bridgeport was opened by the execution of 
a plan for recovering Lookont Valley demtd by General Rosecraru " ' is incorrect, 
and that General Smith conceived the plan mentioned. 

Gentlemen; At the request of Gen. W. F. Smith, and upon hie behalf, I b^ leave 
to sabmit to you Bome observations upon the matters presented for your decision by 
the order of the Secretary of War. 

Was the plan for recovering Lookout Valley, by the execution of which, at day- 
light of October 27, 1863, the river line of communication with Brid^port was 
opened, devised by General Rosecrans or by General Smith? 

The case comea before the board by way of appeal from the finding of Gen. H. M. 
Duffield, the historian of the Chickamauga and Chattanooga Park Commission, to 
whom it was referred for consideration and report by General A^r, the late Secre- 
tary of War. 

General Duffield's conclusion is "that both General Smith and General Rosectane 
on October 19 visited the place where the bridge was thrown, but not both together, 
and that each selected it a» the proper place /or the bridge, and that there was 'no error 
in, and no iojustice intended or done to Geueral Smith by, the legend in question.' ' 
I feel that an apology is almost demanded of me in saying anything to the board, 
because the subject has been treated by General Smith himself in a way so exhaust- 
ive, lineal, lucid, and conclusive in the two papers which he will present to the 
board, namely, his pamphlet entitled "The Reopening of the Tennessee River near 
Chattanoc^, October, 1863," and his letter to the Secretary of War ot March, 1900, 
in reply to the report of General Duffield. 

I find no letter, order, telegram, or other evidence contained in the official record 
that has not been included in his discussion, and his presentation of the matter prac- 
tically leaves nothing new to be said. The most I can hope to do is to endeavor to 
reduce the area of the dispute to its narrowest limits and to submit some observations 
thereon. 

At the outset, then, it is admitted that General Rosecrans realized the importance 
and, indeed, the necessity of recovering the short line from Bridgeport to Chatta- 
nooga. Just when he first appreciated its vital character is a question, in view of his 
abandonment ot Lookout Mountain to the Confederates, against the protests of Gen- 
erals Granger and Garfield, according to the dispatch of Mr. Dana of October 12 
(O. B.. vol. 80, pt. 1, p. 215) , who says: 

But the same military error which gave the enemy control of the south shore 
between here and Bridgeport, and which is illustrated by the stoppage of our trains 
by sharpshooters, deprives us of the power of using the railroad between here and 
Bridgeport. That error is the abandonment ot Lookout Mountain to the rebels. 
Immediately after the retreat to Chattanooga Rosecrans ordered the withdrawal of 
Spear's brigadej which held the head ot the mountain, and the destruction of the 
wagon road which winds alone its side at about one-third of its height and connects 
the valleys of Chattanooga and Lookout. Both Granger and Garfield earnestly pro- 
tested ^jainst this order, and contended that the mountain and the road could be field 
by not inore than seven regiments a^nst the whole power of the enemy, whether 
he should attack from below or, passing up Stevens Gap, make his approach by the 
road extending longitudinally upon the crest. 

' Italics throughout by Mr. Higgins. 

, ,y Go Ogle 
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This abandonment of Lookout Mountain carried with it the loss of Lookout Vall^ 
and the short road from Chattanooga to Bridgeport, and involved the neceseity of 
relying upon the long wagon route by way of Waldens Ridge, by which route R<»e- 
crana ordered hie suppliee on September 24. 

On September 30 the Eleventh and Twelfth Corps from the Army of the Potomac 
began arriving at Nashville on their way to Bridgeport, and, in reply to an inquiry 
from Colonel Hodgea, hia chief quarterraaater at Nashville, "as to where the troops 
now coDQiDg in will be for the present," General Eosecmns replied (0. R., vol. 30, 
pt 3, p. 947): 



Am early as September 24 Bosecrane telegraphed Hatleck: 

Please send the iniaotry by brigades as fast as possible. Let the artillery EoUow at 
Idsure. The great point is to have troops at Stevenson and Brii^port to secure those 
points and the rdlroad. We can hold this point if we can keep up communication 
and supplies, (0. H., vol.30, pt. 3. p. 812.) 

On October 1 Rosecrans ordered Hooker at Bridgeport to " put down a pontoon 
bridge and make immediate preparations for crossing yonr command at that point; 
the remaining boala will be held in readinesa for shipment up the river." (0. R., 
vol.30, pt. 4, p. 24.) On October 4 he renewed the order to Hooker to put "the 
pontoon bridge in order so as to be ready for crossing the river," and "to station 
sufficient detachments along the railroad between Nashville and Bridgeport as will 
secure our communication t^inat cavalry raids. Heavy force of rebel cavalry struck 
McMinnville yesterday and will doubtless try to strike the railroad at Elk River and 
between there and Nashville." {Id., 89.) 

On October 7 the dependence of the army upon the long routo had begun to pinch, 
and Bosecrana ordered Hooker to make details " to put the wagon road from Bridge- 
port to Jasper in good condition. A lai^e part of our supplies must for the present 
be brought over that route, and the road must be made good t^ainst the rainy sea- 
son." {Id., 159.) 

By October 12 the diversion caused by Wheeler's raid was over, the difficulties and 
perils from the long route were growing more and more pressing, and Bosecrans 
reverted to sbortenii^ it by asking Hooker; 

Can you have a column of one division to move up to BheUmound and push an 
advance brigade to Whitesidea? They can take ten days' rations in haveisack and 
knapsack. (Id., 322.) 

To this Hooker replied that he could with infantry only, but not with artillery, for 
want oi horses, to which Rosecrans in turn replied the same day: 

I will delav the order nntii your batteries are ready. Hasten their preparation 
and report wnen ready. The imjecl is to gel potaemtm of the line of Ihe river up to this 
place. (Id. ) 

Here we have the definite statement by Bosecrans of his object in the movement. 

Farther evidence of this appears in the dispatch of Mr, Dana of October 14, two 
days later (O.R., vol. 30, pt. 1, 216): 

The necessity of opening the river being thus imperative, General Rosecians has 
ordered Hooker to concentrate his troopa preparatory to seizing the passei ofEacooon 
Mountain and occupying Sbellmound, and, if possible, Lookout VaUey. 

The state of mind of Rosecrans next appears in Mr. Dana's dispateh of the 16th 
(id., 219): 

I have just had a full conversation with General Rosecrans upon the situation. 
He says the possession of tbe river, as far up aa the bead of Williams Island at leaat, 
ia a WW qua wm to the holding of Chattanooga, but that it is impossible for him to 
make any movement toward gainiu)^ such posseasion until General Hooker's troops 
are concentrated and his transportation gets up. Hooker's troops tire now ecattere* 
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along the line of the railroad and can not be (tot together before next Wednesday. 
The wagons must all have arrived by that tinie^ and, if the enemy does not interfere 
sooner, the movement upon Raccoon Moimtam and Lookout Valley may then be 
attempted. Boeecrane, however, expects that,'a« eoon as the weather will allow, the 
enemy will cross the river in force on our left, and then it will be necessary tor us to 
fight a battle or else to retreat from here and attempt to hold the line of the Cum- 
berland Mountains. 

At last Roeecrans indicates Williams Island as a point from which a ront^ from 
Chattanooga to Bridgeport may be opened, and the report of General Smith, of 
November 4, of the capture of Browns Ferry {0. R., vol. 31, pt. 1, p. 77) states: 

On the 19th of October I was instructed by Geneial Rosecians to reconnoiter the 
river in the vicinity of Williams Island, with a view of makin^^ the island a cover for 
a steamboat landing and storehouses, and began the examination near the lower end 
of the island. 

The same day General Thomas was notified by Captain Thorns, aid de camp: 
The general commanding directs me to notify you that he had started to recon- 
noit«r the other side of the river and probably would be gone some hours. He 
wishes you to take command in the meantime. (0. R., vol. 30, pt. 4, p. 480.) 

The record, which I think I have now quoted in full, therefore, makes clear that 
from the time of his being informed of the reenforcement by Hooker's command 
General Rosecraits contemplated using it in the opening in lome wxy of the line from 
Bridgeport to Chattanooga. 

It is equally clear that during all that time he never reached any conclumon as to 
bow he could accomplish this object. I will not weary the patience of the board by 
dwelling upon the grave peril in which the Army of the Cumberland stood if this 
route was not opened. It sufficiently appears by a single ^ragraph from the dispatch 
of Mr. Dana of October 18 {0. R., vol. 30, pt. 1, p. 221) : 

I rode through the camp yesterday and can testify that my previous reports respect- 
ing the Btarvation of the battery horses were not exaggerated. A few days more 
and most of them will be dead. If the effort which Rosecrans intends to make to 

rthe river should be futile, the immediate retreat of this army will follow. It 
not seem possible to hold out here another week without a new avenue of 

Of course, in this dire extremity, if General Rosecrane had had any plan conceived 
in his mind of connecting with Hooker he would have informed Dana and Halleck, 
and would have taken the promptest steps to pnt it into execution. 

On the contrary, however, he actually contemplated withdrawing Hooker from 
Bridgeport and placing him on the left of the army atChattanoi^a, in which quarter 
he was constantly apprehensive he would be attacked by Bragg. On October 16 he 
says to Halleck (0. R., vol. 30, pt. 4, p. 414): 

Evidence increaeee that the enemy intend a desperate effort to destroy thia army. 
They are bringing up troops to our front. They nave prepared pontoons and wdl 
probably operate on our left fiant, either to cross the river and force us to quit this place 
and figDt them or lose onr communication. 

And on the next day, the 17th, he says to Hooker (id., p. 446): 
If the enemy should attempt to cross the Tennessee in force above us it will be twc- 
essarj/ for your force to come up. The general commanding directs you to makesuch 
preliminary preparations as will enable you to move promptly and effectually. To 
this end, the Twelfth Corps ought to be as far down as is consistent with the protec- 
tion of uie exposed points of tl^ nulroads. 

Of course, to have moved Hooker's force to the left of the Army of the Cumberland 
at Chattanooga would have been an abandonment of all effort to regain control of 
the short line, and that, too, for a length of time within which that army would 
have been compelled by starvation to abandon Chattanooga and take its chance« of 
»ifety in retreat. 
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For General EoBecrans to have thus contemplated orderii^ Hooker away from 
Bridgeport to a point above Chattanooga ia conclusive evidence that when he made 
the order he saw no way whatever to the opening of the line to Bridgeport. 

But more explicit evidence to the same point, and, if possible, more conclusive, is 
his letter to Hooker of October 18 (id., 467), where he saya: 

It will be necessary to make extraordinary efforta to get the road pasBable from 
Bridgeport to Jasper; also to have rations thrown into Stevenson as rapidly as pos- 
sible. , It will require almost superhaman eftorta to sustain us here. 

That steamboat must be got ready so that we can freight to Shellmound, and thus 
shorten our wagon transportation. This will require us to hold both sides of the 
river and fortify, but maie our depot on this side, I must confide the pushing up 
of the repair? to the wagon roads and seeing that our supplies are brought forwanl to 
your care, as the remoteness of our position and the necessity of the active authority 
and intervention of officers of h^h rank are absolutely necesBary to the preser^'ation 
of our army. 

Nothing of the short line here; nothing but the long route. Desperation was before 
the General. "H inill require rUmosl mperhuman effotig lo gutlain im here. It will be 
necessary to make extraordinary efforts to get the road passable from Bridgeport to 
Jasper." Wagon transportation must be shortened by freighting by steamboat to 
Shellmound, when both sides of the river must be fortified, and the praervatum of the 
army rests upon the intervention of. officers of high rank to push up repairs of the 
wagon roads and bring forward supplies. Clearly General Eosecrans had not yet 
"devised" the plan of opening the short line by seising Browns Feiry. 

yf% are thus brought to the 19tb of October and to the separate and distinct recon- 
noissaoces made on that day by General Bosecrans and by Gieneral Smith. The 
two started out leather, but separated at the door of the hospital, not to meet ^ain 
during the few hours General Bosecrans was to remain in command of that army, if, 
indeed, they ever after met in life. Mr. Dana riding along as he was starting on his 
way to Nashville, and General Smith, feeling that the long day's work before him 
did not justify him in longer waiting for General Bosecrans, joined Mr. Dana and 
rode on with him until their paths parted, and then proceeded on to the lower eod 
of Williams Island. From that point up to Browns Ferry he made his reconnoisaance. 
Whatever may be the evidence of the results of the separate reconnoissance made by 
Bosecrans, General Smith is the only witness aa to what he did and saw, and bow he 
came to perceive, ascertain, comprehend, and realize the strategic importance and 
value of Browns Ferry. He tella ua that it was by but an accident he discovered it 
at all. He Cad completed hia task and was about turning to ride back to Chattanooga 
when he perceived a battery overlooking and coramandiug the river at that point 
Riding up to the battery and asking why they were stationed there, he was informed 
it was to command Browns Ferry. He also learned that a friendly arrangement 
existed between the troops of the battery and the Confederate pickets by which 
neither fired on the other when they might go to the river's edge. 

It is of further interest to bear in mind that General Smith was not only an officer 
of engineers, but that he had been an officer of the topographical engineers during 
the long period of his service prior to the civil war. It thus fell out that he, on this 
momentous quest, could, without peri) from Confederate bullets or fear of hia object 
being auapected by the enemy, deliberately ait by the river bant for an hour and 
more, and, with practiced eye and trained intelligence and judgment, view, inspect, 
and study the topography and lay of the land on the rebel aide of the river. With- 
ont such a deliberate smrey and inspection an observer not theretofore familiar with 
it could hardly have observed or taken in the strat^c facta of the sitoation as they 
exieted on the far aide. And upon theae facta being comprehended by its com- 
mander rested the future if not the fate of the Army of the Cumberland. 

When, on October 29, Hooker's forces were in restored cominunit^tion with th 
Army of the Cumberland and that army freed from peril, the problem of acbiev' 
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it8 rescue had by ite guccesstul solution beea made pl^n to everybody. But up to 
the time of the solution it was eimply inscrutable to everybody excepting those to 
whom bad beeu confided the plan by which it wae accomplished. With Lookout 
Valley in our poasessioii and in short and easy communication on the interior line 
over the Browns Ferry bridge with the army at Chattanooga, with that army saved 
from certain flight and poeaible destruction by auppliea ruahint; in from Nashville by 
way of Bridgeport, the puzele was solved to the comprehension of the meanest 
intelligence. Every teamster saw that the Lookout Valley line to Bridgeport was 
the key to savii^ the army at Chattanooga, and that the possession of Browns Ferry 
WHS the key to both seizing and holding the Lookout Valley line. 

Had Hooker c-rossed the river at Bridgeport on October 1, or if, on the 12th, after 
Wheeler's raid was over, having artillery in condition, he had advanced to Shell- 
mound and Whiteside, either movement would have been calamitous to the Army 
of the Cumberland if it had led Bragg to occupy Lookout Valley in force, th^^by 
not only interposii^; his army between those of Hooker and Rosecrans, but what, if 
possible, would have been more important, holding the southern side of the river at 
Browns Ferry impregnable against being captured in the way it afterwards was. 
WithBrownsFerryinBragg'shands, Hooker, advancin|Eupon Lookout Valley, would 
have bad to fight practically the whole of Bragg's army, and with no object to be 
accomplished by this movement, since be could not connect with Bosecrans. A 
shortening of the long route by Waldens Bidge was all that could be accomplished 
by his advance to Shellmound. Only by Roeecrans's seizure of Browns Ferry, 
which Br^^ had fatuously left unguarded, escept by a picket force, and the simnl- 
taueous advance by Hooker through the passes of Raccoon Mountain and entering 
Lookout Valley, could the vital communication between our two armies be made, 
<to the other band, had Bragg, after we had seized and fortified Browns Ferry on 
the southern side, advanced into Lookout Valley and the Raccoon passes, he would 
have been open to an attack npon his flank and rear by Roaecrons's entire army, 
except such of it as was needed to hold his fortified lines in front of Chattanooga, 

When, therefore, Rosecrans ordered Hooker to cross the river on October 1, and 
to advance to Shellmound on the 12th, he did not contemplate seizing Browns Ferry 
as a part of the movement, and in the end for that reason it was abandoned. Thisie 
further shown by Bosecrans's hopeless dispatch to Halleck of the 16th, and by his 
order to Hooker of the 17th to be prepared to move his army away from Bridgeport 
to the left of the Army of the Cumberland above Chattanooga in case Bra^ attacked 
our left; or if Bragg made no attack, then to help open the river; thouj(h no move- 
ment to the latter end was to be made until Sherman should come in from Hunts- 
ville, and Sherman's advance did not reach Bridgeport until the middle of November. 
Meanwhile all the desperate efforts were being mode to keep the roads in condition 
over the lot^ route. 

But it may be attempted in some way (o establish the case tor General Rosecrans 
by certain positive evidence. Of this nature is his testimony before the Committee 
on the Conduct of the War, given two years afterwards, when he says that as early as 
the 4th of October, " I called the attention of General Thomas and General Oarfield 
to the map ot Chattanooga and vicinity and, pointing out to them the positions, staled 
that as soon as I could possibly get the bridge materials for that purpose I would take 
posseeeion of Lookout Valley opposite Ike passage over the extremity of the mounJam and 
fortify it, thiis completely covering the road td Bridgeport on the south side ss well 
as the river, and giving us practical possession and use of both, as well as Lookout 
Valley." 

Further, on October 4, Mr. Dana telegraphed; 

Engineers are now engaged upon the pontoon bridge to cross the Tennessee at the 
louth of Lookout Creek. (0. H, , vol. 30, pt. 1, p. 207.) 
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Accepting the testimony ot General Roeecrans and the telegram of Mr. Danato tbe 
fullest extent of their Btalcments, it remains to besaid that a bridge to crosa the Ten- 
nessee River either at the point ' ' opposite the passage over the extremity of the moun- 
tain" or "at the mouth of Lookout Creelc" would be under the command of the 
Confederate batteriea on Lookout Mountain. It would have been impracticable to 
achieve poesession of the southern side of the river at either point so as to throw a 
bridge there, and the bridge, if thrown, would have been rendered untenable by the 
fire of the Confederates' guns. 

But the complete answer is that neither "the pomt opposite the passage over the 
extremity of the mountain" nor the one "atthe mouth of Lookout Creek" iaSrvinta 
Ferry. Neither of those plans was tenable; neither ends have succeeded; neither, in 
bet, ever was attempted; both, if ever really contemplated, were, in fact, abandoned, 
and for the good reason that they had to be, and while they indicate a groping after 
the key of the sitoatlon, they demonstrate that the key was not yet found, for the 
Browns Ferry plan had not yet been discovered or "devised." 

(At that point I resume the preparadon of these observations because of a letter 
just received from General Brooke that the board will consider the subject to-morrow 
at 10 a. m.) 

As further podtdve evidence in favt^ of the claim made on behalf of General Rcae- 
cruiB is his statement contained in the North American Review of December, 1886. 
I do not deem it necessary, even if tjme permitted, that I should retraverse the dis- 
cui^on of this article by General Smith in his pamphlet, The Reopening of the Ten- 
nessee River near Chattanooga, pages 22 to 32 [pa^es 101-107 of this reprint], and 
which, of course, is already before the board. 

I must rest content with tbe observation that the North American Review article 
contains no evidence that General Rosecrans had discovered Browns Ferry and it8 
successful seizure and occupation by him as the way of openii^ tbe shorii line. The 
statements of this article can not be construed as an explicit assertion of General 
Rosecrans to that effect, and even if they were so construed, when made twenty-two 
years after the event they can not be accepted as even presumptive, not to say con- 
clusive, evidence of tbe fact when confronted with tbe facts established by the official 
record. He says that — 

While completing the first two bridges Gen. William F. Smith arrived and was 
assigned to duty as chief engineer of the Army of the Cumberland. He was told 
what the plan was for openii^ communication with Bridgeport on the south side of 
the river and what prepa^Stions were in progress for its execution. 

A jketch was made of the river and ront« to Browns Ferry, the route by which 



troops would be able to communicate from the Chattano<^ side of the river with 
Lookout Valley over the pontoon bric^, which we were straining every nerve to 

General Smith was ordered to report for duty to General Rosecrans on September 
5. Just what was the dat« when he arrived at Chattanooga I do not know; my 
impression is that it was in Sept«mber, and after the battle of Ohipkamauga. But I 
do not understand that it is now contended, either by the members of the park com- 
mission or by General Duffield in his report, that General Rosecrans ever settled 
upon Browns Ferry as a part of his plan (or opening the short line at any time prior 
to his reconnoissance on October 19. 

If such is their contention, it would be for them to defend the reputation of Gen- 
eral Rosecrans for not promptly carrying it into execution and thus rescuing his army 
and the country from their dire peril. 

But if the evidence is accepted that General Rosecrans had in mind the throwing 
of bridges across the river at two other points than Browns Ferry, namely, the one 
opposite the nose of Lookout Mountain and the other opposite Lookout Valley, we 
can well see how he had a general plan to connect with Hooker at Bridgeport and yet 
failed to carry it out simply because at neither point was a bridge feasible. We '' 
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veil andeietand why he Bought to shorten his long line flrat by tm advance from 
Bridgeport to Shellmound and throwii^ a bridge there, and next groping out with 
eouie vague but impossible scheme of advancing to WElliams Island; but it slaggers 
credulity to believe him posseased of the plan involved in the getting possession of 
BrowDB Ferry and then delaying, to Bay nothing of fuling, to instantly and decisivelj' 
carry it out. 

In the North American Review article (.ieneral Roaecrans further says: 

On the ISth of October Gen. W. F. Smith accompanied me on a ride along the 
route and the Teuneeeee near Browns Ferry. We returned at sunset, when I found 
the telegrams awaiting me which released me from the command of the Army of the 
Onmberluid and placed General Thomas in command. 

I have read the report of General Duffield, who, discussing the letters of General 
Beynolds and Major Bond, both of whom accompanied General Bosecrans on hia 
reconnoissances, says: 

My conclusion from these letters la that both General Smith and Cieneral Rose- 
crane on October 19 viated the place where the bridge was thrown, bnt not together, 
and that each selected it as the proper place for the bridge. 

I assume that no one will contend that in the lapse of yearsGeneral Bosecrans was 
not mistaken in his recollection that General Smith accompanied bim on bis recon- 
noissance; and under that misimpreesion he might well come to think, upon the 
subject being revived at a late day, that General Smith's plan was his own plan. He 
remembered starting with General Smith, for they did start together. He failed to 
remember their parting, and probably because the parting occurred, not by his act, but 
by the act of Gieneral Smith, while General Rosecrans was occnpied in the hospital 
and when he did not know that General Smith had gone on by himself. 

General I>uffield seems to rely for his conclusion upon the letters of General 
Beynolds and of Major Bond. General Beynolds was the chief of staff. His letter 
to General Smith, dated May 20, 1896, is important enough to quote; 

As I remember it, Browns Ferry was alreadj; in everybody's mind as the proper 
place, but the point had not been decided definitely. We visited one battery on the 
high ground on the north side of the river and nearly opposite a rebel battery on 
Lookout Mountain. • • • My understanding was that Hosecrans fixed Browns 
Ferry as the place for the bridge. 

Take his first sentence: "As I remember it, Browne Ferry was already in every- 
body's mind as the proper place, but the point has not been decided definitely. 

Now, so far as Browns Ferry "being in everybody's mind" the evidence from the 
record shows it to have been in nobody's mind. 

After its brilliant seizure, and the escape of the army from possible destruction, it 
1MM in everybody's mind, not before. "As" the General "remembers it" he was 
wrong. " But," he goes naively on, " the point had not been decided definitely." 
The place in everybody's mind, but the point not decided definitely! So the 
army was saved; it was in everybody's mind; a sense of relief, if not hilarity, 
reigned; the sole object of the reconnoissance was not to fls the "place" but merely 
the "point," and that merely because it had not been fixed " definitely." Indeed, 
indefiniteness characterizes every statement in this behalf of General Beynolds. 
He adds: 

My understanding was that Bosecrans fixed Browns Ferry as the place for the 

"Understanding!" Could anyone ever have any other than a recollection as vivid 
OS lightning, never to be dimmed, never to be subdued to a mere "understanding" 
of an event which never before known, averted calamity from both army and country. 

But the further statement of General Beynolds betrays not merely confusion of 
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mind; it is repugnant to and demolishes his otliar statement that they then fixed 
on Browna Ferry aa the "point." He says: 

We idiUed one baUeri/ on the hiffh yromtrf en (lie north aide ofllie river und nearly oppo- 
mte a rebel battery on Lookout Mounlain. 

Here at last there is a x>oeitive etat«ment. It is coupled with no qualification or 
uncertainty. The party viaited a battery — one battery, not two; and it was on high 
ground — of course it was on the north side of the river — "and nearly opposite a 
rebel battery on Lookout Mountain." A Imttery, not at Browns Ferry, nor within 
2 miles of it, was the one they viaited; not the battery (i( Browns Ferry, hut 
human probability the battery at the point called " Browns Ferry " on 
Merrill map, the battery at the point opposite the rebel battery on Lookout Moun. 
tain, where, according to his testimony before the Committee on the Conduct of the 
War, General Roeecrans, as early as October, had contemplated throwing a bridge. 
The point where, on October 16, as well as October 4, he still held onto as the place 
to throw the bridge. 

The only knowledge I have of the statements of Major Bond is from the report oi 
General Duffieid. They are contained in a letter to General Boynton, dated Novem^ 
ber 7, 1895, wherein he says that "General Rosecrans, General Keynolds, General ' 
Smith, and himself started early in the morning of October 19 to make a reconnois- 
sance of the north bank of the river; that a careful examination of the river was 
made and a point knownas Browns Ferry was selected; that the entire day was thus 
spent, and it was just before dark when they returned to Chattanooga." 

In the absence of the entire letter, the above quotation from it leaves much to be 
desired. It states that General Smith "started" with the party. It does not say 
that he continued with it or joined in its examinations or conclusions. The only 
important statement in the letter is " that a careful examination of the river was 
mode and a point known as Browne Fen? was selected." For what it was selected, 
what the point actually selected was, whether it was the real Browns Ferry or the 
Browns Ferry of the Merrill map, whether Major Bond's knowledge on that subject 
was or was not clouded as that of both General Bosecrans and General Reynolds 
seem to have been, must be left to conjecture. When we consider the real mass of 
official and other evidence bearing upon the question before the board, really this 
single sentence and statement of Major Bond " that after a careful examination of 
the river a point known ae Browns Ferry waa aelected" does seem to he the slim- 
mest sort of testimony of any kind adduced in it all. 

And yet upon Major Bond's letter General Duffleld seems to rely more than upon 
anything else in reaching his conclusion. In introducing the letter he says Major 
Bond " recalls the occasion and atatea emphatically that General Eosecrana," etc. 

He goes on to eay; 

It seems to me very clear that theae letters and the atatement of General Smith 
only prove that both General Rosecrans and General Smith viaited the place where 
the bridge was afterwards thrown, but not at the same time. 

It remains to consider the statements of the report of General Thomas {O. R., vol. 
31, pt 1, p. 42). He says: 

Preliminary steps had already been taken to execute this vitallv imfwrtant move- 
ment before the command of the department devolved on me. Tte bridge which it 
was necessary to throw acroas the river at Browns Ferry to gain poaseasion of the 
northern end of Lookout Valley and open communication with Bridgeport by road 
and river waa nearly completed. 

On die 23d orders were sent to General Hooker to concentrate the Eleventh Corps 
and one division of the Twelfth at Bridgeport, informing him at the same time what 
hia force was expected to accomplish, and that a force from this place would coopei^ 
ate with him by eatablishing a bridge acrosa the river at Browns Ferry and seize the 
heigbta on the south or Lookout Valley side, thus givii^ him an open road to Chat- 
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What theee " preliminary etepe " were, which had already been made before Gen- 
eral Thomas relieved General Boeecrans of the command of the army, be does not 
state, except "the bridge which it waa necessary to throw across the river at Browns 
Ferry to gain posseasian of the northem end of Lookout Valley and open commoni- 
cation with Bridgeport by road and riverwas nearly completed." 

It would seem clear that in preparing his report General Thomas was actuated by 
his characteristic magnanimity and modesty in allowing to General Roeecrans as 
much and to himself as little credit in the premiHea as was possible. 

For example, as to the preparation of the bridge, compare the report of General 
Thomas with the dispatch of General Roeecrans to General Halleck of October 18, 
at 7.30 p.m.: 

Enemy in front Romor oE his moving a corps up as if to cross at WashingtOD. 
River at a stand. Our pontoon bridet; restored. Boats [for] a second under way. 
Roads horrid. Forage and animals failing. Great efforts makmg to supply deflciea- 
ciea. Rumored fighting of General Bamside's iXHnmand 60 miles north of Knox- 
ville. Weather unsettled. No news from Sherman. 

What did Roeecrans mean by "Boats for a eeeond under way?" This sentence 
follows the one "Our pontoon bridge restored." Did it mean a second bridge to 
cross the river at Chattanooga, or did it metm that the second bridge at Moccasin 
Point, or opposite the mouth of Lookout Creek? 

One thing it certainly could not mean, and that was for it to be nsed at Browne 
Ferry, for Browns Ferry was as yet in the womb of the unknown. General Rose- 
crans had as yet made no reconnoissance on the river, and had neither found the 
"place," or fised the "point," or "devised" the "plan" for a bridge at Browns 
Ferry. 

Bat apart from the bridge, and for whatever use it might be put to, what other 
"preliminary steps had already been taken before the command of the department 
devolved upon " General Thomas? 

This statement of General Thomas could only refer to orders from Rosecrana to 
Hooker. 

October 19, at 9 a. m., Hooker telegraphed to General Granger: 

Have just received orders from department headquarters to hold command in 
readiness to march at short notice. Yours will he the only troops left on the line 
when I leave. (O. R., vol. 30, pt. 4, p. 482.) 

But the last and only orders from Rosecrans to Hooker affecting his movements 
were those of October 17, 10 p. m. (Id., p. 446), above discussed, which said: 

If the enemy should attempt to cross the Tennessee in force above us, it will be 
necessary for your command to come up, etc. 

Theee orders looked to an abandonment of the effort to open the short line rather 
than to seize it. 

If General Thomas meant by "preliminary steps" the general idea of Rosecrans to 
regain the river at Lookout Valley and so unite with Hooker, then all will agree with 
him, and such, I respectfully submit, is the only reasonable construction to put upon 
his words. 

But I have left for the last what I submit is the strongest and the conclum.ve evi- 
dence in support of General Smith's contontion. 

General Rosecrans returned from his reconnoissance on the evening of the 19th to 
find himself relieved from the command of the Army of the Cumberland. At 6.20 
p. m. he telegraphs Colonel Townsend, assistant adjutant-general: 

General Orders, War Department, No. 337, by telegraph, just received. Will bo 
executed immediately. I leave to-morrow for Stevenson. 
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On October 18, at 10.40 a. m., General Halleck t«l^raphed 'General Bosecnma as 
toUowB (0. E., vol. 30, pt. 4, p. 455): 

Every available man haa been, sent to etaetyoa. Ah fast as cavalry cam be oi|^' 
ized and equipped it will be sent forward. But you already have more men and 
ankoalB than you can feed. It was for this reason that Sherman was directed to 
open a line on the Tenseesee River to Athens. .At last advices he had reached Bear 
Oreek, and would probably cross the river at Eastport or Florence. He has already 
drawn a lai^ force of the enemy against his line, thus effecting a divettdDn In yonr 
favor. Why give up to the enemy the passes of Lookout Mountain? Bt; holding 
them can you not cover your railroad and river communicationa with Bridgeport? 
Would it not be beet to regain them even at a heavy cost? 

This tel^ram arrived at headquarters on the 19th, at II a. m., and after General 
Rosecrans had left on his reconnoissance, and could not have been read by him 
before his return in the evenii^, and at the same time he received the order relievii^ 
him from the command. 

Here, then, was General Boeecmns's opportunity, in his reply to the telegram of 
General Halleck, tii inform his superior officer of the discovery he had that day 
made of Browns Ferry, and his plana for seizing it, by which the army could be 
extricated from its peril and his campaign he turned from threatened disaster into 
one of triomph. 

At 6.20 p. m. he telegraphed AdjutMit Townsend of hia surrendering his command. 
On October Iff, at 8 p. m., he sent to General Halleck the following answer {O. R., 
vol. 30, pt. 4, p. 477); 

Your dispatch of the 18th received. Sherman's movement will operate favorably, 
and the cavalry force will be timely. Lookout was given up temporarily because 
we could not then safely hold it 

It was isolated frwn ns by distance and the defile of Chatlanocwa Creek. We 
expect to retake it aa soon as we are prepared to hold it. That could be done only 
when the railroad being secured, the depots replenished, and Hooker'B transporta- 
tion provided. Without that he can not subsist in a suitable position. 

Here was General Rosecrans'^ unique and complete opportunity. His orders to 
relinquish his command alone would not have furnished it To them he could only 
bow, as he did in soldierly submission, giving no sign, making no excuse, announc- 
ing no infomlktion of an achievement, which would, if known to the Government 
in time, have led to his retention instead of his dismissal. It was the crisis of his 
life and his fame; it was the crisis of the life of his army and his country. For three 
dreadful weeks had the peril existed. One proposal or another looking lo the 
opening up of the river and the short line been made only to prove abortive. 

General Rosecrans's denials in his North American Review article of General 
Grant's atalements in the Century Magazine of the state of the army will not stand 
before the burning dispatehea of Mr, Dana, reenforced by those of General Meigs and 
General Garfield as to the condition of the Waldens Ridge route. 

Another week, or at most two weeks, and the army would have been no longer 
able to he supplied hy that route. Retreat would have been inevitable, a retreat 
where the artillery would have had to be abandoned, for there would have been no 
horses to draw it; and what would have been the fate of the army? 

From all this, if he had "devised the plan," as now contended, he had saved the 
army, himself, and his country. Because of this State of thii^s he had been held 
responsible; he had been relieved from hia command. Here was his opportunity to 
set himeelf right as to it all, for now he had saved all. His dispatch should he read 
in connection with that of Halleck's, to which it is in reply. 

Halleck aays: 

Everj- available man has been sent to assist you. Cavalry is being sent forward as 
fast as it can tie organized and equipped. Sherman is advancing, and hy drawing off 
a large force of Ihe enemy has already effected a diversion in your favor. 
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But more th&n all this and right to the point now in question: 

Why give up to the euemy the passee of Lookout Mountiuii? By holding them can 
uou not cover your railroad and river commwnuwh'o.-w with Bridgeporif Wovid il notbe 
beH to regain them even at a heam) coitf 

Now read the reply: 

Your dispatch of the 18th received. Sherman's movement will operate favorably 
and the cavalry force will be timely. 

Now cornea hia reason for giving up Lookout Mountain: 

Lookout was given up temporarilv because we could not then safely hold it. It 
was isolated from ua by distance and the defile of Chattanooga Creek. 

With that statement we are not concerned in this discussion, but now comes the 
deadly part of the dispatch. Halleck asks: 

Why give up to the enemy the passes ol 
can you not cover your railroad ana river ct 
it not be best to regain them even at a heavy cost? 

Why did not General Bosecrans reply, "All right; General Thomas can now r^ain 
the passes, which vriU cover our railroad and river communications with Bridgeport 
and at no heavy cost; indeed, at only -trifling coat I have made it easy for him, 
even it I did it only in tbe very hour you remove me from the command. Browns 
Ferry is the key to the problem and to my hitherto puzzle, and I have found it. It 
present it as my parting gift to him ai>d to you." 

Would the irony of history in any of ils thousand vicissitudes ever have presented 
an opportunity so striking, so dramatic? 

But such was not his reply. Of Browns Ferry, of the plan he had "devised," not 
one word, but instead we have the outline of an idea of operations, of a state of mind 
of General Eoseerans utterly at variance with a speedy regaining of the line to 
Bridgeport by seizing Browns Ferry. 

First. "We expect lo retake it twsoon (w vk are prepared to hold it." 

When Browns Ferry was seized, and simultaneously Hooker advanced, the passes 
of Lookout Valley were "held" in a vise which ever afterwards bid defiance to 
Bragg. 

Second. "That could be done only when the railroad being secured, the depots 
replenished, and Hooker's transportation provided." 

What railroad secured? He could have meant only the railroad from Bridgeport 
to Nashville. Cert;ainly not that from Bridgeport to Chattanoc^, unless Browns 
Perry were seized and held, without which being done it could not be held. 

But third. "Hooker's transportation must be provided." 

Of Browns Ferry, of regaining the passes and covering the communication, not one 

And if General did not make his claim then, if the defense be set up in such an 
hour when the doors of his true court and tribunal were wide open, is it now open 
for him or his friends to raise the question again, and that after another soldier had 
found the key, had unlocked the puzzle, had solved the problem which had defied 
the scrutiny and the best endeavors of General Eoseerans? 

For many years the honors of this great achievement were conceded on all hands 
to General Smith. I shall not add to the length, already too great, of this paper by 
quoting the general orders of General Thomas, of General Grant, and the dispatches 
or the letters of Mr. Dana, awarding, and with no one to dispute them, to General 
Smith the credit of devising the place for seizing Browns Ferry. But the board, 
withoQt my askii^ it, will ^ve full consideration to them in coming to their conclu- 
sion as to the historical correctness of the legend upon which they are called upon 
to pass. 

AnTHOHV HlGGlNS, 

Ofcouneel/or Gen. W. F. SinUh. 
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H&ADQDARTBRa, DBPABTKBKT OP THE EaST, 

Gotemorg Island, New York, January 11, 1901. 
Hon. Anthony Higqinb, 

834 Market etreet, WUmingUm, Del. 
Bear Sir; I incIoBeherewithcopyof the letter of the chairman of the Chickamauga 
and Chattanooga National Park Commiseion which you desired to have. Please 
advise me at your earliest convenience if you have any answer to make to this com- 
mnnication. 

I am, very respectfully, > 

John R. Brooke, Major-General. 



Wilmington, Del., Janiuiry IS, 1901. 
Gen. John B. Brooke, 

Department of the Eaet, Governor* leland, New York Oitr/. 
My Bear General: I have received your letter and General Boynton's article and 
will give it prompt attention, and will let you hear from me at an early date. 
Very truly, yours, 

Anthony Higoins. 

Hbadquartbbs, Bepartmbnt or the East, 
Governors Island, New York, January S5, 1901. 
Gen. Wiluam F. SiirrH, 

lOlS Clinton tireet, FkUadelphia, Pa. 
General: In reply to yours o£ the 21st instant, the board is of the opinion that 
having received your later letter and the brief of Mr. Hi^iins, it will hardly be nec- 
essary for you to appear before it, aa the board thinks it understands the subject now 
very thoroughly. The board has not received any oral evidence or argument from 
anyone except ex-Senator Higgins, and does not think that it is necessary for you to 
appear before it. 

I am, very respectfully, John R. Brooke, 

M^or-General. 

1013 Clinton Strkbt, 
PhUadelphia, January SI, 1901. 
Maj. Gen. John R. Brooke, 

United States Army. 
Beak General: On your first notification of the meeting of the board to examine 
into the question of my appeal to the Secretary of War with reference to the legend on 
an atlas of the Chickamauga National Park Commission, I had intended to appear 
before you, but was too ill to travel. Mr. H^gins, I think, to-day mailed his reply 
and I sent a short paper. 

It has come to me that justice to the board and to myself should make offer a 
request t« appear before you before you close your sittings, and I therefore beg to say 
that if you will give me notice I will present myself before you to explain any poinle 
or answer any questions you may desire to ask. 

Yours, respectfully, Wh. F. Smith. 

1013 Clinton Stkbet, 
Philadelphia, January 24, 1901. 
Bear General Gillespie: I wrote to General Brooke three days since, asking to 
be allowed to appear before your board. As I tiave not heard from him, I fear he 
may be absent or not have received my letter. As the opposition have "darkened 
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coonBel with words," I think a personal hearing may make a simple matter out o£ 
what now seems a mass of verbiage. 

It you will kindly lend your aid to my request, 1 shall be greatly obliged to you. 

I can leave here at 0.20 a. m. and can arrive at Governors Island or elsewhere 
about noon. If that hour does not suit the board, I canleavS here tu spend the 
night in New York and he at the island by 10 o'clock. That will require a day's 
notice in advance. May I trouble you to have someone send me a card of the 
departures of the boat from New York for the island? 
Yours, sincerely, 

Wm. F. Smith. 



Wilmington, Del., January SI, 1901. 
To Maj. Gen. John R. Brooee, Col. Gbobqc L. Gillespie, Lieut. Col. Michael V. 
Sheridan. 
GBNTI.GMEN I I learned from my connsel that there was some uncertainty among the 
members of the board as to what precisely was the question I bad raised in my 
appeal to the Secretary of War, dated March, 1900. The preface to that relates that 
the It^nd in the atlas of the Chickamai^ Park Commission states that " on the 
27th of October the river line of the communication with Bridgeport was opened 
by the execution of a plan tor recovering Lookout Valley, devised by General Bose- 

I stated that the legend wae not true. , 

That is the contention in a nut shell. 

To my counsel I leave the answer to the ailment and statements {not evidence) 
submitted by the president of the Chickamauga Natdonal Park Commission, but I 
ask the privilege of submitting a few remarks in my own name on the question. 

On the 18th of October Kosecrans advises Hooker that a "steamboat must be got 
reedy, so that we can fre^ht to Shellmound and thus shorten our wagon transpor- 
tation. This will require us to hold both sides of the river and fortify, but make our 
depot on this side." 

That means, first, freighting to Shellmound " to shorten our wagon transporta- 
tion;" that is, tlje wagon transportation from Shellmound to Chattanooga. By 
what route? Certainly not on the south side of the river, tor we owned no roads 
there. Will the board kindly measure the rout« from Shellmound to Chattanooga 
on the north side of the river? Why did not Rosecrans expect to use the roads 
on the south side for his wagon transportation? Because he was to fortify there on 
both sides of the river and make a depot there. Would any military man say that 
fortifications and a depot at Shellmound could be of any service if he expected to 
use the roads on the south side of the river? 

When, then, he gave those instructions, on the 18th of October, it is simply impos- 
sible that he intended at that time to capture Lookout Valley. 

There is one more point to notice. 

The record gives the last order from Rosecrans to Hooker having any reference to 
concentration as of date of October IT, 10 p. m. It is asserted that another order 
from Rosecrans was dated October 19, which called for immediate concentration. 

Rosecrans left Chattanooga sharply at 8 o'clock on his reconnoissance. It that be 
the case, something happened in the night to drive out the plan of the 18th with ref- 
erence to fortifying Shellmound, and it was before 8 o'clock in the morning of the 
19th. Hooker's tel^ram to Granger of October 19, 9 a. m., is given as proof of such 

An order leaving Chattanooga on the morning of the 19th before 8 o'clock would 
hardly have reached Hooker in pereon to have been the subject of a telegram from 
Hooker to Grni^r by 9 a. m. It is, besides, extraordinary that such an order should 
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have, apparently, been the only one misung from the files of both Roeecnns and 
Hooker's headquarters. The board can not, I think, accept the existence at any 
time of aoch an order. 

On the 16th, the day before the iseuance of the order of October 17, 10 p. m., Mr. 
Dana states that the telegraph line was broken between Bridgeport and Chattanooga, 
and under those conditions the order of the 17th, 10 p. m., would hardly have 
reached Hooker in person before a late hour of the ISth or the morning of the 19th. 

Having discussed Hooker's projected movement to Shellmound and the topo- 
graphical order of the 19th, I will end this paper. It may be that the paper to be 
sobmitted by Mr. Higgins may include these points, in which case I will ask the 
board to excuBe the repetition. 

Very respectfully, Wm. F. Smith. 



Wilmington, Del., January S^, 1901. 
Maj. Gen. John B. Bbooes, 

GovermrB Jsland,tKn} York (%, JV. Y. 
Dbab Sir: I herewith return you General Boynton's paper and one which I b^ 
to submit to the board in reply to it; also a short letter from General Smith, himself, 
upon the same Bubject. 

If General Boynton's paper, herewith inclosed, is not the original paper, but is a 
copy thereof which you intended for my use, I would be very much obliged it you 
would remtul it to me. 

Very truly, yoitts, Anthony Higgins. 



HEAnauABTEBS, Dbpaktment of the East, 
Oovemore leland, New York, Jarmary S4, 1901. 
Hon, Anthoky Higgins, 

8Si Marktt elreet, WUmingUm, Del. 
Dbas Sir: The copy of General Boynton's paper sent to you is marked "copy," 
and is intended for you it you desire it> According to your request of the 22d instant 
I herewith return it. 

I am, very truly, youre, John R. Brooke, 



ADDTnOITAL BTATSMBITr 0? COWBEL mOOIITfl. 

Wilmington, Del., January SS, 1901. 
Gen. John R. Brooke, 

Chairman, etc., Governors Mand, A'cw York. 

General: 1 r^ret that, not having the paper ot General Boynton at the time I 
prepared my communication already submitted to your board, I am compelled to 
trouble you with some further observations that seem to me to be called for by its 
statements. In doing this I will endeavor as far as possible to avoid repeating what 
is contained in my previous paper. 

As there seemed to be some uncertainty on the part ot the board when 1 met them, 
and also some confusion on the part of General Boynton, as to just what the conten- 
tion of General Smith is, I will restate it. His objection is to the correctness of the 
legend in question for Map No. 6, which is as follows: 

At dayl^ht of October 27 the river line of communication with Bridgeport was 
opened by the execution of a plan for recovering Lookout "Valley devised by General 
Bosecrans, approved by General Thomas, and ordered executed by General Grant, 
under the immediate command ot Brig, Gen. W. P. Smith. 
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Geaeral Smith contends that the plan approved by General Thomae and executed 
by General Smith waa not devised by General Roeecrana. 

As I before stated, General Smith concedes fully that General Itoeecrans fully 
realized the importance of recovering the abort line from Bndgeport to Chattanooga; 
that he ordered the foicea of General Hooker to Bridgeport with the view of accom- 
pliahing that result, but that he never worked out the scheme or gave any orders by 
which it could be accompliabed; that the orders he did ^ve never looked to its 
accompliflhment, and that at Che moment of his removal from hia command hie tele- 
gram of explanation to General Halleck demonatratea that he even then did not con- 
template itaacoomplishment, although he had then returned from bis recoonoiasance 
to Williams Island, when, if ever, he could first perceive the vital importance to tho 
plan of seizing and brid^^ng Browns Ferry in connection with a sinaUtane<mi advance 
of Hooker's force. 

It muBt further and all the time be home in mind that the plan approved by 
General Thomaa and which General Smith claims was devised by him waa the 
advance of Hooker aimultaneously with the seizure of Browns Ferry, and that the 
preceding orders of General Bosecrana of Octolier 12 to General Hooker to advance 
to Shellmound and Whitesidea looked only to the ahortening of the route over 
Waldena ri<^ by seizing and holding Shellmound, and not an advance into Iiookout 
Valley, and that had the movement thus ordered on the 12th of October been made 
by attracting the attention of the enemy to the point it might, and in all probability 
would, have led to their occnpyiog Lookout Valley iu force ao as t« preclude the 
posaibility of our auccessfuUy seizing Brown's Ferry and uniUng therefrom with 
Hooker's army, which was vital to the success of the "plan.", 

It is true that General Rosecrans, in his second dispatch of the I2th of October to 
General Hooker (0. R., vol. 30, pt. 4, p. 322) as to the advance of the latter to Shell- 
mound and Whitesidea, says of the movement: "TheobjectistogetpoeeesBionof the 
line of the river up to this place. ' ' But the orders of the 12th could not have effectu- 
ated that result. There were no pontoons constructed at that time to throw a bridge 
at Browns Ferry; no orders were issued by General Eosecrans for the seizing of 
Browns Ferry simultaiieouely with Hooker's advance, and the order waa tor Hooker 
to advance on the foUowii^ day, the I3th, aa appears by General Rosecrana's first 
diapatch of the 12th; 

Can you have ready a column of one division, to move up to Shellmound and push 
an advance brigade to Whitesides,' to atari by daylight m llie momingf (Ibid. ) 

Moreover, the column waa t« consist of but a sii^le division, and with no bridge 
at Browns Ferry, and therefore with no possibility of connection with and support 
by the Army of the Cumberland, a single division, had it advanced into Lookout 
Valley, could not have withstood the attack it waa opened to from Braj^'s entire 
army; and, indeed, it would seem to be in no alight danger even at Whitesides or 
Shellmound. 

Clearly the orders of General Rosecrans to Hooker of the 12th did not constitute 
the plan by which Browns Ferry was seized and Lookout Valley and the short line 
recovered. 

Certain it is we hear no more in hia orders or djapatches from General Rosecrans 
lookii^ to snch an advance, and further thought seems to have led him to seek to 
make use of Shellmound in another way, for in his order to Hooker of the 18th 
(ibid., 467) he saysr 

It will be necessary to make extraordinary efforts to get the road passable from 
Bridgeport to Jasper; also to have rations thrown into Stevenson asLrapidly as poam- 
ble. It will require almost superhuman efforts to sustain us here. 

'Italics throughout by Mr. Higgina. 
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'^hat steamboat mn^ be got ready go that we am fre^ht toShellmound.and thns 
shorten our wagon tnmsportation. This will require us to hold both sides of the 
river and fortify, but make onr depot on thie aide. I must confide the pushiog ap of 
the repairs to uie wagon roada and seeing that our supplies are brought forward to 
yonr care, ae Uie remotenees-otour position and the neceaeitj of the active authori^ 
and intervention of the officers of high rank are abeolutel; neceswi^ tothe preserva- 
tion of our Army. 

So Bhellmound was to be fortified, and this, together with the employment of the 
atesmboat, utUizedinabortaning the Waldems.Bidge route. The neoeenty of supplies 
was now growing desperate. No word appears of Hooker's advance to Looliout Val- 
ley, while the scheme of the 12th, too,, seams to hav« beea definitely abandoned. 

As showing " the connection of General Bosecrans with the reopening of the river 
by way of. Browns Feny and Lookout Valley," General Boynton quotee from the 
report of General Whitoker (0. £., vol. 30, pt 3, p. 828} as follows; 

The Ninety-sixth Illinois Volunteeis, and the E^hty-fourth Indiana and Tenbb 
Indiana Battery, Fortieth Ohio Volunteers, and one section Eighteenth Ohio Bat- 
tery are directly opposite the base of Lookout Mountain protecting the ferry. The 
One hundred and fifteenth Illinois Volunteers, one section of the Eighteenth Ohio 
Battery at Btowns Ferry, about 3 miles below the position of Colonel Champion, 

imd' adds: 

This is held by this commission todispose ofGeneralSmith'econtention, presented 
aC length in- his pamphlbt furnirfied this commission (pp. 2*, 25), that General Eoee- 
CTaasihadno knowla^ of the real Browns Ferry, bntsnppoisod it to be at the mo^th 
of Lookout Creek, Smiles, below [misquotAtion — -'below should be "above"], and 
opposite Moccasin Point. 

I xespeotinlly sidimit tliBt tliis repent of. General Whitaker shows there was a ferry 
"diieotLyoppoaitB^the baee'oiLookoutMoimtaiQ;" that this feny was 3 miles above 
Bmiwisi F»ry, anditJiat it was.tO'tfais-feny Genwal. Bosecrans referred in his testi- 
mony before the Committee on the Conduct of the War, quotedby Geneml Boynton 
(aad^abK-by GsBiertd'BlBith^a pemi^lel; p< 22), wheoebesays: 

As early as the 4th of October, fourteen days after the battle, t called the attention 
of General Thomas and General Garfield to- the map of Cbattanoi^i and vicinity, 
Bad, pointing out to them the positions, stated that as toon as I could possibly get 
the bridge materials tor the purpose I would take possession of. Lookout Valley 
opposite Uie passage over the eitremity ot the mountain and fortify it, thus com- 
(iletely oovaring the road from. thereto Bridgeport on the south side, as well as the 
river, and giving us practical possession and. use of both^ as well as of Lookout Val- 
ley; because, by means of a fortified t^te-de-pont, after our fortifioations at ChattA.- 
noogawere completed, wecouldeasilyconcentrate our whole force to fight the enemy 
if he entered Lookont Valley, and that within two hours' march, while he could not 
approach us in force with artillery without making a circuit over I^ookout Mountain 
by way of Fricks and Stevens Gap, 26 miles southeast, wbiah'WouR take two or 
three days. 

The, point in Zootoul roHei/ which General fiosecians here says he told General 
Thomas and General Giarfleld, on October 4, he would "take possession of as soon 
asheoould-posBihlyget the bridge materials for the purpose," he says was "qppogiu 
the paaage over the extremity of tfu nwunlain." 

General Whitaker in his report says his infantry (brigade) and Ohio battery "are 
directly opposite the base of the mountain protecting the ferry." 

The board will find further references to this ferry by General Whitaker in several 
rsports of 8ept«mber 24 (ibid., pp. 827, 826, 829), tuid also to tiie/erryboai belonging 
to the teiry, which leae first captured by the rebels and afterwards recaptured from 
them. 

Whether General Rosecrans actually contemplated throwing a bridge at that point 
will never be known. It is rather to be infenred from, its beii^ a ferry nearest tb' 
point in Lookout Valley he intended to seisse. 
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On the other hand, it apparently was impracticable for a bridge became com- 
□mnded by the rebel batteriea on Lookout Mountain. 

But CieDeral Whitaker'B reports can not be used as evidence to show that Crenera) 
Bosecrans conteioplated Browns Feny as a place for a bridge; and the further state- 
ment ic his testimony — 

On the 19th of October I examined the river and selected a point for the croesing 
of the bridge at the ferry to connect Hooker's with the forces at Chattanooga — 

is conclusive that he had not determined, even if there was any evidence to dhow 
that be had considered the matter before. Certainly there is no e\-idence to show- 
that he had visited the Bpot or made any reconnoissance of the river before the 19Ch 
of October. 

(ieneral Boynton calls attention to the following tel^rams of Mr. Dana to Secre- 
tary Stanton as indicating General Roeecrans's preparations for meeting General 
Hooker's forces in Lookout Valley: 

SepUmberge (O. R., vol. 30, pt. 1, p. 201); 

Rosecrans-is about to lay a bndge acroes the Tennessee at mouth of Lookout Creek, 
BO that he can operate from here to that valley without crosaii^r the mount^n. 

September g9 (0. R., vol. 30, pt. 1, p. 203) : 

Hooker will be first Btationed at Waahatchie, in Lookout Valley, at the jonction 
of the Chattanoi^a and Trenton and MemphiB and Charleston rtulroads. 

It is to be observed that while these telegrams show that Cieneral Roeecrane thus 
conceived the idea of the cooperation in the opening of the Lookout Valley route of 
the forces of General Hooker with the Army of the Cumberland, yet General Rose- 
crans never gave any orders to carry such plan with effect 

General Boynton relies upon the following order from General Roaecrans to Gen- 
eral Hooker of October 1 (0. R, vol. 30, pt. 4, p. 25) as being in furtherance of such 
plan: "Put down a pontoon bridge and make immediate preparatjon for croseing 
your command at that point" 

Other dispatches of Mr. Dana niight have been quoted to show that General Boee- 
crans contemplated the opening of the short line: 

October 4 (O. R., vol. 30, pt. 1, p. 207) : 

Engineera are now engaged upon the pontoon bridge to cross the TennesBee at 
moutn of Lookout Creek. 

October 14 (ibid., p. 216): 

The necessity of opening the river being thus imperative, Genera! Roeecrans has 
ordered Hooketrto concentrate hia troops preparatory to seizing the passes of Raccoon 
Mountain and occupying Shellmound and, i/poatiHe, Lookout VaUeg. 

This refers doubtless to the orders to Hooker of the 12th, which I have already 
discussed. 

October le, IS m. (ibid., 218): 

Nothing can prevent the retreat of the army from thie place witbin a fortn^ht, 
and with a vast loss of public property and possibly of life, escept the opening of the 
river. General Hooker has been ordered to prepare for this, but Rosecrans thinks 
be can not move till his transportation arrives torn Nashville, from which place it 
marched on the 8th. It should have been in Bridgeport on the 14th, but is not yet 
reported. The telegraph between there and here is broken, however, and it now 
requires ten or twelve hours for carriers to make the distance. 

October 16, 4 p. m. (ibid., 219) : 

I have just had a full conversation with General Rosecrans upon the situation. 

He says the possession of the river as far up as the head of Williams Island at least 

is a sine qua Tuin to the holding of Chattanooga, but that it is impossible for him to 

make any movement toward gaining such possession until General Hooker's troops 

are concentrated and his transportation gets up. Hooker's troops are now scattered 

- the line ot the railroad and can not be got tt^ther before next Wednesday. 

■one must all have arrived by that time, and it the enemy doee not interfere 

le movement upon Raccoon Mountain and Lookout Valley tdxj then be 
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attempted. Bosecrana, however, expects that as eoon as the weather will allow, the 
enemy will cross the river in force on oar left, and then it will be necessair for 
us to fieht a battle or else 1o retreat from here and attempt to hold the line of the 

Cumberland Mountains. 

I will say frankly to the board that, in my opinion, theee dispatches ot Mr. Dana 
above quoted make up the strongest features of the case for General Boeecrans. 

They manifest that he was lost without the opening of the Lookout Valley line, 
and that farther delay was dangerous, if not fatal. 

His idea included both the movement of Hooker to Wanbatcbie and a bridge at 
I.ookout Valley, and this was his view as early as the first dispatch of September 26 
and as late as that of October 16. But conceding all that, it still leaves his plan 
detective. It was not the plan by which Browns Ferry waa seized. Hooker's force 
brought up, the two armies united, and the Army of the Cumberland saved. 

These dispatches, as well as the orders of October 1, 12, and IT, indicate action and 
movement by Hooker without any reference whatever to a simultaneous seizure and 
brid^g of Browne Ferry. September 29 Hooker's objective was to be Shellmound. 
October 1 be was merely to cross the river at Bridgeport October 12 be was to go 
certainly to Shellmound and to Whiteeides and, if possible. Lookout Valley. On 
the 16th it wa8 Williams Island which was the "«tn« ipia turn to the holding of 
Chattanooga," but not Browns Ferry. 

No word appears in these dispatches of Mr. Dana that the advance of Hooker and 
the bridging of the Tennessee at Lookout Valley were dependent on one another. 
Nothing of the kind appears in the orders of October 1, 4, 12, 17, or 18. 

I will not cumber this paper by here requoting these orders nor with repeating the 
presentation of the military fact that either movement, if made disjointly and by 
itself, would, through attracting Bragg in force into Lookout Valley, have hopeleeely 
defeated the achievement. 

The pinch of the lack of any order or orders from General Bosecrans by which the 
Browns Ferry movement was planned seems to be felt by General Boynton, and so 
we have introduced certain testimony by General Butterfield, General Wilder, Gen- 
eral Garfield, General Beynolds, Colonel MacKay, Major Bond, Captain Margedont, 
and others; also the speech of General Rosecrans at the banquet of the Society of the 
Army of the Cumberland December 15, 1869; the remarks made by way of interrup- 
tion of General Roeeerans by Generals Grai^r and Sheridan, beaides the report of 
General Thomas in lS6t) to the Committee on the Conduct of the War, and the teeti- 
mony of General Rosecrans before the same committee on April 22, 1S66. 

I assume it will not be disputed that all such testimony given by witneasea years 
after the happening of the events will be received with the largest measure of 
allowance. 

In no case can they be permitted to contradict the official record of dispatehee anA 
orders. Where they are the evidence recorded by the witnesses at the time of the 
transactions, as, for example, the diary of Captain Fox as to the fact that 1,000 feet 
of bridging was ready at the date of seizing Browns Ferry and that 900 feet only was 
needed, and also the personal letters of General Smith to his home as to the facte 
and drcumstancee of the Browns Ferry movement, each a private record, made at 
the time and before this dispute was mooted, will be second only, if at all, to the offi- 
rial record as authentic evidence of the facts therein stated. 

It is casting no imputation upon the veracity of gentlemen that under such condi- 
tions they are subject to the infirmities of human memory. 

The unreliability of testimony of this character is made especially manifest by the 
letter of General Butterfield, which is sought to be used to eke out the following dis- 
patch of General Hooker to Brig. Cien. R. S. Granger, then at Nashville (O. B., vol. 
30, pt. 4, p. 482) : 
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!DiipatGbi received. Have just received orders from department beadquartere to 
hold my command in readiness to march at abort notice. Yours will be the only 
troo|^ left on the line-when. I leave; therefore I c&n.not leave them. Confer witit 
General Roeecrans on the subject. 

The attempt is by this dispatch to show that the "orders just received from depart- 
ment headquarters" wer; orders from General Kosecrans. As no such orders appear 
of record, it must be claimed that they were lost or left out of the record by some 
mistake. Of course such a. claim is a mere assumption, and nnless otherwise estab- 
lished must be held by the board as bdng contrary to the fact. 

The orders in question can only be those of the 17th, 10 p. m. (ibid., p, 446), a 
part of which I here reproduce: 

If the enemy should attempt to cross the Tennessee in force above us, it will be 
necessary for your command to come up. The general commanding directs you to 
make such preliminarj- preparationB ae will enable you to move promptly and effectu- 
ally. To this end the Twelfth Corps ought to be as far down as is consistent with 
the protection of the exposed points of the railroad. 

Beliance is doubtless placed upon the words of Hooker to Grai^^, "have just 
received orders from department beadqoarters," etc, to show that the dispatch had 
been sent that day, the 19th, or at most on the I8th, the day preceding. 

But the dispatch of Hooker to Granger of the ISth was dated at 9 a. m. That of 
Cieneral Kosecrans to General Hooker of the 17tb was dated at 10 p. m, Now, Mr. 
Dana, in his first dispatch of the 15lh, at 12 m., to Mr. Stanton (O. E., vol. 30, pb. 1, 
p. 21S), says of certain information espected from Hooker: 

It shoold have been in Bridgeport on the 14th, but is not yet reported. The tele- 
graph between there and here [Chattanooga] is broken, however, and it now requires 
ten to twelve boaiu tor carriera to m^e toe distance. 

And this he gives as a probable esplaoation' of the nonreceipt of informatioii two 
days old. 

And j'et it is sought to fill this gap uid bottreee this theory by a statement from 
General. Butterfleld^ nearly forty years later, that "by General Hooker's orders and 
through telegraphic agreement with Genera] Sosecrans I left Stevenson for Chatta- 
nooga and a oonference and agreement with General Rosecrans as to our proposed 
march to the relief of the situation at Chattanooga with our forces. " 

Here is an attempt, after this lapse of time, to prove the existence of one lost order 
by furtherproof by wordof monthof tbeexistenceof aaecond lost order, both ordere 
being from the commander of the army and of the highest cbaraoter of importance. 

But General Hooker's dispaleh to General Grangw was dated on the l9Ui, at 9 a. m. 
On that morning General Bosecrans left upon his recomioissaace. The alleged dis- 
patch could only have been sent, according to the theory, on the 18tb. But why 
would Rosecrans give Hooker, on the 18th, orders toconcentrate and move moi« peiv- 
emptory than those of the 17th, when he had not yet, by vi^ting Browns Ferry, made 
np his mind where and when to throw a bridgi; there? 

Moreover, is General Bntterfield now advancing a theory that after all it was he 
and General Hooker who had worked out the scheme for the relief of the Anny of 
the GumberlMid; that somehow General Roseorens devised tbisand' had asked Hooker 
to send up Butterfield to help work it out? If that be trae, what beeomee of th» 
dispatches of Mr. Dana? 

Further, how does thislate-bom theory of General Butterfield comport with the 
dispatches of Mki Dana? 

Chattanoooa, OatoberSS—lla. m. 

I am going to Bridgeport lo observe General Hooker's movement to Raccoon 
Momitaiu, in which he has so far manifested a aurpriane mireadiness. (O. B., vol. 
31, pt,l,,p.70O 

Bridgefobt, Odober-sy-^-SO a. m. 

Troops are now jnst moving out.for Shellmound and Raccoon Mountain. No evi- 
'e to show that the rebels will oppose the undertaking. Hooker came here from 
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Steranson last taght. He is in an unfoHunate state of taind for bae who Itaa'to 
eoopei4te — fatilt-midii^, critiinBing, dlasatiefied. No donbtthe chaoe of Boaecnms's 
adminktration is as bad aa he deecribee, bat he is quite as tnicalent toVaid 'liie pl^ 
be is now to esecnt« as toward the impoteitce and confusion of tbe old i^une. 
(Ibid, p. 72.) 

The speech of Greneral Boseciana at Indianapolis in 1869 adds nothing that I can 
perceive to this discussion. That he bad " directed other pontoons to be conatmcted 
by which we could throw a bridge acroea the Tennessee below the month of Lookout 
Greek, on which to march and take poBseeaion of Lookout Valley," is not disputed, 
except BO far as be had, at the timeheordered the pontoons, fixed i^mu a point 6efoic 
Lookout Creek as the place to throw the bridge. 

This stalement by Cleneiri Boeecrana is not cdnaistent With the later dtterance in 
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He doee not say where he located the point to throw the bridge. 

He doee not say that on either the day before or on the 19th, before he started on 
his reconnoiaeance, he sent freeh orders to Hooker for any cooperation with some 
movement that might grow out of his reconnoiaeance. Nor is it improbable that ' 
General Roeecrans, as he says, consulted with the conunaados of his wmy corps or 
fidth General Sheridan as to his plans. General Granger says: 

I remember the night of the discussion in General Sheridan's tent about crossing 
that river, and when we would cross it, aud where, and how, and what was neceesary 
to cross it with. 

General Granger doee not state that any plan was concluded upon, or what the 
plan was, or the place of crossing, or at what date the diBCoBsion took place. 

All bis indefiniteness the board must supply from the full and ample dispatches of 
Mr. Dana, recorded at the time, from whom nothing could or would have been with* 
teld by General Rosecrans that he would confide to his corps conunanders. 

For further evidence that General Rosecrans, before being relieved of the command, 
gave sach an order to General Hooker, reliance is placed upon the clause in the order 
of General Thomas in taking command of the Army of the Cumberland (O. R., vol. 
30, pt. 4, p. 485) , issued at 11 p. m. of October 19, as follows: 

He desiree that yon will use all possible dispatch in concentrating yoAU: command 
and in preparing to move in accordance with the instructions of General Roeecrans, 
leaving proper railroad guards. 

And also to the following statement, appendea by General Thomas to the above 
order, in the report he made in 186fl to the Committee on the Conduct of the 'Wax: 
The instmctions referred to above were to concentrate as much of his command at 
Bric^port as he could safely spare from guarding the railroad between that point 
and Nashville, and to hold hunsclf in readmess to move at any moment toward Chat- 
tanooga for the purpose of opening communication with that place by river and by 
tail. Before he was relieved in command of the department of the Cumberland, 
General Rosecrans and hia chief engineer, Briff. Gen. W. F. Smith, had consulted 
together as to means of relieving the army at Chattanooga from the perilous condi- 
tion it was in, OHing to tlie great difilculty of obtaining supplies, ana had partially 
planned the movement, whiwi was left to me to be completed when I assumed com- 
mand, namely, to open a short line of supplies from Bri^eport. 

As to both this order and statement of General Thomas I beg to renew the points 
made by Creneral Smith in his reply to the paper of General Duffield. 

Taking the last part of his statement up first, General Thomas could not speak of 
his own knowledge of what passed between two other people — General Rosecnma and 
General Smith — unle«8 it occurred in bis presence, which is not contended. He was 
writing his recollections, three years after they happened, of events that took place 
l)rior to bis taking the command. It is probable in this statement he gave his mere 



V, Cookie 



198 

IS they Temained after the lapse of thr«e years. It ia improbable that 
he could have named his infonnant, or that he even made it on hearsay. He prob- 
ably was not thinking of bow this mifiht aSect General Smith. He was merely 
manifesting toward General Roeecrane a characteristic magnanimity. (See General 
Smith's remarks quoted by General Boyntoo, page 9. [I^ge 30 of this reprint]) 

But, second, aiterquoting his order of the IStb to General Hooker, General Thonoos 
says (to repeat) : 

The instruction referred to in the above were to concentrate as much of his com- 
mand at Bridgeiwrt as he could safely spare from guarding the railroad between that 
Mint and Nashville, and to hold himself in readiness to move at any moment toward 
Chattanoi^for the purpose of opening communication with Uiat place by river and 
by rail. Before he was relieved m command of the Department ot the Cumberland, 
Gteneral Rosecrans and his chief engineer, Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith, had consulted 
together as to means of relieving the army at Chattanooga from the perilous condi- 
tion it was in, owing to the great difficulty of obtaining supplies, and had partially 
planned the movement, which was left to me to be completed when I asstuned com- 
mand, namely, to open a short line of supplies from Bridgeport. 

I contend that the constructions here referred to by General Thomas are, and can 
be, no other than those of the 17th instant, which looked two waya 

If the enemy should attempt to cross the Tennessee in force above us it will be 
necessary for your force to come up. 
The general commanding directs you t 

. . "^uall, __ ___.. 

■e promptly and efiectually. 

I repeat here the reasons why no order to "i 
General Rosecrans to General Hooker on the 18th o 

First. There is no such order of record. 

Second. Nothing appears in the record, nor has any reason been advanced to show 
that General Rosecrans sent such orders on the 19th, la the early morning, before he 
started on his recounoissance. Of course he did not on his return when he found 
himself relieved of the command. 

Third. Hia dispatch to Hooker of the 18th, of record, precludes the idea of his 
sending any other, inconsistent, variant, or even supplemental. Its directions were: 

(1) To "make feasable" the road from Bridgeport to Jasper. 

f2) To throw rations into Stevenson. 

(3) To shorten wagon transportation by bridging, by steamboat, to Shellmound. 

(4) " This will require us to hold both lidet of the river [at Shellmound] nnd fortify; 
but make our depot on this side." 

Clearly the seizing and fortifyii^ Shellmound on the 18th, thus moving into Look- 
out Valley and arousing Bra^ from his slumber, does not imply a sch^ne at the 
same time tor the seizure of Browns Ferry with the simultaneous advance of Hooker, 
let alone an order on the same day looking to such an alteration. 

(5) " It will require almost superhuman eflorts to sustain us here." Not by the 
short line, not by Browns Ferry, but by Jasper, throi^h Shellmound, by the Wal- 
dens Ridge route, and through shortening it. How can the mere impressions, even 
of General Thomas, three years later, stand against the weight of the records of this 
official dispatch? 

(6) " If Sherman comes in from Huntsville the general commanding wiU be able 
to concentrate and move your entire strength according to circumstances. We must 
have the river, and that soon." Here it would seem that any move to " have the 
river " was dependent on Sherman's arrival. 

Where in this dispatch of the 18th to Hooker ia there anything to admit that on 
the tame day he sent Hooker another order ' ' to concentrate and hold himself in readi- 
>^es8 to move at any moment toward Chattanooga for the purpose of opening 
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communication with that place by river and tail," as Genet^ Xhomaa says in his 
"statement?" 

Foorth. Where is there any evidraice to corroborate the theory of euchaloet order 
t6 Hooker on th« ISth in the disptUch of tJiat date of General Roeecrans to General 
Halleck? (O. R., Vol. 30, pt. 4, p. 476) or, 

THOi. Inbiedispatchof theldthtoGeneralHalleck(ibid.^477,478),l)othwhich 
I have folly discoBsed in my former paper, except in the latter as to one point. Gen- 
eral Halleck on the 18th aaks (ibid., 465): 

Why give up to the enemy the passes of Lookout Mountain? By holding them can 
you not cover your railroad and river communicatione with Bri»lgeportT Would it 
not be best to regain them, even at a heavy loss? 

To which General Boeecrans on the 19th replied: 

We expect to retake it as soon aa we are prepared to hold it. That could be done 
only upon the railroad being secured, the depots replenished, and Hooker'g ironspOT- 
lation provided. Without thai we can not mt&ngl in a taitaiU position. 

This dispatch undoubtedly was General Boeecrana's military reaeon why the 
movement urged by General Halleck to reopen the short line could not then be 
made. But, 

First. How can this state of General Eosecrans's mind be reconciled with tlie 
theory that on the day before, the 18th, he had sent this alleged lost order to 
General Hooker, looking to an immediate movement to recover the Lookout Valley 
line? 

Second. I would call the attention of the board to the order of General Bosecrans 
to General Hooker on the 12th (0. R., Vol. 30, pt. 4, p. 322), asking if he can movea 
division to Shellmound and push a brigade to Whitemdee, when he says: "They can 
take ten days' rations in haversack and knapsack." Also, to the following estisct 
from the order of General Thomas to General Hooker of October 24 (O. B., Vol. 31, 
pt. 1, pp. 43, 44), being the specific order for the advance to cooperate with the 
seizure of Browne Ferry: 

If you can do eo, it is better not to move wagone to the iouih aide of (fte river at preterit. 
You will, however, exercise your judgment on this point. Report by telegraph 
when you are ready. We will cooperate at Browns Ferry, as well as at Banlune 
Fen^;. The object of this movement IB to hold the road and to giun possession of 
the river as far ae Browns Ferry. 

Also, to the order of General Hooker to General Geary of October 25 (ibid., 46): 
"Hold your command in readiness to march at 12 m. to-morrow. We march with 
three days' rations without wagons. ' ' 

Bo it would eeem that on the 12th General Boeecrans did not consider Hooker's 
transportation indispensable to the movement. Neither did General Thomas, while 
in fact it was made with only three days' rations and without wagons. 

These dispatches are cited to show how improbable is the theory of a lost order 
from General Bosecrans to General Hooker of the IStJi for an immediate movement 
to open the Lookout Valley line, or, as indicated in th^ statement of General Thomas. 

I would further call the attention of tbe board to the specific character in the 
orders for the movement of General Thomas of the 24th that the march of Hooker 
was in cooperation with the seizing of Brown's Ferry. 

It is further shown in the order of General Thomas to General Hooker of October 
26 (ibid., p. 47): 

Your telegram of 10 p. m. last night received. Commence the movement to-morrow 
morning, S7th, and open and secure the railroad and wagon road from Bridgeport to 
Banking Ferry, and thence as far toward Chattanoo^ as you can. GenerM Palmer 
will cooperate with you at Rankins Ferry. We will cross a cooperating force at 
Browns Ferry and take poeeeeeion of the eoatb bank there. 
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And »Im) el Om nme date (ibid.). 

Except in the moet genera) way, aa I have before submitted, the dtipotcbes of 
.Qenenl BoBecfane show no eridenoe of a diepatoli and former plan of xxxiperBtion. 
Nothing of tbe kind appesni 18 ooiaing<from him on the lath or IMh. 

Gen^iil Smith's plan doee appear in the Above orden of General *rhDtnae to>GeB- 
eml Booker of the afli and Sfttb, orders based upon the vital qoalltj' of coopenction 
between the farce af Hooker and thoae sizing firownt Pen?. 

That it was the plan of General Smith and not of Gtenetat Thommukd not of Gen- 
eral Garfield is shown by the dispatch of Mr. Dana, of October 24 (ibid., TO), which 
I here leqnote: 

Grant arrived laet ni^bt, wet, dir^, and veil. He ia tastgotng-to l«connoiteran 
important position which Gener&l Smith has diecoverea at the mouth of Iiookout 
Valley, and which wilt be occupied from here simultaneoasly with Hooker's occnpa- 
tion of BacQooQ Uouataiu. This movemeut will probably take plaoe within .Uiree 
days. 

Alaoby the later report of General Thomas (pamphlet of Oeneisl Smith, p. 80); 



Ferry. 

To these I would add the record made by General Smith at the time in the iorm of 
a letter home, dated October 31. (See his paper of March, 1900, pp. 30^1. ] As I 
BUd before, this record, made at the time and before the diepute was mooted, comee 
as evidence entitled to the highest credence: 

On the 19th of October I was scouting almi^ the river bank 8 or 4 milea below bete 
and I came to a place that attracted my attention. On the other Bide of the river was 
a sharp ridge of nillB, a mile and a htLif long, the base of which was washed by (he 
river. Between this ridge and a high, rugged mountain -waa a narrow valley, which 
was a strong place for ns, and would give a good share of the river if we ovned it, 
and would al»o give ua an opportunity of aidiuK Hooker on hismaroh toeeizethereat 
of the river, should lie meet with any heavy force. Its immense importance aSuck 
me, and I found a deep goi^ in the hills through which ran a road for an old ferry. 
I sat down on the bank of the river for two hours, within athoueand feet of areliel 
picket who thought me some soldier not on duty, and as I sat there I conceived a 
plan forthecnptureof that hill, which, if taken, would make Hooker's work eaey and 

S' 'e otu soldiers and animals something to eat, and pve Chattanooga to us. That 
v'Gmeral Thomas took command, ana I proposed it to him and asked him to go 
and look at the place and see for himself. General Grant came then, and tlie day 
after he came I took the two down and showed them the promised land. They were 
both impressed with the great value of it, and I was allowed to airai^ the details 
myself. Mr.lkna suggested that 1 be allowed to command the expedition, and that 
iras done. • * * These two hours' work with the axes and we could not be 
driven out. The thing was done, and I thanked God, who had given us so ogcttl a 
eucceee when the risks weresogreat and where the stake was so unmense. * • o- 
The next day Hooker name into the valley, which we alreadv occupied, but poeted 
his troops so carelcBaly that he was nearly overwhelmed, and all our gdns nearly lost. 
Anthonv H10GIN8, 

For Gen. W. F. Smith. 
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tJNiTEn States Enqine^ Ottici, 
Wiimm^on, Del., JamtaTy SI, 1901. 
Gen. Gboroe L. Gillbbpib, 

Corp* of Engineer», VniUd 8toia Army. 

GvNXBM.; A few days ago General Smith gave oar typewriter the manuscript of a 

letter to ttie board of which yon are a member, to be pat in type, and later took the 

letter from her and sent it to the board. General Smith bas been mere or \em ifi 

for some time, and was then in no condition to examine and correct the letter. I 
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understand that tbere irere Bome errora in it, and 1 hsve therefore bad a cop7 made 
iof the original letter and inclose it herewith for such nse bb may be deeired. I do 
this as I know General Smith wonld have it done. He is now trader a phvfiician's 
care. 

YotlTB, tmlf, H. SiSBRKii, derk. 



)N, Dbu^ January SS, 1901. 
Uaj. Gen. Jotm B.'BRoosa,TJ. B. A., 

PremderU Board, etc. 

Gbnxral: I have your letter of the ffith instant, in which you Btate that it will 
"hardly be necessary tor me to appear before the board, as yon thoronghly under- 
etand the subject." Had I not been ill and In bed I should have accompanied my 
counsel and appeared before the board at that time. I had nnderatood that the 
locality had been visited by two members of the board in company with the presi- 
dent of the National Park Commission, at which time I supposed yon were receirii^ 
oral and ex parte evidence, though I am relieved from that supposition by the state- 
ment in your letter, to which I am replying, "that you have not received any oral 
evidence or ailment from anyone except ex-Senator Higg^ns." I trust that the 
board will correct the unwitting mistake made to my counsel, causing delay in final 
papers, that in the paper furnished to your board by the president of the Katiodal 
Park Commiedon he presented "only a statement of the record." 

I have written a paper on matters of moment, which I had intended to present 
orally to the board, but as I am not to appear, may I ask the courtesy of the board, 
even if it is sot considered, that it may be forwarded by you with your report and 
papers !n the case? I think I am entitled to bring before the board any paper going 
to disprove the statements in the ]mper written in answerto my letter to the Secretary 
of War on this subject in Uarch, 1900. 

Tery respectfully, Wm. F. Smitb. 



WnaoReaws, Dw.., January — . -I*" J- 
]tfatGHi.J.R.BBOt>KK, n.S.A., 
Col. G. L. Giu^FiB, TT. S. A., 
lient'OoL M. V. Shhridaji, U. S. A., 

Board tare Ltgtnd «n AUaih- 

iBupposeftwHl "be conceded nem. con. that on the%&of September, 186S, the 
fitt« of the Army of the Cumberland depended upon shortening the hne of supplies 
fivm Bridgeport to Chattanooga to fit ftie transportation capacity of the army. 

Second. It wiH doiibtleBS also be conceded that the only posrfble way in which 
that line could be sufiiciently shortened to meet the exigency of the situation was by 
getting control -of a part ortheivholeot the Ime south of the Tennessee River between 
Lookout Honntain and Bridgeport 

That tratb most have staned in the face even the meanest capacity in that army. 
Fo person, therefore, conld claim spedal credit for ability or knowledge for evolving 
such a self-evident tmth. 

That that was in the mind of General Eosecrans when on the 36th of September 
Hr. Dana spoke of Wanhatcbie as the place to secure in Lookout Valley can not be 
doabted. Thedispatch to Hoc^erof the IstofOctober followed by that of the 4th 
of October wsg-slso bom evidenfly ofthe same idea. 

'niere wo^ three ways of obtainhig the desired end: First, the capture and bold- 
Ingtif LoActirt Mountain; -second, the capture and hcMingof Lookout Valley; third, 
the holding of Raccoon Mountain from the passes to its base on the Tennessee Sifer. 



I think no one will dispute that the first two plans at least required a cooperative 
and aimultaneoua movement from Chattanoc^a, such aa bridge material, bridge 
makers, a guard to bold the ground at the south end while the bridge was being 
built, and a force lo croea and hold the ground and be ready to assist in clearing the 
way for the Bridgeport contingent when it should enter through the passes of Rac- 
coon Mountain into Lookout Valley. That required study and prepaiatJoos which. 
had to be confided to officers at both ends of the line without danger of leakage, and 
if Koeecranshad not such agents he was handicapped indeed. That such question ot 
leakage was not in Rosecrons's mind will appear, not from Mr. Dana's dispatches of 
September 26 and October 4, but from the disiatch of Eoeecrans to Hodges Septem- 
ber 30, and from Rosecrans's testimony as to his conference with Generals Thomas 
and Garfield Octol)er 4. 

That which has been bronght in evidence before your board as to Rosecrans's speech 
in 1869, with the remarks of Generals Granger and Sheridan thereto, if accepted, 
strengthens the idea. There was then no valid objection to Bosecrans planning out 
in detail this whole cooperative movement and giving to Hooker at one end and his 
own chief engineer at the other end {who was not thrust upon him, but accepted the 
position imder protest) such parts as they would have to carry out. That this was 
never done aa tar as Hooker was concerned is shown by Dona's dispatch from Bridge- 
port, showing Hooker's opposition " to the new plan," and by General Hooker's 
protest, October 27, I think. 

That the plan was not made known to the Engineer Deparimect and orders given 
for abridge to be made is shown by the dispatch of Roeecrans to Halleck, T.30p. m., 
October 18, wherein he states that boats for a second bridge at Chattanooga are being 
built. There was but one bridge plant and one set of makers, and they were tnnuDg 
out boats, etc. , as fast as possible. Two bridges could not, therefore, be under way at 
the same time. Therefore, up to the 18th no cooperation had been directed. 

Rosecrans's order of October 1 might have been intended loinaugurat«amovement 
to open the short line. It conld not have been cooperative, for there were no boats 
for a bridge at Chattanoc^ at that time. 

The order of October 12 could not possibly have looked forward to an occupation 
of Lookout Valley. The suggestion of the 17th Is with reference to a movement of 
Bn^ on our left and as oftoidii^, when Sherman arrives, a movement "according 
to carcumstances. " That was Rosecrans's last order referring to the concentration 
of Hooker's command. 

The Bi^gestions or order of the ISth can not poseibly be distori«d into anything 
but a plan to transport; to Shellmound by water and take to the road over Walden'e 
ridge. On the 19th Rosecrans went on a reconnoissance, claims that he found 
Browns Ferry, and went back to headquarters to find himself out of command. 
Did he then impart to Thomas his plan, and thus entitle himself to the place accorded 
to him in the obnoxious "legend?" There is not a particle of evidence to favor 
that idea. 

Rosecrans's testimony in 1S65, which is before your board, must be accepted. 
That IB positive aa to his plan, and the reasons for its being a succeee, and no photo- 
graph could fix the locality better than the words " opposite the paesi^ over the 
extremity of the mountain." That locality was not used by Thomas, and therefore 
the plan adopted was not devised by General Roeecrans. 

Rosecrans's testimony is supported by Mr. Dana's telegram of the 4th. 

It will not do in the face of such evidence to state that General Rosecrans could 
not have intended to put the bri<^ at the mouth of Ivookout Creek, as he was too 
clever an engineer. Very many clever engineers have made grave mistakes before, 
and Roeecrans had had two years to select his words and his place for a bridge, and 
his statement before the committee must have been made deliberately, leaving 
nothing to correct. 
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If the board will read carefully the diepatchee of Mr. Dana during that trying 
moEith of October, 1S63, they may find ample reaeone for the confnuoa that aeemed 
to reign in affaire at that time. 

I win call the attention of the board to Mr. Dana's diepatch of October 16, 12 m., 
in which he eays, speaking of Boeecrans, that be ' ' can not penwive the catastrophe 
that is close upon us, noi fix bis mind upon the means of preventing it." 
Very reapectfully, 

Wm. F. Smith, 



oobbihfohdbfck with fabe ookkunos. 

Wae Dbpabtmbnt, 
Chick A MA VGA ahd Cbattanooqa National Pake Commissiok, 

Waskingtcm, September 4, 1900. 
Maj. Gen. John E. Brooke, U. S. A., 

Qymmanding Departmevi of Oie Ead, 

GovemoTi Itland, New Yori, 

Gekekal: I address you as chairman of the board appointed by the Secretary of 

War, August 23, 1900, to consider a claim made by Maj. William F. Smith, TJnited 

8tat«e Anny, retired, that a certain legend in the atlas issued by this commiseion ie 

erroneone. 

This commission has been directed to furnish your board with "such papers, 
records, and information as may be pertinent to the question at issue." Upon 
inquiry in the office of the Secretary of War and in the Adjutant-General's Office, 
we find that cert^n papers transmitted to Maj, William F. Smith have not been 
returned to the files, and Major Smith will doubtlesa transmit these direct to you. 
From the card retained in the Record Division it appears that these papers included 
the report of Gen. Henry M. Duffield, dated Detroit, Mich., January 23, 1900, made 
in accordance with directions of the Hon. Eussell A. Alger, Secretary of War, upon 
the clMm of Maj. W. F. Smith, and that accompanying this report were the following 
papers: 

1. Iietter of instructions from Secretary Alger, dated November 30, 1897, with Gen- 
eral Smith's appeal and letter from him to Senator Proctor. 

2. General Smith's pamphlet, " The Reopening of the Tennessee Eiver," etc., with 
maps attached. 

3. Reply of the Ghickamauga and Chattanooga National Park Commission to Gen- 
eral Smith's appeal, dated March 22, 1898. 

4. General Smith's rejoinder to the above, dated April 3, 1898. 

6. Copy of letter of Gen. Joseph J. Reynolds to General Smith, dated May 20, 1895. 

6. Copy of letter of May 23, 1895, from same to same. 

7. Letter of Gen. H. V. Boynton, dated January 12, 1898, slating conversation 
with Gen. John T. Wilder. 

8. Letter of Maj. Frank S. Bond to Gen. H. V. Boynton, dated November 7, 1895. 

9. Summary and review of the claim of Gen. W. F. Smith for the information of 
the Secretary of War, by the chairman of the commission. 

10. Letter of General Duffield to the Secretary of War, dated January 23, 1900, 
transmitting his report and inclosures with variouH indorsements thereon. 

If these papers should have been lost, we will thank you to inform us, that we may 
supply the deficiency from this office. 

From the Adjutant-General's Office we are informed that General Smith's reply to 
General Duffield's report bad reached that office and been forwarded to you. *-■ 
this paper was sent you during my vacation, I did not see it, and conseqnentl' 
at a toss to know whether any additional evidence is required from us to suetai 
statements of our legend than we have already furnished the Secretary of War. 
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Hfflum ia no Impropriety In my seeing r copy 61 tbta last [Mper ofOenerbl'Smifh'B, 
1 -would tw glad to bave it before me *e a gnide in selecting from the evidence in oat 
poaeeaaioa atich farther portions as may he called for by statements In this paper. 

^'the abaence of the other members of the commission, I will, npon leamtngfclutt 
^pen are in yonr hands, prepare a fnll snnmuuy of the case, consecutively ananged 
for transmittftl to ytmr tward, and will "be -very gtad to be informed byytm as to1i» 
time when your board will probably meet to consider this case. 
"Very respectfully, your obedient senrant, 

H, V. BoTiJTON, 
Chairman of OmtmUtion. 

Hbadqdabtebs, Bepartuent of the East, 
Govenuirg Itland, New York, September 6, 1900. 
Gen. H. V. Botmtoit, 

Chiekamauga and ChattawMgct NaUonal Park OMaimmon, 

War D^poftmaa, Waadngton, D. C. 
Gzitbral: In reply to yours of the 4th instant, I would say that the only paper 
that we have thue far received is the letter of Gen, William F, Smith, retired, 
addressed to the Secretary of War in March, 1900 (the date was not inserted), in 
which he discufiBee the report made by General DnfQeld. GraenU SuffieLd'e repo:! 
we have not got. In fact, we have received nothing as yet except the paper above 
referred to. If yon want this paper of General Smith's, I will send it to you. 

This board hoe come to the conclusion that their other dnties are such that th^ 
will not beable to^ve this matter particular attention nnldl sometime in November, 
and therefore plenty of time will be given yon to get up what you think advissble to 
submit to it. You have named in yonr letter ten different papers, none of which 
have we received. I will be away for a day or two. On my return I expect to 
remain only an hour or so, when I will go away for a considerable absence. 
Very truly, yours, 

John E. Bbookb, Major-Geiieral, 



WiB DllPAImiENT, 

Cbiceamacoa anb OHATriNoooA National Park Commission, 

WatMngten, September 7, 1900. 
Maj. Gen. John R. Bbookb, 

ComrnaTiding Department of the Eatt, 'Qovemon Idand, 'Nevt York <My. 
Obnebal: Replying to your letter of September 6 instant, yon will confer h great 
favor if you will aesiA me, as yon offer to do, the letter of Gen. William F. Smith, 
retired, addressed to the Secretary of War in March last, in which he disouBsestho 
report made by General Dnffleld. After examination the paper will be promptly 
returned to yonr board. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, H. V. Bovnton, 

Ckarrman of Gammiwion. 



War Dbparthbht, 
OBibEAMAUQA AND Chattanooga National Pare CouuieeiON, 

Wa»hinglon, September 18, 1900. 
Uaj. Gen. Jobh B. Bbookb, 

Oommandvng Department of the Ea»l, Govemori Igland, New York. 
General: Herewith I return the letter of Gen. William F. Smith, retired, trans- 
mitted to this commission by your letter of September 8 instant, with thanks. 
Very reepectfally, yours, 

H. V. BoYnmm, Chairman. _ 
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Was Dwab 
Cbickan^dqa and CaATTANOoaA NA7I0HU. Park CohmIbsiom, 

Waekmgfon, October IS, 1900. 
G«D. JOQN B. Bbooks, 

Qovemor* Jsiam^ .JAmi Fori. 
Dear Gbh^ul; Your letter of tbe 9th instant was.forwaided to Chattanociga, and 
reached there, the day a&Dar I left, and baa juat come to hand here. 

Thearticlo which yon have iu mind^qiwrad in the North American Eeyiew foR 
December, 1885, page 580, being entitled "The mistakes of Gronti" It waasigned, 
as you snppowt by Oieneral Bosecnm& I han»: no, doubt youi cnn borrow a copy 
from theAatoE Library in New York; but if yon do not succeed, it is in the War 
library here, from which, of course, you can obtain it 

Ab you are lookii^ for statements from General Boeecrans in regard to this matter, 
I send you under eeparate cover the third volume of the Proceedings of the Society 
of the Army of the Cnmtlerland, which, as you will notice in a preface to the vol- 
imie, was stenographically reported at the time. I have marked certain paragraphs 
of General Bosecran^s statement on pages 76, 77, and 78, certBin Btatementa of Gen- 
eral Sheridan on pE^77, and of Qen. Gordon Grander ou pages 79 and 80, which 
refer directly to the matter in qneelion. 

We have incorporat«d all of these statements in an official letter written in accord- 
ance with the directjona of tbe Secretary of War, presenting to your board ench 
papers and information as are in the possession of this commission. We had intended 
to send the book with that communication, but as yon are reading the article in the 
Nort^ American Beview, these statements of' General Bosecrans and his associates — 
Sheridan and Granger — will prove of interest, and I send the book at this time in 
advance of oar official communication to your board. 

Very truly, yours, H. V. Boynton, 

Chairman of Com/imxAon. 



Wa3 Depahtmbnt, 
Cbicxahaitga AMD Cbattanoooa National Park Comuibsion, 

WathmgUm, Otiober SO, 1900. 
Gen. John B: Bbooebj 

Commanding Department of the EoMt, Governors Idand, New York. 
Gbnebal: In accordance with inatruotionB from the Secretary of War, this com- 
misoon has the honor to submit to the board of which you are president "such 
papanii rQcoide,.and infonaation" in.ita poGsesaion aa are pertinent to the chum of 
Gen. W. F. Smith that he and not General Bosecrana devised tbe plamfor recover- 
ing the river line of supplies between Chattanooga, Tenn., and Bridgeport* Ala., in 
October, 1803. 

Very MSBScKoJlyi H. V. Bovmtoh, 

Chairmitn of Committum. 



Wak Dbpahtmbnt, 

CHICKAMADaA AHD CbATTANOOQA NATIONAL PaBK CoMUISSION, 

Woihinglon, November S^, 1900. 
Mnj. Gen. John. B. Bbookb, 

Commixndmg D^ptatntad of the Eait, Governort Itland, New Yort. 
G«NKaAL; General Gilleepie asked me about the sendii^ of maps by Genaral Rose- 
crane's order to General Hooker. 

Tbe dispatches on this subject will be found in Serial No. 53, War Recoida, page 
33, Didgsiim.to.GBBfieJd, NasbviUe, October 2; page 60, Gaifleld to MeniU, Chatta- 
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nooga, October 3; page 00, Garfield U> Hooker, Chattanooga, October 4, and page 91, 
Hooker to Garfield, Stevenson, October 4 (postscript October 6). 

In regard to the question which arose as to communicatjon along the river between 
tbe vicinity of WilliBiuH Island and Browns Ferr;, the dispatches in Serial No. 62, 
War Becords, show the Fifth Kentucky Cavalry headquarters at Wiltiame House 
with patrols above and below, and that the Ninth Kentucky Cavalry was patrolling 
the banks of the river up to tie infantry pickets from Chattanooga. The following 
are the pages: SOB, Sinclair to McCook, top of pt^; 807, Hoblitzell to Sincliur, 869, 
860, Uoblitzell to Sinclair. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, H. V, Boynton, 

Chairman of OommisHtm. 



Wab Dkpabtjcbnt, 

CKICKAHAt'Oa AND ChaTTAHOOOA NATIONAL PaBE COMMISSION, 

Wathinfftrm, Novanber S4, 1900. 
Gen. JoHK R. Brooke, 

Commandinff Department of the East, Governors I»Umd, New York. 

Gbkbral: Gleneral Gillespie Hsked me to look for the letter of Captain Margedant, 
topographical engineer. Army of the Cumberland, on the staff of General Koeecrans, 
which described to me the maps and plans on hand before General Eosecrans was 
relieved, and which General Smith took poBSeSMon of. 

I have found such letter giving a very full statement, but do not find one ia which 
he assured me that one of these maps showed Browns Ferry with boats for a bridge 
sketched in in pencil. 

This is a letter written in 1895, upon receiving General Smith's pamphlet of that 
year attacking me on the opening page. Captain Margedant, beii^ a warm friend 
of mine, wrote freely, and his letter was made confidential so far as quoting him in 
such form as to make him a party to the newspaper controversy which I opened on 
General Smith. 

We would like to have this paper added to those in the appendix of our case. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H, V. BOYNTON, 

Chairman of Ommdigion. 



Hamiiaoh, Ohio, September i, 189S. 
Gen. H. V. Botnton, 

Wm- Department, Chxekamauga and Chattanooga 

Natkmol Military Park Commimon, Chickamattga, Ga. 

Dbab Gekebal asd Comrade; I am in receipt of your letter of Angust 31, and also 
pamphlet of General Smith. 

I have heard of the claims of General Smith before. He is the man to claim most 
everything. He would claim the creation of the world after this lapse of time, and 
evidence to the contrary being destroyed, if he could possibly do so and find an 
audience outside of the world to lay the claim before. 

I remember Baldy Smith (as we called him) very well, but I think he has forgot- 
ten all about me — the topographical engineer on the staff of the commanding gen- 
erals, who worked day and night to arrange the maps necessary for field operations 
at that time. I remember very well that Gen. Charles A. Dana, now of the New 
York Sun, was sent about 1863 to the headquarters of General Eosecrans, represent- 
ing the War Department at that time at the headquarters. I remember his coming 
there and also that he and General Smith were antogonistic toward Hqor-Gcoeml 
Bosecrans. 
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I remember also the daj* when Baldj' Smith came by the order of the War Depart- 
ment (I tmderatood) to take chai^ of the engineer department, etc. At that time 
Baldy Smith was not known to me. We had etrict orders not to loan any of the engi- 
neering tnrtrumente to mvilians or military men not in connection with the engineer 
department, and while be waa standing in front of the headquartera of General Roee- 
crana be took from my hand, I may Bay forcibly, an instrument belonging to the 
eng^eer department in order to use it himself, without introduction by himself or 
othere. I objected strongly, demanding the retnra of the instrument at once, when 
General Rosecrans tmned around and sud: "Why, Captain, don't you know General 
Smith, who will be in charge of the ei^^ineer department for some time?" General 
Rosecrans introduced me, and I requested General Smith to give me a receipt for the 
instrument, for which I was responsible, in conformity with the rulee of the depart- 
ment. General Smith did not even answer. I bbw at once that he meant miechief 
and tronble, and that he came for that porpoee. 

One evening while I was at the eng^eer department office (a small hoose near 
the headquarters), a gentleman dressed as a civilian came into the office demanding 
to see the map of the defense of Chattanooga and Chickamauga, etc 

I informed the gentleman that I had strict order* by the department commander 
not to show the battle maps, war maps, or anything connected with the ei^neer 
department to anyone except by order from the general commanding. This strict 
order was given me by Generala Rosecrans and Garfield for the first time since the 
battle of Chickamauga. We had a standing rule not to show anything pertaining to 
the making and compiling of maps. This peremptory order was given on account 
of the planned movements to regain communications and to take the ofiensive again. 
The gentleman, without introducing himself, demanded and ordered me to show 
these maps at once, which I refused to do. He left the office and another civilian 
returned within a few minutes with a sword buckled over his civilian drees coat, and 
drawing the same, demanded the maps. I took my own sword, which was hanging 
on the wall, and told him that Jwou^ not do m under any circumstances unless he 
had an order from the general commanding. 

He returned (I learned afterwards) to General Baldy Smith's headquarters, and 
returning, he brought a written order s^ed (I believe) by General Baldy Smith, 
putting me under arrest becavge Irefused to show Ike map» of ike d^mrtntent to the civilian 
upon their demand. Now this person was not an officer in the service of the United 
States, but a civilian employed by the Coast Survey Office of the United States. 
After placing roe under arrest, he took possession of the maps, and I went to the 
headqnarters of the department to see General Rosecrans in r^ard to the occurrence. 
The general directed that I should at once make a statement of the case through 
Gen. Baldy Smith to the headquarters. Conforming to the military rules, I did so 
at once, writing the whole night on this statement and a part of the next day, and 
delivered the same in person at the headquarters of Baldy Smith. 

This statement was kept by General Smith for some time, and after eight long 
days I was reinstated in charge of the topographical engineer department by order 
of the general commandii^. The nest day after my reinstallment I received the 
order of General Smith to proceed in person every morning at 3 a. m. sharp to the 
outnde picket line and make a complete round of the same, to make observation and 
measurements of the enemy's camp fires, note all changes, and report each morning 
ate o'clock at General Smith's headquarters the result of my reconnoiter. For about 
ten mornings I proceeded faithfully on this trip around the line, although it was well 
known that on account of the very heavy fog prevailing no one could see 15 steps 
ahead. I considered it a piece of spite work, because I was kept bnsy in daytime 
until late at night to compile the reports and sectional maps sent in, and we hod 
plenty of officers and men in our department who could attend to this, not having 
anything else to do. After disturbing the very heavy slumber of the general for 
several mornings and making the usual fog reports, the order was revoked. 



Whila the lopogr^hioal deparlmeDt, its miqis, eketcbea, and plana were ia the 
bands ol General Smitb. and his eagtneeisi they surely must have seen the plans o£ 
the proposed movements. We had beaawo^infi on a fine lar^a topographical map, 
made in color, all flz«d objeots, the course of the river, the elevjitions of tbe heights, 
poinla of tnangulation, the femes, the fortiScatioas around Chattanooga, were in ink, 
while some of the proposed movements w«re ahowu in pencil lines so that they coahL 
be chimged. This map was intended for the Wai Department, to accompany Major 
G«neia1 Kosecrana'a report. 

There was another map in penoil lines only. It contained the movements of the 
Union and rebel anoiee at the battle of Chickamauga; also the changes of the line o£ 
fitia from the enemy at the batUe of Chickamauga; proposed fortificatiDne around. 
Chattanooga. This was lately nsed by General Roaeorane himself at hie headquat- 
tera.. I foimd Hue nu^> aftanvarda, and sent it about tan yeans ago to the general. 
The other large map should be on file in the War Departments Cieneial Dana had. 
a number of oopies of pacts made for sending, to Washington to accompany his reports. 

While I bad no opportiuilty to inform myself whether Geneial Smith, and his engi- 
neers had seen the mapeand pluis while they had taken charge of the same, I hardly 
can believe that they did, not see the plansand understand fully tbe lines of proposed 
movements on the maps. I never had a thought at that time that there could be a 
dispute raised in reference to the otigin of these contemplated movements. These 
gentlranen and soldiers were ^parently in. foil, power and control of affairs by. the 
order of the War Department, and they bad a right to inform themselves fully, and 
I suppose they did do this. 

Dear General, perhaps- yon ucnotaware that the engineer department of the Army 
of the Cumberlandtwae one of the beet onganized and areai^ed in existence. We had 
at tiiat time pspresaotative assistant ei^neers with every division and brigade, and 
even with r^mentsi whose duty it was to report to headquartetar^ularly, and who 
had every day to work, hard. We oigaged about 30 draftanen in our office; we had 
two photograpbiesppanttuses, solaf cunerasforenlargingobiacts taken at a distance; 
we bad a special arrangement to lithograph maps by means of two full, lithographic 
prteses, and also new apparatuses for printing, the so-called black war m^is invented 
by myself and bearing my name; sHeo maps printed on neckties and shirts, etc, used, 
by the scouts. We hod a regular information bureau, to which tha prisoners vi6K 
brought forgiving information in regard to tbe movementsof the enemy, etc. 

We arranged a system of mfonnatJon maps and printed them often on, tbe march, 
which were Bent out daily, and which had to be returned in. the evening with any 
corrections and additions which had been made. They were known as information 
maps. All this was done by order of General Roeecrans and Captain Merrill, ei^- 
neen officer, United States Army, under my personal direction, having full charge of 
all topographical matters concerning the department. 

Colonel Merrill tookcbargeprincipallyof the building of fortifications and bridges, 
of securing suppUes necessary for the engineer defwrtment and for the pioneers of 
the army. 

I may say to you that the plans for defense and offense for reopening of tbe Tenr 
nessee Biver, tbe building of bridges, tbe opening of. the roads, and all the movements 
which afterwards took place after General Bosecrans was relieved of the command, 
were fuUji devdoped wader Gerierat Rogecrant be/ore he Ufl Chaitanooga, General Rose- 
cnms kept bisown counsel, and there were only a few officers on his staff who were, 
posted as to his intended movemenlsi 

There cauihardly beany donbt that Gen. Baldy Smith was instrumental in chang- 
ing somewhat the details of the intended movements. The origin of the plans, how- 
ever, are Generals Rosecrans's and Thomas's. 

Now, a few words in reg^d to the names and positions of the Williams and the 
Btowns ferries. Tbe map of Chattanooga, made in Camp Stevenson, Alabamaj 8tp- 
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temberS, 1863, is a copy of what we called "information map," often called by the 
asaietaut engmeere of the diviaionB "prc^resBlve mape." It ehould be underetood 
that we Lad at that time of the war very few maps; they had to be made by ue. We 
generally started by using tJie very meager Unee of the State maps or those of counties, 
if we could get hold of them; further, by the information of the people living in the 
viciaity, which was generally very incorrect; also by the information received 
through prisoners, and by surveys made by our own eugineers scouting ia the euemy'i 
lines. We compiled the various report* and sent out sectional maps among the vari- 
ous engineers of the army, ordering them to fill up or complete certain sections and 
return the some to headquarters. We furnished them these new maps and kept on 
compiling and sending and receiving information maps until we corrected the errors 
which neceesarity would creep in. The map shown in General Smith's pamphlet is 
one of Hxeee incorrect information mapa which were sent out for corrHction and 
completing. * • * 

Very respectfully, 

Wm. C MaboedjIiit, 
fbrmerly Superiitlendent of the TopograpMcid Engineer Department, 

Army of the Cumberland. 

Note. — TJie omission noted above relates solely to two maps after the battle of 
Gbattanoi:^, and so has no bearing whatever upon the questions now at issue. 



Wah Department, 
Gbickauauga and Chattanooga National Park Commission, 

WaMngttm, November S7, 1900, 
Maj. Gen, John B. Brookb, 

Commanding Department 0/ the EoM. 
General: We have the names and addresses of 16 survivors of the Eighteenth 
Ohio Battery, and have sent them all a copy of the inclosed letter. Whatever replies 
we rec«ve will be forwarded to your board. 

A set of the proceedings of the beef board will go to you to-day from the Senate. 
I see that there is no index. I intend to make a very general one, and will moil 
you a copy. 

Very respectfully, H. V. Bovnton. 



War Dbpabtmbnt, 
Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Pahk CoMmsatoN, 



Washington, November n, 1900. 



My Dbab Sib: This commission ia trying t( 

(1) Which section of Captain Aleshire's Battery (Eighteenth Ohio) was stationed 
at Browns Ferry a tew days after the battle of Chickamauga. 

(2) About how tar was the earthwork in which the guns were placed from the 
bank of the river and the ferry. 

(3) Was it at any time on the high ridge a half mile back of the ferry, or was it 
all the time in the river bottom near the river. 

Can you give us any information on any of these points? 

An early reply, for which we send a franked envelope, will greatly oblige us. 

Thanking you in advance. 

Very truly, yours, H. V. Boynton, 

Qimmum of Q 
20002—01 14 
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War DEPARTtlENT, 

CnicKAMAroA AND Chattasooga National Park Commibbion, 

Wiuhington, December S9, 1900. 
Gen. John R. Brooks, 

Commaiuiing DeparimerU oj the Ea^, Governors IiUmd, Netc York. 

Gbnsral: Inclosed please find copy of a letter addressed by thie commigsion to 
several members of the Eighteenth Ohio Battery of Whitaker'a brigade, which was 
itationed at Browns Ferry immediately after the battle of Chickamaii(fa [page 209], 
and the replies thereto. 

We have heretofore informed you that this letter had been sent with the purpose 
of ascertaininfCi if possible, the location of the battery which GenetKl Smith visited 
on the day of his reconnoitering Browns Ferry. 

Gen. John T. Wilder called at our office a few days since, and when aaked if at the 
tjme of his visit to Browns Ferry, Williams Island, and the ford below, on the 21at 
of August, 1863, there was an open way between Browns Ferry and WilUams'e house 
he replied that be rode tbrongb there along the bank of the river with his command 
without encountering any obstacles. 

General Gillespie asked if we had any idea where Gen. Gordon Granger's papiera 
could be found. We have not been able to trace them, thoogh we understand tfa&t 
his widow is still alive. Some time after his death she married the adjutant of the 
Fifteenth Infantry (Granger's regiment), Lieut. Thomas Blair. 

As a fact tending to corroborate Gen. Gordon Granger's statement, as recorded in 
the third volume of the proceedings of the Society of the Army of the Cumberland, 
heretofore sent you, to the effect that he had in writing the instructions of General 
Bosecrans concerning the plan for opening the Tennessee Biver, you will doubtless 
recall that the records show that a portion of General Granger's troops in the p^ioQ 
of Bridgeport were cooperating with General Hooker In preparations for the advance 
into Lookout Valley. This appears from the dispatch to which your attention has 
heretofore been directed from General Hooker to Brig. Gen. Eobert S. Granger, the 
tatter beit^ a part of the command of Gen. Gordon Granger, which appears on page 
482 of serial No. 53, War Records. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. V. BOYNTON, 

Chairman of Commi»tioii. 



WiLKESViLLB, Ohio, December 5, 1900. 

H. V. BOTNTON, 

Chairman of Pari Qymmietion, Watkington, D. C. 
My Dkar Sir: In reply to inclosed letter of yours of November 27, would say that, 
to the best of my recollection, on the 22d of September, 1863, our battery creased 
the river at Chattanooga. Crossed over Waldens Ridge and went south to Moccasin 
Point. The right section of the Eighteenth Battery was temporarily placed at Browns 
Ferry to protect the crossing, and only remained there one day and n^ht, without 
earthworks, on a sand bar, close to the river, not over 100 yards from the river and 
ferry. (There were earthworks erected afterwards, but I do not know what battery 
occupied them.) The right section of the Eighteenth Battery, together with the bal- 
ance of the battery, was permanently located on Moccasin Point, at the extreme 
south end of Moccasin Point, opposite lookout Moimlain, where earthworks and a 
bomb-proof tort were erected for our protection, and remained there imtil the battles 
of Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge. We were not at any time stationed on 
the high ridge east and back of Browns Ferry. 

Yours, truly, L, E, Simmons, 

Late Sergeant, Right Section Eighleenih Ohio Buttery. 
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Wabhikoton, Fatettb Corurr, Ohio, December S, 1900. 
Cbickauavoa and Chattasoooa Kational Pabk Comuishion. 

Dkab Sibb: Youra of the 27th of Novembei received. The reason for my delay in 
replying to yoa was that I wanied to see a comrade of the battery and talk with 
bim, thinking perhaps hie icind would be clearon the eubject. I have not kept any 
records, so have to depend on my memory to the beat of my ability. 

According to my memory — 

Firet. It was the right piece of the right eection and the left piece of the left 
section. 

Second. So far as I can remember, from 60 to 100 feet from the bank of the river. 

Third. This part of the battery was all the time in the river bottom near the river. 

They were commanded by Lieutenant Bierce. 

Reepectfnlly, Jobs Hayb. 



Sioux Cm, Iowa, December S, 1900. 
Chickamacga Pabe Oouuibsion', War Department, WathingUm, D. C. 

Dxar Sirs: The right section of Captain Al^hire's battery. Eighteenth Ohio, was 
stationed on the bank of river. 

Am not positive whether it came back to the two sections, established on Moccasin 
Point, before the battle of Lookout Mountain or not 

Reepectfully, F. M. Blago. 



War Dgpartmekt, 
Chickamadga and Chattanooga National Pare Commissioh, 

Wathington, November SO, 1900. 
MaJ. Gen. John R. Bbooee, 

Chmmanding Departmenl of the JEaii, Qouemori Idand, New York. 
General: Hearing that Gen. W. F. Smith has retained ex-Senator Higgins as his 
attorney to Bubmit an argument to your board during the consideration of his case, 
this commission respectfully requests that such argument be in writing, to the end 
that if it contains errors of statement this commission may have an opportunity of 
endeavoring to point them out in a written commnnication. 

We do not ask or desire to argue this case to your commission, either orally or in 
writing, but to submit it solely upon the record and ascertained corroborating 
information. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

1 H. V. BOYNTON, 

Chamtum of 



HRADQITABTEnS, DBFABTMBHT Of THE EaST, 

Governors Mand, New York, November 12, 1900. 
Adjutant-Gbneral V. S. A., Waihingttm, D. C. 

Sib: The board appointed to report upon the matter of Maj. William F. Smith, 
U. S. A., retired, thinks it advisable to visit Cbattanoi^a, in order to more fully 
determine npon the questions referred to it I would therefore ask that it be 
authoriKed to do so. 

Very respectfully, John E. Brooke, 

Mcyor-Generr' 
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Wab Dbpartmbnt, Adjdtaitt-Gbhbk&l'b Office, 

Wathingltm, November IS, 1900. 
Maj. Gen. John R. Bkooke, U. 8. A., 

Oovemori Idand, New York. 
Sat: The Acting SecreUry of War directs, as necesearjr for the public service, that 
the board of officers convened by the letter to you from this office, dated August 33, 
1900, to consider, isveetigate, and report upon a certaJu claim made by Maj. William 
F. Smith, XT. 8. A., netit^d, Id the matter of the l^end of the atlaa of the Chicka- 
mauga and Chattanooga National Pork Comnussion, and of which board you are 
president, proceed to Chattano<^a, Tenn. , in order to more fully doteimiue upon the 
questions before the board, sjid that upon the completion of this duty the memben 
of the board return to their proper statioiis. 

Very respectfully, W. H. Cabteb,- 

AuittiKit Adjulanl-General. 



Tbkabdby Depabtkbnt, 
Ofpicb of the CoiST AND GaoDBnc Subvet, 

WtuhirmUm, D. C, Jonuory 11, 1901. 
Gen. Geo. L. Gillbspib, 

Army Building, Nna York City. 

Gbnbbal: I have made a thorough search in the archivee and chart and other 
divisions of the survey for a chart said to have been published prior to the one men- 
tioned in your letter (November 4, 1863), and find no trace of it 

The only original records in the archives are two plane table topographical sheets — 
one entitled ' ' Chattanooga and its approaches, showing the Union and rebel works 
before and during the battles of 2'i, 24, and 25 November, 1863. Surveyed under the 
direction of Brig. Genl. Wm. F. Smith, chief engineer of the military division of the 
Mississippi, during parts of November and December, 1863, by F. W. Dorr, U. S. 
Coast Survey. Scale 1:10000." 

The other sheet is entitled ' ' Lookout Valley north of Wauhatchie, and parta ot 
Iiookout and Baccoon Mountains, Tenn. Scale 1:10000. Surveyed durii^ the 
months of November and December, 1863, under the direction of Brig. Genl. W. F. 
Smith, chief engineer, military division of the Miesissippi, by John W. Bonn, U. S. 
Coast Survey." 

There are no original sheets by Capt. P. ,C. F. West, United States Coast Survey, 
'who was ald-de-camp on General Smith's staff. 

Among the miscellaneous charts in the archives and library I find one lithc^raph 
map, in colors, with title, "Battlefield of Chattanooga, with the operations of the 
national forces under command of Genl. U. S. Grant, during the battles of Nov. 
23-24-25, 1863," with note: "Published at the Coast Survey Office from euryeys 
made under the direction ot Brig. Genl. W. F. Smith, by Capla. F. W. Dorr and 
J. W. Donn, U. S. Coast Survey, and by Maj. Morhardt, Capta. L^wsky, McDowell, 
Jenney, and Lta. Boeckh and Dahl, U. S. Vols., and from information relative to the 
battles furnished by Capt. Preston C. F. Weet, TJ. S. Coast Survey." (Scale about 
1:40000,) 

Also one photograph map, scale 1 : 20000, with no date, which may have been the 
base map for a photograph map on reduced scale, which in turn may have been the 
map used for the lithc^raph chart mentioned above, although it shows the fortifica- 
tions more in detail than the lithograph. The fortifications are drawn by hand in 
blue ink; no date is given. There is also a manuscript map, with no date, which 
shows rebel positions around Raccoon Mountain and Browne Ferry, not indicated 
on the lithograph and other maps, and which covers more territory, taking in from 
Rin^old on the east to Kelleys Ferry on the west. 
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These are all the recorde now In the office. The wutt of dates complicateB the 
matter to a degree. 

Photographic copies of any of the above-mentioDed maps can be sent to you if you 
desire it, and if I can serve you in any other way please command me. 
Youn, very truly, 

Henhv L. Mabindih, 

Cooit and Geodetic Survq/. 



38 Wttrt FiPTV-UBST Street, 

New Ym-k, Deeetaier £7, 1900. 
Gen. G. L. Gillbspib, 

Of Board of Officer), New York City. 
General; As I understand, the board of officers of which you are a member 
desire all the information that can be obtained in respect to the Browns Ferry move- 
ment, early in October, 1863. I eubmit herewith an extract from my diary of events, 
kept during the three years I was in the service, covering the period from and 
including September 30 to October 20, 1863, that may be oE use in determining who 
originated tbe plan that was subsequently carried into practical effect by General 
Thomas's orders under the immediato supervision of Gen. W. F. Smith. 
Yours, very truly, 

Fbakk 8. Bond, 
Late Major and A. D. C, U.S. V<^., ISaff" Mc^or-Generai Rosecraru. 

186S, September SO, ChatUmooga.—Bng. Gen. W. F. Smith and staff arrived. Gen- 
eral Wheeler, with rebel cavalry, reported as having crowed Tennessee River near 
Waehii^lton. 

Oclob^ I, ChaUanooga. — Beorganization of tbe army discussed; General Smith, 
chief engineer, and General Iteynolda, chief of staff, probably. Garfield going to 
Washin^n with ilispatches. Wheeler's cavalry across river. 

Oftobw «, CAoHanoosB,— Hooker's troops arrived at Bridgeport. Wheeler's cav- 
alry destroyed General Thomas's wagon tnun in Sequatehie Valley. Mr. Dana 
returned from Nashville. 

October S, Chattanooga. — McCook pitched into rebel cavalry in Sequatchie. Gen- 
eral Smith announced as chief eninneer. Hooker reported with Eleventh Army 
Corps at Stevenson and this side. Corps reports of the battle received. 

Odober 4, CAa/tonooya.— McMinnville was captured by Wheeler's cavalry. 

October 6, CftotfanoMa.— Check on New York to pa^ General Garfield fl30 for 
dark-biown mare. Mr. Dana gets a tumble while out nding with me. Rebels com- 
menced shelling from Lookout Mountain andfrom Mission :^dge; not much accoimt. 

OctiAer 6, Chattanooga. — Strange Bounds of battle heard yesterday and to-day to the 
east of Mission Bidge. McCook and Crittenden heard yesterday of the order reliev- 
ing them. Only one bridge across river. At work on pontoons. 

October 7, CAoManooya.— Three p. m., Wheeler's cavalry got hurt near ShelbyvUle. 
Dock River and other bridges destroyed. Crook and McCook in close pursuit — so 
reported by General Butterfleid. 

October S, Chattanooga.— 'Evidvmt signs of movement by rebs. Cutting tjmber, etc. 
At work on general's report. 

October 9, Chattanooga. — Report to Adjutant-General at Washii^on, in accordance 
with General Order No. 244. 

October 10, CAoltanoo^.— Reorganization of army completed. Generals McCook 
and Crittenden and staff start^ north. Sent flag of tnn» for body of General 
Lytle, Colonel Sanborn in chai^. 

October 11, Chattanooga. — Rebs stopped trains and cars at Nanvers with the sharp- 
Bhootera. 

October IS, Chattanooga. — Oieneral Reynolds announced as chief of Staff. 

October IS, Chattanooga. — General's report finished. Election for Ohio Statn 
officers held. --,.,,:--: 
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Odober 14, Chattanooga.— V^^t bridge taken ap. Tieetle bridge removed. 

Ocu^ter 16, Chattanooga. — General Garfield left for WasbiDgton with official reports 
of battle. Twelve p. m. , pontoon bridge carried away in conaequence of heavy rains. 

Oclohtr 16, ChaUanooga.— My servant Sam, arrived from NaanvUle with trapa. 

October 17, Chattanooga.— M wortc on pontoon bridge; bope to bave it finished 
to-morrow. 

October 18, Chattanooga.— Pontoon bridge finiabed at dark. General Bntterfield 
arrived at headquarters, and Colonel Bimmona, C. 6., arrived. 

October 19, Chaitanooffo.— Took long ride over the river with General Boeecrana 
and General Smith. Went to Browns Ferry, 'the proposed point for location of 
pontoon bri<^, pontoons for which are being built and are nearly finished at Chat- 
tanooga. On return heard General Rosectane was relieved of command, with orders 
to report at Cincinnati. Remainder of night was busy getting leady to start in the 
momii^. 

October HO, ChatlaM>oga.—ljeft at 7 a. m., General with Captain Thorns and myself, 
for Cincinnati. Genertd Butterfield and Lieutenant Oliver joined us. Spent the night 
at Prior's house. Wagons did not get up. 
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On October 16, 1863, General Grant bad been assigned to the comjnaad of the 
"Military Division of the MiasieBippi." * * • The same order that assigned 
General Giant relieved General Eosecrans and placed Cieneral Thomas in command 
of the Azmy of the Cumberland. At the time of the reception of the order Boaecrans 
was busy with preparations for a movement to open the direct road to Bridgeport, 
having received in the interval, since we oame back to Chattanooga, connderable 
reenforcement by the arrival in his department of the Eleventh and Twelfth corps, 
under General Hooker, from the Army of the Potomac. With this force Eoaecrana 
had already streogthened certain important points on the railroad between Kashville 
and Stevenson, and given orders to Hooker to concentrate at Bridgeport soch por- 
tions of his command as were avulable and to hold them in readiness to advance 
toward Chattanooga. * * -<> General Grant arrived at Chattanooga on October 
23 and began at once to carry out the plans that had been formed for openii^ the 
shorter or river road to Bridgeport This object was successfully accomplished by 
the moving of Hooker's command to Rankins and Browns ferries in concert with a 
force from the Army of the Cumberland, which was directed on the same points, so 
by the 37th of October direct commtmication with our depots was established. 



ExTBACT raou Abticlb bv Gsn. J. D. Cox ox thb Cbickahacoa Cbisis. 

[Scrlbuei's, September. 1900, p. 332.) 

To return to Chattanooga in October, 1863; one thing remained to be done before 
a new campaign could begin. A better mode of supplying the Army must be found. 
Thomas had answered Grant's injunction to hold Chattanooga at all hazards by say- 
ing: "I will hold the town till we starve." The memorable words have been inter- 
preted as a dauntless assurance of stubborn defense, but they more truly meant that 
the actual peril was not from the enemy, but from hunger. Rosecrans had bc^n to 
feel the necessity of opening a new route to Bridgeport before he was relieved, and 
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on the very day he laid down the command he bad directed Brig. Gen. W. F. Smith 
(sent to him since the battle to be chief ei^neer of his army) to examine the rivei 
banks in the vicinity of Williams Island, 6 or 7 miles below the town by the river, 
and to report upon the feasibility of laying a pontoon bridge there which could be 
protected. The expectation had been that Hooker would concentrate hie two corps 
at Bridgeport, make his own croHeing of the Tennessee, and push forward to the 
hills commanding Lookout Valley. 

Hooker had ahown no eagerness to take the laboring oar la this bnsiiiess, and 
excused his delay in concentrating at Bridgeport by the lack of wagons. General 
Smith's reconnoissance satisfied him ttiat Browne Ferry, a little above the island, 
would admirably serve the purpose. A roadway to the river on each side already 
existed. On the south side were a gorge and a brook, which sheltered the landii^ 
there, and would cover and hide troops moving toward the top of the ridge com- 
mandii^ Lookout Valley. Smith reported hie discovery to Thomas, and euggeeted 
that pontoons be built in Chattanooga and used to convey a force by night to the 
ferry, where they might be met by Hooker coming from below. Thomas approved 
the plan, and aa soon as Grant arrived he inspected the ground in company with 
Thomas afld Smith, and ordered it to be executed. The boats were completed by 
the end of a week, and on the night of the 26th of October the expedition etarted 
under the command of General Smith in person. • • • 

Hooker crossed the river on the bridge at Bridgeport, and on the momii^ of the 
28th marched, by way of Bunning Waters and Whit«eidee, to Wauhatchie. The 
enemy made a vigorous but unsuccessful attempt to dislodge him; hie poeition was 
made strongly defenmble; Bragg did not again venture to disturb it, and the easy 
lines of supply for Chattanooga were opened. The subsistence problem was solved. 



PageiS. — On the morning of the 2Ist we took the train for the front, reaching 
Stevenson, Ala., after dark. Rosecrans was there on his way north. He came into 
my car and we held a brief interview, in which he described very clearly the situa- 
tion at Chattanooga and made some excellent su^^ieetione as t« what should be done^ 
My only wonder was that he had not carried them out, 

Patje S9. — During the evening most of the general officers called in to pay their 
respects and to talk abont the condition of affairs. They pointed out on the map the 
line, marked with a red or blue pencil, which Bosecrans had contemplated idling 
back upon. If any of them had approved the move they did not say so to me. I 
found Gen. W, F. Smith occupying the position of chief engineer of the Army of the 
Cumberland. * * • He explained the situation of the two armies and the topog- 
raphy of the country so plainly that I could see it without an inspection. I found 
that he had established a sawmill on the banks of the river by utilizing an old engine 
found in the neighborhood, and by rafting logs from the north eide of the river above 
had got out the lumber and completed pontoons and roadway plank for a second 
bridge, one flyiug bridge being there already. He was also rapidly getting out the 
materials and conetrocting the boats for a third bridge. In addition to thie he had 
far under way a eteamer for plying between Chattanooga and Bridgeport whenever 
we might get possession of the river. 

Page SI. — The next day, the 24th, I started out to make personal inspection, taking 
Thomas and Smith with me, besides most of the members of my personal staff. We 
crossed to the north side of the river, and, moving to the north of detached spurs of 
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hills, reftched th« Tenneewe at Browne Ferry, some 3 miles belov Lookout Moun- 
tain, unobHerved by the enemy. Here we left our horeee back from the river and 
approached the water on foot 

PageSe. — That night I issued orders foropening the route to Bridgeport — a rriKirr 
line, as the soldiers appropriately termed it. 

Page SB. — Gen. W. F. Smith had been bo inatrumental in preparing for the move 
which I was now about to make, and so dear in his judgment about the manner of 
making it, that I deemed Jt but just to him that he should have command of the 
troope detiuled to execute the design, although he was then acting as a staff officer 
and was not in command of troops. 

On the 24th of October, after my return to Chattanooga, the following detuls were 
made: General Hooker, who was now at Bridgeport, was ordered to cross to the 
south side of the Tetmeasee and march uphyWhitesides and Wauhatchie to Browns 
Perry. General Pahner, with a division of the Fourteenth Corps, Army of the Cum- 
berland, was ordered to move down the river on the north side, by a back road, 
until opposite Whitesides, then cross and hold the road in Hooker's rear after he 
had passed. litur fAouaanif menwereat the some time detailed to act untjer General 
Smith directly from Chattanooga. Eighteen hundred of them, underGenerat Hazen, 
were to take 60 pontoon boats, and under cover of night float by the pickets of the 
enemy at the north base of Lookout, down to Browns Perry, then land on the south 
side and capture or drive away the pickets at that point. Smith was to march with 
the remainder of tlie detail, also under cover of night, by the north bank of the river 
to Browns Ferry, taking with him all the material for laying the bridge as soon as 
the crossing was secured. 

■ On the 26th Hooker crossed the river at Bridgeport and commenced his eastward 
march. At 3 o'clock on the morning of the 27th Hazen moved into the stream with 
his 60 pontoons and 1,600 brave and well-equipped men. Smith started enough in 
advance to be near the river when Hazen ehoold arrive. There are a number of 
detached spurs of hills north of the river at Chattanooga, back of which is a good 
road parallel to the stream, sheltered from the view of the top of Lookout. It was 
over this road Smith marched. At 5 o'clock Hazen landed at Browns Perry, sur- 
prised the picket guard and captured most of it. By 7 o'clock the whole of Smith's 
force was ferried over and in possession of a height commanding the ferry. This 
was speedily fortified, while a detail was laying the pontoon bridge. By 10 o'clock 
the bridge was laid, and our extreme right, now in lookout Valley, was fortified and 
connected with the rest of the Army, The two bridges over the Tennessee River — a 
flying one at Chattanot^ and the new one at Browns Ferry — with the road north 
of the river, covered from both the Are and the view of the enemy, made the con- 
nection complete. Hooker found hut slight obstacles in his way, and on the after- 
noon of the 28th emerged into Lookout Valley at Wauhatchie. Howard marched on 
to Browns Ferry, while Geary, who commanded a division of the Twelfth Corps, 
stopped 3 miles south. The pickets of the enemy on the river below were now cut 
oft, and Boon came in and surrendered. 

The river was now opened to us from Iiookout Valley to Brii%eport Between 
Browns Ferry and Kelleys Ferry the Tennessee runs through a narrow gorge in the 
mountains, which contracts the stream so much as to increase the current beyond 
the capacity of an ordinary steamer to stem it. To get up these rapids steamers must 
be cordelled — that is, pulled up by ropes from the shore. But there is no difficulty 
in navigating the stream from Bridgeport to Kelleys Perry. The latter point ia only 
8 miles from Chattanooga and connected with it by a good wagon road, which runs 
through alow pass in the Raccoon Mountains on the south side of the river to Browns 
Perry, thence on the north side to the river opposite Obattano<%a. There were 
several steamers at Bridgeport, and abundance of forage, clothing, and provisions. 
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ExTBACT raoM Bosbcraks's teshhonv bkfohe thb Joint CoMurtTEE on tbk Cok- 
DUCT Of THK War op 1865. 

[D-9] 

(Beport of committee, part 8, 1884-65, pp. SJ-3S.] 

General H&lleck ia hia anunal report eaye I. abandoned the paasea of Lookout 
Mount^n, leaving Uie public to imogino that these pasBBgee were within the possible 
control of my anuy, and their abandonment not juatified as a militery meaanre. I 
call the attention of the committee to the fact that one of these passes Was 42 nillee 
soath of Chattanooga, and the next nearest 26 miles south of Chattanooga, and the 
nearest at the estremity of Lookout Mountain in front of our lines. This latter 
may have been the one which gave rise to his report; and, if so, it ought to have 
been so stated. I was satisfied that I could not hold even IMt pass and Chattanooga 
at the same time if the enemy did his duty, and therefore withdrew my troops from 
it, bat established batteries on the other side of the river, which rendered it practi- 
cally of little, if any, use to them. Subsequent events amply justified the wisdom of 
this decision, for the enemy, with a division and a half, were nnable to hold it 
against General Hooker, and it was their attempt to cover this point which was one 
of thecausesof their being beaten so easily at Missionary Ridge. In General Grant's 
official report of the battle of Missionary Ridge, I think — for I have not the docn- 
ment — there is an implication that when he assumed command there was great 
danger of my abandoning Chattanooga. Notiiing could be more mistaken or unjust 
to me than such an impression. All my actions and sentiments were utterly at vari- 
ance with the idea of giving up that point, which I had won, and the possewion of 
which formed an epoch in the war. I mention facts on this subject, viz, as early as 
the 4th of October, fourteen days after the battle, I called the attention of General 
Thomas and General Garfield to the map of Chattanoi^a and vicinity, and pointing 
out to them the positions, stated that as soon as I could possibly get the bridge 
materials for that purpose, I would take possession of Lookout Valley, oppoaite the 
passage over the extremity of the mountain, and fortify it, thus completely covering 
the road from there U) Bridgeport, on the south side as well as the river, and giving 
us practical possession and use of both, as well as of Lookout Valley; because, by 
means of a fortified t£te-de-pont, after our fortifications at Chattanooga were com- 
pleted, we could easily concentrate our whole force to fight the enemy if he entered 
Lookout Valley, and that within less than two hours' march, while he could not 
approach us in force with artillery without making a circuit over Lookout Mountain, 
by way of Fricks ^d Stevens's gaps, 26 miles southeast, which would take two or 
three days. 

An interior line of fortifications was laid out and put in course of construction, 
designed to cover our depots with a garrison of one or two divisions against all the 
forces the enemy could bring. I had, moreover, ordered the construction of small 
steamboats and barges at Bridgeport to run tiience to Chattanooga, two of which 
were welt advanced when the army crossed on ita advance into Georgia, and, from 
the 23d of September, my correspondence and ray staff officers will testify that I was 
urging the quartermaster. Captain Edwards, who had the work in hand, to hasten 
its completion, which it was hoped would be the case by the time we were ready to 
take and hold Lookout Valley. To effect this General Hooker was directed to con- 
centrate his troops at Stevenson and Bridgeport, and advised that as soon as his train 
should arrive, or enough of it to subsist his army 10 or 12 miles from hia depot, he 
would be directed to move into Lookout Valley to take possession of that, and 
every effort was made to complete the pontoons, etc., toconnect that with our troops 
at Chattanooga. On the 19th of October I examined the river and selected a point 
for the crossing of the bridge at ferry to connect Hooker's with the forces at Chat*' 
nooga. I, moreover, directed Gen. W. F. Smith to reconnoiter the shore «' 
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Chattanooga, with a view to that very movement on the enemy's right flank which 
waa afterwards made by General Sherman. 

On the 19th of October, on my returning from selecting the poeition of the pon- 
toon bridge, I received ordew to turn over the command of the Army of the 
Cumberland to Major-Genetal Thomas, reptur to Oinoinnati, and report from there, 
by letter, to the Adjutant-General for orders. 



PAPSBB TBOK TEE ?ABK OOHXIBSIOV. 

War Dbpastkbnt, 
Ohickamauoa and Chattanoooa National Pabk Cohmission, 

Wadimgton, November IS, 1900, 
Maj. Gen. John B, Bsooeb, 

Oymma.'nding Deparimenl of the East, Govemors Idand, New York. 

Genebai.: In further cimipliance with the instructione of the Secretary of War to 
furnish the board which ie to act on the claim of Gen. W. F. Smith, of which you 
are president, with such papers or information pertinent to the case as are in our 
possession, we have the honor to forward this day a copy of the atlas issued by thia 
commission, the first page of which conl^ne the lull test of the legend to which 
General Smith objects,' and Plate VI of which shows the positions about Browns 
Ferry. The topographical base of this last map was executed under the diteclioQ of 
Gen. W. F. Smith, to accompany General Grant's official report of the battle of 
Chattanoc^a. 

The attention of your board is respectfully called to the three points marked, 
respectively, A, B, and C on the slope of Lookout Mounttun between the Cravens 
House and the mouth of Lookout Creek. 

Between the road at the point A and the river bluff, which is perpendicular and 
about 260 feet high, the Confederates had a battery of two heavy guns, protected 
against the Union batteries on Moccasin Point, which commanded the whole ground, 
under which teams would have been obliged to approach a bridge thrown at or near 
the mouth of Lookout Creek. 

The point B is about 180 feet above Lookout Creek, and there were numerous posi- 
tions on the road between A and B where field batteries would have a plunging fire 
upon a bridge at the mouth of Lookout Creek and at the same time a fire over their 
entire range for trains approaching or leaving either end of the bridge. 

At the point C the Confederates had a strong earthwork mounted with heavy guns, 
which of itself would have rendered the maintenance of a bri<^ at the mouth of 
Lookout Creek impossible. 

It is respectfully submitted that these conditions were such as to preclude the 
assumption tliat General liosecrana ever entertained a purpose of attempting to throw 
a bri<^ either at the mouth of Lookout Creek or any other point near it within the 
range of the guns on the slopes of Lookout Mountain. 

Very respectfully, H. V. Bovnton, 

Otairman of Commimou. 

' For full teit see page 134, Boynton to Duffield, March 22, 1898. 

'It is impossible to reproduce the atlas here. The points A and B were on the 
road leading over the north point of the mountain fallowing the crest of the perpen- 
dicular river bluffs down to a point near the mouth of Lookout Creek, A being at 
the highest point of the road and B part way down the western slope. was on 
the w^tern slope south of the road between A and B. See map Chattanooga and 
vicinity, page 162, upon which the points A, B, and C have been designated. See 
also the half tone, page 219. 
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Was Defaittmbnt, 
CniCKiManoA asd Chattahoooa Namosal Park Ck»iuiBsioN, 

Woihington, November ee, 1900. 
Maj. Gea. Jams B. Bbookb, 

Commandmg Department of the Eatt, 

Governori Itland, N. Y. 
Gbnkkal: Herewith please find three copies of a half tosemade froma phot<%raph 
which we had taken some years since, showing the western slope of Lookout Mountain, 
the mouth of Lookout Creek, Browns Ferry, and the roads from that point toward 
Kellys Ferry and toward Chattanooga. 

On one of these half tones I have indicated in red ink ' the mtes of the two batteries 
on Lookout Mountain which overlook Lookout Valley and the farming country 
between Browns Ferry and Moccaaon Point. The battery * to the left of the picture 
is the one we looked down upon in our visit to Lookout Mountain, as yon will 
readily see, and the position indicated at the right is in the vicinity of that earthwork 
which we first visited, directly on the river bluff. 

Very respectfully and truly, yours, H. V. Boynton, 

Chairman qf CommUiwn. 

'As red ink would not show in this reproduction, the sites have been indicated by 
the letters A and B. 
'The remuning battery, to the left of the picture, is indicated by the letter C. 
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